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i A distinctive glottal stop made at the bottom of the throat. It is also used to indicate the running of two 
words into one, e. g. bismi'Lldh. 

2 Should be pronounced like the th in think. 

3 A hard h sound made at the Adam's apple in the middle of the throat. 

4 Pronounced like the ch in Scottish loch. 

5 Should be pronounced like the th in this. 

6 A slightly trilled r made behind the front teeth which is trilled not more than once or twice. 

7 An emphatic s pronounced behind the upper front teeth. 

8 An emphatic d-like sound made by pressing the entire tongue against the upper palate. 

9 An emphatic t sound produced behind the front teeth. 

io An emphatic th sound, like the th in this, made behind the front teeth. 

ii A distinctive Semitic sound made in the middle throut and sounding to a Western ear more like a vowel 
than a consonant. 

12 A guttural sound made at the top of the throut resembling the untrilled German and French r. 

13 A hard k sound produced at the back of the palate. 

14 This sound is like the English h but has more body. It is made at the very bottom of the throat and 
pronounced at the beginning, middle, and ends of words. 
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PUBLISHERS' PREFACE 

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds. Peace and blessings be upon His Messenger, Muhammad. 

It is a true honor to have taken a part, however small, in disseminating the Qur'an. Many people from lands 
east and west have worked together to prepare this Fourth Edition of the Majestic Qufan, Still our work is far 
from complete. Because of the developments of modern technology, publishers are discouraged today from 
printing until they possess a perfect manuscript Modern publishing does not easily afford the luxury of achiev- 
ing perfection over time. Traditionally, books were often "works-in-progress." Each edition was an 
improvement upon the former, This allowed teachers and students to benefit from an ever-evolving educational 
project and contribute to the metamorphosis of a book inchoate to a masterfully refined version, that had trans- 
formed itself before their very eyes. We have adopted this traditional method for our translation of the Majestic 
Qur'an despite the exigencies of modern printing. We plan to improve upon each new edition, especially regard- 
ing commentary but also regarding the refinement of language, until the English we have chosen truly becomes 
both modern and eloquent There are many excellent translations of the Qur'an in English, but our goal is to 
produce a special translation in a clear, easily understood modern English language, immediately accessible to 
the majority of English-speakers today. We will also try to address all issues that readers bring to our attention. 
It is our desire that this initiative be an interactive work, a dialogue between our readers and us. We request you 
to join us in our project by giving your feedback and criticism. 

The Nawawi Foundation in North America and its sister organization, the Ibn Khaldun Foundation in Britain 
and Europe, have chosen to embark upon this Qur'anic initiative together as part of a larger plan to join in the 
Islamic Summons in the West We hope that this translation will be a seed for things much greater to come. We 
are establishing an endowment so that new editions be printed every year and distributed free of cost 

We express our deepest thanks to Mr. Belal Ba§ar and Prof. Ali Ozek who were extremely encouraging and 
cooperative throughout the process. Our brothers at the Ibn Khaldun Foundation also deserve our highest 

expressions of gratitude for their utmost generosity. May Allah reward all who have made this work possible. 



THE NAWAWI FOUNDATION 
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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE 

Praise be to Allah, the most High, our-Cherisher and Sustainer, And may peace and blessings be upon His Messenger! 

Over thirty English translations of the Majestic Qur'an have been made, many of which continue to 
serve people all over the world. Many of them are of high quality, and have filled a vital gap in conveying some- 
thing of the Book's message to English speakers. 

Nonetheless, there is a generally felt belief that the gap has not been completely filled. Among the reasons for 
this dissatisfaction, apart from the obvious one of the Qur'an's inherent untranslatability, we could cite the fol- 
lowing: 

First, the translations most commonly reprinted are written in an archaic, Biblical style, which, while digni- 
fied and melodious, is sometimes difficult for a new generation which has not been exposed to pre-modern 
literature. 

Second, the growing number of conversions to Islam in the English-speaking worlds, particularly in coun- 
tries such as the United States,. South Africa and Fiji, together with increased interest in Islam among 
non-Muslims, has created an urgent need for a wider range of translations, to suit all orientations and educa- 
tional levels. 

Third, a number of translations have been done by non-Muslims with no direct experience of Islam or by 
members of sectarian groupings. They often contain interpretations which are eccentric and speculative and do 
not reflect the mainstream understanding of the text, which most readers wish to know. 

Fourth, the existing translations are usually bereft of commentary or explanation, leaving the text unintelligi- 
ble in many places. In the present work, we have tried to include some explanations from a number of classical 
commentaries in Arabic and Turkish, as well as the English-language commentary of Abdullah Yusuf Ali. Only 
the most basic explanations have been included. 

We thank Allah, Who has made this work possible. May He render this humble service of ours a means of 
understanding,. guidance and salvation for people throughout the world. May the Lord forgive our shortcom- 
ings, and give us the chance to rectify them through our reader's comments and corrections. May He gather us 
all under the banner of His noble Messenger on the Day of Judgement. Amln. 

THE TRANSLATION COMMITTEE 
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INTRODUCTION 

What is the Qur'an? One may answer this question by the following definition: "The Qur'an is a book of 
guidance which is itself a miracle," It is a book of guidance because it was sent to direct mankind along the path 
of happiness and salvation, and it is a miracle because it was vouchsafed as a revelation to the blessed Prophet 
of Islam. An understanding of the Book, therefore, demands an understanding of these two concepts. ' 

The Arabic word "Qur'an" is a verbal noun which gives the sense of reading and reciting. The word is thus 
used inside the Quranic text itself: "Do not move your tongue [with the revelation] to hasten it. Ours it is to 
gather it and recite it But when We have recited it, follow its recital Then Ours It is to make it clear." (75:16-19) 

Although it has this general meaning, the word Qur'an in the course of time came to be applied to Mushqf, 
the entirety of the revealed text which is composed of surahs (chapters) and ayat (verses), and which begins with 
Suratu'l-Fatiha and ends with Suratti ? n-Nas. 

The word "Qur'an" is applied to the Book in its entirety, and also to any individual component thereof 
Although the Qur'an has a considerable number of names, including the Book (al-Kitab), the Criterion (al- 
Furqan), the Remembrance (al-Dhikr), and the Sending Down (al-TanzTl), the best known name is "the Qur'an." 
The word Qur'an is also used in conjunction with a range of adjectives, including the Clear/Clarifier (al-Mubln), 
the Light (al-Nur), the Guidance (a!-Huda) the Mercy (al-Rahmah), the Cure- (al-Shp'), the Admonition (al- 
Ma#izah), the Good News (a!-Bushra), the Bringer of Good News (al-Bashir), the Warner (a!~Nadhfr), the 
Precious/Noble (a!- c Azfz). 

In its specific, technical meaning, the "Qur'an" is "the Book progressively revealed to the Prophet Muham- 
mad (upon whom be peace) over a period of twenty three years, which constitutes a miracle both in its language 
and-sense, and the recitation by which God is worshipped." 

The Qur'anic text is distinguished by the following five characteristics: 

1) Gradualness of revelation. 

2) Revealed status. 

3) Status as a miracle, both In Its text and concepts. ■ . , ' 

4) Status as an Instrument of worship. 

5) Status as God's own speech. • • 

The fact that the Majestic Qur'an was revealed gradually over a twenty-three year period reflects the human 
need for gradual, progressive education and guidance. To grow accustomed to something radically new and 
then to adopt it requires of time and energy, both for habituation and reflection. More than anything, a new reli- 
gion should give people time to grow used to its Injunctions and norms. Hence the Qur'an's gradual revelation. 

The Qur'an Is a revelation from heaven, cast by the Archangel Gabriel into the heart of the Prophet Muham- 
mad (upon whom be peace). It is, hence, the Word of God, not of man. The Blessed Prophet received it as 
revelation, and he, in turn, recited it to his people without the least addition or subtraction. Every word and let- 
ter is hence from God, 



Both the words and the concepts of the Qur'an are miraculous. In Islam, a miracle is defined as an event 
which cannot be emulated by man. In all the specific features of the Book: its revelation, recitation, writing, 
preservation, arrangement, style of addressing issues, furnishing of information about the Hereafter, and the 
accuracy of the facts it brings to mankind, it differs from the works of literature which are produced by human 
minds. The ancient Arabs used to call a poetic anthology a dliuan, whose parts were termed qasldah, its lines 
bayt, and its rhyme #yah. But the Book sent from Allah to His Messenger is called Qur'an, its parts or chapters 
are called surah, its verses ayah, and the ends of its ayahs, or jasilah. 

Human literary productions are either in poetry of prose. The Majestic Qur'an, however, is in neither of these 
genres. Neither can it be termed music, although it possesses a system of tonality and rhythm that is aestheti- 
cally superb, being of Divine authorship. 

Another feature of the Qur'an is that it is a Book the recitation of which is itself an act of worship. In addition 
to its liturgical use in the Salat (the indispensable five-times daily worship of the Muslims), it is recited inde- 
pendently as a devotional act. To teach it, to learn it, to hear it, even to look at its writings is an act of worship. 
As the Salat is a duty upon every Muslim, male and female, and reciting passages from the Qur'an is an indis- 
pensable part of the Salat, it is necessary for every Muslim to learn and be able to recite at least a few verses of 
the Book. This must be done in the Arabic of the original Revelation. 

The Qur'an is the eternally pre-existent Speech of God. The text and its constituent verses, which we recite 
with our tongues, listen to with our ears, write with our hands, look at with our eyes, and touch with our fin- 
gers, is a manifestation of God's pre-existent Speech in this material world. The source-book of the Qur'an is 
called al-lawh al-Mahfu? (the "Well-preserved Tablet"). The first stage in its manifestation took place when God 
revealed it collectively (inzdl) to the metaphysical location known as Baytu'l- c Izzah (the "Abode of Glory"). From 
there it was revealed to our Prophet through Gabriel individually (the process known as tonal). Words revealed 
by God literally to His prophet are thus called Qur'an, and are distinguished from words revealed in meaning 
only, not in literal form, which are called Hadlth Qudsl ("Sacred Tradition"). Words, acts and affirmations pro- 
ceeding from the Blessed Prophet are called Hadlth Nabau;! ("Prophetic Tradition") . 

The Prophet Muhammad (upon whom be blessings and peace) described the Majestic Qur'an as: 

"...the Book of God. It contains the story of what was before you and the news of what will come 
after you and a Law that judges between you. It is the definitive statement. It is not a jest. Whoever 
abandons it out of arrogance, God will utterly destroy, and whoever seeks guidance apart from it, 
God will lead astray. It is God's strong rope [of salvation]. It is the Wise Reminder. It is the Straight 
Path. It is that which capricious passions cannot divert and tongues cannot pervert. The people of 
learning will never satisfy their appetite for it. It will never wear thin from much repetition. Its won- 
ders will never cease. [It is the Book] which, when the spirits heard it [recited], they could not part 
before saying: "We have heard a wondrous Recital, which guides to uprightness." Whoever speaks 
in accordance with it, is believed. Whoever acts in accordance with it, will be [highly] rewarded. 
Whoever judges in accordance with it, will be just. Whoever summons [others] to it, will be guided 
to a Straight Path." (At-Tirmidhi in the Chapter of What Has Been Transmitted Regarding the 
Excellence of the Qur'an.) 

The Qur'an was sent down in Arabic. Was this because the Blessed Prophet was sent among the Arabs, who 
were the best-suited nation to follow a new religion, or is there another reason? It would seem futile to attempt 
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a precise answer to this question, since had it been sent in another language, the identical question would have 
arisen. Such matters belong to the Unseen and can be known only imperfectly. 

The Qur'an is sent to all mankind, despite the fact of its Arabic revelation; and its Prophet, while an Arab, is a 
Prophet for all mankind. How then may the Book's message be proclaimed to the world? Either mankind may 
be asked to study and master Classical Arabic— an unfair demand— or the attempt should be made to convey its 
concepts in other languages. 

Hence the Majestic Qur'an's impact on mankind takes place through two channels: 

i) As a revealed text, the repetition of whose words brings grace. The Arabic Qur'an is memorized, read 
and listened to, and recited in prayers, thereby affecting the souls of mankind. 

2) The Qur'an has been translated into hundreds of languages, in some of which commentaries have also 
been written. 

The influence of the Book on today's world is incalculable. It appears that in almost every country, young 
people are finding new inspiration in its message. And in the West, too, our experience is that conversions take 
place in many cases through the channel of the Qur'an, often in the most unexpected ways. Here again we are 
faced with the Book's miraculous nature, which seems certain to continue its influence in our age, and, God- 
willing, until the Day of Judgement. 

' .Prof. Ali Ozek 

. - Istanbul 
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SURAH 1 

AL-FATIHAH 

. -..Revealed at Makkah 

This is known as the Opening Chapter, since it inaugurates 
the Book. It has several other names, including Ummu'l- 
Kitdb (the Mother of the Book), since it is the sum of 
everything that is detailed in the rest of the Book; al-Asds 
(The Foundation), al-Kdjiy.ah (the Sufficient), and also as- 
Sab c al-Mathdn! (The Seven Oft-repeated Verses). 

The Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon 
him) taught that: "The. saldh (ritual prayer) of anyone who 
does not recite Suratu'I-Fdtihah 1 is not valid," and for this 
reason it is recited in each cycle (rak c ah) of every ritual 
prayer. The Fdtihah is often recited for the sick, to help cure 
them, in the funeral prayer for the dead, and offered for 
both the living and dead on other occasions. In fact, Suratu'I- 
Fdtihah is the most important Muslim supplication and 
prayer, used in every occasion of life. 

The guiding principles of the Qur'an, revealed to help 
mankind along the Straight Path, are summed up in this 
surah (chapter). 



THE OPENER 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 2 
Bismi'Lldhi'r-Rahmdni'r-Rahlm. 

i. Praise 3 be to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds; 4 
Al-hamdu li'Lldhi Rabbi'I- c dlamIn; 

2. The All-Merciful, the Compassionate; 5 } 

Ar-Rahmdni'r-Rahlm; 

3. Master 6 of the Day of Judgement 

Mdliki yaumii'd-dln. 

4. You alone do we worship, 

Iyydka na c budu, 

and Your help alone do we seek. 
wa iyydka nasta c !n. 

5. Guide us to the Straight Path; 7 

Ihdina's-sirdta'l-mustaqlm; 

6. The path of those whom You have favored; 8 

Sirdta'lladhlna an c amta c alayhim; 

7. Not of those who have incurred Your wrath, 

Ghayri'I-matjhduM c alayhim, 
nor of those who are astray. 9 
wa la'd-ddllln. 



1 The term surah (chapter) when it comes before a word starting 
with "d-" is pronounced surat. In this case the "h" becomes a "t" 
which is pronounced connected with the following "al-" to 
become "tu'k" 

2 The Basmalah comprises the words: "In the name of Allah, the 
All-Merciful, the Compassionate." According to the HanafI school 
of jurisprudence, this formula is to be recited silently in ritual 
prayers, because it does not form part of the Fdtihah or any other 
surah, with the exception of a verse occurring within Suratu'n-Naml. 
According to the Shafi c i school, however, the Basmalah is part of 
every surah, and so should be recited aloud. 

According to a hadith (Prophetic, tradition: meticulously authen- 
ticated records of what the Prophet Muhammad said and did; 
relating to every sphere of life.), the Prophet (may the blessings 
and peace of Allah be upon him) said: "Everything which does not 
begin with the Basmalah falls short (of the blessing of Allah)." 
Muslims believe in beginning everything with it, seeking Divine 
blessings. According to Suratu'n-Nahl, verse 98, it is also necessary 
to recite, the Isti c ddhah, a formula by which one places oneself in 
Allah's protection, before starting to recite the Qur'an. 

3 Al-hamdu. li'Lldh: The term hamd joins the two meanings of 
praise and gratitude. There are other words to indicate either 
praise or gratitude separately. 

4 AI-Rabb, the Lord, is He Who is the Master, Caretaker, Protec- 
tor and Provider. The same term, rabb, is used in a limited sense 
for humans as in the "head" of the family, "master" of the house, 
or "owner" of the land or cattle. 

The worlds of Allah are innumerable and known only to Him. 
There are visible worlds, this planet being one, the solar system 
another, and so on. We can also refer to the animal world, the 



insect world, etc. There are invisible worlds like that of the human 
soul with its thinking, imagination and emotions; as well as the 
many worlds of the angels. There is the Intermediary World where 
souls dwell, waiting for the Resurrection. Here the reference may 
be to the entire created universe with its innumerable dimensions, 
or simply its creatures endowed with reason, such as men and 
jinn. 

5 In the Basmalah, and repeated again here in the Fatihah, there 
are two names of mercy, al-Rahmdn and al-Rah!m. The first name of 
Allah denotes the all-embracing mercy that brings things into exis r 
tence, preserves them and provides every creature with all its 
needs, irrespective of whether that creature is a man, an animal, an 
insect, a Muslim, or an unbeliever. The second name of Allah 
denotes selective mercy, reaching those whom Allah wishes to 
guide to His path, eventually to reach everlasting bliss in Paradise. 
The English rendering of these two terms as the All-Merciful, 
the Compassionate, is inadequate, but no alternative is fully satis- 
factory. 

6 The Arabic word Mdltk can be translated either as owner or 
master, or' both; therefore Allah is the Owner and Master of the 
Day of Judgement. Malik also means King. 

7 Guide us to the path that is the straightest for us in our current 
condition, and keep guiding us to the straightest of possible paths. 

8 Those whom Allah has favored are said in another verse of 
Qur'an to be: "...the Prophets, the siddiqtn (highest saints), the 
martyrs and the virtuous...." [4:69] 

9 Those against whom Allah is wrathful are those who have 
actively opposed His Messengers knowingly, like the Jews of 
Madlnah who recognized the prophethood of Muhammad yet 
rejected him. As for those who are astray, they are those who 
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f SURAH 2 

AL-BAQARAH 

Reuealed at Madtnah 

This sflrah, which is 286 verses long, is the longest surah 
in the Holy Qur'an. It takes its name from the cow which is 
mentioned in verses 67-71. The Jews were ordered to 
slaughter this cow, but they disobeyed 3 inventing various 
excuses, and the more they procrastinated, the more diffi- 
cult Allah made it for them. 

This surah also deals with the establishment of the 
Ummah, the Islamic brotherhood of believers, together with 
the main principles of Islamic law, and lays down ordi- 
nances for the structuring of society. 

To clearly announce the continuity and essential identity 
of Islam with all monotheistic religion in the Abrahamic 
line, the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon 
him) originally prayed toward Jerusalem. But because the 
Jews neither accepted his message, nor spared him their 
scorning remarks, he wished that Allah would change the 
qiblah (orientation of prayer) to the old Abrahamic. one; the 
House in Makkah, built centuries before Jerusalem. Allah 
responded to His Beloved's wish and the Ka c bah became the 
orientation of believers till the Day of Judgement. 

The story of man's creation is told, and that of the Chil- 
dren of Israel, of the privileges they received and how they 
refused them. There are references to Moses and Jesus, and 
their struggle with injustice and cruelty, and their persever- 
ing endeavors to establish the true faith. 

The Prophet Abraham is mentioned as a most righteous 
man and leader; he was the progenitor of the Arabs (Ish- 
' mael's line) and the Jews (Israel's line). Abraham (peace be 
upon him), aided by his son, Ishmael, built the Ka c bah and 
purified it. His religion was the 'Universal religion of Islam, 
nearest to its primordial form. 

In this surah, issues of prayer, fasting, jihad (struggle for 
Allah), charity, patience and endurance under cruelty, gam- 
bling and wine-drinking, divorce, contract, Pilgrimage, the 
abolition of usury, and the good treatment of orphans and 
women are also discussed. With it came the beginning of 
detailed legislation. 

Ayatu'l-KursJ (the Verse of the Pedestal) is also to be found 
in this surah. It is a famous passage, said by the Prophet 
(may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) to be the 
greatest verse of the Qur'an. The surah ends with a prayer 
for the forgiveness of shortcomings. 



The period of revelation of this surah was during the first 
and second years A.H. (After Hijra). 



THE COW 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Alif. Lam. Mfm. 10 

2. This is the Book in which there is no doubt, in it is 
guidance for those who fear [Allah] . 

3. Who believe in the unseen, establish the ritual 
prayer, and spend out of what We have given them. 

4. And who believe in that which is sent down to you 
[Muhammad], and that" which was sent down before 
you [the Books, and the Prophets], and have certain 
faith in the Hereafter. 

5. These are on true guidance from their Lord, and 
these are the successful. 



intend well, but have deviated from the straight path, but are not 
in active conflict with Allah and His Messenger. The usual exam- 
ple for this group is the Christians, who accepted the message of 
Jesus— unlike the Jews who rejected it— but overstepped the limits 
and worshipped Jesus as God. 



10 These letters are called al-Huruf al-Muqatta c dt, and are placed 
at the beginning of several" surahs, of which they are an integral 
part. Different commentators have ascribed a range of different 
meanings to them, without, however, arriving at any consensus. 
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6. As for the disbelievers, it is the same whether you 
warn them, or warn them not [of the final punish- 
ment]. They will not believe. 

7. Allah has set a seal on their hearts and on their 
hearing, and on their eyes there is a covering. Theirs 
will be a formidable torment. 

8. And there are some who say: "We believe in Allah 
and the Last Day," yet they believe not. 

9. They think to deceive Allah and the believers, but 
they deceive no one except themselves, though they 
realize it not, 

10. In their hearts is a disease, so Allah has increased 
their disease. Theirs is a painful torment for their lies. 

11. When it is said to them: "Make not corruption in 
the earth," they say: "But we only do good!" 

12. Nay, they are the ones who are corrupters, but they 
realize it not. 

13. And when it is said to them: "Believe as people 
believe," they say: "Shall we believe as the fools 
believe?" They themselves- are the fools, though they 
realize it not. 
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14. And when they meet those who believe, they say: 
"We believe!" but when they are alone with their evil 
ones, they say: "We are with you, we were only mock- 
ing." 

15. Allah [Himself] does mock them [in reality, 
whether they realize it or not], leaving them to wander 
blindly in their rebellion. 

16. These are the people who have purchased error at 
the price of guidance, but their trade is profitless, and 
they are not rightly-guided. 11 



" Having announced at the beginning of this surah that the 
Qur'an is without doubt the Book and- the guidance, Allah pro- 
ceeds to categorize mankind into three main types according to 
their attitudes to faith. 

(1) The believers, whose attributes are discussed in the first five 
verses of the surah. 

(2) The disbelievers, whose attributes are discussed in the sixth 
and seventh verses; 

(3) The hypocrites, whose attributes, are discussed in detail 
from verses eight to twenty-one. 



Because the Qur'an is the Book which was revealed to help 
mankind tread the Straight Path, its subject matter is Man, his 
beliefs and behavior, in all its correct and incorrect aspects. An 
explanation is given of the consequences of the belief that Man 
chooses and adopts. 

In reading the Qur'an, one must always keep in mind the fact 
that the Speaker is the Almighty Himself. Sometimes He lets His 
creation speak also, and sometimes He punctuates the text with 
examples for our reflection. 
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" 17. Their condition [the hypocrites] is the condition of 
one who kindles a fire, and, when it illuminates all 
around him, Allah takes away their light and leaves 
them in darkness, where they can see nothing. 12 

18. They are deaf, dumb and blind, they will not return 
[to the right way]. 



19. Or as though when a heavy rain falls from the sky, 
accompanied by darkness, thunder, and lightning, 
they press their fingers into their ears for fear of 
death; 13 but Allah encircles the disbelievers. 

20. The lightning almost snatches away their eyesight. 
When they see light, they walk a little, and when dark- 
ness comes upon them, they stand still. Indeed, had 
Allah willed, He would have taken away their sight and 
hearing. Allah has power over all things. 14 

21. mankind, worship your Lord, Who created you 
and those before you, so that you may protect your- 
selves [from the Fire] . 

22. It is your Lord who made the earth a bed, and the 
sky a canopy; and it is He Who sends down rain from 
above for the growth of every kind of food for your 
sustenance. So do not set up rivals to Allah, while you 
know better. 

23. And if you are in doubt concerning that which We 
sent down upon Our slave [Muhammad], then pro- 
duce a surah the like thereof, and call your witnesses 
other than Allah, if you are truthful. 

24. But if you cannot do it, and you will never do it, 
then guard yourselves against a fire whose fuel is men 
and stones, prepared for the disbelievers. 15 



12 Here the inner state of the hypocrites is described. When they 
embrace Islam, they are about to benefit from its light — which is 
capable of dispelling the darkness of their ignorance and giving 
them sight — but when they turn away from faith back to unbelief, 
that light vanishes. -They return to 'their previous condition of 
blindness. 

13 Some superstitious Arabs thought, in pre-lslamic days, that 
putting their fingers in their ears would save their lives in the event 
of lightning. The hypocrites are as absurd as this. 

14 As made clear in the previous verses, the disbelievers and the 
hypocrites suffer from a confusion of mind. Sometimes they act as 
though they see the truth, sometimes they are hesitant, fearful, 
and sometimes they are in complete darkness. In spite of this 
inner turbulence, Allah punishes them because they return again 



and again to their disbelief. Those who want to believe, believe; 
while those who wish to disbelieve, disbelieve, preparing them- 
selves for eternal punishment. 

The coming verses explain that Allah is the Creator of all things, 
that He aione is worthy of worship, the Exalted, the sole Creator of 
everything man needs to exist. Men are obligated to know this 
fact, and act accordingly. 

:5 The disbelievers are challenged to produce a Qur'an similar to 
this Arabic Qur'an. The impossibility of meeting this challenge, 
which now has stood for over fourteen hundred years, is a simple 
proof of its miraculous origin. Once doubt is dispelled, by even the 
simplest proof, one must take steps to follow the message, and so 
guard against the hellfire prepared for those who reject its truth. 
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25. And give glad tidings to those who believe and do 
good deeds. For them there will be gardens beneath 
which rivers flow. Their fruits will resemble what had 
been given them before [in the world]. Every time they 
are served with such fruits they will say: "This is what 
was given to us before!" 16 And there will be pure 
spouses for them, and they will abide therein perpetu- 
ally. 

26. Allah does not disdain to strike the example of 
even a gnat, or a larger [creature]. As for those who 
believe, they know that it is the truth from their Lord. 
But those who disbelieve say: "What does Allah wish 
to teach by such an example?" He leads astray many 
thereby, and guides many. And He leads astray only 
the corrupt. 

27. Those who break the Pact of Allah after ratifying it, 
who sever what Allah has ordered to be joined, and 
who commit evil in the earth, these are indeed the 
losers. 
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28. How can you disbelieve in Allah when you were 
dead and He gave you life? Then He will cause you to 
die, then restore you to life, and you will return to 
Him. 

29. He created for you all that there is on Earth; then 
He turned to the sky and fashioned it into seven heav- 
ens. He has full knowledge of all things. 



16 A certain outward resemblance will prompt the believers -to 
say this in the Garden, however, everything there is luminous and 
incorruptible, the fruits' resemblance being purely outward. ' 
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30. [Recall the time] When your Lord told the angels: 
"I am setting on the Earth a vicegerent." They asked: 
"Will you put there one that will work evil and shed 
blood, when we praise You and sanctify Your name?" 
He replied: "Surely I know what you know not." 17 

31. He taught Adam the names [of all things, and their 
usefulness], and then showed them to the angels: 
"Tell me the names of these, if you are truthful." 



32. "Transcendent are You!" 18 they replied. "We have 
no knowledge except that which You have given us. 
You alone are the Knowing, the Wise." 

33. Then He said: "0 Adam, tell them their names;" 
and when Adam had informed them of them, He said: 
"Did I not tell you that I know what is in the heavens 
and earth, and I know what you reveal and what you 
have been concealing." 

34. And when We said to the angels: "Prostrate your- 
selves before Adam!" they all prostrated themselves, 
except Satan, who refused, was proud, and became a 
disbeliever. 19 

35. We said: "0 Adam! Dwell with your wife [Eve] in 
the Garden, and eat of it to your hearts' content when- 
ever you will, but never approach this tree, or you shall 
both become transgressors." 

36. But the Devil caused them to slip down from it 
[the Garden], and expelled them from their former 
state. "Go down," We said. "[Your offspring] are ene- 
mies to each other. In the earth you will find a 
dwelling place and sustenance till a time appointed." 

37. Then Adam received words from his Lord, and his 
Lord relented towards him. He is the Relenting, 20 the 
Compassionate. 21 



17 The angels knew that creation's purpose was to magnify, and 
worship its Lord. They also knew that the jinn, beings endowed 
with reason and free will, made corruption when they dwelt on 
earth. They could not.understand why another similar being 1 was 
to be placed there. They did not understand the function of 
vicegerency. 

!8 Subhdna'Lldh and Subhdnab: These exclamations have no exact 
equivalent in English, they are used to denote wonderment at 
Allah's infinite greatness, power and wisdom. Since the absolute 
and the infinite transcend human comprehension, these two terms 
are translated as Transcendent are You! 

;s Satan was a jinn, a fiery creature, who by his zeal in worship 
won a place among the angels, the creatures of light. When the 



Divine order to prostrate to Adam (peace be upon him) came, he 
was with the angels and therefore included in the order. 

20 At-TaiuuJdb, the Relenting, is He Who relents toward His 
slaves by causing them to repent, and once they have done so, He 
Who relents in accepting their repentance. 

21 There are various interpretations of the "words" that Adam 
received from his Lord. They may have been either warnings or 
advice to Adam. According to the Companion of the Prophet, Ibn 
Mas c ud, the recitation of the Subhdnaka prayer before the Fatihah 
was the prayer and supplication made by Adam to his Lord. 
Although only Adam is mentioned in this verse, Eve is also includ- 
ed since they are a unit made of two complimentary halves. 
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38. We said: "Go down, all of you, from here; when 
guidance shall come unto you from Me, those who fol- 
low My guidance, no fear shall come upon them, 
neither shall they grieve. 

39. But those who disbelieve, and reject Our signs, 
such are the dwellers of the Fire, abiding therein per- 
petually. 

40. Children of Israel! Remember My favor which I 
did bestow upon you, and fulfill your pact with Me and 
I shall fulfill My pact with you; and fear Me alone. 

41. And believe in the Book I have now sent down, 
which confirms the Book [Torah] which you already 
possess, and be not the first to reject it. Sell not My 
revelations for a paltry price; and fear Me alone. 

42. Do not confound truth with falsehood, nor know- 
ingly conceal the truth. 

43. Establish the ritual prayer, and pay the zakat 22 , and 
bow with those who bow down. 

44. How is it that you enjoin others to follow right- 
eousness, but forget it yourselves, though you recite 
the Book! Have you no sense? 

45. Seek help in patience and with the ritual prayer; 
and truly it is hard, save for the humble of heart. 23 



up 
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46. Those who know that they will meet their Lord and 
that to Him they will return. 

47. Children of Israel! Remember My favor that I 
bestowed upon you and how I preferred you above 
all. 24 

48. And guard yourselves against a day when no soul 
shall aid another, and no intercession or ransom shall 
be accepted from it. Nor will they be helped. 



22 A yearly poor tax incumbent on all Muslims possessing more 
than their needs. It is two: and a. half percent on standing wealth 
held more than one year. 

2 3 According to the historian, al-Tabarl, whenever the Prophet 
Muhammad (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) faced 
any kind of difficulty he immediately offered two raVat (prayer 
cycles). The Companion, Ibn c Abbas, used to do the same thing. 
The "humble of heart" are those whose hearts are filled with the 
fear of Allah. 



2 < A nation to which a Prophet is sent is certainly a "preferred" 
one. A Prophet, and then his family and nation, are in an honor- 
able position. Yet their responsibility to the Lord is as great as 
their honor from the Lord. The Children of Israel, although cho- 
sen and preferred, as indicated in this verse, were later reduced to 
a position of disgrace, because of their deviation and disobedience 
to Allah, as is cited in verse 61. The wrath of the Lord descended 
upon them because of their ingratitude, and from the chosen peo- 
ple they became an accursed people. 
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49. [Remember] How We delivered you from 
Pharaoh's people, who afflicted you with dreadful tor- 
ment, slaying your sons and sparing your women. 
Surely that was a great trial from your Lord/ 5 



50. And [remember when] We parted the sea for you, 
and, taking you to safety, drowned Pharaoh's follow- 
ers before your eyes. 

51. And when We appointed for Moses forty nights [of 
solitude on the mountain], and then you adopted the 
calf, and worshipped it, and thus became unjust. 26 

52. Then after that, We pardoned you, in order that 
you might give thanks. 

53. And when We gave Moses the Book [Torah] and 
the criterion that you might be led aright. 

54. Moses told his people: "0 my people, you have 
wronged yourselves by taking the calf Turn in repen- 
tance to your Creator, 27 and kill yourselves. 28 That will 
be best for you with your Creator, and He will relent 
towards you. He is the Relenting, the Compassionate." 

55. And when you said to Moses: "We will not believe 
in you until we see Allah with our own eyes," a bolt of 
lightning struck you while you were looking on. 

56. Then We revived you after your extinction, that you 
might give thanks. 

57. And We caused the clouds to shade you, and sent 
down upon you manna and quails, saying: "Eat of the 
good things We have given you." Indeed, they did not 
wrong Us, but they wronged themselves. 



25 "Pharaoh" was the name given to the ancient Egyptian rulers. 
Before the advent of Moses (peace be upon him), the priests fore- 
told that a child from the Children of Israel would destroy the 
throne of Pharaoh. Because of this, Pharaoh gave orders to slay the 
sons of the Children of Israel and spare the daughters. Despite his 
fears, Pharaoh spared the females in order to bear more children 
for the labor force he needed to complete his colossal projects. 

26 The story is told more completely in Surat Td Ha. During 
Moses' visit to Mount Tur, a man by the name of Samiri showed 
the Children of Israel how to make a golden calf, and asked them 
to worship it, saying: "This is your lord, Moses forgot to tell you 
to worship it." Moses' brother Aaron (Harun), left alone during 
his brother's absence, could not prevent their transgression. 

The word zdlimtn will be translated throughout the text as 
"unjust". The root of the word is zalama, which means injustice, 
and the noun is zulm, which means iniquity, wronging, tyranny, or 
oppression. It is the opposite of justice. The unjust may be so 
because they wrong others or because they wrong themselves in 
not accepting the Divine message or by misbehaving in one way or 
another. 



27 Five creative attributes of Allah are mentioned in the Qur'an. 
Allah is: al-Khaliq, the Creator; al-Bdri', the Producer; al-Musau;u;tr, 
the Fashioner; al-Badr, the Originator; al-Fdtir, the Maker. The 
attribute, Creator, when used on its own may stand for all the 
other creative attributes, singly or together; as is the case in this 
and the next verse, where the word Creator is used for Producer. 
When, as in Suratu'l-Hashir, the Creator is used in conjunction with 
the Producer and the Fashioner, it means He Who possesses the 
blueprint of each creature and knows what it will look like and do. 
The Producer will bring this into existence, while the Fashioner 
will bestow upon it its outward and inward forms. The Originator 
is He Who is not resembled by anything and Who needs no model 
external to Himself in order to create. The Maker is only used in 
the context of the heavens and the earth. As with all the names of 
Allah, these attributes work together, overlapping and combining, 
and in reality are One, Allah; unfathomable except in the slightest 
degree to the human mind. 

28 This was an order for the community to execute the leading 
perpetrators of the idolatrous crime; an act of purification 
designed to attract Divine forgiveness and mercy. 
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58. And when We said: "Enter this town and eat where 
you will, to your hearts' content. Make your way 
through the gates by bowing down, saying: 'We 
repent.' We shall forgive you your sins and bestow 
abundance on those who act with excellence among 
you." 29 

59. But the unjust changed the words which had been 
said to them for another saying, and We sent down 
upon the unjust wrath from Heaven as a punishment 
for their misdeeds. 

60. And when Moses asked for water for his people, 
We said to him: "Strike the rock with your staff." And 
there gushed out from it twelve springs. Each group of 
people knew their drinking-place. [We said] "Eat and 
drink of that which Allah has provided, and do not 
make mischief in the Earth." 
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61. And when you said: "0 Moses! We cannot endure 
only one kind of food, so call on your Lord to give us 
some of the varied produce of the earth, green herbs, 
cucumbers, garlic, lentils and onions." He said: 
"Would you exchange that which is higher for that 
which is lower? Go down to the settled country. There 
you shall obtain what you have asked for." Shame and 
misery were stamped on them, 30 and they incurred the 
wrath of Allah, because they disbelieved His signs and 
slew His Prophets unjustly. That was for their disobe- 
dience and transgression. 



2 9 The town mentioned is either Jerusalem, or Jericho. Those 
who do right (muhsinm) are praised very -highly. The quality these 
people possess is described in the famous hadith of the angel, 
Gabriel, as being: "To worship Allah as if you see Him, for if you 
do not see Him, He sees you." As worship is not divorced form 
everyday activities in Islam, this state of awareness of the muhsin 
extends to every moment and activity of life. 



?° Although this episode relates to particular historical events, 
the verses of the Qur'an containing general rules retain their 
teaching value across time and space. Thus, to "exchange that' 
which is higher for that which is lower" is to prefer this life over 
the next, the material to the spiritual, and so on. The result of this 
is that although Allah grants the wish, the consequences are 
"shame and misery". 
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62. Those who believe [in the Qur'an], the Jews, the 
Christians, and the Sabaeans; whoever believes in 
Allah and the Last Day and does what is right; shall be 
rewarded by their Lord; no fear shall come upon them, 
neither shall they grieve. 

63. [0 Children of Israel! Remember] When We made 
a pact with you, and caused the Mount to tower above 
you, [saying]: "Hold firmly to what We have given you, 
and remember that which is therein, that you may be 
God-fearing." 



64. Then, after that, you turned away, and if it had not 
been for the grace of Allah and His mercy you would 
have been among the losers. 

65. And you know of those of you who broke the Sab- 
bath, how We said unto them: "You shall be 
despicable apes." 

66. We made their fate an example to their own gener- 
ation and to those who followed them, and a lesson to 
the God-fearing. 31 

67. And when Moses said to his people: "Allah com- 
mands you to sacrifice a cow," they replied: "Are you 
making fun of us?" He answered: "Allah forbid that I 
should be among the ignorant!" 

68. They said: "Pray for us to your Lord that He make 
clear to us what kind of cow she shall be." Moses 
answered: "He says that she should neither be old nor 
young, but a cow between those two conditions; so do 
that which you are commanded." 

69. Then they asked: "Pray for us to your Lord that He 
make clear to us what color she should be." Moses 
answered: "He says that she is a yellow cow; bright 
her color, pleasing to the eye." 



:: A seaside community of Jews who persisted in breaking their 
Sabbath by fishing were turned by Allah into apes and pigs as a 
punishment and an admonition to others. During the siege of the 
Jewish tribe of Bant al-Nadlr in Madlnah, c AlI tried to prevent the 
Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon 
him) from approaching the Jewish fortifications, fearing they 
would offend his ears. The Prophet (may Allah's blessings and 
peace be upon him), however, said: u Fear not, they will not dare." 
He approached them and addressed them with: "0 brothers of 
monkeys and pigs!" to which they did not reply, taken aback by his 
knowledge of the episode. 
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70. They said: "Pray for us to your Lord, that He make 
known to us the exact type of cow she should be, for 
to us cows look alike. And if Allah wills, we shall be 
rightly guided." , - 

71. He answered: "He says she is a cow which has not 
been yoked, nor ploughed the land nor watered the 
fields; a cow free from any blemish." "Now you have 
told us the truth," they answered; and they sacrificed 
it, although they almost did not. 

72. And when you slew a man and began to accuse one 
another, but Allah made known what you concealed. 

73. So We commanded: "Strike [the corpse] with a 
piece of it [the sacrificed cow]." Thus Allah restores 
the dead to life and shows you His signs [the miracles 
given to the Prophets], that you may understand. 32 

74. After this your hearts became as hard as rock, or 
even harder; for from some rocks rivers burst forth, 
while others split asunder so that water gushes from 
them, and others fall down from fear of Allah. And 
Allah is not unaware of what you do. 

75. Now [0 Muslims], do you then hope that they [the 
Jews] will believe in you, when some of them have 
already heard the word of Allah and knowingly 
perverted it, after they had understood its meaning? 33 
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76. When they meet with the believers they declare: 
"We are believers." But when they are alone they say to 
each other: "Will you tell them what Allah has revealed 
to you, that they might contend with you before your 
Lord concerning it? Have you then no sense?" 



32 A man among the Israelites killed his uncle, in order to appro- 
priate his wealth. They attempted to identify the killer, but could 
not. Praying for Divine aid, Moses received the command to sacri- 
fice a cow. When he announced this sacrifice to the Israelites they 
treated it as a jest, and attempted to find all kinds of excuses in 
order to evade the command. The more questions they asked, the 
more difficult Allah made it when answering them; finally they ran 
out of excuses and obeyed. The Israelites used a piece of meat 
taken from the sacrificed cow to strike the dead person, who came 
back to life momentarily to name his killer., . 

33 Rabbis after Moses (peace be upon him) changed, the Torah, 
and interpreted it according to their own desires. The tampering 
with and alteration of sacred texts begins with interpretation. The 
interpreter claims that he has found a new meaning to the text, of 
which the ancients were unaware. The next step is to add or 
remove parts of the text or change letters or words. This has been 
the historical fate of all the revealed texts previous to the Qur'an. 
Translation into another language clearly offers all these possibili- 
ties. Loss of the original text makes the process irreversible. The 



Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) said that 
the Muslims would follow the Jews and the Christians in every- 
thing that they did. [Ibn Majah] Since the Muslims have already 
followed them by adopting their ways of thinking, dressing, 
behaving, furnishing their houses, managing their money, their 
social, political and international affairs; it only remains for them 
to destroy their religion by perverting their sacred texts as the pre- 
vious religious communities have done. Allah has promised within 
the Qur'an itself to protect the Qur'an till the end of time; the text 
itself cannot be tampered with. However, deviant interpretations 
abound, even despite the Prophet's threat that nothing short of 
Hell would be the fate of he who interprets the Qur'an according 
to his whims. As for hadlth (Prophetic tradition), many books have 
already appeared where hadtth have been simply dropped out or 
relocated under different headings than in the original; trimmed 
and changed to fit the compiler's bias. Impostors do not hesitate 
to pronounce a hadith weak when it suits their purpose, and then, 
in another book, pronounce the same hadith strong in support of a 
different argument. 
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77. Do they really not know that Allah has full knowl- 
edge of all they hide and all that they reveal? 

78. There are illiterate men among them who are 
ignorant of the Book [Torah], and depend on nothing 
but conjecture and guesswork, 

79. Woe to those who write the Book with their own 
hands, and then declare: "This is from Allah," in order 
to sell it for a paltry price. Woe unto them because of 
what their hands have written, and woe unto them for 
what they have gained [from their trade!] 34 



80. They also say: "The Fire is not going to touch us, 
and [even if it does], it will be only for a few days!" 
Say: "Did Allah make such a promise, for Allah will 
not break His promise, or do you attribute to Allah 
things you do not know?" 

81. Indeed, whoever earns evil and becomes surround- 
ed by his sin, such are the dwellers of the Fire, abiding 
therein perpetually. 

82. And those who believe and do good works, such 
are the dwellers of the Garden, abiding therein perpet- 
ually. 

83. And [remember] when We made a pact with the 
Children of Israel: "Worship none but Allah, show 
kindness to your parents and your relatives, to the 
orphans and the needy; speak kindly to people, estab- 
lish the ritual prayer and pay the zakai" Then you 
turned away, with the exception of a few, paying no 
heed. 



34 According to commentators some rabbis appended their own 
interpretations to the Torah, claiming that they formed a part of 
the Book. They used to sell these to people for money. 
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84. [0 Children of Israel, remember] When We made 
a pact with you: "You shall not shed blood among 
yourselves, nor expel one another from your homes." 
And you confirmed it, and were witnesses thereto. 

85. Then, there you were slaying yourselves 35 and driv- 
ing some of you out from your homes and helping 
others against them with sin and aggression. And 
when they come to you as captives you ransom them, 
although the expulsion [itself] was unlawful for you. 
Do you believe in one part of the Book and disbelieve 
in another? Those of you who act like this shall only be 
rewarded with disgrace in this world, and with the 
most grievous torment on the Day of Resurrection. 
Allah is not unaware of what you do. 

86. Such are they who buy the life of this world at the 
price of the hereafter. Their torment will not be light- 
ened, nor will they be helped. 36 
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87. And We gave Moses the Book [Torah], and after 
him We sent Messenger after Messenger. We gave 
Jesus son of Mary the clear signs and strengthened 
him with the Holy Spirit [the Angel Gabriel]. Is it so, 
that whenever a Messenger whose message does not 
suit your desires comes to you, you grow arrogant, 
denying some of them, and slaying others? 

88. They [the Jews] say: "Our hearts are covered," but 
Allah has cursed them for their unbelief. Little faith do 
they have. 



35 As in verse 54, when the Qur'an says "yourselves" it means 36 Before Islam, the Jews of Madlnah were divided into two war- 
"some of you against the others." The one-word expression in ring groups. When they took each other prisoner they would pay 
English is strictly the same as in the Arabic, obviously capable of ransom to take their prisoners back. When asked the reason, they 
giving rise to the same misinterpretation. claimed it was the commandment of Allah that a Jew must ransom 

another Jew, which was untrue. 
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89. But when a Book came to them from Allah con- 
firming their own [the Torah] — though before they 
were asking for a victory over the disbelievers 37 — when 
that which they know came to them they denied it. 
Allah's curse be on the disbelievers. 

90. Evil is that for which they have sold their souls; to 
deny what Allah has sent down, grudging that He 
should send down of His bounty upon whom He 
chooses from His servants! They have incurred wrath 
upon wrath. For disbelievers there is a humiliating 
punishment 



91. And when it is said to them: "Believe in what Allah 
has sent down," they say: "We believe in what was 
sent down to us [the Torah]." But they deny what 
came after it, although it is the truth, confirming that 
which they possess. Say [to them, Prophet]: "Why 
then did you kill the Messengers of Allah before, if you 
are indeed believers?" 

92. Moses came to you with clear signs, but in his 
absence you chose the calf, and you were unjust. 

93. And [remember] when We made a pact with you, 
and raised the Mount above you, [saying]: "Hold fast 
to what We have given you, and hear [Our command- 
ments]," you said: "We hear and disobey." For their 
disbelief, they were made to drink into their hearts 
[the love of] the calf. Say [to them]: "Evil is that which 
your belief enjoins you to, if you are believers." 



11 The Jews of Yathrib (the pre-Islamic name of Madlnah), 
refused the coming of the Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's bless- 
ings and peace be upon him), even though their forefathers had 
emigrated to that place solely in expectation of the appearance 
there of the Prophet which was foretold in the Torah. It had been 
their practice, before the Prophet came amongst them, to beseech 
Allah by him, that for his sake, Allah would grant them victory 



over the idolaters. They also threatened the idolaters that when the 
promised Prophet arrived they would make a great slaughter of 
them. However, when the Last Prophet turned out to be an Arab, 
even though their learned men recognized him, they denied and 
rejected him, deserving the everlasting curse of Allah. 
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94. [0 Muhammad] Say to them: "If the abode of the 
Hereafter with Allah is exclusively reserved for you, 
and not for the rest of mankind, then wish for death, if 
you are sincere!" 

95. But they will never wish for death, because of what 
their hands have wrought. And Allah knows well the 
unjust. 38 

96. You will find that, of all mankind, they are the 
greediest for life; greedier, even, than the polytheists. 
Each one of them would love to live a thousand years, 
although to do so would not inch them away from 
punishment. Allah is [the] Seer of all that they do. 

97. Say [0 Muhammad, to them]: "He who is an 
enemy to Gabriel [should know that] it is he [Gabriel] 
who has brought down [this Qur'an] upon your heart, 
by Allah's leave, confirming that which was [revealed] 
before it, and a guidance and glad tidings to believers. 

98. "He who is an enemy to Allah, and His Angels and 
His Messengers, and to Gabriel and Michael [should 
know that] Allah is an enemy to the disbelievers." 39 
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99. [0 Muhammad] We have sent down to you clear 
signs, and none but the corrupt will deny them. 

100. Is it not so that whenever they make a pact a party 
of them set it aside? Nay, most of them do not believe. 

101. And when a Messenger came to them from Allah, 
confirming that which they already possess [the 
Torah], a group from among those who had received 
the Book threw the Book of Allah behind their backs 
as though they knew nothing. 



^ The Jews claimed that the Hereafter was only for the Jews, but 
because of their weak faith, were loath to die. 

39 A rabbi of the Arabian town of Fadak, named c Abd-Allah ibn 
Suraya, argued with the Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's bless- 
ings and peace be upon him) and asked him: "Who brings you the 
revelations?" When the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace 
be upon' him) answered that it was the Archangel Gabriel (peace 
be upon him), the rabbi grew angry and said: "He is our enemy. If 
somebody else had brought it, we would have believed." 
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102. They followed that which the devils had [falsely] 
attributed to the kingdom of Solomon. Yet Solomon 
did not disbelieve, but the devils disbelieved, teaching 
people magic, and that which was sent down to Harut 
and Marut, the two angels at Babylon. Nor did they 
[the two angels] teach it to anyone until they had said: 
"We are only a temptation, therefore do not disbelieve 
[in Allah's guidance]." And from these two, people 
learned that by which they caused division between 
man and wife; but they injured no one with it, save by 
Allah's leave. And they learn that which harms them, 



and profits them not. And surely they know that he 
who traffics therein will have no portion in the Here- 
after; and surely evil is the price for which they sell 
their souls, if they but knew. 

103. And if they had believed in Allah and protected 
themselves from evil, a recompense from Allah would 
have been better, if they had but known. 

104. believers! Do not say: "Look at us," but say: 
"Regard us" and listen; and for the disbelievers there 
is a painful punishment. 40 

105. Neither the disbelievers among the People of the 
Book 41 nor the polytheists would like it that there 
should be sent down to you any good thing from your 
Lord. But Allah chooses for His mercy whom He wills, 
and Allah is of tremendous favor. 



4C The word, Rdind, means "look at us", but could easily be dis- 4I The term, People of the Book, refers to the Jews and Chris- 
torted by enemies in a derisory -sense. The believers were tians, because they both received revealed Books (the Torah and. 
counseled to use a form which could not be thus distorted. Gospel) from their Prophets. 
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106. If We abrogate any verse or cause it to be forgot- 
ten, We replace it by a better or an equal one. Do you 
not know that Allah has power over all things? 42 

107. Do you not know that to Allah belongs the sover- 
eignty of the heavens and the earth, and that there is 
none besides Him to protect or help you? 

108. Or would you then question your Prophet as 
Moses was once questioned? He who changes belief 
for disbelief surely strays from the even path. 

109. Many of the People of the Book wish, through 
their rancorous envy, to lead you back to disbelief now 
that you have embraced faith and the truth has become 
manifest to them. Forgive and be indulgent [towards 
them], until Allah makes known His will. Indeed Allah 
has power over all things. 



42 When a verse is revealed to cancel out an earlier provision of 
revelation, this is called naskh (abrogation). Allah has always sent 
new Prophets and Books to fulfill the needs of a world whose cul- 
ture and civilization is in constant change. The verses 
abrogated— ail during the time of its revelation— within the 
Qur'anic text itself, are very few and include legislation concerning 
alcohol drinking, the punishment for adultery, and jihad (struggle 
for Allah). 
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no. Establish the ritual prayer, and pay the zakdt, and 
whatever good you send ahead for your souls, you will 
find it with Allah. Allah sees well all that you do. 

in. And they say. "None will enter the Garden unless 
he be a Jew or a Christian." These are their wishes. 
Say: "Bring your proof if you are truthful!" 

112. No, but whoever surrenders his face to Allah, 
while acting with excellence, his reward shall be with 
his Lord, and no fear shall come upon them, neither 
shall they grieve. 43 



« Again, as in verse 58, and indeed throughout the Qur'an, 
Allah calls. His servants, to ihsdn (excellence) and speaks of the 
muhsin (the one who acts with excellence). Worship in the formal 
sense is not enough in itself for salvation. Rather one must behave 
with excellence in everything one does, only for the sake of Allah, 
without fear of other than Him. 
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113. The Jews said the Christians were misguided; and 
the Christians said it was the Jews who were misguid- 
ed; although both are readers of the Book [the Torah 
and Gospel]. Those who know nothing said the same. 
Allah will judge between them on the Day of Resurrec- 
tion concerning that wherein they differ. 



114. Who does greater wrong than he who forbids 
Allah's mosques, 44 that His name be remembered 
therein, and seeks to destroy them? As for such peo- 
ple, they do not deserve to enter them unless it be with 
fear in their hearts. They will be held to shame in this 
world, and a painful torment in the Hereafter shall be 
theirs. 

115. To Allah belongs the east and the west. Whichever 
way you turn, there is the Face of Allah. 45 Allah is 
Vast, 46 Knowing. 

116. They say: "Allah has taken a son." Transcendent 
is He! On the contrary, to Him belongs all that the 
heavens and the earth contain. All things are sub- 
servient to Him. 47 

117. Originator of the heavens and the earth; when He 
decrees a thing, He merely says: "Be!" and it is. 48 

118. And those who have no knowledge say: "Why 
does Allah not speak to us, or give us a sign?" The 
people before them demanded the same thing. Their 
hearts are similar. We have already shown clear signs 
to those who have certitude. 

119. We have sent you [0 Muhammad] with the truth, 
and as a bringer of glad tidings and a warner. You 
shall not be questioned about the people of the Flame. 



44 The term translated as "mosques" here is masojid, the plural 
of masjid, which means a place of prostration. As Muslims are 
allowed to pray anywhere, any location in which they choose to 
pray is a masjid. Any building specifically designated for ritual 
prayer is also called a masjid (mosque). The reference here is to the 
Ka c bah and the Sacred Mosque surrounding it in Makkah, and 
every other place of prayer.' 

45 Muslims turn their faces towards the Ka'bah (the house of 
worship in Makkah built by the Prophet Abraham, peace be upon 
him) for the ritual prayer. The Ka'bah is the outward orientation; 
the symbol of the inward orientation of the heart towards Allah. 
Lest people should forget that the Kcfbah is a symbol, Allah clearly 
states in this verse His omnipresence. The obligatory, ritual prayer 
requires maximum concentration and this is helped by concentra- 
tion on the Ka l bah. Supererogatory prayers and supplications, if 
one is travelling and unable to face the Ka bah, however, can be 



performed in any direction. 

46 Al-Wasi\ The Vast, is He whose vastness is unlimited, He Who 
surrounds and encompasses everything. 

47 The Jews claimed that Uzayr (identified by some Qur'anic 
commentators as Ezra of the Bible) was the "son of God," while 
the Christians made the same claim for Jesus, and the polytheists 
claimed that the angels were the daughters of God. Allah is infi- 
nite, without boundary, limit, or enclosing definition of any sort. 
He cannot be finite. If anything co-existed with Him, He would 
cease to be infinite, since there can be nothing outside the Infinite. 
To claim that anything has separated from Him; such as a son, a 
daughter, or another god, is to deny that He is the Infinite. 

48 All of creation and its creatures are known to Allah eternally. 
When He wishes to create something, manifest it outwardly, He 
says to it: "Be!'' and it instantaneously is. 
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no. Neither the Christians nor the Jews will be 
pleased with you until you follow their faith. Say: "The 
guidance of Allah is the [only] guidance." And if, after 
all the knowledge you have received, you yield to their 
desires, there shall be none to help or protect you 
from Allah. 49 

i2i. Those to whom We have given the Book, and who 
read it the way it should be read, truly believe in it. 
And those who deny it, they are the true losers. 50 

122. Children of Israel! Remember the favors that I 
have bestowed on you and that I preferred you above 
everyone else. 51 

123. And guard yourselves against a day when no soul 
will avail another, nor shall compensation be accepted 
from it, nor will intercession be of use to it, nor will 
they be helped. 

124. And [remember] when his Lord tried Abraham 
with certain words [commandments], and he fulfilled 
them. He said: "I have appointed you a leader for 
mankind." Abraham said: "And of my descendants?" 
He said: "My pact does not extend to the transgres- 
sors." 

125. And we made the House [the Ka c bah] a place of 
assembly for mankind and a place of safety, [saying]: 
"Adopt the place where Abraham stood, as a place of 
ritual prayer." And We entrusted Abraham and Ish- 
mael to purify Our house for those who walk around 
it, and those who sit there, and those who bow down 
and prostrate. 



49 This is entirely hypothetical. The Prophet (may Allah's bless- 
ings and peace be upon him), like all other Prophets, was 
protected, and so never could have yielded to anything differing 
from what Allah had revealed to him. This verse, however, serves 
to put things into perspective. It is as if Allah were saying: "You are 
My Beloved, the Master of all Prophets, yet if you were to swerve 
from My path, there would be no one to stand between you and 
Me!" It is like the Prophet's saying (may Allah's blessings and 
peace be upon him): "Were Fatima, daughter of Muhammad, to 
steal, I would cut off her hand!" It means that none is above the 
law; not that Fatima, one of the four women declared to have 
reached human perfection, was in any danger of succumbing to 
temptation. 

5° This verse was revealed when a Jewish scholar named c Abd- 
Allah ibn Salam, together with his friends, believed in the Qur'an 
and testified to it. According to another account, it refers to a 
group of forty People of the Book who came from Abyssinia under 
the leadership of Ja far ibn Abi Talib, having accepted Islam. 
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126. And when Abraham said: "My Lord, make this 
city a city of peace, and bestow fruits upon its people, 
such of them as believe in Allah and the Last Day." He 
answered: "As for those who disbelieve, I shall satisfy 
them for a while, then I shall compel them to the tor- 
ment of the Fire; and that is the worst destiny." 52 



5 1 The Arabic term used here is a!- c Alamm. Its meaning when used 
in the Fdtthah is "all the worlds". Here it means "every sentient crea- 
ture". Allah preferred the Jews over everyone else in their time by 
sending to them Divine Messengers and leading them to the 
Straight Path. He gave them a sacred law and favored them with a 
succession of Prophets. IVlany of them were virtuous and obedient, 
and about these, the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be 
upon him) told many stories. Many others became fanatical uphold- 
ers of the letter of the law, leaving their hearts, unclean;, these were 
the ones that Jesus son of Mary (may peace be upon him) upbraided. 
Finally, a group of them reverted to idolatry at the first opportunity, 
killing Divine Envoys and filling the Earth with corruption. 

s 2 In this world both believers and disbelievers receive their por- 
tion of material blessings, for the Creator nourishes and guards 
His creatures, whether they obey or disobey Him. Those who use 
the wealth, health and other blessings that Allah has bestowed on 
them in what pleases Him, shall be successful both in this world 
and the Hereafter. 
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127. And when Abraham and Ishmael raised the 
foundations of the house, [they prayed]: "Our Lord! 
Accept from us [this act]; You are indeed the Hearing, 
the Knowing. 53 

128. "0 our Lord! Make us those who submit to You! 
And raise from among our offspring a community of 
those who submit to You. Show us our rites, and 
relent towards us. You are indeed the Relenting, the 
Compassionate. 



129. "Our Lord! And raise among them a Messenger 
from them who shall recite Your signs to them and 
teach them the Book and the wisdom, and purify 
them. You are the August, 54 the Wise." 

130. Who but a fool would renounce the faith of Abra- 
ham? We chose him above others in the world, and in 
the Hereafter he is among the righteous. 

131. When his Lord said to him: "Surrender!" he 
responded: "I have surrendered to the Lord of the 

Worlds." 

132. Abraham enjoined the same upon his children, 
and so did Jacob: "0 my children, Allah has chosen for 
you the true faith [of Islam], so do not die except in 
the faith." 

133. Or were you present when death came to Jacob? 
When he said to his sons: "What will you worship 
when I am gone?" They answered: "We shall worship 
your God and the God of your fathers; Abraham, Ish- 
mael and Isaac: the One [True] God. To Him we are 
submitted." 

134. Those are a people who have passed away. Theirs 
was what they did, and yours is what you do. You will 
not be questioned about their actions. 



53 When Adam and Eve (peace be upon them) were expelled 
from Heaven they met each other, at- the great plain known as 
c Arafat, and walked until they came to the valley-floor where the 
present Kcrbah is located. Adam (peace be upon him) endeavored 
to thank his Lord, desiring to have a place similar to the column of 
light in Heaven which was given to him to walk around {tawaf). 
After the great Deluge of the Prophet Noah (Nuh), this site was 
lost beneath the sands. The Prophet Abraham (peace be upon 
him), following a commandment from his Lord, left his bondmaid 
Hagar with their son, Ishmael, at the Ka c bah. Abraham and Ish- 
mael (peace be upon them both) together dug the sands, found the 



foundations of the original edifice, and rebuilt the Ka'bah upon it. 
The Qur'anic reference to Abraham and Ishmael's u raising..the 
foundations of the House" denotes the building of the present-day 
Ka c bah. He constructed a simple building of four walls, setting a 
black stone in one corner of this building. Today the black stone 
(al-Hqjar al-Aswad) still remains from the original structure of 
Abraham (peace be upon him). 

54 Al- c Aziz, is He Who is August, Eminent, the Unreachable, the 
Important, with infinite importance. 
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135. They say: "Be Jews or Christians, and you will be 
rightly-guided." Say [0 Muhammad]: "Rather the reli- 
gion of Abraham, the upright, and he was not of the 
idolaters." 55 

136. Say [0 Muslims]: "We believe in Allah and that 
which is sent down to us, and in what was sent down 
to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, and the Tribes; 
what was given to Moses and Jesus and what was 
given to the Prophets by their Lord. We make no dis- 
tinction between any of them, and to Him we have 
surrendered ourselves." 56 

137. If they believe in what you believe, they shall be 
rightly-guided; yet if they reject it, they shall surely be 
in discord. Allah will suffice you [for defense] against 
them. He is the Hearing, the Knowing. 

138. The coloring of Allah; and whose coloring is bet- 
ter than Allah's? He it is that we worship. 

139. Say [to the People of the Book]: "Do you dispute 
with us concerning Allah, when He is our Lord and 
your Lord? We have our works and you have yours. To 
Him we are sincere." 
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140. Or do you say that Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, 
Jacob, and the Tribes, were Jews or Christians? Say: 
"Do you know better, or does Allah?" Who is more 
unjust than the man who hides a testimony which he 
has received from Allah? Allah is not unaware of what 
you do. 

141. Those are a people who have passed away; theirs 
is what they earned and yours is what you earn. And 
you will not be asked what they used to do. 



55 Upright (hanlf) means following the.true and ancient faith, the 
faith of Adam and all subsequent Prophets (peace be upon them 
all), the Primordial Religion, that is natural to all mankind when in 
an uncorrupted state. 

56 The Tribes (asbdt) referred to here are the twelve tribes of 
Israel, descendants of Jacob's (peace be upon him) twelve sons. 
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142. The foolish among the people will ask: "What has 
made them change their orientation [qiblah]?" 57 Say: 
"To Allah belongs the east and the west. He guides 
whom He will to a straight path." 



143. Thus have We made you a middle nation, so that 
you may be witnesses against mankind, and that the 
Messenger may be a witness against you. We only 
decreed your former orientation so that We might 
know the Messenger's true followers and those who 
would turn on their heels. It was indeed a hard test, 
except for those whom Allah guided. Allah would not 
cause your faith to be in vain. He is Kind 58 and Com- 
passionate to mankind. 59 

144. [0 Muhammad] We have seen you turn your face 
towards heaven [hoping to be granted your wish from 
your Lord]. We will surely turn you towards an orien- 
tation that will please you. Turn towards the Sacred 
Mosque; 60 and wherever you may be, turn your faces 
towards it. Those to whom the Books were given 
know this to be the truth from their Lord. And Allah is 
not unaware of what they do. 61 

145. Even if you gave those who have received the 
Books every sign, they would not follow your orienta- 
tion, nor would you follow theirs; nor will they follow 
each other's orientations. If, after all the knowledge 
you have been given, you were to follow their desires, 
you would surely be unjust. 



57 After the Hijrah (emigration) of the Prophet Muhammad (may 
Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) and his Companions 
from Makkah to Madlnah, the Muslims faced Jerusalem for about 
sixteen or seventeen months of worship. This was the way Allah 
chose to proclaim the continuity of the monotheistic line of Divine 
Messengers and to confirm that Muhammad (may Allah's bless- 
ings and peace be upon him) was Abraham's (peace be upon him) 
heir, as were the- -Prophets before him. However, this fact was 
exploited by the Jews who claimed that the Prophet (may Allah's 
blessings and peace be upon him) did not know which way to face, 
and was thus forced to imitate them. The Prophet (may Allah's 
blessings and peace be upon him) prayed to Allah to give him the 
qiblah (orientation) that would please his heart. Then came the 
commandment of Allah. This verse turned the Muslim community 
in worship to face the Holy Ka'bah. Yet, even after this command- 
ment was given, the Jews and the hypocrites continued to talk. 

58 Ar-Ra'uf, the Kind, is He Who treats His creation with kind- 
ness, which is a mode of mercy. He listens to their pleas with 



sympathy and judges them with compassion. 

59 According to hadith (Prophetic tradition), many nations will 
deny the fact that their Prophets (peace be upon them all) ever con- 
veyed the message they were entrusted with. The Muslims, in 
possession of the only uncorrupted Book, will testify that the 
Prophets indeed transmitted their messages and fulfilled their 
trusts, basing their testimony on what Allah informed them of in 
the Qur'am As for -the Muslims, it is their own Prophet (may 
Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) who will testify against 
them — including ail their generations — for he said: "My life is 
good for you; you do things, and things are done for you [i.e., new 
legislation sent down to him for them]. And my death is good for 
you; your actions are shown to me; if 1 see good, I thank Allah, and 
if I see evil I ask forgiveness for you." (Transmitted by Al-Bazzar, 
al-Harith ibn Abl Usama, al-Suyuti, and others; and declared 
sound by Imam al-Traql. Imam al-Haytaml and Imam al-Suyuti.) 

60 The Sacred Mosque is al-Masjid al-Haram in Makkah. 
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146. Those to whom We gave the Books recognize him 
[the Prophet] as well as they recognize their own sons. 
But some of them knowingly conceal the truth. 62 

147. This is the truth from your Lord; therefore do not 
be of those who doubt. 

148. Each one has a goal toward which he turns; so vie 
with one another in good works. Wherever you may 
be, Allah will bring you all together. Allah is over all 
things, Powerful. 

149. So from wherever you depart, turn your face 
towards the Sacred Mosque. This is surely the truth 
from your Lord. Allah is not unaware of what you do. 

150. From wherever you depart, turn your face towards 
the Sacred Mosque. And wherever you are [0 Mus- 
lims] face towards it [when you pray], so that men 
may have no argument against you, except the 
unjust— fear them not, but fear Me!— that 1 may com- 
plete My favor upon you, and that you may be 
righdy-guided. 
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151. We have sent to you a Messenger from among 
you, to recite to you Our signs [revelations] and purify 
you, teach you ±e Book and the wisdom, and teach 
you that of which you have no knowledge. 63 

152. Remember Me; and I will remember you. Give 
thanks to Me and deny Me not. 

153. Believers, seek help in patience and in the ritual 
prayer. Allah is with those that are patient. 64 



61 This is a very important point that people lose sight of these 
davs Allah said to His Beloved (may Allah's blessings and peace 
be upon him): "We shall surelv turn you toward an orientation 
[qibloh] that will please you." Thus, the Sacred Mosque (in 
Makkah), with its formidable holiness, was given to the Prophet at 
his pleasure for the direction of prayer; given by Allah to His 
Be l OV ed-whose rank is far above any time, place, or rite, however 
sacred they may be. 

t; The Jews and Christians had read in their Books that another 
Prophet was to come, possessed of specific qualities by which he 
could be recognized. This awareness was passed on from genera- 



tion to generation, and the advent of the new Messenger was 
eagerly awaited. However, when he finally appeared as a poor Arab 
orphan they immediately rejected him. In reality many of them 
were certain that he was the true Prophet, as foretold by their 
Books. Yet so great was their pride and stubbornness that they dis- 
owned him. 

6 ? Wisdom is here taken to mean the second source or Islamic 
legislation, which is the Prophetic Sunnah, the immense treasury of 
hadlth (Prophetic tradition) preserved by the early scholars. In a 
wider sense, the Book and the Sunnah are the two sources of all 
Islamic knowledge, of which the law is but one portion. 
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154. And do not say that those who were slain in the 
cause of Allah are dead; rather, they are alive; but you 
do not perceive [their life]. 65 

155. We shall surely test you with fear and hunger, and 
loss of property and lives and crops; but give glad tid- 
ings to those who have fortitude. 

156. Who, when struck by misfortune, say: "We 
belong to Allah, and surely to Him we shall return." 



157. On such will be blessings from their Lord and 
mercy; and such are the righdy-guided. 

158. Al-Sqfa and al-Marwa are among the sacred rites of 
Allah. It is no sin for he who is on the Pilgrimage 
[Hqj] or the Lesser Pilgrimage [ c Umrah] to the House 
[the Ka c bah] should he walk between them. He that 
does good of his own volition; truly Allah is Thankful, 
Knowing. 66 

159. Those that hide the clear proofs and the guidance 
We have sent down, after We have proclaimed them to 
the people in the Book, shall be cursed by Allah and by 
those [who have the power to curse]. 

160. Except those that repent and amend and declare 
[the truth]. These, I relent towards them, and I am the 
Relenting, the Compassionate. 

161. Those who disbelieve, and die as disbelievers, 
they shall incur the curse of Allah, of the angels, and 
of all mankind. 

162. Remaining perpetually under [this curse]; their 
torment shall not be lightened, nor shall they be 
reprieved. 67 

163. Your God is One God; there is no god but He, the 
All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 



64 The Arabic term used in the verse is sabr t which, according to 
its context, can be rendered in English as patience, fortitude, or 
steadfastness. 

65 This verse concerns the fourteen people who were martyred at 
the Battle of Badr, which was the first major clash between the 
aggressive idolaters of Makkah and the new Muslim community 
after their emigration to Madlnah. It equally applies to all martyrs. 

66 Pilgrimage consists of traveling to Makkah, circumambulat- 
ing the Kcfbah seven times and walking between the two hills of 
Saja and Marwa seven times. This constitutes c Umrah (the Lesser 
Pilgrimage) and can be done any day of the year. When these rites 
are performed during the month of DhuT-Hijj'a and the pilgrims 
also stand on the Plain of ( Arafat and perform the additional rites 



at Mina, this becomes Hey] (the Pilgrimage) which can be done 
only once a year at the prescribed time. 

Saja and Marina are two small hills on the eastern side of the 
Ka c bah. When Hagar (Abraham's bond-maid) was searching for 
water for her child, she ran between these two hills seven times. 
Today, those who go to Makkah to perform the Pilgrimage and the 
Lesser Pilgrimage perform the rite of sal (walking and running 
between these two hills). In this verse we are specifically told that 
there is no sin in running between the two hills, because during 
the age of ignorance in Arabia before Islam, there were two idols 
standing on them. Some Muslims still had doubts about this rite 
on account of the idols that used to be there, forgetting its origin, 
until this verse was revealed. 
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164. In the creation of the heavens and the earth; in 
the alternation of night and day; in the sailing of the 
ships through the ocean for the benefit of mankind; in 
the water which Allah sends down from the sky and 
with which He revives the earth after its death; in the 
animals of all kinds He has scattered therein; in the 
ordering of the winds and clouds that are driven 
between heaven and earth, are signs for people who 
can think. 68 

165. Some people set up equals besides Allah and love 
them as they love Allah. Those who believe are 
stauncher in love of Allah. If only the unjust could see 
[the day] when they behold the torment; might is His 
alone, and Allah is severe in torment! 

166. Then would those who are followed disown those 
who followed [them]; they will see the punishment, 
and all that unites them will be severed. 

167. Those who followed [them] will say: "Would that 
we were given a chance to return; then we would dis- 



6 7 We are told here how ungrateful Man can be to his Lord, and 
how. unjust to himself and others by denying the truth once it has , 
come to him; and so how awful will be his end. 

68 Man can use his intelligence to obey Allah and learn lessons 
from observing the natural phenomena around him. Those who 
reflect and think clearly reach the truth and come to know the Cre- 
ator. Those whose thinking is not clear, because untrained to be 
thorough and objective, or because clouded by emotions or preju- 
dices, remain veiled from the truth. 
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own them even as they have disowned us." Thus will 
Allah show them their own deeds to be constant 
remorse for them, and they will not emerge from the 
Fire. 

168. O mankind! Eat of that which is lawful and good 
in the earth, and follow not the footsteps of the Devil, 
for he is indeed a declared enemy to you. 

169. He enjoins upon you evil and indecency, and to 
say concerning Allah that which you know not. 69 



6 9 The Devil, who is the- personification of evil, arouses and 
aggravates evil thoughts and desires in man, and makes them 
justifiable in his eyes. » , ,- 
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170. And when it was said to them: "Follow what Allah 
has sent down/ 5 they said: "We will follow that where- 
in we found our forefathers." What! Even if their 
forefathers comprehended nothing, nor were they 
rightly-guided? 70 

171. The likeness of the disbelievers [in relation to the 
Messenger] is that of the [shepherd] who calls on 
[beasts] that can hear nothing except a shout and a 
cry. They are deaf, dumb and blind, therefore they do 
not understand. 



172. you who believe! Eat of the good 71 things which 
We have provided for you, and be grateful to Allah, if it 
is He whom you worship. 

173. He has only forbidden you carrion, blood, and 
swine, and that which has been consecrated to any 
other than Allah. But he who is driven by necessity, 
neither craving nor transgressing, it is no sin for him. 
For Allah is Forgiving, 72 Compassionate. 73 

174. Those who conceal any part of the Book which 
Allah has sent down and barter it for a paltry price, 
they fill their bellies only with fire. Allah will not speak 
to them on the Day of Resurrection, nor will He purify 
them. Theirs will be a painful torment 74 

175. Those are they who purchase error at the price of 
guidance, and torment at the price of pardon. How 
steadfast they are in their efforts to reach the Fire! 

176. That is because Allah has sent down the Book 
with the truth. And those who argue about differences 
in the Books are in great discord. 



70 In these verses Allah condemns those who follow the tradi- 
tions of their forefathers blindly. In this connection, perhaps more 
than any other, those who can think must use their intelligence. 

71 The Arabic term used here is tayyibdt, plural of tayyib; which 
means good, delicious, healthy, fragrant, etc. To Muslims it is self- 
evident that nothing can be good unless it is also lawful. 

72 Al-Ghofur, the Forgiving, is He Who forgives sins and covers 
them up to protect His servants from their consequences, which 
are scandal in this world and punishment in the next. 

73 Since Islam is the religion of ease, necessity renders permissi- 
ble certain things which are normally forbidden. Hence a man may 
eat swine-flesh or other impure things if he will otherwise be in 



danger of starvation. As with all Islamic legislation, first things 
come first. The preservation of one's life takes precedence over the 
prohibition against eating impure things or drinking alcohol. This 
rule of necessity is applicable throughout in Islamic law. 

74 The rabbis of the Jewish tribes settied in Arabia concealed the 
signs of the anticipated Prophet, Muhammad, which were men- 
tioned in their Book. Their priorities were inverted. They preferred 
preserving the identity of the tribes in their charge and their 
authority over them (following the ways of their fathers), to 
accepting the one they knew was the Announced Prophet; con- 
tributing to the formation of his emerging nation and thereby 
leading their people to Paradise. 
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177. Righteousness is not whether you turn your faces 
to the east or to the west; but righteous is he who 
believes in Allah and the Last Day and the angels and 
the Book and the Prophets; and gives of his wealth for 
the love [of Allah] 75 to relatives, orphans, and the 
needy, and the wayfarer, and to those who ask, and for 
[the liberation of] slaves; and establishes the ritual 
prayer and pays the zakdt; and those who keep their 
pledges when they make them, and show patience in 
hardship and adversity, and times of distress. Such are 
the truthful, and such are the God-fearing. 

178. you who believe! The law of retribution is pre- 
scribed for you in the matter of the murdered; the 
freeman for the freeman, the slave for the slave, and 
the female for the female. For him who is forgiven 
something by his [injured] brother, prosecution shall 
be fair, and payment to him in kindness. This is an 
alleviation and a mercy from your Lord. He who trans- 
gresses after this shall have a painful punishment. 76 



75 There are two interpretations to this verse. The first, as trans- 
lated above, is: "...and gives of his wealth for the love [of Allah] to 
relatives...." The second is: "...and gives of his wealth [despite] his 
love [of it] to relatives...." 

76 All religions unanimously agree that murder is a mortal sin. 
Islam tries to eradicate the conditions which stimulate such 
crimes, endeavoring to perfect man by strengthening his faith, 
improving his worship and nurturing his innate ethical values, 
which are founded on a sense of accountability to Allah. Yet crimes 
will always exist in society, and thus Islam provides legislation to 
deal with it; for universal pardon provides no deterrent. Those rel- 
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179. In retribution there is life for you, O people of 
understanding, that perhaps you shall be God-fear- 
ing. 77 

180. It is prescribed for you, when one of you 
approaches death, if he leaves wealth, that he 
bequeath it to parents and near relatives according to 
reasonable usage. This is a duty for all who fear Allah. 

181. And those who change [the will] after they have 
heard it, the sin thereof is only upon those who 
change it. Assuredly, Allah is Hearing, Knowing. 



atives who under certain circumstances may prefer thepaymerit in 
the form of a fine, instead of the death penalty, are given the right 
to request the comminution of the sentence. 

77 That "there is life for you" is an important point. Through 
this legislation, the injured relatives hold the right of the exercise 
of leniency; while at the same time the death penalty is established 
as a major deterrent, thereby "giving life". Abolishing the death 
penalty, on the other hand, guarantees that the murderer's life will 
be preserved, while the injured party, the victim's family, receives 
no compensation. 
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182. And he who fears from a testator some unjust or 
sinful clause, and makes peace between the parties 
incurs no guilt Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 

183. you who believe! Fasting is prescribed for you, 
as it was prescribed for those who came before you; 
that you will perhaps be God-fearing/ 8 

184. [Fast] A certain number of days, but if any one of 
you is ill or on a journey, let him [break his fast, and] 
fast the same number of days later on. And for those 



78 In this and the following verses, the text turns to the obligato- 
ry-daylight fast to be observed during the sacred month of 

. Ramadan. Fasting is one of the five pillars of Islam. This particular 
verse explains the function and benefit of fasting. By cutting our- 
selves off from our worldly requirements for a time, our awareness 
of our dependence on Allah increases, we are more God-fearing, 
and thus more able to guard ourselves against evil. 

79 Those unable to fast because of temporary circumstances 
make up the days they miss whenever fasting becomes possible for 
them. Those who are unable to fast at all because of old age or 
chronic illness can feed the poor instead, if they can afford it. 

80 One of the greatest virtues of the month of Ramadan is that it 
contains a night called the Laylatu'l-Qadr. This is often translated as 



who can afford it there is a ransom: the feeding of a 
man in need. 79 He that does good of his own accord, it 
is better for him, but to fast is better for you, if you did 
but know. 

185. The month of Ramadan in which the Quran was 
revealed, 80 a guidance for mankind, [a Book of] clear 
proofs of guidance and the criterion [distinguishing 
right from wrong]. Therefore whoever of you is pres- 
ent in that month let him fast; but he who is ill or on a 
journey shall fast [a same] number of days later on. 
Allah desires for you ease; He desires not hardship for 
you; and [He desires] that you should complete the 
period, and that you should magnify Allah for giving 
you His guidance, and that perhaps you will be thank- 
ful. 

186. When My servants question you about Me, [tell 
them] I am near, answering the prayer of the suppliant 
when he prays to Me; therefore let them respond to 
Me and believe in Me, that they may be rightly- 
guided. 81 

the u Night of Power" or "Night of Destiny," though perhaps the 
best translation would be the "High Ranking Night." This is the 
night when the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon 
him) received the first revelations brought to him by Gabriel as he 
was in retreat in the cave of Hira\ Muslims commemorate the 
occasion with good works, special prayers, and discourses by 
scholars. 

81 The Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) 
was once asked: "Is our Lord close to us or far away? If He is close 
we will whisper in our prayers; while if He is far away we will raise 
our voices." This verse was revealed explaining that distance and 
volume are not factors; Allah hears and answers prayer, respond- 
ing to those believers who are responsive to Him. 
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187. It is made lawful for you to go to your wives [in 
sexual relations] on the night of the fast. They are a 
garment for you and you are a garment for them. Allah 
knows that you were deceiving yourselves in this 
respect, and He has turned in mercy toward you and 
pardoned you. Therefore you may now have inter- 
course with them and seek what Allah has ordained 
for you. Eat and drink until the white thread becomes 
distinct to you from the black thread of the dawn. 
Then resume the fast till nightfall, and do not 
approach them whilst you are in the mosques. These 
are the limits set by Allah, so do not approach them. 
Thus does Allah make known His signs to mankind, 
that they may be God-fearing. 82 

188. Do not eat up one another's property unjustly nor 
bribe with it the judges in order that you may know- 
ingly and wrongfully deprive others of their 
possessions. 



* I 






189. They question you [0 Muhammad] about the 
crescents. Say: "They are seasons fixed for mankind 
and for the Pilgrimage." And it is not righteousness 
that you enter houses by the back. The righteous is he 
who fears Allah. Enter houses by their doors, and fear 
Allah, that you may prosper. 83 

190. Fight for the sake of Allah those that fight against 
you, but do not attack them first. Allah does not love 
the aggressors. 84 



h2 In the early days of Islam, the Muslims held to a strict rule of 
fasting from the evening meal of one day until the evening meal of 
the next. If they fell asleep before they had taken, their meal they 
abstained from it, with the result that some people fainted from 
hunger. Intercourse with their spouses was similarly restricted to 
the same short time period as the meal. By the revelation of this 
verse, the present practice of fasting from first light until sun- 
down, was established. 

^ The Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) 
was asked why the moon begins as a very thin crescent, gradually 
becomes full, and then gradually returns to a thin crescent again. 
The answer came in this verse. The movements of the moon deter- 



mine the lunar calendar, a'suwell: as determining the Pilgrimage 
days. The verse also containsia condemnation of the pre-lslamic 
custom by which, when irf ihrdm (the state of consecration 
required for pilgrimage to Makkah), the idolaters used to avoid 
entering their houses by the front door upon returning home. The 
provision has a more general application, defining the need to 
observe proper manners, and, metaphorically, to carry out one's 
affairs in a straightforward and open fashion. 

u Here the general Islamic commandment about armed combat 
is presented. Wars of aggression are specifically forbidden, but to 
fight in self-defense is not only allowable, it is an obligation to 
prevent the occurrence of sedition and persecution in the land. 
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191. Kill them wherever you find them [those who 
fight against you]; drive them out of the places from 
which they drove you, for sedition and persecution 85 
are worse than killing. But do not fight them at the 
Sacred Mosque until they first attack you there, but if 
they attack you [there], then kill them. Such is the 
reward of the disbelievers. 

192. But if they desist, then [know that] Allah is For- 
giving, Compassionate. 



193. And fight them until sedition and persecution are 
no more, and religion is all Allah's. But if they desist, 
then let there be no hostility except against the trans- 
gressors. 

194. A sacred month for a sacred month, and sacred 
things [too are subject to] reciprocity. If anyone 
attacks you, attack him with the like of that with 
which he attacked you. And fear Allah, and know that 
Allah is with the God-fearing. 86 

195. Spend for the cause of Allah, and do not cast 
yourselves into destruction by your own hands. Act 
with excellence, and know that Allah loves those who 
act with excellence. 

196. Perform the Pilgrimage and the Lesser Pilgrimage 
for Allah. If you are obstructed, then send such sacri- 
fice 87 as you can afford. And do not shave your heads 
until the offerings have reached their destination. But 
whoever among you is ill or has an ailment of the head 
must pay a ransom, either by fasting or by charity, or 
by offering a sacrifice. And if you are in safety, then 
whosoever combines the Lesser Pilgrimage with the 
Pilgrimage [by relaxing the state of consecration in 
between] must offer such sacrifice as he can afford. If 
he cannot afford [to sacrifice an animal] then let him 
fast three days while he is on Pilgrimage and seven 
days when he has returned; that is, ten in all. That is 
for him whose family are not present [residents] at the 
Sacred Mosque. And fear Allah; and know that Allah is 
severe in punishment. 



85 The Arabic term used here is al-Jitnah, a word with wide rang- 
ing meaning. It can mean temptation, seduction, testing, 
persecution, civil discord and sedition. 

86 In the 6th year of the Muslim calendar, the Prophet (may the 
blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) left Madlnah for 
Makkah with the intention of performing the Lesser Pilgrimage, 
but his path was blocked by the Makkan idolaters at a place called 
Hudaybiyah. There were bitter arguments there, but in the end, the 
Treaty of Hudaybiyah was signed. According to the articles of this 
treaty, the Muslims in that year were to return back to Madlnah 
without performing the Lesser Pilgrimage, but the following year 



in the same sacred month were to be permitted to perform it. The 
idolaters, at the time, thought this a great victory, although the 
Muslims were successful in visiting the Sacred Mosque in Makkah 
the following year. Hence the establishment of the rule of the 
"sacred month for the sacred month." Sacred things too are sub- 
ject to reciprocity. 

87 The sacrifices referred to in this verse are livestock, slaugh- 
tered, and their meat distributed to the poor. 
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197. The Pilgrimage is [in] the appointed months. 
Whoever intends to perform it therein must abstain 
from sexual intercourse, obscene language, and argu- 
ments while on the Pilgrimage. And whatever good 
you do, Allah knows it. So make provisions for your- 
selves [for the journey to the hereafter], and the best 
provision is piety; therefore fear Me, people of 
understanding! 

198. It is no sin for you to seek the bounty of your Lord 
[by trading during the Pilgrimage season]. 88 But when 
you come hastening from c Arafat with the multitude, 
remember Allah at the Sacred Monument. 89 Remem- 
ber He Who gave you guidance, although before you 
were of those gone astray. 90 

199. Then depart from the place whence the multitude 
hastens onward, and ask forgiveness of Allah. Allah is 
Forgiving, Compassionate. 

200. And when you have completed your sacred rites, 



88 The pre-Islamic Arabs used to hold street bazaars during the 
Pilgrimage season, where all kinds of merchandise would be dis- 
played; Since these bazaars ■ were conducted ..according to 
pre-Islamic usage, the Muslims considered them unlawful. But 
Allah here legalized the practice of sale during the Pilgrimage. 

89 Al-Mash c ar al-Haram (the Sacred Monument) is the mosque 
marking the place where the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and 
peace be upon him) stopped in Muzdalifah (a plain en route from 

Arafat to Mina and Makkah) after having finished the Pilgrimage 
rite of standing on c Arafat. 

90 Like the other forms of worship, the Pilgrimage benefits soci- 
ety in numerous ways, for instance: 
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then [continue to] remember Allah as you remember 
your forefathers, or even more. Among mankind there 
are some who say: "Our Lord! Give us in this world!" 
and in the Hereafter they have no share. 

201. And there are others who say: "Lord! Give us what 
is good in this world and what is good in the Here- 
after; and keep us from the torment of the Fire!" 

202. For them there is a reward which they have 
earned. Assuredly, Allah is swift in reckoning. 



(1) The thrdm (pilgrim's dress) is two seamless pieces of cloth, 
symbolizing the fact that the pilgrims have left behind all worldly 
things, their possessions^ title, position, nobility and the like, and 
stand equal before Him Who created them all. 

(2) The thram resembles the shroud in which the dead are 
buried. And the mass gathering at the plain of c Arafat recalls the 
Day of Judgement. 

(3) People from all over the world, of every race and culture, 
gather together for exchange in both the material and spiritual 
realms, and to seek solutions to their common problems, demon- 
strating the unity of mankind. 



AL-BAQARAH • 2 



32 



■ ^ 4££ -a^ ^ -2^ ^ v &** -^ ^^ ^^^ : ':^''^''^il^'^ *& 

' "«vy- SS> \va \v/ wy w> w> w> w> w> vvy w/ w xvy ;™ , 2— — ,:L. 



SAX 






i^h^i^^r 



fit,*?* , ^ " X / J\ >■ / '.'■ 1" ^ |<H 

A «j (^^Uj 6L3 %^ Ov-^ J ^ p±ss*}*±->l 



« 



203. And remember Allah on the Appointed Days [the 
three days which close the Hajj] . Whoever hastens [his 
departure] on the second day, there is no sin upon 
him. And whoever delays, there is no sin for him; for 
him who fears [Allah]. Have fear of Allah, then, and 
know that you will be gathered unto Him. 

204. There are certain men whose conversation on the 
life of this world pleases you [0 Muhammad] and they 
call on Allah to vouch for that which is in their hearts; 
whereas they are the most virulent of opponents. 



205. And when he turned away [from you] his effort in 
the land was to make corruption therein, and to 
destroy the crops and the cattle; and Allah does not 
love corruption. 

206. When it is said to him: "Have fear of Allah," 
pride takes him into sin. Hell shall be enough for him, 
an evil resting-place. 

207. But there are others who would give away their 
lives and their belongings in order to seek the pleasure 
of Allah. Allah is Kind to His servants. 91 

208. you who believe! Submit entirely to Allah, and 
do not walk in the Devil's footsteps; assuredly he is a 
declared enemy to you. 

209. If you slide back after the clear signs have come 
to you, then know that Allah is August, Wise. 

210. Are they waiting for anything other than Allah's 
coming to them in the shadow of a cloud with all the 
angels, and the question is [thus] settled? To Allah 
shall things return. 



s 1 This verse was revealed because of a man named Suhayb ibn 
Sinan al-Ruml. The idolaters of Makkah had captured and perse- 
cuted him, and attempted to make him renounce Islam. Suhayb 
told his persecutors that he was possessed of some wealth, and 
that if he gave them all he owned, his continuing allegiance to 
Islam would not harm them. The idolaters agreed to this, and 
released him. When he was on his way to Madlnah the above verse 
was revealed. When the Companions saw him arriving in 
Madlnah, they greeted him by saying: "The trade you have com- 
pleted will bring you good profits, Suhayb!" and then quoted the 
verse to him. 
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hi. Ask the Children of Israel how many clear signs 
We gave them! But he who alters Allah's blessing after 
it has reached him; then Allah will be severe in pun- 
ishment. 

2i2. The life of this world was made pleasing to the 
disbelievers and they deride the believers. Yet those 
that fear Allah will be above them on the 'Day of Judge- 
ment. Allah gives without measure to whomsoever He 

will.9 2 

213. Mankind was once one community. And Allah 
sent to them Prophets, to give them good news and 
warning, and with them He sent down the Book with 
the truth, that it might judge the disputes between 
mankind. And only those to whom [the Book] was 
given differed concerning it, after clear signs had 
come to them, through hatred of one another. And 
Allah by His will guided those who believed to the 
truth of what they had differed about. Allah guides 
whom He will to a straight path. 

214. Or do you think that you will enter the Garden 
while untouched by the like of [the suffering which 
was endured by] those who were before you? Affliction 
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and adversity befell them, and they were shaken [as 
though with an earthquake], until the Messenger and 
those who believed along with him said: "When will 
the help of Allah come?" Assuredly, the help of Allah 



is near. 



215. They ask you [0 Muhammad] about what they 
should spend. Say: "Whatever you spend for good 
must go to parents, and to your near relatives, orphans 
and to the poor and the wayfarer. Allah knows well 
whatever good you do." 



92 Abu Jahl, a leading idolater' of Makkah, together with his 
friends, mocked the believers,- and in this connection the above* 
verse was revealed. But the verse has a more universal application, 
decrying those who, not having tasted the sweetness of faith, find 
the material things of this world more delightful. 
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216. Fighting is obligatory for you, though you dislike 
it; but it may be that you hate a thing though it is good 
for you, and love a thing although it is bad for you. 
Allah knows, but you know not. 93 

217. They ask you about the sacred month. Say: To 
fight [in a sacred month] is a grave matter; but barring 

93 War is not something people like. Except for some individuals 
who are mentally deviant, people do not enjoy killing, destroying, 
or harming others in any way. However, extreme measures are 
sometimes necessary, as in the case of a gangrenous limb which 
must be amputated to save a life, or in the case of breaking into a 
house in order to save a child trapped by fire inside. To establish 
freedom of religion and conscience it is sometimes necessary to 
wage war against oppression and cruelty. In such a case it is a. 
source of honor to defend freedom and justice. In Islam, jihad 
(struggle for Allah) has been established to further this end. Jihad 
is not aggression. Non-Muslims are guaranteed freedom of wor- 
ship and conscience in a Qur'an-based state. When nations attract 
Allah's displeasure, Allah may punish them through different 
kinds of disasters, war being one of them. In a following verse it is 
stated that if Allah did not deflect peoples with one another, law 
and order would break down. 

94 This verse was revealed after the Prophet Muhammad (mav 
Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) sent a detachment of 



people from the path of Allah, denying Him, and 
expelling people from the Sacred Mosque is far graver 
in His sight. Persecution is worse than killing. They 
will not cease to fight against you until they force you 
to renounce your faith, if they can. But whoever of you 
turns away from his religion and dies in disbelief, his 
works will come to nothing both in this world and in 
the world to come. Such are the dwellers of the Fire, 
abiding therein perpetually. 94 

218. Assuredly, those who believe and emigrate [to 
escape persecution because of their religion] and fight 
in the way of Allah, they are those who hope for 
Allah's mercy. Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 

219. They ask you about drinking and gambling. Say: 
"There is great harm in both, although there is some 
benefit for Man, but their sin is greater than their ben- 
efit." And they ask you what they should spend. Say: 
"What is superfluous." Thus Allah makes plain to you 
His revelations, so that you may ponder. 95 



soldiers to Makkah under the command of c Abd-Allah ibn Jahsh, 
to acquire information about a trade caravan belonging to the tribe 
of Quraysh, who were at war with the Muslims. The detachment 
waylaid the caravan, and brought it to the Prophet (may Allah's 
blessings and peace be upon him). That was on the last day of the 
month of Rajab according to the lunar calendar. The idolaters 
accused the Prophet of fighting during the sacred months in 
which war was prohibited. 

5: ^ Drinking alcoholic beverages, and any other intoxicants are 
prohibited vices in Islam. However, this prohibition does not 
mean that alcohol is devoid of benefit. It simply means that its few 
benefits are greatly outweighed by its harm. Gambling is the same. 
The one who gains something in gambling may benefit, but the 
practice as a whole yields much more suffering and corruption 
than benefit, so Islam forbids it. The beginning of verse 220 is 
related to the end of verse 219, the sense being that if one ponders 
about the affairs of this world and the affairs of the next one will 
be successful in both. 
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220. In this world and in the Hereafter, they question 
you concerning orphans. Say: "To deal with them in 
goodness is best. If you mix their property with yours, 
remember that they are your brothers. Allah knows the 
spoiler from the improver. If He wills He truly can put 
you into difficulties. He is August, Wise." 96 

22i. Do not marry idolatrous women until they believe 
[in Islam]. A believing slave-girl is better than an idol- 
atress, though the latter please you. Nor marry [your 
daughters] to idolaters until they believe in Islam. A 
believing slave is better than a [free] idolater, though 
the latter please you. These call you to the Fire, but 
Allah calls you, by His will, to the Garden and to for- 
giveness. He makes plain His revelations to mankind, 
that perhaps they will think. 97 

222. They ask you about menstruation. Say: "It is a 
hurt, so let women alone during their menstruation 
periods, and do not touch them until they are clean 
again. Then go into them as Allah has enjoined you." 
Assuredly, Allah loves those that turn to Him in repen- 
tance, and strive to keep themselves clean. 
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223. Your wives are a tillage for you. Go, then, into 
your tillage as you will. Advance good deeds for your- 
selves, and fear Allah, and know that you shall meet 
Him. And [0 Muhammad], give glad tidings to believ- 
ers! 

224. Make not Allah, by your oaths, a hindrance to 
your being righteous and observing your duty to Him 
and making peace among mankind. Allah is Hearing, 
Knowing. 98 



96 Muslims are to treat orphans justly and kindly, so that they 
never feel theyare without father or mother. The person who is a 
guardian to an orphan is being tested, and Allah surely knows 
whether he is a spoiler (one who appropriates what belongs to 
them) or an improver (one who preserves their property and 
makes it grow). Those who do not treat them jusdy must remem- 
ber that they are under the unceasing scrutiny of their Creator. 

97 Man is judged by his faith. In the eyes of Allah a believing 
slave or servant is far better and purer than a free idolater whose 
lack of faith renders him or her impure; therefore, for a Muslim to 
marry an idolater is prohibited. 



9 s In this verse it is emphasized that where there is a chance of 
keeping one's duty to Allah and making peace among mankind, 
previous oaths (i.e., taken in disgust or anger) should not be a hin- 
drance. Such an oath may be broken. 
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225. Allah will not call you to account for that which is 
unintentional in your oaths. But He will call you to 
account for that which is intended in your hearts. 
Allah is Forgiving, Forbearant. 99 

226. Those who swear to abstain from their wives 
must wait four months, and if they change their 
minds, Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 

227. But if they decide upon divorce, then know that 
Allah is Hearing, Knowing. 100 



228. Divorced women must wait, keeping themselves 
from men for three menstrual courses. It is unlawful 
for them, if they believe in Allah and the Last Day, to 
hide what Allah has created in their wombs. In that 
case, their husbands would do well to take them back, 
provided they both desire reconciliation. And 
[women] have rights similar to those of [men], in 
kindness; and men are a degree above them. Allah is 
August, Wise. 

229. Divorce may be pronounced twice, [and then a 
woman must be] retained in honor or allowed to go 
with kindness. It is not lawful for you [husbands] to 
take from them anything you have given them, unless 
both fear that they may not be able to keep within the 
limits set by Allah; in which case it will be no offence 
for either of them if the wife ransom herself. These are 
the limits set by Allah; do not transgress them. Those 
that transgress the bounds of Allah; such are the 
unjust. 

230. If a man divorce his wife [for the third time], 
then she is not lawful to him until she has married 
another man. If [the latter] divorce her, it is no sin for 
either of them to return to the other, if they think that 
they can keep the limits set by Allah. Such are the lim- 
its of Allah. He makes them plain to people who have 
knowledge. 



99 AI-Haltm, the Forbearant, is He" Who is Forbearant, Who does 
not hasten to punish the guilty, but allows them ample time to' 
repent and reform their ways, even when their crimes are extreme. 

100 The pre-Islamic Arabs had a custom by which a man could 
deprive his wife of conjugal rights, but at the same time keep her 
tied to him indefinitely, so that she could not marry again. If the 
husband was reproached, he would say that an oath sworn to Allah 
restrained him. In these verses the Islamic principle of divorce is 



laid down, which establishes a four month "cooling-ofP period, 
after which a husband is obliged, to either retain or divorce his 
wife. If he refuses to abide by this, the wife may raise the matter 
before a judge, who will force him to decide. 
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231. When you have divorced your wives, and they 
have reached the end of their waiting periods, then 
either retain them in kindness or let them go with 
kindness. But do not retain them in order to harm 
them or wrong them. Whoever does this wrongs him- 
self. Do not make the revelations of Allah a mockery. 
Remember the favors He has bestowed on you and the 
Book and the wisdom which He has revealed, where- 
with He does exhort you. Fear Allah, and know that He 
has knowledge of all things. 

232. When you divorce women and they reach the end 
of their waiting-periods, do not prevent them from 
remarrying their husbands if it is agreed between 
them in kindness. This is a counsel for him among 
you who believes in Allah and the Last Day. That is 
more virtuous for you, and purer. Assuredly, Allah 
knows, and you do not. 101 

233. Mothers shall give suck to their children for two 
whole years, for those who wish the suckling to be 
completed. They must be maintained and clothed in a 
reasonable manner 102 by the father of the child. No 

".« The preceding verses elaborate the laws of divorce. According 
to islamic law a man may divorce his wife twice, after which he 
may still return to his wife. But when he utters the divorce state- 
ment for the third time he cannot return to his wife unless she has 
married someone else after the divorce, and then been divorced 
again or her new husband dies. Lack of marital harmony is consid- 
ered a justification for divorce. The basic form of divorce is by 
mutual consent; but there are ways in which it can be instigated at 
the man's behest, and others in which it can be instigated at the 
woman's behest, depending on circumstance. The incident which 
accompanied the revelation of verse 232 concerned a man named 
Ma'qil ibn Yasar. This man had prevented his sister from remarry- 
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one should be charged beyond his capacity. A mother 
should not be made to suffer because of her child, nor 
should a father because of his child. The same duties 
devolve upon the father's heir. If, after consultation, 
they choose by mutual agreement to wean the child, it 
is no offence for them. If you wish to give your chil- 
dren out to nurse, it is no offence for you, provided 
that you [the father] pay what is due from you in kind- 
ness. Have fear of Allah, and know that Allah sees well 
all that you do. 



ins her former husband, until the verse was revealed. The Prophet 
(may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) sent for Ma qil 
who when he came into the presence of the Prophet, obeyed the 
order of Allah and let his sister remarry her former husband, 
declaring that the Divine command had done away with his pride 
A similar incident is related of Jabir ibn Abd-Allah. Although 
these verses were revealed in connection with particular incidents, 
the laws thev enact are binding on all Muslims. 

■<* Here "'in a reasonable manner" means according to the cus- 
tom of the mother's particular place of residence or country. If 
necessarv as in the case of dispute, this would be assessed by a 
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234. Widows shall wait, keeping themselves apart 
[before they remarry] for a period of four months and 
ten days, after their husbands' death. When they com- 
plete the period of waiting, it shall be no sin for you to 
let them do whatever they choose for themselves in 
decency. Allah is Aware of what you do. 103 

235. It shall be no offence for you to propose marriage 
to women [who are in their waiting period], or to hold 
it in your hearts. Allah knows that you will remember 
them. Do not make a secret contract with them, except 



103 The reason for this waiting-period is to ensure that, the 
widow is. not pregnant and as a quiet time of mourning. For a 
widow, the waiting-period is slighdy longer than the waiting-peri- 
od of three monthly courses after a divorce. In either case, a 
woman should be provided for and not unduly bothered during 
this time; the object being to ensure her peace of mind. This is 
psychologically and emotionally very useful, both to console the 
widow or divorcee and her close relatives, and to prepare her for 
her new life and possible new marriage. 



that you speak to them in honorable terms. Do not 
resolve on the tie of marriage before the end of their 
waiting period. Know that Allah knows what is in your 
hearts, so beware of Him; and know that Allah is For- 
giving, Forbearant. 

236. It shall be no offence for you to divorce your 
wives before the marriage is consummated or the 
dowry settled. Provide for them with fairness; the rich 
man according to his means and the poor man accord- 
ing to his. This is a binding duty upon righteous men. 

237. If you divorce them before the marriage Is con- 
summated but after their dowry has been settled, give 
them the half of their dowry, unless they [the women] 
agree to forgo it or [the man's half] is remitted by him 
in whose hand is the marriage tie [the bridegroom]. It 
is more proper that the husband should remit it. Do 
not forget to show kindness to each other. Allah sees 
well all that you do. 
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238. Attend regularly to your ritual prayers, including 
the middle prayer and stand with humility before 
Allah. 104 

239. If you are exposed to danger, [pray] while riding 
or on foot; and when you are restored to safety 
remember Allah [and pray], as He has taught you what 
you did not know. 

240. Those of you who are about to die and leave 
behind wives should bequeath to their wives a year's 
provision, without causing them to leave their homes, 
but if they leave [of their own accord], there is no sin 
for you in that which they do of themselves within 
their rights. Allah is August, Wise. 

241. For divorced women a provision in kindness 
should be made, a binding duty for those who are 
God-fearing. 

242. Thus Allah makes known to you His revelations 
that you may grow in understanding. 105 

243. Have you not seen those who fled their homes in 
the thousands for fear of death. Allah said to them: 
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"Perish!" and then He brought them back to life. Sure- 
ly Allah is bountiful to mankind, but most men do not 
give thanks. 

244. Fight for the cause of Allah, and know that Allah 
is Hearing, Knowing. 

245. Who will grant Allah a generous loan that He 
may multiply it for him many times over? Allah it is 
Who contracts and expands, and to Him you will all be 
returned. 



104 xhe ritual prayer is one of the, main pillars of Islam, as is 
explained in a hadlth. The "middle prayer" mentioned in the verse 
is said to be the mid-afternoon prayer, c Asr. The Prophet (may 
Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) said during the Battle of 
the Trench: "They [the idolaters] have prevented us from the mid- 
dle prayer! May Allah fill their houses with fire!" On the basis of 
this, according to the view of the Companion, Ibn : Abbas, the 
middle prayer is the mid-afternoon prayer ( c Asr). 



I0 5 The above verses lay out the basics of: the treatment of 
orphans, divorce, remarriage, the period of waiting before remar- 
riage, the nursing rights of the child, the duties of mother and 
father in regard to nursing, the treatment of widows, and the fear 
prayer in battle. For details, one is required to turn to the classical 
texts of Islamic law. 
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246. Think of the leaders of the Children of Israel, 
how they demanded of one of their Prophets after [the 
death of] Moses: "Set up for us a king," they [their 
council of elders] said, "and we will fight for the cause 
of Allah." He replied: "What if you refuse to fight, 
when ordered to do so?" "Why should we refuse to 
fight for the cause of Allah," they replied, "when we 
and all of our children have been driven away from our 
homes?" But when they were ordered to fight, they all 



106 The Amalekites (in Arabic al- c Amaliq, the Giants) were a pow- 
erful tribe whose territory extended from Midyan as far south as 
Madlnah. Under the command of Goliath (Jalut) they had attacked 
the Israelites and subdued them. The Israelites proposed to their 
Prophet, Samuel (peace be upon him), that he appoint a com- 
mander to lead their defense. Samuel chose Saul (Tdlut). They 
refused this choice, on the grounds of Saul's poverty, believing 
that the right to rule belonged to the rich; a view contrary to the 
Prophetic teaching, that governance should be on the basis of 
merit, knowledge, experience, strength and courage, not wealth. 
They only relented when Samuel proclaimed that Saul was Allah's 
choice and they received direct proof of this from Allah. 

107 AI-SakTnah, translated here as peace, was described in hadith 
as descending as a cloud of angels upon those who are reciting the 



refused, except a few of them. And Allah knows well 
the unjust. 

247. Their Prophet said to them: "Allah has appointed 
Saul to be your King." But they replied: "How can he 
be given kingship over us, when we are more deserv- 
ing of it, and he has not been given ample wealth?" He 
said: "Allah has chosen him over you, and increased 
him in knowledge and physical stature. Allah gives 
His sovereignty to whom He will. Allah is Vast, Know- 



ing 



»io6 



248. Their Prophet also said to them: "The sign of his 
kingship is that there shall come to you the ark where- 
in is peace 107 from your Lord, and a remnant of that 
which the house of Moses and the house of Aaron left 
behind, the angels bearing it. In this shall be a sign for 
you, if you are believers." 108 



Qur'an. It also descends upon people engaged in the remem- 
brance of Allah, those fighting for Allah, and others as Allah wills. 
The psychological effect of this is a feeling of serenity and security. 
108 The Ark of the Covenant was a kind of chest, made of acacia 
wood and lined with gold. The chest contained the staffs of Moses 
and Aaron (peace be upon them both), which had been preserved 
by their descendants, and also parts of their clothes, broken parts 
of the tablets, and according to some scholars their sandals. The 
mention of this episode in the Qur'an Is a testimony to the spiritu- 
al power invested by Allah in the relics of His loved ones. The 
Israelites used to carry this ark in front of the army in times of war. 
When they become weak, the ark was carried away by Goliath. 
Proof of Saul's kingship was provided by Allah by the return of the 
Ark of the Covenant, carried bv angels. 
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249. And when Saul marched out with his army, he 
said: "Allah will put you to the test by means of a river: 
whoever, therefore, drinks from it shall not be of me, 
and whoever does not drink shall be of me, except him 
who takes a sip out of the hollow of his hand. But they 
all drank of it, except a few of them. 109 And when he 
crossed it together with those who believed him, they 
said: u We have no power this day to face Goliath and 
his soldiers." But those of them who knew that they 
would meet their Lord replied: "How many a small 
company has defeated a mighty company by Allah's 
leave, and Allah is with those who are steadfast." 

250. When they met Goliath and his soldiers they cried: 
"Our Lord bestow on us steadfastness. Make our feet 
firm, and help us against the disbelieving people." 
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251. They vanquished them by Allah's will. David slew 
Goliath, and Allah bestowed on him the kingship and 
wisdom and taught him what He pleased. Had Allah 
not checked some by the might of others, the earth 
would have been utterly corrupted. But Allah is Benefi- 
cent to all His creatures. 110 

252. Such are the signs of Allah. We recite them to you 
[0 Muhammad] with truth, for you are indeed one of 
the Messengers. 



I0 9 It is stated in Kadith that their number was three hundred and 
thirteen. Some scholars have pointed, out that apart from the literal 
meaning of this passage, the spiritual meaning would be that the 
river is a symbol of this world. Allah tests His servants with it. 
Those who are detached, desiring only Allah and the Hereafter, 
and so do not drink are the elite. Those who take from it the strict- 
ly necessary will be with the elite. While those who drink to their 
hearts' content will remain behind, they will not follow the elite 
across the river and will have failed the test. 

IIC Allah has established a balance in the social order. Some are 
rich and some are poor, some are powerful and others are weak; 



some are healthy and others sick. Some are believers and some are 
not. The relations which evolve between these groups determine 
the affairs of the world. In the realm of physics, the interaction of 
positive and negative forces produces both light and energy. Thus, 
too, wars between nations are temporary disturbances of equilibri- 
um leading to a replacement of an old, unstable order with a new, 
relatively more stable one. The new order is also bound to grow 
old and in due course be replaced by a new balance. 
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253. These are the Messengers. We have exalted some 
above others. To some Allah spoke directly; others He 
raised in degree. We gave Jesus son of Mary clear 
signs, and strengthened him with the Holy Spirit [the 



archangel Gabriel]. Had Allah so willed, those who 
succeeded them would not have fought against one 
another after the clear signs had come to them. But 
they disagreed among themselves; some believed, and 
others did not. Yet had Allah willed, they would not 
have fought against one another; but Allah does what 
He will. 

254. you who believe! Spend a part of what We have 
given you before that day arrives when there shall be 
neither trading, friendship nor intercession. It is the 
disbelievers who are the unjust. 

255. Allah! There is no god but He, the Living, the 
Sustainer. Neither slumber nor sleep overtakes Him. 
His is what is in the heavens and what is in the earth. 
Who can intercede with Him except by His permis- 
sion? He knows what is before them and behind them, 
and they can grasp only that part of His knowledge He 
wills. His Pedestal embraces the heavens and the 
earth, and it tires Him not to uphold them both. He is 
the High, the Formidable. 111 

256. There is no compulsion in religion. True guid- 
ance has become distinct from error. 112 But whoever 
disbelieves in false gods 113 and believes in Allah has 
grasped the strong handhold that will never break. 
And Allah is Hearing, Knowing. 



111 This is the celebrated Verse of the Pedestal (ayatu'l-KursT). 
many people translate it as the Verse of the Throne, but Pedestal is 
a more accurate rendering. In the Unseen, the Pedestal (Kurs!) was 
described by the Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's blessings and 
peace be upon him) as being below the Throne ( c Arsh). The verse 
describes certain of the Divine attributes, and indicates the exalted 
degree of Allah, which is properly known only to Himself. The 
great spiritual advantages of reciting this verse have been 
explained in many hadlths. The Prophet (may Allah's blessings and 
peace be upon him) said to his nephew and Companion, 'Ali: "The 
greatest [or most significant] verse in the Qur'an is the Verse of 
the Pedestal. Whoever recites it, Allah sends a special angel for 
him who records this good deed in his book. Satan flees from the 
house in which it is recited, and will not return for thirty days, and 
no magic or magician can enter the house for forty days. 'All! 
Teach this to your family, your children and your neighbors. The 
master of days is Friday; the master of words is the Qur'an, the 
master of the Qur'an is the Surah of the Cow, and the master of 
this surah is the Verse of the Pedestal." Those who recite this verse 
with sincerity and devotion are preserved from all manner of disas- 



ter. Al-Hayy is one of the names of Allah which means the Living. 
It is a unique attribute of Allah that He is without beginning or 
end, Living at all times. ALQayyum, the Sustainer, is He without 
Whose constant support, creation would vanish instantaneously. 
He supports its existence, and creates the means for its perpetua- 
tion. Al-Aliyy, the High, is He Who is High in rank, infinitely 
above and beyond comparison with anything. Al-'Adhim, the For- 
midable, is He Who is Formidable, Tremendous*-. Awesome. 

112 In genuine religion, truth is clearly discernable.. Constraint of 
any kind in the propagation of faith is not allowed.; • 

113 "False gods" (tdghut) denotes anything obeyed other than 
Allah. When we use the term idolatry we usually take it to refer to 
the worship of stone idols. Taghut is a more comprehensive term 
since it includes idols such as one's whims, lusts, ambitions, ide- 
ology, loyalty to a particular group, the Devil himself, or anything 
else that can be obeyed and followed in opposition to the com- 
mands and prohibitions of Allah. Tdahut is a word the root of 
which, tdgha, means to overstep the limits, to be tyrannical. It is 
thus the tyranny of any of the things we have mentioned impugn- 
ing one's lovaltv to Allah. 



43 



AL-BAQARAH >2 



257. Allah is the Protector 114 of those who believe. He 
brings them out of the darknesses into light. As for 
those who disbelieve, their supporters will be false 
gods, who bring them out of the light into darknesses. 
Such are the dwellers of the Fire, abiding therein per- 
petually. 115 

258. Have you not heard of he [Nimrod] who argued 
with Abraham about his Lord because Allah had 
bestowed on him [Nimrod] the kingdom? Abraham 
said: "My Lord is He who gives life and death." He 
answered: "I give life and death!" Abraham said: 
"Allah causes the sun to rise from the east, so cause it 
to come from the west!" Thus was the disbeliever baf- 
fled. And Allah does not guide the unjust. 

259. Or [have you heard] of he who, when passing by 
a ruined and desolate city, exclaimed: "How can Allah 



114 Al-Waii, the Protector, is He Who is the Protector, Friend, Ally 
and Supporter. 

:I5 In the preceding verse we are given a different kind of com- 
parison between men of belief and infidelity. The former are 
rightly-guided to "the light", while the latter are lured by the Devil 
and their own caprices into darknesses. They can only end their 
days in the archetype of all darkness: the Fire. The use of singular 
and plural here is important in that there is only one light, that of 
Allah, but many kinds of darkness. 
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give life to this city, now that it is dead?" And Allah 
caused him to die, and after a hundred years, brought 
him back to life. He said: "How long have you stayed 
away?" "A day," he answered, "or part of a day." Then 
Allah said: "Know then that you have stayed away a 
hundred years. Yet look at your food and drink, they 
have not rotted. And look at your donkey! We will 
make you a sign to mankind. And look at the bones, 
see how We raise them and clothe them with flesh!" 
And when it became clear to him, he said: "I know 
now that Allah is Able to do all things." 116 



116 According to certain Qur'anic commentators, the visitor to 
the ruined city was f Uzayr, identified by some as Ezra of the Bible. 
Carrying some food, he traveled on his donkey until he came to a 
ruined city. Looking about him, he wondered how the past inhabi- 
tants of the place would come to life again at the Resurrection. 
While he thought about this, he fell asleep, only to be brought 
back to life by Allah after a hundred years. His food had not rotted, 
but his donkey was dead; only its bones remaining. The ruined 
city, however, had been revived and rebuilt. Allah then brought his 
donkey back to life in front of his eyes. 
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260. When Abraham said: "Show me, my Lord, how 
You give life to the dead!" He asked: "Do you not 
believe?" Abraham answered: "Yes indeed, I do 
believe; but I wish to set my heart at rest" Then Allah 
said: "Take four birds, draw them to you and cut their 
bodies to pieces and place a part of them on each hill, 
then call them: they will come to you in haste. And 
know that Allah is August, Wise." 117 

261. The likeness of those who spend their wealth in 
Allah's way is as the likeness of a grain which grows 



seven ears, in every ear a hundred grains. Allah gives 
increase manifold to whom He will. He is Vast, Know- 
ing. 

262. Those that spend their wealth for the cause of 
Allah and do not follow their spending [charity] with 
reminders and injury: no fear shall come upon them, 
neither shall they grieve. 

263. A kind word or forgiveness is better than charity 
followed by injury. Allah is Rich, 118 Forbearant 

264. you who believe! Render not vain your charity 
by reminders and injury, like those who spend their 
wealth only for ostentation, and believe neither in 
Allah nor in the Hereafter. Such men are like a rock 
covered with dust; a shower of rain falls upon it and 
leaves it hard and bare. They will gain nothing from 
their works. Allah does not guide the disbelievers. 



"7 The Prophets sent by Allah for the guidance of erring 
mankind may, as the previous few verses have shown, be pos- 
sessed of miraculous powers to further their divinely-appointed 
missions. Yet it is Allah alone who has granted them these powers, 
and the inner workings of these miracles are exactly the opposite 
of the inner workings of magic and sorcery. Sorcerers claim 
power, for themselves or for other than Allah, while the Prophets 
claim only helplessness before their Lord and have no personal 
share whatsoever in the miracles produced. Here we see the 
Prophet Abraham (peace be upon him) admonished by his own 
miracle— which was deployed, as is the case with all authentic 



miracles, to guide and remind mankind. It is important to note 
that Abraham never doubted Allah's ability to revive the dead, 
being a man possessed .of the highest knowledge. What he asked 
Allah to show him was "how" He did it. This question was on his 
mind and the simplest way for people near to Allah to find 
answers to their questions and set their minds at rest is to ask 
Allah to show them the answer. 

118 Al-GhanI, the Rich, is He Who needs no one outside of Him- 
self, is absolutely Independent, and Whose treasury is limitless. 
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265. And the likeness of those who spend, their wealth 
in search of Allah's pleasure and for the strengthening 
of their souls, is as the likeness of a garden on a hill- 
top. If abundant rain falls upon it, it yields up twice its 
normal crop; and if no heavy rain falls upon it, it is 
watered by a light shower. Allah sees well all that you 
do. 

266. Would any one of you like to have a garden of 
palm trees and vines, with rivers flowing beneath it, 
with all kinds of fruit for him therein, and old age had 
stricken him and he has helpless children to support; 
and a fiery whirlwind strikes it and it is [all] consumed 
by fire? Thus Allah makes plain the signs to you, so 
that you may perhaps think. 119 

267. you who believe! Spend of the good things 
which you have earned, and of that which We have 
brought out of the earth for you. And seek not the bad 
[with intent] to spend of it [in charity]; and know that 
Allah is Rich, and Worthy of Praise. 
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268. The Devil threatens you with poverty and com- 
mands you towards immorality. But Allah promises 
you His forgiveness and His bounty. Allah is Vast, 
Knowing. 

269. Allah gives His wisdom to whomsoever He pleas- 
es; and whoever is given wisdom, has truly been given 
abundant good. But none remember except men of 
understanding. 120 



n 9 This image addresses the life of this world: position, wealth, 
and other worldly gains do not guarantee security. Many states and 
empires have been wiped from the face of the earth so that only 
eloquent ruins remain. Many rich people have become poor, and 
many nations have collapsed. The only certain thing, the only 
comfort and the only security, is in faith and trust in the One Lord, 
the Generous Forbearant Sustainer. 

120 The "wisdom" mentioned here is the knowledge of the 
Qur'an. The first to receive this wisdom was the Prophet Muham- 
mad (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him), followed by 
his heirs, the scholars who act in accordance with the knowledge 



that they possess. The most knowledgeable person is the one who 
is most useful to mankind. The Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's 
blessings and peace be upon him), in a well-known hadith, said: 
"Ask [from Allah] knowledge that is useful, seek refuge in Him 
from knowledge that is not useful." Honesty, justice, sincerity, 
love, respect, humility, usefulness to others, generosity, compas- 
sion and similar good traits characterize the people who possess 
this wisdom. He who learns the Qur'an well and practices it, keep- 
ing himself from evil things, is a man of wisdom, and is thus 
"given abundant good." 
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270. Whatever charity you give and whatever vows you 
make are known to Allah. The unjust shall have none 
to help them. 

271. To give charity in public is good, but to give to the 
poor secretly is better for you, and will atone for some 
of your sins. Allah has knowledge of all that you do. 121 

272. [0 Muhammad] It is not for you to guide them. 
Allah gives guidance to whom He will. Whatever good 
thing you spend, it is for yourselves, and you shall do 
so only for Allah's sake. And whatever good you 



spend, it will be repaid to you in full, and you will not 
be wronged. 

273. [Charity is] For the poor who are restrained in the 
cause of Allah, unable to travel in the land. The igno- 
rant man accounts them wealthy because of their 
restraint But you will know them by their demeanor. 
They never beg of people with importunity. And what- 
ever good things you spend, surely Allah knows it 
well. 122 / 

274. Those who spend their wealth by night and day, 
in private and public, shall be rewarded by their Lord. 
No fear shall come.' upon them, neither shall they 
grieve. 



121 There is obligatory and optional charity. Zakdt is the obligato- 
ry form, being possessed of three functions: to purify wealth and 
render it blessed; to purify one's heart from egocentricity and 
avarice; to improve the lot of those in need. Whether it be obliga- 
tory or optional, to give secretly is considered better than to give 
openly, for one will then be less exposed to the danger of ostenta- 
tion. To give secretly also saves face for the needy, whose dignity is 
preserved. 

122 This verse refers to those fighting for the cause of Allah, and 
those who spend their lives acquiring and teaching religious 
knowledge. Because of this honorable work, they are unable to 



make a sufficient living, and so are worthy recipients of zakdt. The 
verse serves to institute two categories of people entitled to receive 
zakdt. Only certain groups mentioned in Qur'an are entitled to 
receive this government administered tax. Were zakat to be given in 
conformity with Allah's injunctions there would be no poverty left 
amongst the Muslims, as actually happened at times in Islamic 
history. There is, of course, charity other than the obligatory, 
which can be donated to such recipients and in such a fashion as 
seems appropriate. 
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275. Those who consume usury shall rise up [from 
their graves] before Allah like the men whom Satan 
has bewitched and maddened by [his] touch, for they 
assert that usury is. just like trading, although Allah 
has permitted trade and forbidden usury. He that 
receives an admonition from his Lord and mends his 
ways may keep what he has already earned; his affair 
will be determined by Allah. But those that return [to 
usury], such are the dwellers of the Fire, abiding 
therein perpetually. 

276. Allah blights usury and makes charity fruitful; 
Allah does not love the sinful disbelievers. 123 

277. Those that. believe, and do good works, and 
establish the ritual. prayer and pay the zakdt, will be 
rewarded by their Lord; and no fear shall come upon 
them, neither shall they grieve. 

278. you who believe! Have fear of Allah, and give 
up what is still due to you from usury, if you are true 
believers.. 

279. And if you do not, then be warned of war [against 
you] by Allah and His Messenger. If you repent, you 
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may retain your principal [without interest]. Without 
wronging anyone or yourselves being wronged. 

280. And if the debtor is in straitened circumstances, 
then grant him a postponement until a [time of] ease; 
but if you remit the debt as charity it would be better 
for you, if you did but know. 

281. And guard yourselves against a day in which you 
will be brought back to Allah. Then every soul will be 
paid in full that which it has earned, and they will not 
be wronged. 



I2 3 Taking or giving money at interest is an unjust practice for- 
bidden in Islam. When Islam is fully applied in any place there is 
no need for such loans, which can become hopeless debt and 
exploitation. Islamic economics encourages partnership-based 
investment, in which participants share directly in the profit or 
loss of a venture. The prohibition of interest reduces the cost of 
such ventures, and also suppresses inflation. Money is only a 
means of exchanging goods. To make money itself a subject of 
trade without any risk is illogical, exploitative, and generates a 
host of essentially parasitic activities. 
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282. you who believe! When you contract a debt for 
a fixed period, record it in writing. Let one who can 
write record it for you with equity. None who can write 
should refuse to write as Allah has taught him, so let 
him write; and let the debtor dictate, fearing Allah, his 
Lord, and not diminishing [the sum he owes]. If the 
debtor be of feeble mind or weak, or unable to dictate, 
let his guardian dictate for him in fairness. Call two 
witnesses from among your men, and if two men [are 
not at hand], then one man and two women whom 
you approve of as witnesses, so that if either of the 



[women] commit an error, the other will remind her. 
Witnesses must not refuse if called upon. Do not fail 
to record [your debts] in writing, be they small or 
large, together with the date of payment This is more 
just in the sight of Allah; it ensures accuracy in testify- 
ing and is the best way to remove all doubt. But if the 
transaction in hand be a bargain concluded on the 
spot, it is no offence for you if you do'not record it in 
writing. See that witnesses are present when you trade 
with one another, and let.no harm be done to either 
writer or witness. If you [harm them] it shall be 
wickedness in you. Fear Allah and Allah will teach you; 
He has knowledge of all things. 
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283. If you are on a journey and someone to write can- 
not be found, then let a deposit in pledge be taken. If 
any one of you entrusts another with a trust, let the 
trustee restore the trust to its owner; and let him fear 
Allah, his Lord. You must not withhold testimony. He 
that withholds it, surely, his heart is doing wrong, and 
Allah knows well all that you do. 124 

284. To Allah belongs all that the heavens and all that 
the earth contain. Whether you make known what is 
in your souls or hide it, Allah will bring you to account 
for it. He forgives whom He will and punishes whom 
He will; Allah has power over all things. 

285. The Messenger believes in what has been sent 
down to him by his Lord, and so do the believers. They 
all believe in Allah and His angels, His Books and His 
Messengers:: "We make no distinction between any of 
His Messengers." And they say: "We hear and obey. 
Grant us Your forgiveness, our Lord; to You is the 
journeying." • ' 
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286. Allah does not charge a soul with more than it 
can bear. It shall be requited for whatever good and 
whatever evil it has done. "Our Lord! Do not condemn 
us if we forget or err! Our Lord! Do not lay on us a bur- 
den like that which You laid on those before us! Our 
Lord! Do not charge us with more than we can bear! 
Pardon us, forgive us, and have mercy upon us. You 
are our Support, 125 so give us victory over the disbeliev- 
ing people!" 126 



I2 4 Verse 282 is the longest verse in the Qur'an. It raises the writ- 
ing and witnessing of contracts when called upon to do so to the 
status of a religious duty. One may not refuse. A society conducive 
to the worship of Allah must be ruled by law, and here, in the area 
of debts and trade, protective legal procedures are spelt out in 
detail. Witnessed documents are required when possible; but secu- 
rity deposits, pledges, and trusts are given as alternatives when a 
contract cannot be written. • 

^ Al-Maiula, the Support, is He Who is the Friend, Ally, and 
Supporter. However, mawla is one of numerous Arabic terms 
which can mean either of two opposite or complementary con- 
cepts according to the context. It therefor can mean both master 
and servant, leader and follower, when.it does not refer to God. 

126 The last two verses of Suratu'l-Baqarah reflect the faithfulness 



and loyalty of believers, and their obedience to Allah. The preced- 
ing verse, because of the enormous responsibility implied by: 
"Whether you make known what is in your souls or hide it, Allah 
will bring you to account for it," quite alarmed the Companions 
when they first heard it. The ending passage though consoles the 
Muslims and lessens their burden. It was revealed to the Prophet 
(may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) on the night of the 
Mfroj (ascension); direcdy, and without the intermediary, the 
Angel Gabriel (peace be upon him). The Prophet (may Allah's 
blessings and peace be upon him) praised this verse in various 
hadlths, and encouraged the Muslims to recite it always, especially 
before going to bed at night. It contains the essence of Islam, 
which is loving submission to the Divine will and satisfaction with 
the just decrees of Allah. 
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SURAH 3 

AL^IMRAN 

Revealed at Madinah 

This surah, which includes two hundred verses, takes its title 
from verses 34 through 37, where the family of c Imran (the 
father of Moses and the ancestor of Mary) is mentioned. Al- 
c Imran is a generic term for all the Jewish Prophets from 
Moses to John the Baptist (Yahya) and Jesus Christ (peace 
be upon them all). The previous surah dwelt at length upon 
the Jews, while much of the present surah addresses itself to 
the Christians, and speaks of the Prophetic glory of Jesus 
(peace be upon him). 



THE FAMILY' OF C IMRAN ' ■' 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. Alif. Lam. Mim. 

2. Allah! There is no god but He, the Living, the Sus- 
tained 

3. He has sent down to you [Muhammad] the Book 
with truth, confirming that which was sent down 
before it, even as He sent down the Torah and the 
Gospel; ' 

4. Previously, a guidance to mankind, and sent down 
the Criterion. 127 Those who deny the signs of Allah 
shall receive a heavy penalty; and Allah is August, Able 
to Requite. 

5. Nothing in the earth or in the heavens is hidden 
from Allah. 

6. It is He Who fashions you in the wombs as pleases 
Him. There is no god but. He, the August, the Wise. 

7. It is He Who has sent down to you the Qufan. 
Some of its verses are clear; they are the Mother of the 
Book; while others are open to interpretation. Those 
with swerving in their hearts pursue what is open to 
interpretation, seeking to create dissension, and seek- 
ing to explain it. Yet none knows their explanation 
except Allah. Those who are firmly grounded in 
knowledge say: "We believe in it; it is all from our 
Lord," but only people of understanding really heed. 128 

8. [They pray]: "Our Lord, do not cause our hearts to 
swerve after You have guided us, and .bestow upon us 

mercy from Your Presence. Assuredly, You are the 
Bestower. 

9. "Our Lord! It is You Who shall gather mankind 
together to a day of which there is no doubt Allah 
does not fail the promise." 



127 The word translated as Criterion here is Furqan. It means the among his Companions. As to other verses "open to interpreta- 
distinction • between right and wrong, and is here capitalized tion" not so clarified, there exists, some disagreement between 
because it is a name of the Qur 5 an. subsequent commentators. 

128 Mother of the Book and "open to interpretation" are terms 

which denote the fundamental distinction in the Qur'anic text . 

between self-explanatory verses, and others whose literal mean- 
ing is not readily apparent. Many of the latter were clarified by - 
the Sunnah (the words and actions of the Prophet, may the bless- 
ings and peace of Allah be upon him) and many by the learned 
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io. As for the disbelievers, neither their riches nor 
their progeny will save them from Allah. They will 
become the fuel of the Fire; 

ii. As with Pharaoh's people and those before them, 
who denied Our signs, so that Allah seized them for 
their sins. And Allah is severe in punishment. 

12. Say [0 Muhammad] to those who disbelieve: "You 
will be overcome and gathered into Hell, an evil rest- 
ing-place!" 129 

13. There was' a sign for you in the two armies which 
met [on the battlefield of Badr]. One army fighting for 
the cause of Allah, and another disbelieving, who saw 
[the former] as twice their number, clearly, with their 
very eyes. Thus does Allah strengthen with His aid 
whom He will. Surely in this there is a lesson for those 
who are able to see. 130 

14. Made beautiful for mankind is the love of desires, 
for women and offspring, of hoarded treasures of gold 
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and silver, of branded horses, cattle and plantations. 
These are the comforts of this life; yet with Allah is the 
best of all ends. 

15. Say: "Shall I tell you of better than that? For those 
who are God-fearing shall be gardens with their Lord, 
beneath which rivers flow, abiding therein perpetually, 
and pure wives, and the good pleasure of Allah. Allah 
is [the] Seer of His servants." 131 



I2 9 When the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon 
him) returned from the Battle of Badr, having won a decisive victo- 
ry against the Makkan polytheists of Quraysh, he summoned the 
Jews to the market of BanI Qaynuqa c and spoke to them thus: "0 
Jewish people! Accept Islam before Allah afflicts you as He has 
afflicted Quraysh!" They replied: "0 Muhammad! Do not be illu- 
sioned by your slaying some Qurayshis, ignorant people who 
know nothing of war! By Allah, were you to fight us you would 
know that we are the people and that the like of us you have never 
met!" This is when the verse was revealed. The next verse is also a 
warning to the Jews to take heed. 

J 3° When the two armies came in sight of each other, The idol- 
aters saw the Muslims as few and weak, which they were, and were 



thus encouraged to attack. When the baffle became imminent, 
Allah caused the idolaters to see the Muslim army as twice its real 
number and the idolaters thus entered the battle perplexed, with 
their courage and zeal blunted. The Muslims, on the other hand, 
were made to see the idolaters as few, which increased their zeal. 

I 3 I The previous verse details the blessings of this world and the 
excessive weakness of man for them. The present verse reminds us 
that although instinct is necessary for survival, it should be har- 
nessed to achieve Man's higher goal. These things were "made 
beautiful for mankind" because they must be utilized to live in this 
world, but they are only a means to an end and must never become 
an end in themselves. Man must never lose sight of his ultimate 
end. 
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16. Those who say: "Our Lord! We have believed, 
therefore forgive us our sins, and protect us from the 
torment of the Fire!" 

17. Those who are patient, those who are truthful, 
those who are humbly obedient, those who spend [in 
charity and do not hoard], and those who ask forgive- 
ness at the time before dawn. 

18. Allah bears witness that there is no god but He, 



and so do the angels and the men of learning, [that] 
He is the upholder of justice. There is.no god save He, 
the August, the Wise. • 

19. The [true] religion in the sight of Allah is Islam. 
Those who [formerly] received the Book disagreed 
among themselves through jealousy only after knowl- 
edge came to them. Whoever disbelieves the signs of 
Allah should know that Allah is swift in reckoning. 132 

20. And if they argue with you, say: "I have surren- 
dered myself to Allah, and [so have] those who follow 
me. 55 And say to those who have received the Book and 
those who read not: "Will you too surrender your- 
selves to Allah?" If they become Muslims they shall be 
righdy guided; if they turn away, then your duty is only 
to inform them. Allah is [the] Seer, of all His ser- 
vants. 133 

21. Those who disbelieve in the revelations of Allah 
and kill the Prophets unjustly and kill those who 
enjoin equity: warn them of a painful torment. 

22. Those are they whose works have failed in this 
world and in the Hereafter; and there shall be none to 
help them. 



132 The word din, here translated as religion, has a much larger 
meaning, for it means belief in the Oneness of Allah, in all His 
Prophets and Books, and His sacred law. This belief must tangibly 
permeate every thought and act, for in din there is no division 
between religious and secular. Everything in Man's life is geared 
towards the better and more lasting life to come and the good 
pleasure of his Lord. In different contexts the word din may also be 
understood as religion in its narrower conception, as law other 
than sacred, and as submission. As for the word Islam, it means 
submission and surrender. Hence it is the term used in the Qur'an 
for all Divinely revealed religions, which in essence are one, differ- 
ing only in outward practices, adapted by Allah to time, place, and 
culture. After the last Divine revelation, the term has come to mean 



specifically the Islamic religion as revealed to the Prophet Muham- 
mad (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him), since it is the 
only surviving manifestation of primordial Islam. It has the same 
root as salam (peace) which means that when one submits entirely 
to Allah and stops opposing Him by denial or disobedience, that 
inner peace which comes from the flooding of the receptive heart 
with the Diving light will be his. 

133 The Arabic word umml here rendered as "those who read not" 
usually connotes an unlettered person who cannot read or write, 
although some commentators interpret it as a reference to the 
Arabs, who, having been idolaters, had never received a Book from 
Allah. 
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23. [0 Muhammad] Have you notseen how those who 
have received a portion of the Book [Torah], when 
called upon to accept the judgement of Allah's Book 
[Torah] between them, some turn their backs and pay 
no heed? 

24. That is because they declare: "The fire will not 
touch us save for a limited number of days." They were 
deceived by their own inventions concerning their reli- 
gion. 

25. How will it be with them when We gather them all 
together upon a day which is sure to come, when every 
soul will be given what it has earned, and there shall 
be no injustice? 

26. Say: "0 Allah, Owner of Sovereignty! You bestow 
sovereignty on whom You will, and take away sover- 
eignty from whom You will; You exalt whom You will 
and abase whom You will. In Your hand lies all that is 
good; You have power over all things. 

27. "You cause the night to pass, into the day, and the 
day to pass into the night. You bring forth the living 
from the dead and the dead from the living; and You 
give sustenance to whom You choose, without stint." 
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28. Let not the believers take disbelievers for their 
allies in preference to the believers. He who does this 
separates himself from Allah, unless it is to guard 
yourselves against them. Allah warns you to fear Him. 
To Allah is the final return. 134 

29. Say: "Whether you hide what is in your breasts or 
reveal it, Allah knows it. He knows all that the heavens 
and the earth contain; and He has power over all 
things." 1 ^ 



^ The type of alliance forbidden in the above verse is an alliance 
of believers with disbelievers, which requires the desertion of other 
believers. An Islamic state, however, is able to carry out mutual 
agreements with disbelievers in regard to trade, diplomatic and 
other matters, as .long as they are not harmful to other Muslim 
states. 



x 35 In his interpretation of the above verse, al-BaydawI states: 
"If you have an inclination in your hearts of love and friendship 
towards the disbelievers, then whether you hide it or not, Allah 
is aware of it." Those who deal with unbelievers in preference to 
believers, and against the latter's interests, Allah shall take them 
to task. 
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30. On the day when every soul will find itself con- 
fronted with whatever good it has done and whatever 
evil it has done, it will wish that there might be a 
mighty gulf between it and that evil. Allah warns you 
to fear Him; and He is Kind to His slaves. 

31. Say: "If you love Allah, then follow me; for then 
Allah will love you and forgive you your sins. Allah is 
Forgiving, Compassionate. " 

32. Say: "Obey Allah and the Messenger." But then, if 



they turn away, Allah certainly loves not the disbeliev- 
ers. 

33. Allah chose Adam and Noah and the Family of 
Abraham and the Family of c Imran above His crea- 
tures. 

34. They were descendants of one another. Allah is 
Hearing, Knowing. 

35. [Remember] When the wife of c Imran said: "My 
Lord! I dedicate to Your service that which is in my 
womb. Accept it from me; You alone are the Hearer, 

the Knowing." 

36. And when she delivered the child, she said: "My 
Lord, I have given birth to a female child." Allah 
knows best what she delivered: the male is not like the 
female. "And I have named her Mary. Protect her and 
her descendants from the Devil, the repudiate." 

37. And her Lord accepted her with- full acceptance, 
and vouchsafed to her a. goodly growth, and entrusted 
her to the care of Zechariah. Whenever Zechariah went 
into her retreat, he found that she had food. He said: 
"0 Mary! Where is this food from?" She answered: "It 
is from Allah. Allah gives without stint to whom He 
will." 1 * 6 



136 Zechariah (peace be upon him) was the husband of Mary's 
(peace be upon her) aunt. As is explained in the above verse, 
Zechariah (peace be upon him) was Mary's (peace be upon her) 
guardian. He-set aside a special chamber for her, a mihrab (a small 
room in which one may retreat, devoting oneself to prayers and 
acts of Divine remembrance). Every time he entered her chamber 
he saw various kinds of fruit, including some which were out of 
season. Zechariah (peace be upon him) was surprised, and, being 
Mary's (peace be upon her) guardian, felt it his duty to ask her who 
sent them. She answered that she was sustained direcdy by her 
Lord. This provision of food without earthly intermediary is one of 



Mary's (peace be upon her) miracles. 

The current usage of the word mihrab is for the small niche built 
into the inside qiblah wall of mosques. where the imam (leader) 
stands and leads the ritual prayers. 

137 There and then Zechariah (peace be upon him) petitioned his 
Lord. "There" because he was in the blessed retreat of a blessed 
person and in such places prayers are more likely to be answered. 
"Then" because the sight of the miraculously provided fruit was a 
reminder to him that Allah's, power to give is independent of sec- 
ondary causes, and, just as He gave to Mary (peace be upon her) 
miraculously, so could He give to him. 



55 



AL- c IMRAN *3 Life 



38. There and then Zechariah prayed to his Lord, and 
said: "0 my Lord! Grant me from You upright descen- 
dants, for You hear all prayer." 137 ■ 

39. And the angels called to him as he" stood praying in 
the retreat: "Allah gives you the glad tidings of a son 
whose name is- John, [come] to confirm a word from 
Allah, princely and chaste, a Prophet of the right- 
eous."^ 8 

40. "Lord," said Zechariah: "How can I have a son 
when old age has overtaken me, and my wife is bar- 
ren?" "Such is the will of Allah," He replied, "Who 
does what He will." 

41. He said: "My Lord! Give me a sign!" He said: "For 
three days you shall not speak to any man except by 
signs. Remember your Lord in abundance, and praise 
Him in the early hours of night and morning." 139 

42. And when the angels said: "0 Mary! Allah has cho- 
sen you, and made you pure, and has preferred you 
above all the women of creation. 

43. "0 Mary! Be obedient to your Lord, prostrate your- 
self, and bow with those who bow in worship." 

44. This is some news of that which you have not 
witnessed, which We reveal to you [0 Muhammad]. 
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You were not present with them when they cast lots to 
see which of them would be the guardian of Mary; nor 
were you present when they argued [concerning 
this]. 140 

45. When the angels said: "0 Mary! Allah gives the 
glad tidings of a word from Him, whose name is the 
Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, illustrious in this world 
and the Hereafter, and one of those who shall be 
brought near [to Allah]. 141 



^ 8 The word translated here as "princely" is sayyidan, which 
means master or lord. As prince' of the believers of his time, he 
was possessed of all the qualities of perfection that befit a Prophet 
of Allah. 

«39 when he. came out of his retreat, Zechariah found that he was 
unable to speak and had to use. sign language, for three days, to 
communicate with his .people. This was Allah's sign to him that 
His promise would be fulfilled. 



'4° The Israelites threw wooden sticks into a river to know which 
one would be the guardian of Mary. They decided that the 
guardian of Mary would be the man whose stick floated up- 
stream. 

w The word "Messiah" is a Hebrew word which means "the 
anointed one." As one of the names of Jesus (peace be upon him) 
it denotes his exalted and honored status. 
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46. "He will speak to mankind in his cradle and in his 
manhood, and he is of the righteous." 

47. She said: "My Lord! How can I have a child, when 
no man has touched me?" He replied; "Such is the will 
of Allah. He creates what He will. When He decrees a 
thing He only says: 'Be! 5 and it is. 

48. "And he will teach him the Book and the wisdom, 
and the Torah and the Gospel. 142 

49. "And will make him a Messenger to the Children 
of Israel. He will say: T bring you a sign from your 



Lord. From clay I will make for you the likeness of a 
bird; I shall breathe into it and it shall become a [liv- 
ing] bird, by Allah's leave. I shall give sight to the 
blind, heal the leper, and raise the dead to life, by 
Allah's leave. I shall tell you what you eat and what you 
store up in your houses. Surely that will be a sign for 
you, if you are believers. 5 " 

50. "[I come] To confirm the Torah that has already 
been revealed, and to make, lawful to you some of the 
things you were forbidden. I bring a sign to you from 
your Lord. So fear Him, and obey me. 143 

51. "Allah is my Lord and your Lord; so worship Him. 
That is the Straight Path." 

52. When Jesus become aware of their disbelief he 
said; "Who will be my helpers toward Allah? The dis- 
ciples said: "We are Allah's helpers. We believe in 
Allah; and bear you witness that we have surrendered 
[ourselves to Him]! 144 



142 The Gospel referred to here is the revelation of Allah to Jesus 
as conveyed by him to his people. This is why the singular form is 
used, for there is one original Gospel, lost in the process of trans- 
mission and translation into other languages, so that it became a 
multitude of contradictory accounts now called the Gospels, in 
plural. 

143 Verse 160 of Suratu'n-Nisa', verse 146 of the Suratu'l-An c am, and 
verse 118 of Suratu'n-Nahl explain that because of the injustice and 
cruelty of the Jews certain restrictions were placed upon them, but 
with the coming of Jesus some of these were abrogated. 



144 The word hawon, here translated as "disciple," is originally 
Ethiopic, in which language it means "helper." Those who were 
the companions of the Prophet Jesus, and stood with his call, are 
known by this title. 
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53. "Our Lord! We believe in that which You have 
revealed, and we follow him whom You have sent. 
Account us among those who are witnesses." 

54. And they [the disbelievers] schemed, and Allah 
schemed; and Allah is the best of schemers. 

55. [And remember] When Allah said: "0 Jesus! I am 
gathering you and raising you to Me, and cleansing 
you of those who disbelieve, and setting those who 
follow you above those who disbelieve until the Day of 
Resurrection. Then to Me you will all return, and I 
shall judge between youas to that in which you used 
to differ." . 

56. As for those who disbelieve, I shall punish them 
with. a severe torment in the world and the Hereafter; 
and they will have no helpers. 

57. And as for those who believe and do good works, 
He will pay them their wages in full. And Allah loves 
not the unjust. 

58. [0 Muhammad] This We recite to you, these are 
signs and a wise reminder. 

59. The likeness of Jesus with Allah is as the likeness 
of Adam. He created him of dust, then He said to him: 

"Be!" and he was. 145 
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60. This is the truth from your Lord, so do not be of 
those who waver. 

61. And those who dispute with you concerning him 
[Jesus], after the knowledge which has come to you, 
say [to them]: "Come! Let us summon our sons and 
your sons, and our women and your women, and our- 
selves and yourselves, then beseech [Allah] to send the 
curse of Allah upon those who lie." 146 



145 Allah created Adam (peace be upon him) from clay without 
father or mother. He created Eve by cloning her from Adam, and 
He created Jesus (peace be upon him) without a father. This verse 
testifies to Mary's chastity, and refutes those who believe that Jesus 
existed eternally. 

! 4 6 This is known as the verse of mubdhalah. Some of the Chris- 
tians of Najran.in the Yemen came to visit the Prophet Muhammad 
(may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him). They argued that 
since the Qur'an acknowledges the fact that Jesus was born with- 
out a father, it. would seem that Jesus was God. The Prophet, 
having clarified the issue to them in vain, finally invited them to 



mubahalah, or mutual cursing, as called for in this verse. One of 
their bishops, when he saw the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and 
peace be upon him) arriving with c AlI (his cousin and son-in-law) 
beside him, Fatimah (his daughter) behind him, and his grand- 
children, Hasan and Husayn accompanying them, took the leaders 
of his group aside and told them that this man was a Prophet of 
Allah and were he to curse them, their whole community would 
eventually vanish from the face of the earth. They refused the 
Prophet's challenge and signed a treaty, agreeing to pay yearly trib- 
ute to the Muslims and recognizing their sovereignty over them. 
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62. This Is indeed the true account [about the mother 
of Jesus] '. There is no deity but Allah, and He is the 
August, the Wise. 

63. And if they turn away, Allah is Aware of the cor- 
rupters. 

64. Say; "0 People of the Book! Come to an agreement 
between us and you, that we shall worship none but 
Allah, that we shall assign no partner to Him, and that 
none of us shall take others for lords beside Allah." If 



they turn away, then say:" "Bear witness that we are 
those who surrender [to Allah]." 147 

65. People of the Book! Why do you argue about 
Abraham, when neither Torah. nor Gospel were 
revealed until after him? Have you no sense? 

66. You have argued about that of which you have 
some knowledge; why do you now argue about that of 
which you have no knowledge? Allah knows, but you 
do not. 148 

67. Abraham was neither a Jew nor a Christian, but he 
was upright, one who had surrendered to Allah; he 
was not of the idolaters. 

68. Surely, those of mankind who have the best claim 
to Abraham are those who followed him, and this 
Prophet, and those who are with him; and Allah is the 
Protector of the believers. 

69. A group of the People of the Book wish to lead you 
[Muslims] astray; but they lead none astray except 
themselves, without being aware of it. 

70. People of the Book! Why do you deny the signs 
of Allah, when you yourselves bear witness [to their 
truth]? 



147 "Those who surrender [to Allah]" is the literal translation of 
Muslimtin [Muslims]. 

148 The ancient Jews and Christians had a recurring argument. 
The Jews claimed that Abraham was a Jew, whereas the Christians 
claimed that he was a Christian. Both sides tried to bring proofs, 
but they were both wrong, because the formulation of both of their 
religions came after him. He was a follower of the primordial, true 
path of Allah. 
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71. People of the Book! Why do you confound the 
truth with falsehood, and knowingly conceal the 
truth? 

72. And some of the People of the Book say: "Believe 
in the morning in that which has been sent down to 
those who believe, and deny it in the evening, so that 
they may turn away [from their faith]. 149 

73. "And believe not except in one who follows your 
religion." Say [0 Muhammad]: "The [only] guidance 
is the guidance of Allah." [They say]: "Lest anyone is 
given the like of that which was given to you or that 
they may argue with you in the presence of their 
Lord." Say [0 Muhammad]: "The bounty is in the 
hands of Allah. He bestows it on whom He will. Allah 
is Vast, Knowing." 150 : 

74. He chooses for His mercy whom He will. Allah is 
of immense bounty. 

75. Among the People of the Book there is he who, if 
you trust him with a weight [of treasure], he will 
return it to you. And among them there is he who, if 
you entrust him with a single silver coin, he will not 
return it to you, unless you keep standing over him. 
That is because they say: "We have no duty to the gen- 
tiles." They knowingly speak a lie concerning Allah. 151 
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76. Indeed it is those who keep their promises and 
fear [Allah], for Allah loves those who fear [Him]. 

77. Those who purchase a small gain at the cost of 
Allah's pact and their oaths, they have no portion in 
the Hereafter. Allah will neither speak to them nor 
look upon them on the Day of Resurrection, nor will 
He purify them. Theirs will be a painful torment. 



14 « The reference is to a group of twelve Rabbis of Khaybar, who 
agreed to enter Islam in the morning and abandon it in the 
evening, by which device they hoped to detach some of the Mus- 
lims from Islam. 

150 The Israelites said: "And believe not except in one who fol- 
lows your religion," meaning: ' "Believe not in Muhammad's 
Prophethood, since he is not Jewish," and they, thereby disregard- 
ed the essential unity of all revealed religions. The Prophet (may 
Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) is ordered by Allah to 
reply by saying that guidance belongs to Allah, He decides whom 
to entrust it with, it is not their choice. In the previous verse, Allah 
has already exposed their motive as trying to detach people from 
the Prophet, and now He further exposes their reasoning. They 



hope to prevent the formation of a nation possessed of a revelation 
equal to theirs. They have no intention of following the new 
Prophet, and, by denying the Prophethood of Muhammad (may 
Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) hope to dissuade others 
from doing so. On the Day of Judgement they thus hope to stand 
uncontested before Allah and say that Muhammad (may Allah's 
blessings and peace be upon him) was not a Prophet, and so they 
had no obligation to believe in Him. The Prophet (may Allah's 
blessings and peace be upon him) was ordered by Allah to reply 
that Allah's bounty, in this case Prophethood, was His to bestow 
upon whom He willed and that theirs was a false stand. 
^ The word "gentiles" here means all the non-Jewish Arabs. 
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78. And there Is a party of them who distort the Book 
with their tongues, that you may think that what they 
say is from the Book, when it is not from the Book. 
And they say: "It is from Allah," when it is not from 
Allah, and they knowingly speak a lie concerning 
Allah. 



say: "Be men of Allah by virtue of your constant teach- 
ing and studying of the Book." 152 

80. Nor would he command you that you should take 
the angels and the Prophets for Lords. Would he com- 
mand you to disbelieve after you had surrendered to 
Allah? 

81. When Allah made His pact with the Prophets, [He 
said]: "Here are the Books and the wisdom which I 
have given you. And afterwards there will come to you 
a Messenger, confirming that which you possess. You 
shall believe in him r and shall help him." He said: 
"Will you affirm this, and accept the burden I have laid 
on you in this matter?" They answered: "We will 
affirm it." He said: "Then bear witness; I will bear wit- 
ness with you. 

82. "Then whosoever after this shall turn away: they 
will be transgressors." 



79. It Is not possible for any human being to whom 83, Are they [the Christians and Jews] seeking a reli- 

Allah has given the Book and wisdom and Prophet- gion other than the religion of Allah when all that is in 

hood that he should afterwards have said to mankind: the heavens and earth submits to Him, willingly or 

"Be slaves to me instead of Allah!" He would rather unwillingly, and they will be returned to Him? 



^ The Christians claimed that Jesus was identical with Allah. 
This is diametrically opposed to the teachings of Jesus, as recorded 
in history, and Islam: in reality, he taught the absolute and undi- 
vided Oneness of Allah. The truth about what Jesus said is stated 
by the Qur'an where he claims for himself the status of a Divine 
Envoy, and no more. 
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84. Say [0 Muhammad] : "We believe in Allah and that 
which was sent down to us and that which was sent 
down to Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob 
and the tribes; and that which was given to Moses and 
Jesus and the Prophets from their Lord. We make no 
distinction between any of them, and to Him we have 
surrendered." 

85. He who seeks a religion other than Islam, it will 
not be accepted from him, and he will be a loser in the 
Hereafter. 

86. How shall Allah guide a people who disbelieved 
after their belief, and after they bore witness that the 
Messenger was true, and after clear proofs had come 
to them? Allah does not guide unjust people. 

87. As for such, their reward shall be the curse of 
Allah, the angels, and all mankind. 

88. Remaining perpetually under [this curse]; their 
torment shall not be lightened, nor shall they be 
reprieved. 
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89. Except those who afterwards repent and mend 
their ways, for Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 

90. But those who disbelieve after having believed and 
afterward grow more intense in disbelief, their repen- 
tance will not be accepted, and such are those who are 
astray. 

91. As for those who disbelieve and die in disbelief, no 
ransom, even if it was the earth full of gold, would be 
accepted from them. Theirs will be a painful torment, 
and they will have no helpers. 
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92. You will not attain to benevolence until you spend 
of what you love. And whatever you spend, Allah is 
Aware of it. 153 

93. All food was lawful to the Children of Israel except 
what Israel forbade himself before the Torah was 
revealed. Say: "Produce the Torah and read it, if what 
you say is true!" 

94. And whoever shall invent a falsehood about Allah, 
such are the unjust. 



95. Say: "Allah speaks the truth. So follow the religion 
of Abraham, the upright He was not of the polythe- 
ists." 

96. The first sanctuary ever built for mankind was that 
at Bakkah [Makkah], a blessed place, a guidance to 
the peoples. 

97. In it there are plain signs; the place where Abra- 
ham stood. Whoever enters it is safe. And Pilgrimage 
to the House is a duty to Allah from mankind, for all 
who are able to make the journey. As for the disbeliev- 
ers [they should know that] Allah is Independent of all 
creatures. 

98. Say: "0 People of the Book! Why do you disbelieve 
in the signs [revelations] of Allah, when Allah is wit- 
ness to what you do?" 

99. Say: a People of the Book! Why do you drive back 
believers from the way of Allah, seeking to make it 
crooked, when you are witnesses [to the Lord's guid- 
ance]? Allah is not unaware of what you do." 

100. you who believe! If you obey some of those who 
have received the Book, they will make you disbeliev- 
ers after your belief. •■ 



153 In this verse the word birr, translated as "benevolence," may which Allah blesses us. Only work done against one's own worldly 



be taken to mean the benevolence of Allah towards those who pre- 
fer His good pleasure over their earthly goods. Their reward is 
Paradise. 

It may also be taken to mean the benevolence of men towards 
men, which is the perfection of charity, attained only by selfless- 
ness and struggle against one's ego. The good pleasure of Allah 
demands that one gives away the things one loves most, not things 
which one is indifferent about. According to the commentators of 
the Qur'an, these things might be: wealth, belongings, status, 
knowledge, comfort and other material and spiritual gifts with 



interests is in our spiritual interest, provided that this is not done 
to excess, and does not endanger health or family. 
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ioi. How can. you disbelieve, when Allah's signs are 
recited to you and His Messenger is in your midst? He 
who holds fast to Allah has been guided to a straight 
path. 

102. you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be 
feared, and do not dieexcept as Muslims. 154 

103. And hold fast, all together, to the rope of Allah, 
and do not separate. And remember Allah's favor 
upon you: how you were enemies and He made friend- 
ship between your hearts, so that you became brothers 
by His grace; and how you were on the brink of an 
abyss of fire, and He saved you from it. Thus Allah 
makes plain His signs to you, that perhaps you will be 
rightly guided. • 

104. Let there arise from you a group who invite to 
goodness and enjoin what is right, and forbid evil. 
Such are they who are successful. 155 

105. And do not be like those who fell into division 
and disagreement after the clear proofs had come to 
them. For such there is a formidable torment. 
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106. On the day when some faces will be bright and 
others blackened. As for those whose faces are black- 
ened [it will be said to them]: "Did you disbelieve after 
having believed? Then taste the punishment for what 
you disbelieved." 

107. As for those whose faces will be bright, they will 
abide perpetually in the mercy of Allah. 

108. These are the signs of Allah. We recite them to 
you in truth. And Allah wills no injustice to His crea- 
tures. 



'54 To fear Allah as He should be feared means to obey Him 
wholeheartedly, being conscious of His scrutiny. The Companion, 
c Abd-Allah ibn Mas c ud, has explained this passage as meaning: 
"Not to be disobedient to Him, but to obey Him, not to be 
ungrateful, but to be thankful and praise Him at all times, without 
forgetfulness or neglect." 



x 55 It is obligatory on Muslims to establish a social order which 
regulates the life of the Muslims, and carries out the injunction to 
enjoin what is good and forbid what is evil. Needless: to say, those 
who perform these duties should have the appropriate qualifica- 
tions. 
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iog. Whatever is between the heavens and earth 
belongs to Allah. To Him all things are returned. 

no. You are the best community that has been raised 
up for mankind. You enjoin what is good and forbid 
what is evil, and you believe in Allah. And if the People 
of the Book had believed, it would have been better for 
them. Some of them are believers, but most of them 
are corrupt. 156 

in. They will not harm you except a little hurt, and if 
they fight against you they will turn and flee. And 



afterward they will not be helped. 

112. Ignominy shall be their portion wherever they are 
found, unless they [seize] a rope from Allah and a 
rope from man. They have incurred the wrath of Allah, 
and wretchedness is laid upon them. That is because 
they used to disbelieve the revelations of Allah, and 
slew the Prophets wrongfully. That is because they 
were rebellious and used to transgress. 

113. [However] They are not all alike. Among the Peo- 
ple of the Book there is an upright community who 
recite the revelations, of Allah during the night and fall 
prostrate before Him. 

114. They believe in Allah and the Last Day, enjoin 
what is right and forbid what is evil, and vie with one 
another in good works. They are of the righteous. 

115. And whatever good they do, its reward will not be 
denied them. Allah knows those who fear [Him]. 



156 The part of this verse which relates to the Muslims is taken as 
a proof-text for the doctrine of ijma c , which holds that the consen- 
sus of the believing community constitutes a binding source of 
law. 
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116. As for the disbelievers, neither their riches nor 
their progeny will .protect them in the least against 
Allah. They are the dwellers of the Fire, abiding there- 
in perpetually. 

117. The wealth they spend in the life of this world is 
like an icy wind, which smites the harvest of a people 
who have wronged themselves, laying it waste. Allah 
wronged them not, but they wronged themselves. 157 

118. you who believe! Take not for friends other than 
your own people. They would spare no pains to ruin 
you; they love to hamper you. Their hatred is made 
clear by [the utterance of] their, mouths, but more vio- 
lent [is the hatred which] their breasts conceal. We 
have made plain for you the signs [0 Muslims], if you 
will understand. . 

119. See, you are those who love them though they love 
you not, and you believe in all of the Book. When they 
meet you they say: "We believe;" but when they are 






alone they bite their fingertips with rage at you. Say: 
"Perish in your rage! Allah knows what is hidden in 
your breasts." 

120. If you are blessed with good fortune they grieve; if 
a disaster strikes you they rejoice. If you persevere and 
guard yourselves against evil, their guile will never 
harm you. Allah surrounds what they do. 

121. And remember when you set forth at an early hour 
from your house to assign the believers their battle 
positions; Allah was Hearing, Knowing. 



157 When men of no faith spend their money, it may bring them 
benefit in this world, but in. reality it resembles a wind which, 
rather than bringing fruitful rains, yields frost and deadly cold. 
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in. When two parties of you became fainthearted, but 
Allah was their Protector. In Allah let the believers put 
their trust! 158 

123, Allah already gave you victory at Badr when you 
were a despised [small force]. So have fear of Allah, in 
order that you may be thankful. 

124. When you said to the believers: "Is it not suffi: 
cient for you that your Lord should support you with 
three thousand angels sent down?" 



158 During the Battle of Uhud, two sections of the Muslim army, 
the Ban! Salima of the Khazraj tribe and the BanI Harithah from 
the tribe of Aws, showed faintheartedness and were about to turn 
back, but Allah strengthened their hearts and they marched for- 
ward with the army. Later they were to boast that this moment of 
weakness was the cause of Allah declaring Himself their Protector, 
and they would therefore not have exchanged it for anything. The 
hypocrites though, led by ibn Ubay ibn Salul, did turn back, all 
three hundred of them, diminishing the Prophet's army by one 
third as it marched to Uhud. 



125. Yes. If you have patience, and fear [Allah], Allah 
will send to your aid five thousand angels with distinc- 
tive marks. 

126. Allah ordained this only as a message of good 
cheer for you, and that thereby your hearts might be 
set at ease. For victory comes only from Allah, the 
August, the Wise. 

127. That He may cut off a part of those who disbe- 
lieve, or overwhelm them so that they withdraw, 
frustrated. 159 

128. The matter is not yours [0 Muhammad] whether 
He will relent towards them or punish them. They are 
assuredly unjust. 

129. Whatever is in -the heavens and the earth belongs 
to Allah. He forgives whom ..He will and punishes 
whom He will. Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 

130. you who believe! Do not live on usury, multiply- 
ing your interest many times over. Have'fear of Allah, 
that perhaps you may be successful; 

131. Guard yourselves again'st the Fire .that has been 
prepared for disbelievers. 

132. And obey Allah and the Messenger, that you may 
find mercy. 

159 The part that was "cut off consisted of. seventy of the 
Makkan idolaters' most determined leaders, those who were most 
stubborn and aggressive in opposing. the Message of Allah. The 
survivors and the prisoners were overwhelmed and humiliated. 
This defeat set them thinking about the correctness of their posi- 
tion and many came to the conclusion, that Islam was indeed a 
Divinely revealed religion. 
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133. And hasten to forgiveness. from your Lord and a 
Garden as vast as the heavens and the earth, prepared 
for the God-fearing. 

134. Those who spend [from what Allah has given 
them] in ease and adversity, those who control their 
anger and are forgiving toward mankind; for Allah 
loves excellence. . 

135. And those who, when they do an evil thing or 
wrong themselves, remember Allah and seek forgive- 
ness for their sins — and who can forgive sins except 
Allah?— and who will not knowingly persist [in mis- 
deeds]. 160 

136. Their reward will be forgiveness from their Lord, 
and gardens beneath which rivers flow, they will abide 
therein perpetually. Blessed is the reward of those who 
work! 

137. Many ways of life have passed away before you. 
Travel in the land. and see how was the end of those 
who denied. 
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138. This is a declaration for mankind; a guidance and 
an admonition to the God-fearing. 

139 Do not lose heart or grieve. If you are true believ- 
ers you will overcome them. 161 

140. If you have suffered a wound, so did the [disbe- 
lieving] people [at Badr]. We alternate these days [of 
victory and defeat] among mankind so that Allah may 
know those that believe, and choose martyrs from 
among you. And Allah does not love the unjust. 162 



160 The previous three verses summarize proper Islamic behav- 
ior. Verse 133 explains the objective of -excellence or ihsan in 
behavior: conformity with the objective scale of values established 
by the Unitive Principle of Existence, which must necessarily lead 
to final proximity to that Unity. And in verses 134 and 135, the 
specifics of this conformity are outlined in general terms: care for 
others, self-restraint and good character, and scrutiny of one's 
own conduct, coupled with the seeking of Allah's forgiveness for 
slips and errors. Thus may one liberate oneself from the shackles 
of worldly caprice- and conformity, and achieve the highest stan- 
dard of spiritual perfection. 



161 This verse was revealed after the Battle of Uhud. Many Mus- 
lims, because of their apparent defeat, were in despair. This verse 
tells them, and all Muslims, that if they are true believers they are 
bound to be victorious in the end. 

162 There have been different interpretations of this passage, but 
the main point is that Allah, having knowledge of past and future, 
simply wishes to put believers to the test in order that the real 
believers become distinct from the hypocrites. The word shuhadd' 
means "witness" as well as "martyr." 
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141. And that Allah may prove those who believe, and 
blight the disbelievers. 

142. Did you suppose that you would enter the Garden 
before Allah had tested those of you who really strived 
[for His cause], and who endured with steadfastness? 

143. And you used to wish for death before you met it 
[on the battlefield]. Now you have seen it with your 

own eyes! 163 



144. Muhammad is. but a Messenger; and Messengers 
have passed away before him. Will you^ when he dies 
or is slain, turn back on your heels [to your old reli- 
gion]? He who turns back does not hurt Allah. And 
Allah will reward the thankful. 164 

145. No soul dies without the permission of Allah, and 
at a term appointed. He. who desires the reward of this 
world We shall give it to him; and he who desires the 
reward of the Hereafter We shall give it to him. We 
will surely reward the thankful. 

146. And how many a Prophet fought, with a number 
of devoted men [beside him]. They quailed not despite 
what befell them in Allah's path, nor did they weaken, 
nor were they brought low. Allah loves the steadfast. 

147. Their only words were: "Lord; forgive us our sins, 
and any transgressions, strengthen our feet [on Your 
path] and give us victory over the disbelieving people." 

148. So Allah gave them the reward of this world and 
the best reward of the Hereafter. Allah loves those 
who act with excellence. 



163 Those of the Companions who had missed the Battle of Badr 
were eager to fight on the day of Uhud, wishing for martyrdom. 
Thus, when the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon 
him) suggested they defend the town from within against the 
invading army, they insisted on going out. Allah reminds them 
that it was their wish to go out and die. Why then should they be 
distraught by so many deaths? 

164 At the Battle of Uhud, an idolater threw a stone which broke 
the Prophet's (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) tooth 
and injured, him, after which the idolater screamed: "Muhammad 
has been killed!" This false rumor spread among the Muslim sol- 
diers and they began to scatter. Realizing this, the Prophet (may 
Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) immediately called back 
the demoralized believers, and about 30 of the Companions 



formed around him and vigorously protected him. The above verse 
criticizes those Muslims who were affected by the. rumor, and 
states that the Prophet Muhammad is only a mortal man, and 
Islam will remain after he dies. 

The passage also has" a bearing on another famous incident, the 
morning on which the Blessed Prophet died in Madlnah. After the 
Prophet's (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) death, 
the Companion, Abu Bakr, came from the deathbed out into the 
mosque, and, finding the people distracted with grief, declared: 
"As for him that worshipped Muhammad, Muhammad is dead. 
But as for him that worshipped the Lord of Muhammad, He is 
Alive, and does not die." Then he recited the preceding verse of 
Qur'an. 
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149. you who believe! If you obey those who disbe- 
lieve they will. send you back on your heels [to your old 
religion]: and you will then return to being losers. 

150. But Allah is your Support, and He is the best of 
helpers. 

151. We will cast terror into the hearts of those who 
disbelieve because they ascribe partners to Allah for 
which no authority has been sent down. Their abode is 
the Fire. And evil is the dwelling of the unjust! 165 

152. Allah fulfilled His pledge- to you when by His 
leave you defeated . them, until' [the moment] your 
courage failed you, and you disagreed about the order 
and you disobeyed, after He had shown you that for 
which you long. Some of you desired the world, and 



16 5 Although during the Battle of Uhud, many of the Muslims 
were demoralized, the idolaters were unable to finish them off. 
They hesitated, and did not have enough courage to press home 
their victory. In fact, the Muslims were protected by Allah through 
the idolater's own lack of heart, and the invading army returned 
from Madlnah without any real gain. 

166 The tide of battle turned against the Muslims when a detach- 
ment, posted as archers upon a hillock, thinking the battle won, 
deserted their post to collect booty. They did this against the 
express orders of the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be 
upon him) who warned them riot to. abandon their post, no matter 
which way the tide of battle .turned. Thus exposed, the Muslim 
flank became the target of a successful counterattack by the 



,\ /ax a*a y*\ xx\ x*\ /a\ xa\ /*£- /ks. ss£s. /ax xax a*\ xa^ yxv sax sax 4& 

k .T+. At?. — . rrr. .tt, — . —, ,tr, ,~ , ^ <-?, NW vw \v/ -vvy w/ vv ^_^ r/ / | \ 



$ 

i 
$ 



vv/ \w \v/ \y/ \v/ wx \w ' 



fMr" "f * >>/" 'Iff \»t *',<<-' 



» 



some of you desired the Hereafter. Therefore He made 
you flee from them, that He might try you. But now He 
has pardoned you; Allah is gracious to believers. 166 

153. [Remember] When you were climbing to [higher 
ground], paying no heed to anyone, and the Messen- 
ger was calling out to you from behind; therefore 
Allah rewarded you with grief upon grief, so that you 
might not grieve for what you missed [the spoils] or 
what befell you. Allah is Aware of what you do. 167 



Makkan idolaters. 

Some commentators have pointed out that the rank of the Com- 
panions was such that the archers were not seeking booty to 
enrich themselves, but only to use in the way of Allah, to support 
their struggle against the idolaters. Still, their intention was 
marred by disobedience to the Prophet, which brought immediate 
disaster upon them. 

167 The Arabic word, jazd', has been translated as "reward", the 
nearest English equivalent, although it is not an exact fit. }aio! is 
the consequence of any action. It is the cosmic reaction, the 
inevitable "reward" that the ultimate consequences (and some of 
the nearer ones) of good actions are good and evil actions evil. 
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154. Then, after grief, He sent down security upon 
you. A sleep which overtook some, while others lay 
troubled on their own account, moved by wrong sus- 
picions of Allah, the suspicions of ignorance. They 
said: "Have we any decision in the matter?" Say [0 
Muhammad]: "The matter belongs wholly to Allah." 
They hide within themselves [a thought] which they 
reveal not to you, saying: "Had we had any decision in 
the matter we should not have been slain here." Say: 
"Even if you had been in your houses, those appointed 
to be slain would have gone forth to the places where 



they were to lie. [All this had been] In order that Allah 
might try what is in your breasts and prove what is in 
your hearts. Allah knows .what is hidden in the 
breasts. 168 

155. Those of you who turned back on the day the two 
hosts met, it was the Devil alone who caused them to 
backslide, because of some of what they have earned. 
But now Allah has forgiven them. Surely, Allah is For- 
giving, Forbearant. ■ 

156. you who believe.! Do not be like the disbeliev- 
ers, who say of their brothers when- they travel in the 
land or go to war: "Had they stayed here with us they 
would not have died or been killed," so. that Allah may 
make it a cause of regrets in their hearts. It is Allah 
who gives life and death; and He sees well all that you 
do. 

157. If you should die or be slain in the cause of Allah, 
His forgiveness and His mercy are undoubtedly better 
than all that they amass. 



168 At the Battle of Uhud, the size of the enemy army was several 
times that of the Muslim army. But victory is in the hands of Allah, 
and at the height of battle, when the tide had turned again and the 
Muslims were being routed, Allah sent down security in the form 
of a sleep which overtook the believers. The Companion, c Abd- 
Allah ibn Mas c ud, said: "Slumber during battle is from Allah, and 
slumber during the ritual prayer is from Satan." Another Compan- 
ion, Abu Talha said: "I was among the fighting men during the 



Battle of Uhud; slumber also overtook me, so that I could not help 
myself; my sword fell from my hand, and I picked it up, and it fell 
out again; and this happened to me many times". The other group 
mentioned, those who were moved by suspicions about Allah, 
were the hypocrites. 
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158. If you should die or be slain, before Him you shall 
undoubtedly be gathered. 

159. It was by the mercy of Allah that you were lenient 
with them [0 Muhammad]. Had you been stern and 
hard-hearted, they would surely have dispersed from 
around you. So pardon them and ask forgiveness for 
them and consult with them in the conduct of [com- 
munal] affairs; and when you are resolved, put your 
trust in Allah. Allah loves those that trust [in Him]. 

160. If Allah helps you, none can overcome you. If He 
abandons you, who then can help you? In Allah let 
believers put their trust. 

161. It is not [possible] for any Prophet to deceive 
[mankind]; whoever deceives will bring his deceit with 
him on the Day of Resurrection. Then every soul will 
be paid in full what it has earned; and they will not be 
wronged. 169 

162. Can one who seeks the pleasure of Allah be com- 
pared to one who has incurred His wrath, whose 
habitation is Hell and whose fate is wretched? 

163. These, are degrees [of grace and disgrace] with 
Allah; and Allah sees well all that you do. 
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164. Allah has surely shown favor to the believers by 
sending them a Messenger of their own to recite to 
them His signs, and purify them, and instruct them in 
the Book and in wisdom; while before they were in evi- 
dent error. 

165. When a disaster befell you after you had your- 
selves inflicted [losses] twice as heavy, you exclaimed: 
"Whose fault was that?" Say [to them, Muhammad]: 
"It is from yourselves. Allah is Able to do all 

things." 170 



l6 * The deception spoken of here is the illegal appropriation of 
part of the spoils after a battle. In the aftermath of the Battle of 
Badr some items from the war-spoils went missing. The hyp- 
ocrites took advantage of this incident and accused the Prophet 
(may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) of stealing them, 
and so this verse was revealed. Because of the deception of such 
behavior and because its victims are- men who have just fought for 
the sake of Allah, it is considered a major crime whether the 
amount stolen is big or small. 



1 7° At the Battle of Badr, the Muslims killed seventy of the idol- 
aters and took seventy others prisoner, but during thev Batde of 
Uhud the Muslims lost seventy martyrs, with none of them taken 
prisoner. In the above verse, this disaster is ascribed to their own 
doing, in disobeying Prophetic instructions. As for Allah, He was 
certainly Able to give them victory had He so wished; or its oppo- 
site, so that they would suffer the consequences of their 
misbehavior. 
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166. That which befell you on the day when the two 
armies met was by permission of Allah; that He might 
know the true believers. 171 

167. And that He might know the hypocrites, to whom 
it was said: Tome, fight for the cause of Allah, or 
defend yourselves." They answered: "If we had 
thought that fighting would occur, we would have 
followed you." On that day they were nearer to disbe- 
lief than faith. They were saying a thing with their 



mouths which was not in their hearts. And Allah is 
well Aware of what they hide. 

168. Those who, while they sat at home, said of their 
brothers [who were fighting]: "If they had obeyed us 
they would not have been slain," Say [to them, 
Muhammad]: "Then avert death from yourselves, if 
what you say is true!" 

169. Think not of those who are slain in the cause of 
Allah as dead. They are alive with their Lord, provided 
for. 

170. Joyful because of what Allah has bestowed on 
them of His favor; rejoicing for the sake of those who 
have not joined them but are left behind: that there 
shall be no fear for them, neither shall they grieve. 

171. They rejoice because of favor from Allah and 
kindness; and that Allah wastes 1 not the wage of the 
believers. 

172. As for those who responded to Allah and His 
Messenger after the harm that befell them [in battle], 
for such of them as do right and fear [Allah], there is a 
great reward. 

173. Those to whom men said: "The enemy have gath- 
ered against you, therefore fear them!" but this 
increased their faith, and they said: "Allah is sufficient 
for us! He is the best-Guardian." 172 



171 Allah, the Absolute, has knowledge of everything, since it is 
only according to this eternal knowledge that creation comes to be 
manifested. The expression used in this and the following verse: 
"...that He might know..." is taken to mean, "that He might mani- 
fest His knowledge." 

172 During the Battle of Uhud the enemy could not achieve the 
annihilation of the Muslims, which they had hoped for, even 
though the Muslim army had momentarily panicked. When Abu 
Sufyan, the commander of the enemy army, was ready to leave the 
battlefield he addressed the Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's 
blessings and peace be upon him) as follows: "0 Muhammad, we 



shall meet you again next year at Badr." And the Prophet Muham- 
mad (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) replied: 
"Allah willing." The next year, news of Abu Sufyan's efforts to 
gather a new army reached Madlnah. The Prophet (may Allah's 
blessings and peace be upon him) immediately prepared a force of 
cavalry, and left Madlnah to meet the enemy. This verse praises the 
faith of the believers, their courage and determination. 
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174. So they returned with grace and favor from Allah, 
and no harm touched them. They followed the good 
pleasure of Allah, and Allah is of immense favor. 173 

175. It is only the Devil who would make [people] fear 
his followers; but have no fear of them. Fear Me, if you 
are believers. ' 

176. [0 Muhammad] Let not their conduct grieve you, 
who run easily to disbelief. They will not harm Allah at 
all. He wants to assign them no share in. the Hereafter, 
and theirs will be a formidable torment. 

177. Those who trade their faith for disbelief will do 
Allah no harm. Theirs will be a painful torment. 

178. Let not those who disbelieve, imagine that We 
prolong their time for the good of their own selves. 
We only give them respite that they may grow in sin- 
fulness; and theirs will be a shameful torment. 

179. Allah will not leave the believers in the state in 
which you are now until He separates he who is evil 
from he who is good; nor will Allah disclose to you the 
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unseen. But Allah chooses of His Messengers whom 
He will, so believe in Allah and His Messengers. And if 
you believe in Allah and fear Him, yours will be an 
immense reward. 

180. And let not those who hoard up that which Allah 
has bestowed upon them of His bounty think that it is 
better for them. It is worse for them. That which they 
hoard will be their collar on the Day of Resurrection. 
Allah's is the inheritance of the heavens and the earth, 
and Allah is Aware of what you do. 174 



'73 The forces of the Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's blessings 
and peace be upon' him) arrived at Badr, where Abu Sufyan had 
proposed to meet them the year before. Abu Sufyan had not kept 
his promise. Under the Prophet's command, the Muslim army 
waited for about a week. When the idolaters did not show, the 
Muslims engaged in trade. Having made a good profit, both in 
business and in stature, they returned to Madlnah triumphantly. 

174 The word "inheritance" mlrdth in the above verse is interpret- 
ed to mean everything : that Allah shall one day inherit, when 
mankind has left this earth for good. There is no reason to hoard 
up that which Allah has given us, for one day we must die, and the 



sole heir is the One Almighty Provider. "Trading" with Allah, as it 
appears in the Qur'an, means to use worldly wealth/health, effort 
and other possessions for acquiring the goods of the Hereafter. 
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181. Allah has heard the saying of those who said: 
"Truly Allah is poor, and we are rich!" We shall cer- 
tainly record their saying along with their slaying of 
the Prophets wrongfully, and We shall say: "Taste now 
the torment of the Blaze! 55175 

182. This is on account of that which your own hands 
have sent before you. Allah is not unjust to His ser- 
vants. 

183. They [also] said: "Allah had commanded us that 
we disbelieve in any Messenger until he brings us an 



offering which fire ..[from heaven] shall devour." Say 
[to them, Muhammad]: "Messengers came to you 
before me with signs and with that [very sign] which 
you describe. Why then did you slay them? Answer, if 
you are truthful!" 

184. Then if they reject you, [know that] other Messen- 
gers were rejected .before you, who came with signs, 
and with the Psalms, and with the Book giving light. 

185. Every soul shall- taste death. And you shall be paid 
on the Day of Resurrection only that which you have 
fairly earned. Whoever is removed from the fire of Hell 
and is made to enter the Garden, he indeed is success- 
ful. The life of this world is nothing but the comfort of 
illusion. 

186. You shall certainly be tried in your possessions 
and in your lives, and you' shall certainly hear much 
wrong from those who were given the Book before 
you Dews and Christians], and from the idolaters. But 
if you persevere patiently and fear [Allah], these are 
weighty factors in all affairs. 



J 75 This blasphemous claim of the Madlnah Jews, who were 
obsessed with wealth, was hardly less heinous than the murder of 
Allah's Prophets in previous generations. 
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187. And [remember] when Allah made a pact with 
those who had been given. the Book, to make it clear to 
mankind,, and not to hide it. But they flung it behind 
their backs, and exchanged it for a miserable price. 
Evil indeed was what they purchased. 

188. Think not that those who rejoice at what they 
have done, and wish to be praised for what they have 
not done, think not that they can escape punishment. 
For them there is a painful torment. 

189. To Allah belongs, the sovereignty of the heavens 
and the earth and Allah has power -over all things. 

190. In the creation of the heavens, and the earth, and 
in the alternation of night and day, there are signs for 
men of understanding. 

191. Those that remember Allah standing, sitting, and 
lying down, and meditate upon the creation of the 
heavens and the earth. "Our Lord! You have not creat- 
ed this in vain. Transcendent are You!. So protect us 
from the torment of the Fire! 

192. "Our Lord! Those whom You will admit to the 
Fire, You have humiliated them; For the unjust there 
are no helpers. • 
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193. "Our Lord! We have heard a caller calling to faith: 
'Believe in your Lord!' So we have believed. Our Lord! 
Therefore forgive us our sins and remit from us our 
evil deeds, and take our souls in death in the company 
of the righteous! 

194. "Our Lord! And grant us what You have promised 
us through Your Messengers, and do not humiliate us 
on the Day of Resurrection. You never break the prom- 
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195. And their Lord accepted [their prayers]: "Never 
will I suffer to be lost the work of any of you, whether 
male or female; you are [the offspring] of one another, 
So those who emigrated, and were expelled from their 
homes, and suffered harm in My cause, and fought 
and were slain, surely I will remit from them their 
sins, and admit them into gardens beneath which 
rivers flow; a reward from Allah, and with Allah is the 
best of rewards." 



196. Let not the strutting of the disbelievers in the land 
beguile you. 176 

197. It is but a little enjoyment; and their abode is 
Hell; an evil bed. 

198. For those who fear their Lord are gardens beneath 
which rivers flow; they will abide therein perpetually. 
A gift of welcome from their Lord. Allah's reward is 
better for the good. 

199. And there are certainly among the People of the 
Book some who believe in Allah and that which is 
revealed to you and that which was revealed to them, 
humbling themselves before Allah. They will not sell 
the signs of Allah for a miserable gain! Verily their 
reward is with their Lord; and Allah is swift in reckon- 
ing. 

200. you who believe! Be patient, vie with each other 
in perseverance, be steadfast, and fear Allah, that per- 
haps you may succeed. 177 



x 7 6 A number of the believers were given to speaking with one 
another about the material wealth and comfort of the disbelievers, 
saying: "The enemies of Allah are rich; and we are poor," which 
prompted the revelation of this verse. More generally, the verse 
provides a counsel to all those who would be beguiled by the 
pursuit of this world from the remembrance of Allah. Worldly suc- 
cess and its attendant distractions is by no means a sign of favor, 
and is commonly a curse. 



! 77 The series of words: isbiru, sabiru, rabitu, ending with the 
order, rabitu! (be steadfast!) refers to guarding the Muslim fron- 
tiers and fighting for Allah. It also refers, to guarding oneself 
against negligence in religious obligations, especially the prayer; 
for the two frontiers of the Muslims are their collective territorial 
frontiers, which they must guard outwardly, and their individual 
hearts, which they must guard inwardly against the insinuations of 
the Devil and the ailments.of the -soul. 
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Reveakd at Madlnah 

Nisd' means "women," and much of this section of the Book 
deals with the legal position and standing of women in 
society. 

THE WOMEN 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. mankind! [Fear your Lord] Who created you from 
a single soul, and from it created its mate and from 
the two of them spread abroad a multitude of men and 
women. Fear Allah by Whom you claim [your mutual 
rights], 178 and [preserve the ties of] the wombs. 179 
Allah is Watching over you. 

2. Give orphans the property which belongs to them. 
Exchange not the good [in their possession] for the 
bad [in yours],. nor absorb their wealth into your own 
wealth. Indeed, that would be a great sin. 

3. And if you fear that you will not deal fairly with the 
orphans, marry women of your choice, two or three or 
four; but if you fear that you cannot deal justly [with so 
many], then one only, or [the captives] that your right 
hands possess. 180 Thus.it is more likely that you will ■ 
not do injustice. 181 

4. And give the women their dowries graciously, but if 
they are pleased to allow you part of it, then consume 
it in joy and well-being. 

5. Do not give the weak of understanding [minors, 
and the mentally deficient] the property which Allah 
has given you to maintain, but feed and clothe them 
from it, and speak kindly to them. . 
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6. And test the orphans until they reach the age of 
marriage; then, if you find them of sound judgement, 
deliver over to them their property; and devour it not 
by squandering it in haste before they grow up. If [the 
guardian is] rich, let him claim no fee, but, if he is 
poor, let him have for himself what is reasonable. 
When you release their property to them, have [the 
transaction] witnessed in their presence. Allah suffices 
as Reckoner. 



178 People use Allah in demands and -arguments between each 
other without thinking.. What an affront it is to Him when one 
says: "By Allah, give me this or that!" and- then disobeys the One 
he has just sworn by to demand his rights. If He is the One you 
swear by, surely He is the One who deserves. to be obeyed. 

179 As in many passages of. the Qur'an, an order to preserve the 
bonds of kinship follows the order to fear Allah, emphasizing its 
importance. 

180 Slavery, in one form or another, has been present in all civi- 
lizations known to mankind, including Christian Europe, where 
serfs used to be the main agricultural work force, and America, 
where the southern states based their entire economies upon it. In 
the present-day, a potent argument may be made that the world- 
wide system of usury enforces particularly cruel forms of slavery 



throughout the globe on vast segments of poor societies. . 

In Islam, only war captives can be made slaves. All other forms 
of slavery are illegal. The kidnapping of a free man and selling him 
into slavery is forbidden and a major crime. Slave girls bearing 
sons by their masters are automatically free, as are their children, 
who are recognized as legitimate, receive the same share of their 
father's inheritance as all his children, carry his name, and, if they 
are the eldest, become head of the family upon their father's death. 

When Islam arrived on the scene in Arabia, the practice of slav- 
ery was so widespread that its sudden abolition would have caused 
major social disruption. Islam created a climate favorable to its 
abolition in a gradual manner, encouraging the freeing of slaves 
by making it a major virtue and a necessary requital for many sins 
as well as for accidental manslaughter. 
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7. For men is a share of what the two parents and 
nearest relatives have left, and for a woman is a share 
of what the two parents and nearest relatives have left, 



whether [the property is] small or large, a legally 
ordained share. 

8. If at the time of division other relatives, orphans, or 
poor are present, give out to them from the property, 

and speak-to them kindly/ 82 . 

9. Let those fear [in disposing of an estate] as they 
would fear for their own if they left behind helpless 
offspring: let them fear Allah, and speak correctly. 

10. Those who devour the wealth of orphans wrong- 
fully, do but swallow fire into their bellies, they will be 
exposed to blazing flame! 

11. Allah thus commands you concerning [the division 
for] your children: to the male, a portion equal to that 
of two females, and if there be women more than two, 
then their share is two-thirds of the inheritance; and if 
only one, her share is a half. And to his parents, a 
sixth of the inheritance to each of them, if he has left 
children; if he has no children, and the parents are the 
[sole] heirs, the mother has a third; if he has left sib- 
lings, to his mother the sixth. [The division in all 
cases is] after the payment of legacies and debts. You 
know not which of your parents or your children are 
more beneficial to you. These are settled portions 
commanded by Allah; and Allah is Knowing, Wise. 183 



The Prophet taught the Muslims that slaves were their brothers 
and servants and should be treated with kindness, given the same 
food and clothing eaten and worn in the household, and never 
overworked. Under this treatment, the captives of war were inte- 
grated into Muslim society rather than kept separate, and many of 
them became Muslim while waiting to be ransomed. 

181 By this verse the institution of polygamy, recognized in the 
Mosaic law, practiced by Solomon and Charlemagne, and defend- 
ed by Martin Luther, is confirmed. From this verse onward, 
however, a limitation was introduced: men must confine them- 
selves to no. more than four wives. Further, if they fear that they 
will not be able to treat them justly, they are obliged to marry only 
one. Elsewhere, in the hadith of the Prophet (may Allah's blessings 
and peace be upon him), Muslims are commanded to provide 
equally for each spouse, and to give them separate and equivalent 
accommodation; as a result, polygamy, despite its advantages for 
both sexes, is often confined to the more prosperous sections of 
society. 

The arguments in favor of nolvpamv are familiar. A woman mav 
be barren, and her husband may wish to marry again so as to have 
children without wanting to divorce her. Often, after wars, women 



gready outnumber men, and in this case polygamy provides a way 
for women who would otherwise not marry to enjoy the blessings 
of legitimate marriage and motherhood. 

182 The previous two verses are typical of the sort of social reform 
brought by Islam. In the period of ignorance before the Prophet 
(may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him), women were 
deprived of the right to inherit; verse 7 established their rights in 
this regard. Secondly, we note that provision is made not simply 
for close relatives, but also for more distant kin, as well as neigh- 
bors and the local poor, in order to dispel any ill-feelings that 
might have been generated during a person's lifetime. 

l8 ^ In this verse, .it should be noted how a balance is carefully 
struck between shares and responsibilities. Those who are charged 
with the responsibility' of taking care of other people receive a larg- 
er share. Under Islamic Law, the party which provides the dowry at 
marriage is the man, not the woman, and he too is legally obliged 
to take care of the expenses of the wedding, and the marriage 
itself, including the food, clothing and shelter of his wife, chil- 
dren, and near relations. In the light of this, men are granted a 
larger share in most cases of inheritance. 
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12. And you will inherit half of your wives' estate if 
they leave no child; but if they leave a child then to you 
the fourth of that which they leave, after payment of 
legacies they may have bequeathed, or debt. And to 
them belongs the fourth of that which you leave if you 
have no child; but if you have a child then the eighth of 
that which you leave, after any legacy you may have 
bequeathed, or debt. And if a man or woman [whose 
inheritance is in question], has left neither ascendants 
nor descendants, but has left a brother or a sister, 
each one of the two shall have a sixth; but if they be 
more than two, they shall share in the third; after any 
legacy which may have been bequeathed, or debt; so 
that no loss is caused [to anyone]. This is the ..ordi- 
nance of Allah. Allah is Knowing, Forbearant. 184 
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13. These are the limits set by Allah. Whoever obeys 
Allah and His Messenger, He will make him enter gar- 
dens beneath which rivers flow, to abide therein 
perpetually. That will be the immense success. 

14. And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger 
and transgresses His limits; Allah will make him enter 
fire, to abide therein perpetually. His will be a humili- 
ating torment. 



:bi The Arabic word kaldlah, here rendered "neither ascendants 
nor descendants" was nowhere defined authoritatively in the life- 
time of the Messenger (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon 
him). The Companion, c Umar, later remarked that there were 
three terms which he wished had been defined in the Prophet's 
(may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) lifetime: Ichildjah, 
nbd and kaldlah. 

The accepted definition, which we follow in the translation, is 
concerned with the inheritance of a person who has left no 
descendant or ascendant (however remote), but only collaterals. 



with or without a widow or widower. If there is a widow or widow- 
er surviving, she or he takes the share as already defined, before 
the collaterals come in! 
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15. As for those of your women who are guilty of ille- 
gal intercourse, call to witness four of you against 
them. And if they testify [to their guilt] then confine 
them to the houses until death takes them or till Allah 
finds another way for them [through new legislation]. 

16, As for the two of you who are guilty of it, punish 
them both; and if they repent and mend their ways, 
leave them alone. Allah is Relenting, Compassion- 
ate. 185 



17. Allah only relents towards those who do evil in 
ignorance and then quickly repent. Those are they 
whom Allah pardons, and Allah is Knowing, Wise. 

18. Forgiveness is not for those who do ill deeds until, 
when death comes upon one of them, he says: "Now I 
repent!;" nor yet for those who die while they are dis- 
believers. For such We have prepared a painful 
torment. 

19. you who believe! It is not lawful for you to inher- 
it women against their will, nor to put constraint on 
them that you may take away a part of that which you 
have given them, unless they be guilty of open lewd- 
ness. Treat them with kindness, for even if you hate 
them it may be that you hate a thing in which Allah 
has placed much good. 186 



l8 5 The previous two verses relate to the crimes of illegal inter- 
course and adultery. The first verse deals with adultery proper, 
where one of the parties or both are married, whereas in the sec- 
ond verse the parties are unmarried. In Suratu'n-Nur, new rules 
were laid down which replaced and abrogated the present verse's, 
provisional ruling. According to verse 2 of Suratu'n-Nur, if the per- 
son who commits this crime is married, the punishment of 
stoning is applied, whereas if he or she is single, 100 lashes are 
administered. All of this rests on the rather difficult condition of 
four witnesses testifying to actually seeing the act. 



186 Before Islam it was customary among the Arab tribes to treat 
woman like chattels. If a woman's husband died she would 
become part of his estate. She would be forced to marry against 
her will or would be sold as though she were a commodity, or be 
used for any other material gain. With the revelation of this verse 
this practice come to an end, and women, who are competing 
equally with men for Paradise, were given the dignity and respect 
they deserved, 
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20. If you wish to divorce a woman in order to wed 
another, and you have given her a great deal as dowry, 
take none of it back. Would you take it by way of injus- 
tice and open sin? 187 

21. How can you take it [back] when you have gone in 
unto each other and they have taken a strong pledge 
from you? 188 

22. And marry not those women whom your fathers 
married, except what has already happened in the 
past. It was always a foulness, a hateful thing, and an 
evil way. 189 

23. Forbidden to you [in marriage] are your mothers, 
and your daughters, and your sisters, and your father's 
sisters, and your mother's sisters, and your brother's 
daughters, and your sister's daughters, and your fos- 
ter-mothers, and your foster-sisters, and your 
mothers-in-law, and your step-daughters who are 
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under your protection [born] of your women unto 
whom you have gone— but if you have not gone in 
unto them, then it is no sin for you [to marry their 
daughters]— and the wives of your sons who [have 
sprung] from your own loins. And [it is forbidden to 
you] that you should have two sisters together, except 
what has already happened in the past. Surely, Allah is 
Forgiving, Compassionate. 190 



187 It is obligatory in Islamic marriage that when a man marries a 
woman, he gives her a certain amount as a gift in the form of gold, 
jewelry, currency, property, or other material goods, as specified 
by her and her family. This is called mahr (dowry). This can be 
given in advance before the marriage; or alternatively it can be 
postponed, with automatic payment rendered in case of divorce or 
death of the husband; the option being in the bride's hand. Under 
Islamic law, it is illegal for men to deprive their wives of this 
money, the purpose of which is to give her a degree of financial 
independence. Any kind of abuse, pressure or harassment is pro- 
hibited, and is actionable in a court of law. 

188 A man who marries a woman and has intercourse with her, 
and later decides to divorce her, is obligated to give her her dowry 
in full, however brief the marriage may have been. If the marriage 



contract was completed but they did not consummate the marriage 
before divorce, then the woman takes half of the dowry, whatever 
it might be. 

189 This verse abolishes the practice whereby a stepson would 
many a man's widow, as was sometimes the case in pre-Islamic 
ignorance. 

190 Concerning the part of the verse which reads: "...your women 
unto whom you have gone— but if you have not gone in unto 
them, then it is no sin for you [to marry their daughters]...," the 
meaning is that you cannot marry the daughter of a woman you 
have married. If the marriage contract is performed, but the con- 
summation has not taken place and a divorce follows one is not 
barred from marrying any daughter that woman might have had by 
another man. 
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24. And all married women [are forbidden to you, as 
are all the previous categories, forbidden to you to 
desire; all others you may seek in a lawful manner, 
beginning with] those your right hands possess. It is a 
decree of Allah upon you. Lawful to you are all beyond 
those mentioned, so that you seek them with your 
wealth in honest wedlock, not in illegal intercourse. 
And those [wives] whom you enjoy, give them their 
portion as a duty. And there is no sin for you to add to 
this by mutual agreement after duty [has been done]. 
Allah is Knowing, Wise. 191 



. : \- Among some religions and cultures, the custom exists of giv- 
ing a dowry to the husband, not the wife. This practice is known 
among the Hindus, Armenians, Jews and Greeks. In these cul- 
tures, it is regarded as a means by which a woman can attract a 
man. Islam, however, enacts the opposite. It is the man who gives 
a financial gift to the woman upon marriage. 

192 Adultery and other forms of illegal intercourse are forbidden 
in all revealed religions. Neither is it lawful, as some suppose, for 
a couple to marry for a fixed period of time at a certain price. The 
intention must be permanent. To keep a mistress is a form of adul- 
tery. A Muslim man, when he marries, should prefer a believing, 



25. And if any of you is not able to afford to marry 
from the free, believing women, let them marry from 
the believing women whom your right hands possess. 
Allah knows best your faith. You are one from anoth- 
er, so wed them by permission of their families, and 
give them their portions in kindness, they being 
chaste, not debauched or of loose conduct. And if 
when they are honorably married they commit adul- 
tery, they shall incur half the punishment for a free 
woman. This is for him among you who fears to com- 
mit sin. But to have patience would be better for you. 
Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 192 

26. Allah would explain to you and guide you by the 
examples of those who were before you, and would 
turn to yo.u, in mercy. Allah is Knowing, Wise. 



free woman. A Muslim man can also marry from among the Peo- 
ple of the Book (the lews and Christians). 
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27. And Allah would turn to you in mercy; but those 
who follow their caprice would have you go far astray. 

28. Allah would make the burden light for you, for 
man was created weak. 193 

29. you who believe! Do not devour your property 
among yourselves wrongly; but trade by mutual con- 
sent, and kill not one another. Surely Allah is 
Compassionate to you. 

30. Whoever does that through aggression and injus- 
tice, We shall cast him into fire, and that is easy for 
Allah. 

31. If you avoid the great sins which you are forbidden, 
We will remit from you your [other] evil deeds, and 
make you enter a gate of honor. 194 

32. And do not desire the things which Allah has given 
to some of you in preference to others. To men is 
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allotted a share of what they earn, and to women a 
share of what they earn. [Do not fall prey to envy], but 
ask Allah of His favor. For Allah has full knowledge of 
all things. 1 ^ 

33. And to each We have appointed heirs of that which 
parents and near kinsmen leave; and as for those with 
whom your right hands have made an agreement, give 
them their due. Surely, Allah is a Witness over all 
things. 



19 3 The counsels and obligations of religion are not a burden; on 
the contrary, they are necessary measures to prevent man from 
going astray and harming himself and others. By recognizing that 
the revealed Law exists to protect and guide us, man attains to a 
reasonable equilibrium in this world and, more importantly, hap- 
piness in the next. 

194 Man, unlike the angels, is not created free from the will to 
sin. The virtues come from striving against the evil insinuations 
and selfish tendencies which we bear within our souls. When one 
strives in this way, which is the essence of the moral life, Allah 
pardons the sins previously committed. 



The gate of honor isthe gate to the Garden and consequendy to 
the; meeting with the One. 

^ Since Allah has blessed every individual with certain abilities 
and talents, there is no reason for a person to be jealous of others. 
It is a miserable way of passing one's life to yearn for things that 
one does not possess; instead one should be content with the 
blessings that Allah has bestowed on him and ask Allah direcdy 
for those blessings he seeks. And the things of the spirit are finer 
still. 
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34. Men are the protectors of women, because of what 
[strength] Allah has given the one more than the 
other, and because of what they spend of their proper- 
ty [to maintain them]. So virtuous women are the 
humbly obedient [to Allah, then their husbands], 
guarding in secret that which Allah has guarded. As 
for those from whom you fear misbehavior, admonish 
them and banish them to beds apart, and beat them. 
Then, if they obey you, do not be overbearing. For 
Allah is High, Great. 196 

196 Al-Kablr, the Great, is He Who is greater than can be known 
or described, for His greatness is related to His infinite perfection. 

Because of the role customarily exercised by man in society, he is 
the natural head of the family. The family is the smallest building 
block of society, and on its health all else depends. No communi- 
ty, including the complex one that is a family, can long endure 
without a leader. In Islam, every leader, head or administrator 
must rule according to the Divine law, and to disobey such a 
leader, so long as he rules with justice and compassion, is to dis- 
obey the Lawgiver and merit punishment. 

It should be observed that the sanctions of progressive severity to 
be used against unruly wives are a warning to the latter that things 



35. And if you fear a breach between them [man and 
wife], then appoint an arbiter from his people and an 
arbiter from her people. If they desire reconciliation, 
Allah will make them of one mind. Allah is Knowing, 
Aware. 

36. Worship Allah, and associate nothing with Him. 
And show kindness to your parents, and to your close 
kindred, and orphans, and the needy, and to the 
neighbor who is of kin, and the neighbor who is not 
of kin, and the fellow-traveler and the wayfarer and 
[the bondsmen] whom your right hands possess. 
Allah does not love the arrogant, the boastful. 197 

37. Who hoard their wealth and enjoin avarice on oth- 
ers, and hide that which Allah has bestowed upon 
them of His bounty. For disbelievers We have pre- 
pared a humiliating punishment. 



are taking a very serious turn. They are designed to avoid divorce 
and are not permission for the husband to persecute or batter his 
wife. The Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) 
never hit any of his wives. In fact, he warned the Muslim communi- 
ty, saying, that the one who beats his wife is a donkey. If a man has 
to administer physical correction to a wife, his strokes should be 
symbolic, the law forbids that which leaves bruises or other marks. 
A wife with a complaint against her husband's treatment may apply 
to a magistrate to deal with the matter. 

197 A true servant of Allah possesses a beautiful character. He 
who prays, fasts, and is learned, but remains stingy and harsh, is 
not among Allah's true servants. 
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38. And those who spend their wealth in order to be 
seen of men, and believe not in Allah nor the Last Day. 
Whoever takes the Devil for a friend, an evil friend has 
he. 

,39. What have they [to fear] if they believe in Allah and 
the Last Day and spend [aright] of that which Allah 
has bestowed upon them? Allah has knowledge of 
them [and all that they do]. 

40. Surely, Allah wrongs not by even an atom's weight; 
and if there is a good deed, He will multiply it, and 
give from His presence an immense reward. 

41. How will it be when We bring a witness from every 
nation, and We bring you [O Muhammad] as a witness 
against these [people]? 198 

42. On that day those who disbelieved and disobeyed 
the Messenger will wish they were as dust; and they 
can hide nothing from Allah. 

43. you who believe! Do not approach ritual prayers 
when you are drunk, until you know what you say, nor 
when you are in a state of impurity [following sexual 
relations] except when you are on a journey, till you 
have bathed. And if you be ill, or on a journey, or one 
of you comes from the privy, or you have touched 
women, and you find not water, then take clean earth 
and rub your faces and your hands. Surely, Allah is 
Clement, Forgiving. 1 " 
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44. Do you not see those to whom a portion of the 
Book was given, how they purchase error, and seek to 
make you [Muslims] err from the path? 



^ All Messengers of Allah came with the same purpose: to con- 
vey Allah's message. Although principles and moral absolutes 
never change, civil and social conditions do change. This is why 
the application of the principles and absolutes has varied in what 
different Messengers brought to different times and places. The 
Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon 
him) being the last Messenger, came to remind erring man of the 
ancient message, presented in the most appropriate form. As with 
anv previous Messenger, people who tamper with the message, or 
deny it completely, claiming that the universe has no unitive prin- 
ciple, will be brought to trial on the Last Day, their Messengers 
bearing witness against them. The final Prophet, Muhammad 
(may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) will then testify in 
favor of all the Messengers that came before him. 

According to a fmdlth narrated by Bukharl, the Prophet (may 
Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) once asked the Compan- 
ion, Ibn Mas ud, to recite the Qur'an. Ibn Mas : ud asked: "Should I 
be the one to recite to you, although it has been revealed to you?" 
The Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) 



answered: "Yes, it pleases me a great deal to hear someone else 
reciting." Ibn Mas c ud related: "Then I recited Suratu'n-Nisd', and 
when I came to verse 41, he said: 'Enough-far now.' And when I 
looked at him, tears were streaming from his eyes." 

J 99 AWAjuw, the Clement, is He Who not only forgives sins but 
erases them altogether. 

When ablution is necessary to clean oneself for the ritual prayer 
and other worship, and no water can be found in the surrounding 
area, the practice of tayammum may be implemented. In Islam, 
strict cleanliness and purity both of. mind and body are required, , 
especially at the time of ritual prayer, and when actual physical 
hygiene is impossible, a symbolic gesture, activated by Divine 
grace, can substitute for it. Tayammum, which is a facilitation, or 
dispensation, can only be resorted to in certain circumstances. The 
water might be too far away, or a person might be ill and unable to 
walk to it, he might suffer from a disease which renders the use of 
water hazardous, or, being on a journey, might have severely limit- 
ed supplies, etc. 
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45. Allah knows best [who are] your enemies. Allah 
suffices as an ally and Allah suffices as a helper. 

46. Some of the Jews change words from their context 
and say: "We hear and disobey," and: "Hear you, may 
you hear not," and: "Attend to us!" distorting with 
their tongues and slandering religion. If they had said: 
"We hear and obey," "Hear you," and: "Look at us!" it 
would, have been better for them, and more upright 



200 The jews mischievously changed the Books that were given to 
them by Allah. They mutilated the words which they had received 
from Moses and the later Prophets. They even hid the passages 
which predicted the coming of the Prophet Muhammad (may 
Allah's blessings and peace be upon him). Whenever they had an 
opportunity to insult and show their ill-will to. the new dispensa- 
tion, they did not hesitate to do so. For example, the Arabic word 
rd c md used in the above verse, if used respectfully, means: "Please 
listen to us." And yet the Jews, with a twist of their tongues, 
implied an insulting meaning such as: u O you that takes us to pas- 
ture," or, in Hebrew: "Our bad one!" This verse is a condemnation 
of their behavior. 

^ This verse, verse 116 and many others, as well as many sayings 
of the Prophet on the same subject, display clearly the Islamic doc- 
trine of Allah's mercy towards all sinners, except those who are 



But Allah has cursed them for their disbelief, so they 
believe not, except a few. 200 

47. you who have been given the Book! Believe in 
what We have sent down confirming that which you 
possess, before We destroy countenances so as to con- 
found them, or curse them as We cursed the 
Sabbath-breakers [of old]. The commandment of 
Allah is always enforced. 

48. Surely, Allah will not forgive those who assign 
partners to Him. He forgives all but that to whom He 
pleases. Whosoever ascribes partners to Allah is guilty 
of a monstrous sin. 201 

49. Have you not seen those who praise themselves for 
purity? Allah it is Who purifies whom He will, and 
they will not be wronged, even [as much as] the thread 
attached to a date-stone. 

50. See how they invent lies about Allah! That of itself 
is a flagrant sin. 

51. Have you not seen those who have been given a 
portion of the Book, how they believe in idols and 
false deities, and how they say of those who disbelieve: 
"These are more rightly guided than those who 

believe." 202 



guilty of the greatest of all sins, polytheism and idolatry. If a man 
or woman dies with faith, he may be punished for his sins, or, 
because of his good deeds he may be saved, or Allah may forgive 
him absolutely. Believers may spend some time in hellfire before- 
they are purged of their sins and impurities, and are admitted into- 
the Garden by Allah's grace.. But disbelievers will. never-have this 
chance. ■' ; : 

202 A Madman Jew named Ka c b ibn al-Ashraf was intriguing 
against the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon 
him), trying to strengthen the secret alliance between the Jews and 
the idolaters of Makkah, despite the Jews' defense pact with the 
Muslims. Sometimes the idolaters would ask him and other Jews: 
"Who is on the right path, we or the Muslims?" The response was 
alwavs: u You are." The verse was revealed about this attitude. 
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52. Those are they whom Allah has cursed, and he 
whom Allah has cursed, you will find for him no 
helper. 

53. Or have they a share in the Sovereignty? In that 
case they would not even give mankind the thread on a 
date-stone. 

54. Or are they jealous of people because of that which 
Allah of His bounty has bestowed upon them? For We 
bestowed upon the house of Abraham the Book and 
the wisdom, and We bestowed upon them a great 
kingdom. 

55. And of them were some who believed in him, and 
of them some who averted their faces from him. Hell 
is sufficient for [their] burning. 

56. Surely, those who disbelieve in Our signs, We shall 
expose them to the Fire. As often as their skins are 
roasted We shall exchange them for fresh skins, that 
they may taste the torment. Surely, Allah is August, 
Wise. 

57. And as for those who believe and do good deeds, 
We shall make them enter gardens beneath which 
rivers flow, to abide therein perpetually; there for 
them are pure spouses, and we shall make them enter 
spreading shade. 

58. Allah commands you to render back things held in 
trust to their rightful owners, and if you judge between 
people, that you judge justly. Assuredly, excellent is 
the teaching which Allah gives you! For Allah is He 
who hears and sees all things. 203 
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59. O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Mes- 
senger and those of you who are in authority; and if 
you have a dispute concerning any matter, refer it to 
Allah and the Messenger, if you are true believers in 
Allah and the Last Day. That is more beneficial and of 
better consequences. 204 



2 °3 Although this verse lays down the timeless principle of taking 
care of trusts and pacts, it also reflects a specific occasion of revela- 
tion. When the Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's blessings and 
peace be upon him) conquered Makkah, a man named ( Uthman ibn 
Talha was the caretaker of the Ka%dh, and held its keys. 

Refusing to surrender the keys to the Muslims, he climbed onto 
the roof of the Ka'bah, and said to the Prophet: "If I really knew 
that you were the Prophet, 1 would certainly give you the keys." c AlI 
took the keys from him by force, and opened the Ka'bah door. The 
Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) entered 
the Ka ( bah, offered two prayer cycles, and went out again. Then the 
uncle of the Prophet, al- Abbas, asked him to entrust him with the 
keys of the Ka'bah, and to appoint him its caretaker. This was the 
reason for the revelation of the above verse. The Prophet (may 
Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) refused his uncle, saying 
that his family, the Ban! Hashim, were only allowed those privi- 
leges involving spending of their wealth for the sake of Allah, like 



feeding the pilgrims, not those involving receiving gifts, like open- 
ing the Kcfbah for the pilgrims. He then asked c AlI to return the 
keys to the original caretaker and apologize. Having seen and 
heard this, c Uthman ibn Talha embraced Islam. 

2 °4 This verse establishes a hierarchy, or order of priority, in the 
utilization of sources of sacred authority, whether in matters of 
law, or state, or the running of individual Islamic enterprises. The 
ranking is as follows: (1) The Qur'an; (2) The words and deeds of 
the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him); (3) 
the consensus of administrative, legislative or academic bodies 
which represent the Muslim community; (4) Analog}', whereby rul- 
ings for issues not ascertainable through the previous three 
methods may be derived by identifying the rationale behind known 
rulings and applying it to the new situation to establish a judge- 
ment. Whenever Muslims disagree over a matter, they are required 
to abide by this fourfold ranking of priorities. The occasion for the 
revelation of this verse is said to have been an incident in which a 
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60. Have you not seen those who pretend that they 
believe in that which is sent down to you and that 
which was sent down before you? They seek the judge- 
ment of false gods, although they are ordered to reject 
them. The Devil wishes to mislead them far astray. 205 . 

61. And when it is said to them: "Come to that which 
Allah has sent down and to the Messenger," you see 
the hypocrites turn from you with aversion. 

62. How would it be if a misfortune seized them 
because of that which their own hands have commit- 



ted? Then would they come to you, swearing by Allah 
that they were seeking nothing but goodness and con- 
ciliation. 

63. Those are they [the secrets of] whose hearts Allah 
knows. So keep clear of them, but admonish them, 
and speak to them about their souls in terms which 
are likely to touch them. . 

64. We sent no Messenger except that he should be 
obeyed by the permission of Allah. And if, when they 
had wronged themselves, they had but come to you 
and asked forgiveness of Allah, and asked the Messen- 
ger to ask forgiveness for them, they would have 
found Allah Relenting, Compassionate. 206 

65. But no, by your Lord, they will not. believe [com- 
pletely] until they make you judge what is in dispute 
between them, and find within themselves no dislike 
for that which you decide, and submit fully. 207 



decision was needed, and one of the hypocrites declared: "We 
should seek the opinion of Ka c b ibn al-Ashraf." The hypocrites, 
being to all appearances Muslims, used such devices to sow dis- 
cord in the community. The revelation of verses such as this 
counteracted their disruptive influence by laying down clear rules 
of conduct for Muslims. 

205 Again the Qur'an deals with tag hut, and, in the next five vers- 
es, shows how Satan is tag hut, as is anything in rebellion against 
Allah or His Prophets (peace be upon them all). 

206 This. is an indication that the prayers of the Prophet (may 
Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) are especially acceptable 



to Allah, and is an explanation of how to approach Allah, for He 
could have said simply "asked forgiveness of Allah," and left it at 
that. 

207 Faith in Islam does not consist of merely a verbal affirmation. 
One must believe wholeheartedly. It is not enough simply to say: "I 
believe in Allah and His Prophet." One has to accept the Divine 
commandments, and the teachings and example of the Prophet, 
with full sincerity. 
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66. If we had decreed for them: "Kill yourselves 208 or 
leave your homes," few of them would have done so; 
though if they would do what they are told to do, it 
would be better for them, and more strengthening [for 
their faith]. 

67. And then We would bestow upon them from Us an 
immense reward. 

68. And would guide them to a straight path. 

69. Whoever obeys Allah and .His Messenger, they are 
with those whom Allah had favored, of the Prophets 
and the highest saints, 209 and the martyrs, and the 
righteous. They are the best of company! 210 

70. Such is the favor of Allah, and Allah is sufficient as 
Knower. 

71. you who believe! Take your, precautions, then go 
forth in parties [to jihad], or go forth all together. 211 

72. There are certainly men among you who tarry 
behind; and if misfortune had befallen you, he would 
say: "Allah has been gracious to me since I was not 
present with them." 212 

73. And if a bounty from Allah had befallen you, he 
would surely say, as if there had been no love between 
you and him: "If only I had been with them, I would 
have achieved a great success!" 

208 Again, as is often the case, the Qur'an uses the expression: 
"Kill yourselves," meaning that the innocent should purify the 
community by executing the guilty whose behavior is attracting 
curses upon them. In an ancient, traditional society, such as the 
one referred to here, the head of the community would represent 
both the religious and temporal authority. Upon receiving Divine 
instructions he would then command the execution of the guilty 
members of the community, and the rest of its members would 
have to carry out the order faithfully. In those days there were no 
members of society specifically designated as police or execution- 
ers, and those functions were discharged by the whole community. 
Today these functions are only legally exercised under the authori- 
ty of an Islamic state, with the responsibility for them lying with 
the head of state and his judiciary and security apparatus. 

2 °9 The siddlqin, the utterly true, comprise the highest category in 
the hierarchy of saints. In rank, they come immediately after the 
Prophets and are higher ranking. than .the martyrs and the right- 
eous. . 

210 According to a hadlth narrated by the wife of the Prophet, 
c Aishah, a man once came to the Prophet and said to him: "0 
Prophet of Allah, I love you more dearly than my -wife and my chil- 
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74. Let those fight for the cause of Allah who sell the 
life of this world for the Hereafter. Whoever fights for 
the cause of Allah, be he slain or be he victorious, on 
him shall We bestow a great reward. 

dren. When I am at home I remember you and immediately come 
to see you. When I remember that you and I will both die, I know 
that you will go to the Garden with the rest of the Prophets, while, 
even if I can enter the Garden, I will not be able to see you!" On 
this occasion the Prophet did not answer at once, but waited, till 
this verse was revealed. 

211 It is one of the ironies of life on earth that peace can often 
only be secured through violent means. If good men do not fight 
for what is true and good, then evil men will surely triumph, and 
so it is the duty of those who uphold Allah's truth to take up arms 
from time to time, however much they may be averse to doing so. 
Islam encourages mankind to fight just wars, in order to prevent 
oppression, cruelty, and injustice, and to establish the truth and 
freedom of religion. But it prohibits any form of combat embarked 
upon without just cause, for its objective is peace,, not strife and 
dissension. 

212 The above verse is a characterization of the hypocritical mind. 
There are men who proclaim their allegiance only for their own 
convenience, but whose true character becomes plain when they 
are called upon to risk their lives. 
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75. And why should you not fight for the cause of 
Allah and of the weak among men and of the women 
and the children who are crying: "Our Lord! Rescue us 
from this town whose people are oppressors! And give 
us from Your presence a protecting friend! Oh, give us 
from your presence a defender!" 213 

76. Those who believe fight for the cause of Allah; and 
those who disbelieve fight for the cause of false gods. 
So fight the allies of the Devil. Indeed, the Devil's 
guile is weak. 



77. Have you not seen those to whom it was said: 
"Hold back your hands from fighting, establish the 
ritual prayer and pay the zakat" but when fighting was 
prescribed for them, behold! a party of them fear men 
even as they fear Allah, or with a greater fear, saying: 
"Our Lord! Why have You ordained fighting for us? If 
only You would give us respite for a while!" Say [to 
them, Muhammad]: "The enjoyment of this world is 
short; and the Hereafter will be better for him who 
fears Allah; and you will not be wronged, even the 
thread of a date-stone!" 

78. Wherever you are, death will find you, even though 
you be in towers built up strong and high! Yet if some 
good befalls them, they say: "This is from Allah;" and 
if an evil befalls them they say: "This is of your doing 
[0 Muhammad]." Say: "All is from Allah." What [is 
wrong] with these people, that they fail to understand 
a single fact? 

79. Whatever good befalls you [0 mankind] is from 
Allah, and whatever ill befalls you is from yourselves. 
We have sent you [0 Muhammad] as a Messenger to 
mankind; and Allah is sufficient as witness. 214 



213 Before Makkah was conquered by the Muslims, those who 
embraced Islam and were unable to emigrate to other places were 
severely persecuted by the idolaters of Makkah. They prayed 
humbly to Allah, for His support, that He might deliver them from 
cruel persecution. Throughout history, to the present day, this is a 
recurring pattern, among Muslims and non-Muslims alike. The 
above verse commands Muslims to fight injustice and oppression 
wherever and upon whomever it exists. No matter whom the 
oppressed might be, it is the Muslims' duty to liberate them. 

2:4 All of us are prone to think of our successes as the fruit of our 
own skills and talents, forgetting the fact that everything good, 



including our talents, is from our Creator. And when some disas- 
ter overtakes us, the most hateful thing for us is to accept blame, 
and remember our own incapacities. Our tendency is to blame oth- 
ers, or outside conditions, or fate. Allah, blessed and exalted is He, 
judges, and distributes all things. By giving His servants a form of 
free will, however, He makes it possible for them to suffer, should 
they abuse this trust, and opens the door to the immense good of 
His servants admitting their incapacity and turning to Him in 
repentance and hope. 
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80. He who obeys the Messenger obeys Allah, and 
whoever turns away: We have not sent you as a warder 
over them. 

81. And they say: "[We are in] Obedience;" but when 
they leave you a party of them spend the night in plan- 
ning other than what you say. Allah records what they 
plan by night. So turn away from them, and put your 
trust in Allah. Allah is sufficient as Trustee. 215 

82. Will they not reflect upon the Qur'an? If it had 
been from other than Allah they would have found 
therein many contradictions. 216 

83. And if any tidings, whether of safety or fear, come 
to them, they spread it abroad; whereas if they had 
referred it to the Messenger or those charged with 
authority, those among them who are able to think out 
the matter would have known it. Had it not been for 
the grace of Allah and His mercy, you would have fol- 
lowed the Devil, all but a few of you. 

84. So fight [0 Muhammad] for the cause of Allah. 
You are not responsible except for yourself, and rouse 
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the believers. Perhaps Allah will restrain the might of 
those who disbelieve. Allah is stronger in might and 
stronger in inflicting punishment. 

85. Whoever mediates in a good cause will have the 
reward thereof, and whoever mediates in an evil cause 
will share its burden, and Allah oversees all things. 217 

86. When you are greeted with a greeting, return it 
with a better greeting or its equal. Surely, Allah takes 
account of all things. 218 



215 There were hypocrites in Madlnah who, although they did not 
believe, pretended to obey the Prophet while in his presence. But, 
as -soon as they were alone with each other, they would hatch strat- 
agems to confound Allah's religion. 

216 The Qur'an, being of Divine authorship, reflects a perfect 
consistency to all who are prepared to consider it carefully. To the 
extent that a reader's soul is pure, and filled with reverential fear of 
Allah, it will derive benefit from the Book. The more such a person 
reads it, the more its wonders are disclosed to him, and the more 
his mind and heart are attuned to its ineffable Source. This beauty, 
spiritual symmetry, and complete lack of error, are sufficient proof 
of Divine origin. 



217 Mediation is a universal necessity in securing interpersonal, 
familial, and societal harmony and justice. But mediation must not 
be abused by interceding for the unjust or an unjust cause, what or 
whomever they may be, and whatever claims they may have upon 
one. 

218 By greeting someone else first, we show our good intention, 
and hence deserve an even better response. Mutual greeting is a 
Prophetically confirmed custom among Muslims, which spreads 
peace and love among them, and avoids any sense of alienation. It 
is one of the signs of the end of time that people will greet only 
those whom they know, simply ignoring everyone else, which, 
until quite recendy would have been unthinkable. 
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87. Allah! There is no god save He. He gathers you all 
to a Day of Resurrection about which there is no 
doubt Who is more true of speech than Allah? 

88. What ails you that you are divided into two groups 
regarding the hypocrites, when Allah has cast them 
back [to disbelief! because of what they earned? 
Would you guide those whom Allah has sent astray? 
He whom Allah has sent astray, for him you will never 
find a way. 



89. They yearn that you should disbelieve even as they 
disbelieve, that you may be upon a level [with them] ; 
so take not friends from them until they emigrate in 
the cause of Allah; and if they turn back [to idolatry 
and opposition] then seize them and slay them wher- 
ever you find them, and choose no friend or helper 
from among them. 

90. Except those who seek refuge with a people 
between whom and you there is a treaty [of peace], or 
[those who] come to you because their hearts forbid 
them to make war on you or make war on their own 
people. Had Allah willed He could have sent them 
against you so that they would have fought you. So, if 
they keep away from you and wage not war against you 
and offer you peace, Allah allows you no way against 
them. 

91. You will find others who desire that they should 
have security from you, and security from their own 
people. As often as they are returned to hostility 
[against you] they plunge therein. They keep not aloof 
from you, nor offer you peace, nor cease their hostili- 
ties against you, then seize them and slay them 
wherever you find them. Against such We have given 
you clear authority. 219 



215 Verses 88 through 91 deal with those on the periphery of war. 
Different possibilities and their correct responses are clearly 
described. Those who did not emigrate, but collaborated and 
actively supported the Makkan idolaters against the Muslims were 
not to be trusted or spared. Others who sought refuge with groups 
with whom the Muslims had peace treaties, or who refused to 



fight were left alone. Those tribes which wanted safety from both 
sides, but could not keep, themselves neutral whenever an opportu- 
nity to benefit from attacking the Muslims arose, were to be 
treated as enemies until they clearly and completely ceased hostili- 
ties. 
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92. Never may a believer kill a believer unless by mis- 
take. He who has killed a believer by mistake must set 
free a believing slave, and pay the blood-money to the 
family of the slain, unless they remit it as charity. If he 
[the victim] is of a people hostile to you, and he is a 
believer, then [the compensation] is to set free a 
believing slave. And if he comes from a people 
between whom and you there is a treaty, then the 
blood-money must be paid to his people, and a believ- 
ing slave must be set free. And those who find this 
beyond their means must fast two consecutive 
months. Such is the penance imposed by Allah; and 
Allah is Knowing, Wise. 

93. He who slays a believer intentionally, his reward is 
perpetual Hell, and the wrath and curse of Allah are 
upon him, and for him He has prepared a dreadful tor- 
ment. 220 

94. you who believe! When you go out to fight for 
the cause of Allah, ascertain [the truth carefully], and 
say not to anyone who offers you peace: "You are not a 
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believer," seeking the chance profits of this life [by 
taking his property as spoils]. With Allah profits are 
abundant. You were yourselves like him before; but 
Allah has since then been gracious to you. Therefore 
take care to ascertain. For Allah is well Aware of what 
you do. 221 



220 According to Islamic law (sharfah), the penalty for intentional 
murder is qisds, a life for a life in conformity with justice. The right 
to remit the death penalty is vested in the family of the victim, who, 
if they wish, can ask for compensation from the murdered, or, if 
they wish, can remit both out of compassion. In this latter case the 
state has the right to punish the killer to a lesser degree. Accidental 
killing, or manslaughter, which can come about, for instance, by 
mistaking the victim for game during a hunt, or as an enemy in 
times a war, does not earn' the death penalty, but renders the guilty 
party liable to payment of the blood-money, as follows: 

(1) The compensation the guilty party, or his family, has to pay 
to the family of the victim, is set at two hundred camels, or their 
equivalent monetary value. In cases where the guilty party or his 
family are poor, the state may be asked to pay all or part of this on 
their behalf. 

(2) He has to free a slave, thereby contributing something to 
society. If he is unable to do this then he has to fast two consecu- 



tive months. 

If the victim's family belongs to a people at war with the Mus- 
lims, payment of compensation is not required, lest the enemy 
gain in strength thereby. 

221 During one of the battles, the Muslim forces under the com- 
mand of the Companion, Usamah ibn Zayd, encountered a group 
of the enemy who saluted them with words indicating a desire to 
accept Islam. Despite this, Usamah was unconvinced, and killed 
the commander of the group, capturing his nien. When the 
Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) heard this 
he grew intensely angry with Usamah, repeatedly asking him: "Did 
you split his heart in half to see whether the words, There is no 
god but Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah' were 
written there?" Usamah replied that the man had declared his 
interest in Islam only out of deceit, to spare his life. But the 
Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) 
reproached him, and ordered him immediately to free a slave. 
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95. Those of the believers who sit [at home in 
Madlnah], o±er than those who have a [disabling] 
hurt, are not equal with those who strive for the cause 
of Allah with their wealth and their lives. Allah has 
conferred on those who strive with their wealth and 
their lives a rank above the ones who sit [at home]. To 
both has Allah promised goodness, but Allah has pre- 
ferred those who strive over those who do not with an 
immense reward. 



96. Degrees of rank from Him; and forgiveness and 
mercy, Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 

97. Surely, those whom the angels take [in death] 
while they wrong themselves, [the angels] will ask [of 
them]: "In what were you engaged?" They will reply: 
"We were oppressed in the land." [The angels] will 
say: "Was not Allah's earth spacious enough for you 
that you could have emigrated therein?" As for such, 
their home will be Hell, an evil journey's end. 

98. Except those who are weak among men, and the 
women, and the children, who are unable to devise a 
plan and are not shown a way. 

99. As for such, it may be that Allah will pardon them. 
Allah is Clement, Forgiving. 

100. Whoever emigrates for the cause of Allah will find 
much refuge and abundance in the earth, and whoso 
leaves his home, a fugitive to Allah and His Messen- 
ger, and is overtaken by death, his reward is 
incumbent upon Allah. Allah is Forgiving, Compas- 
sionate. 222 

101. And if you travel in the land, it is no sin for you to 
shorten your ritual prayers, if you fear that those who 
disbelieve may attack you. In truth, the disbelievers are 
an open enemy to you. 



222 Before the great Emigration to Madlnah, Muslims were 
oppressed, -persecuted, and mistreated, so much so that the 
Prophet instructed some to emigrate to Abyssinia. In the year 622 
CE, the Prophet Muhammad and his companions undertook the 
greater emigration to the city of Madlnah, two hundred and fifty 
miles to the north of Makkah. The Muslims left everything behind 
for the cause of Allah and His Messenger, and proceeded to organ- 
ize a new society and new state in Madlnah. After this it was 
obligatory on ever/ believing man and woman to flee from idolatry 
and disbelief, with the exception of those who were weak, disabled 
or unable to emigrate, and therefore obliged to stay behind. Those 



who were unwilling -to sacrifice their homes, their businesses, 
their properties, -and their relations were warned -by the revelation 
of the above verse that their end would be hellfire. There were also 
some who attempted the journey, but died before completing it, 
and the verse states that Allah will reward them. According to a 
hadlth narrated by Imam Bukharl; after the conquest of Makkah, 
emigration was no longer obligator)', but if the same conditions 
returned in the future, it would become obligatory again. 
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102. And when you [0 Muhammad] are among them 
and arrange their worship for them, let only a party of 
them stand with you [for prayers], and let them take 
their arms. Then when they have performed their 
prostrations, let them fall to the rear and let another 
party come that has not prayed and let them pray with 
you, and let them take their precaution and their arms. 
Those who disbelieve wish for you to neglect your 
arms and your baggage, that they may attack you in a 
single charge. It is no sin for you to lay aside your 
arms if rain impedes you or you are ill. But take your 
precaution. Surely, Allah has prepared for the disbe- 
lievers a humiliating torment. 

103. When you have performed the [congregational] 
prayers, then remember Allah standing, sitting and 
reclining. And when you are in safety, observe proper 
worship. Worship at fixed hours has been enjoined on 
the believers. 223 



" ? The previous three verses describe how the mandatory- 
prayers should be performed by the Muslims during times of dan- 
ger. During times of war the obligatory prayers should be 
shortened, as the verses state. As for the question of how the con- 
gregational prayers should be performed, according to the HanafI 
school of jurisprudence, the congregational danger prayer in the 
face of the enemy is performed by dividing the worshipers into two 
groups; one prays while the other watches the enemy. Then the 
second group stands up to pray while the first falls back to face the 
enemy. Each part}' does only one or two cycles, or about half the 
normal congregational prayer. Details can be varied according to 
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104. Relent not in pursuit of the enemy. If you are suf- 
fering hardships, they too are suffering similar 
hardships, and you hope from Allah that for which 
they cannot hope. Allah is Knowing, Wise. 

105. And We send down to you the Book with the 
truth, that you may judge between mankind by that 
which Allah shows you. And be not a pleader for the 
treacherous. 



circumstances, and according to the school of jurisprudence that 
the soldiers follow. 

The ritual prayer is the best form of remembering Allah and 
praising Him. A mentally sound person should never abandon the 
prayer. In times of difficulty and danger Allah has given permis- 
sion to make things easy for the believers, but the obligation 
remains even in the most extreme circumstances, which demon- 
strates its importance. Prayer is the pillar of religion, and when it 
falls, the religion also falls. It connects the individual to Allah, and 
also to his brothers in the faith. 



irfcy. 
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106. And seek forgiveness of Allah. Surely Allah is For- 
giving, Compassionate. 

107-. And plead not an behalf of [people] who deceive 
themselves. Surely Allah loves not he who is treacher- 
ous and sinful. 

108, They seek to hide from men and seek not to hide 
from Allah. He is with them when by night they hold 
discourse displeasing to Him. Allah surrounds all that 
they do. 



109. Here are you, who pleaded for them in the life of 
the world. But who will plead with Allah for them on 
the Day of Resurrection, or who will then be their 
defender? 

no. Yet whoever does evil or wrongs himself, then 
seeks Allah's forgiveness, will find Allah Forgiving, 
Compassionate. 

in. Whoever commits sin commits it only against 
himself. Allah is Knowing, Wise. 

112. But whoever commits an offenseor a crime, then 
throws [the blame] on to one who is innocent, has 
burdened himself with falsehood and a flagrant sin. 

113. Were it not for the favor of Allah and His mercy 
upon you [0 Muhammad]— -a party of them had 
resolved to mislead you— but they will mislead only 

themselves, and they will hurt you .-not at all Allah 
reveals to you the Book and wisdom, and teaches you 
that which you knew not. The favor of Allah toward 
you has been immense. 224 



224 There are good lessons to be learned from the incidents in 
connection with which the previous three verses were revealed. A 
Muslim named Ta c imah ibn Ubayraq, from the tribe of Dhafar, 
was suspected of having stolen a suit of armor. When he feared 
detection, he planted the stolen property in the house of a Jew, 
where it was found. The Jews denied the charge and accused 
Ta c imah, but the sympathies of the Muslim community were with 
Ta c imah on account of his profession of Islam. When the case 
came for trial, pressure was exerted to convict the Jew, but the 
Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) main- 
tained impartiality, and the case seemed to be turning against 



Ia c imah. Realizing that his punishment was imminent, Ta c imah 
fled and left Islam. 
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114. There is no good in much of their secret confer- 
ences except [in] him who enjoins charity or kindness 
or peace-making among the people. Whoever does 
that, seeking the pleasure of Allah, We shall bestow 
on him an immense reward. - 

115. And whoever opposes the Messenger after the 
guidance [of Allah] has been conveyed to him, and fol- 
lows other than the believers' way, We give him over 
to that which he has chosen, and expose him to Hell— 
what an evil journey's end! 225 

116. Surely, Allah will not forgive those who assign 
partners to Him. He forgives all but that to whom He 
pleases. Whosoever ascribes partners to Allah has 
strayed far indeed. 

117. They [the idolaters] call upon female deities, but 
they call upon no one but a rebellious devil; 

118. Whom Allah cursed, and he [the Devil] said: "I 
will surely take of your slaves an appointed portion. 

119. "And I will surely lead, them astray, and arouse 
desires in them, and command them and they will cut 
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the cattle's ears, and I will surely command them and 
they will change Allah's creation." Whoever chooses 
the Devil for a friend instead of Allah is assuredly a 
loser, and his loss is manifest. 226 

120. The Devil makes them promises, and stirs up in 
them desires. But what the Devil promises them is 
nothing but illusion. 

121. For such their dwelling-place will be Hell, from 
which they will find no refuge. 



"5 This verse also refers immediately to the episode of Ta c imah. 
His sympathizers held secret meetings, hoping to prejudice the 
Prophet to use his authority in favor of Ta c imah. The Prophet, 
however, was unmoved. When Ta c imah fled and apostatized, he 
traveled to Makkah, where he continued his-thieving. It is said that 
he died there when a wall from an' old building collapsed upon 
him. 

226 To change the creatures of Allah from their natural ways, or 
to mutilate them by unnecessarily cutting some part of their bod- 
ies, or marking them or burning or branding them is not allowed 
in Islam. Instead, the teaching of the Prophet (may Allah's bless- 



ings and peace be upon him) was that man should be kind to ani- 
mals, and would be called to account for his treatment of them. 
Pagan and magical practices often involve cruelty to animals, 
which in this case becomes especially hideous. Neither is it per- 
mitted for human beings to mutilate themselves, for they are 
thereby harming that which they should protect and tampering 
with Allah's creation. 
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122. But as for those who believe and do good deeds, 
We shall make them enter gardens beneath which 
rivers flow, to abide therein perpetually. It is a promise 
from Allah in truth; and who can be more truthful in 
speech than Allah? 

123. It will not be in accordance with your desires, nor 
the desires of the People of the Book. He who does 
wrong will have the recompense thereof, and will not 
find against Allah any protecting friend or helper. 



124. And whosoever does good works, whether male 
or female, and is a believer, such will enter the Gar- 
den, and they will not be wronged, [so much as] the 
thread of a date-stone.. 

125. Who can be better in religion than one who sur- 
renders himself to Allah, does good and follows the 
way of Abraham the upright in faith? Allah [Himself] 
chose Abraham for an intimate friend. 227 

126. To Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and the 
earth. It is Allah that encompasses all things. 

127. They consult with you concerning women. Say: 
"Allah gives you the decree concerning them, and the 
Book which has been recited to you [gives decrees] ; 
concerning female orphans— to whom you give not 
that which is ordained. for them though you desire to 
marry them — and [concerning] the weak among chil- 
dren, and that you should deal justly with orphans. 
Whatever good you do, surely Allah knows it well." 



227 Although the Messengers of Allah are all Prophets, and are 
all the same in terras of general function, they were sent to widely 
differing cultures and spiritual conditions. Thus it is that their 
inner reality has differing aspects, and they have been given titles 
reflecting that. For example, the Prophet Moses (peace be upon 
him) is called Kallmu'LIah (the Speaker with Allah) because he 
spoke with Allah on Mount Sinai; similarly, the Prophet Jesus 
(peace be upon him) is called Ruhu'Llah (the Spirit of Allah) 



because Allah blew His spirit into him. And the Prophet Muham- 
mad (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) is Hablbu'Llah 
(the Beloved of Allah), for he is loved by Allah more than all other 
men, including the other Prophets. . 
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128. If a woman fears ill-treatment from her husband, 
or desertion, it is no sin for the two of them if they 
make terms of peace between themselves. Peace is bet- 
ter. But greed has been made present in the minds [of 
men]. If you do good and keep from evil, surely Allah 
is well Aware of what you do. 228 

129. You will never be able to deal equally between 
[your] wives, however much you may desire [to do so]. 
But incline not altogether away [from one wife], leav- 
ing her as though suspended. If you do good, and fear 
[Allah] , surely Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 229 

130. But, if they [the couples] separate, Allah will com- 
pensate each out of His abundance. Allah is Vast, 
Wise. 230 

131. To Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens and 
the earth. And We charged those who received the 
Book before you, and [We charge] you, to fear Allah. 
And if you disbelieve, surely, to Allah belongs whatso- 
ever is in the heavens and the earth. Allah is Rich, 
Praiseworthy. 

132. To Allah belongs whatever is in the heavens the 
earth. And Allah is sufficient as Trustee. 
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133. If He wills, He can destroy you, mankind, and 
produce others [instead of you]. Allah is well Able to 
do that. 231 

134. Whoever desires the reward of this world, [let 
him know that] with Allah is the reward of this world 
and the Hereafter. And Allah is Hearer, Seer. 



228 In order to work, a marriage must be worked at by both part- 
ners, who must be prepared to make the necessary sacrifices. 
Although, as the verse says, to be greedy is innate in men, so that 
they expect the other party to make all the sacrifices, peace can 
only be attained by the efforts of both parties to the union. Peace 
is, after all, better than pride. 

"9 A man who has entered upon .a plural marriage is obliged 
both ethically and by law to treat them equally. Of course, this is 
hard to achieve, for it is natural to love one more than the other, or 
to be unhappy with certain traits in one or more of one's wives. A 
happy polygamous relationship demands even more sacrifices 
than a monogamous one. Thus the law has intervened, demanding 
equal treatment in as much as this can be assured by law: house- 
keeping allocations, the kind of accommodation, food, and other 



normal accouterments of life, must be divided on an equal basis 
between the co-wives. 

2 3° If a marriage is not working out, despite all efforts and pre- 
cautions, and a couple's life together has become unbearable, the 
couple should separate, and not live in that condition. Fear of 
poverty, or lack of resources or savings, should not prevent the 
couple from separation. Allah will provide for each of them from 
His infinite kindness. 

^ Absoluteness, and hence Eternity are attributes only present 
in Allah. The very existence of mankind depends upon His grace 
and mercy. If mankind betrays His trust and disobeys Him, His 
blessings are likely to be withdrawn. There is nothing to prevent 
mankind's total destruction and replacement with others more 
worthy, if Allah so wills. 
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135. you who believe! Stand out firmly for justice, as 
witnesses to Allah, even though it be against your- 
selves, or your parents, or your kindred; and whether 
it be against rich or poor, for Allah is nearer to both 
[than you are]. So follow not [your] passions, lest you 
slip [from the truth]; and if you swerve or give way, 
then surely Allah is Aware of what you do. 232 

136. you who believe! Believe in Allah and His Mes- 
senger and the Book which He has sent down to His 
Messenger, and the Book which He revealed before 



[you]. Whoever disbelieves in Allah and His angels 
and His Books and His Messengers and the Last Day, 
he has gone far astray. 

137. Those who believe, then reject faith and then 
again believe, then. reject faith, and then increase in 
disbelief, Allah will never forgive them, nor will He 
guide them to a way. 233 

138. Give to the hypocrites the tidings that for them 
there is a painful punishment. 

139. Those who choose disbelievers for their friends 
instead of believers, do they seek, honor among them? 
Surely all honor belongs to Allah. 

140. He [Allah] has already revealed to you in the Book 
that when you hear the signs of Allah rejected and 
ridiculed, sit not with them until they engage in some 
other conversation. If you did [remain with them] you 
would be like them. Surely, Allah will gather hyp- 
ocrites and disbelievers, all together, in .Hell 234 



232 In the above verse, mankind is warned not to deviate from 
justice, whether for familial, economic, social, personal or any 
other reason. When called to witness or dispense justice, one must 
remember that he is the viceroy of Allah, Who is the Just, 

233 Thus does Allah characterize those whose faith wavers with 
the changing fortunes of the believers. Such hypocrites will even- 
tually be expelled from faith definitively, to wander forever in 
misguidance. 



234 When we hear the truth held in low esteem, we ought to 
protest and withdraw from such company, not out of arrogance, as 
if we thought ourselves superior to other people, but out of real 
humility, lest our own nature be corrupted in such company. It is 
possible that our protest or sincere reproach will change the sub- 
ject under discussion. In that case, we have done good to those 
who were inclined to- belittle truth. 
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141. Those who wait and watch you closely, if a victory 
comes to you from Allah, they say: "Are we not with 
you?" And if the disbelievers meet with a success they 
say [to them] : "Had we not gained advantage over you, 
and did we not protect you from the believers?" Allah 
will judge between you at the Day of Judgement, and 
Allah will not give the disbelievers any way [of suc- 
cess] against the believers. 

142. The hypocrites seek to deceive Allah, but it is 
Allah who deceives them. When they stand up to pray 
they stand up lazily, and to be seen of men, and 
remember Allah only a little. 

143. Wavering between this and that/belonging nei- 
ther to these nor to those. He whom Allah has left to 
go astray, you will not find any way for him. 

144. you who believe! Choose not disbelievers for 
friends rather than believers. Do you wish to offer 
Allah an open proof against yourselves? 235 
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145. Surely, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depths 
of the Fire, and you will find no helper for them. 

146. Except those who repent and amend, and hold 
fast to Allah, and make their religion sincerely for 
Allah. They are with the believers. And Allah will 
bestow on the believers an immense reward. 236 

147. Why should Allah punish you if you render 
thanks to Him, and truly believe in Him? It is Allah 
that is Thankful, Knowing. 237 



2 « The Qur'an emphasizes .on several occasions the risks 
involved in taking friends among unbelievers rather than one's co- 
religionists. To associate affectionately with a people is to become 
one of them, and to acquire something of their self-form. Those 
who have rejected Islam, whatever they may say to one's face, have 
chosen to reject the underpinnings of one's moral and spiritual 
life, and it is unreasonable to expect them to be sincere friends. 

2 ^ 6 Even hypocrites can obtain forgiveness, on four conditions: 
(1) sincere repentance, which purifies their minds and hearts; (2) 
amendment of their conduct, which purifies their outer actions; 
(3) steadfastness and devotion to Allah,- which strengthens their 



faith and protects them from the onslaughts of evil; and (4) sincer- 
ity in their religion, or their whole inner being, which retrieves 
them as full members of the faith. 

2 ^7 Allah the Exalted gains nothing by punishing His creatures, 
over whom He watches with affection and concern. On the con- 
trary, He recognizes any good — however little — which He finds in 
us, and gives us a reward beyond all measure. The word Shdkir 
(Thankful) is applied here to Allah, as at 2:158, and elsewhere. At 
16:121 it is applied to Abraham, who had showed himself grateful. 
Allah, too, can be Shalrir, in spite of His absolute independence of 
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148. Allah loves not the utterance of harsh words 
except by one who has been wronged. Allah is Hear- 
ing, Knowing. 2 ^ 8 

149. If you do good openly or keep it secret, or forgive 
evil, surely Allah is Clement, Powerful 

150. Those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messen- 
gers, and seek to make distinctions between Allah and 
His Messengers, and say: "We believe in some and 
disbelieve in others," and seek to choose a way in 
between them; 



238 Harsh words spoken against others are a breach of the ethics 
. of Islam. Yet for those who have been wronged, and who can only 
hope to effect redress or remonstrance, there is a dispensation: it 
is not an insult or an act of slander to criticize one who has done 
wrong. But to speak about someone behind his back, saying 
things which, although true, wouid offend him if he heard them, 
is backbiting, a major sin. To speak of someone behind his back, 
saying things that are untrue, is slander, also a major sin. 



151. Such are disbelievers in truth; and for disbelievers 
We have prepared a humiliating torment. 

152. But those who believe in Allah and His Messen- 
gers and make no distinction between any of them; to 
them Allah will soon give their [due] rewards; and 
Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 

153. The People of the Book ask of you that you should 
cause a [physical] Book to descend upon them from 
heaven. They asked a greater thing of Moses, for they 
said: "Show us Allah plainly!" The storm of lightning 
seized them for their wickedness. Yet they worshipped 
the calf even after clear signs had come to them. And 
even so We forgave them that! And We bestowed on 
Moses a clear authority. 

154. And We caused the Mount [of Sinai] to tower 
above them at [the taking of] their pact, and We bade 
them: "Enter the gate prostrate!" and We bade them: 
"Transgress not the Sabbath!" and We took from them 
a firm pact. 239 



2 « During the time of the Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's 
blessings and peace be upon him) the Jews demanded, many mira- 
cles from him. Even though many miracles were in fact shown 
them, most of them still rejected Islam. But, as this passage points 
out, the people of Moses had been the same. 
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155. Then because of their breaking of their pact, and 
their disbelieving in the signs of Allah, and their slay- 
ing of the Prophets wrongfully, and their saying: "Our 
hearts are enveloped," 240 — No, but Allah has set a seal 
upon their hearts for their disbelief, so that they 
believe not, except a few. 

156. And because of their disbelief and of their speak- 
ing against Mary a tremendous calumny. 

157. And because of their saying: "We slew the Messi- 
ah, Jesus son of Mary, Allah's Messenger." They slew 
him not, nor crucified him, but it appeared so to them; 
and those who disagree concerning it are in doubt 
thereof; they have no knowledge of it except the pur- 
suit of a conjecture; [but] certainly they slew him 
not. 241 

158. But Allah raised him up to Himself. Allah is 
August, Wise. 

159. There is not one of the People of the Book but will 
believe in him before his death, and on the Day of Res- 
urrection he will be a witness against them. 242 

160. Because of the iniquity of the Jews We made 
unlawful for them certain good things which had been 
lawful to them— and because they obstructed many 
from the path of Allah. 

161. And [because] of their taking usury when they 
were forbidden it, and their devouring of people's 
wealth by wrongful means. We have prepared for 
those of them who disbelieve a painful punishment. 
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162. But those of ±em who are firm in knowledge and 
the believers believe in that which was sent down to 
you, and that which was sent down before you, [espe- 
cially] the diligent in ritual prayer, those who pay the 
zakfit, the believers in Allah and the Last Day. Upon 
them We shall bestow an immense reward. 



2 «° By this they meant their hearts were impenetrable to whatev- 
er the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) 
said; whatever his arguments, they would not consider them. 

^ Allah saved Noah from the flood; Abraham from the fire, 
Muhammad from the traps of the idolaters, and Jesus from the 
wickedness of the Jews, who wished to crucify him. May the peace 
of Allah be upon all of His Prophets and Messengers. It was Judas 
Iscariot, who sought to betray Jesus, who was arrested instead, 
and crucified. 

^ Allah protected His Prophet, Jesus (peace be upon him) from 
the Jews so that they could not slay him, and then raised him to 
Himself. He was made to pass into the Intermediary World, the 
subtle dimension which is the bridge between the dense physical 
and the formless spiritual worlds, as were Enoch (Idrls) and Ehas 
"raised" before him. Before the Day of Resurrection he will return 
to the world, and the People of the Book will believe that he is 



indeed the Prophet of Allah, and they will renounce their disbelief 
in the final message of Islam. During his second stay on the earth, 
Jesus (peace be upon him) will rule the world by the Qur'an. He 
will put an end to all kinds of superstitions, and will break the 
cross, forbid the eating of pork, and rectify other violations of the 
law which have been introduced by generations of Christians. 

It is interesting to note that the doctrine of Jesus' torture by cru- 
cifixion was not accepted by a number of early Christian churches, 
including the Basilideans and Docetians. Its source is probably to 
be identified in Greco-Roman ideas of incarnation, blood-sacrifice 
and redemption, which, although offensive to the Jewish 
monotheism of the Messengers, filtered in during the first few 
centuries. The Gospel accounts of the supposed crucifixion do 
not, of course, stand up to historical analysis: their authors are 
unknown. 
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163. We reveal to you, as We revealed to Noah and the 
Prophets after him, and as We revealed to Abraham 
and Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and the tribes, and 
Jesus and Job and Jonah and Aaron and Solomon, and 
as We gave David the Psalms. 243 

164. And Messengers We have mentioned to you 
before and Messengers We have not mentioned to 
you; and Allah spoke directly with Moses. 244 

165. Messengers of good news and of warning, in 
order that mankind, might have no argument against 



243 Prophecy Is the highest human condition, for the Prophet is a 
bridge between man and Allah, who helps His. creatures to recall 
their primal source and ultimate return. "Revelation" is the condi- 
tion of contact, vouchsafed by Allah and not acquired by man, 
which may be imparted through the intermediary of an angel, or 
directly from Allah. 

As previously mentioned, the word "tribes" means the descen- 
dants of the Prophet Jacob. 



Allah after the Messengers. And Allah was August, 
Wise. 

166. But Allah [Himself] bears witness concerning 
that which He has sent down to you; with His knowl- 
edge has He sent it down; and the angels also testify. 
And Allah is sufficient witness. 

167. Those who disbelieve and obstruct [others] from 
the path of Allah, they have surely strayed far away. 

168. Those who disbelieve, and do wrong, Allah will 
never forgive them, neither will He guide them to a 
road. 

169. Except the road to Hell, to abide therein perpetu- 
ally. And that is easy for Allah. 

170. mankind! The Messenger has come to you with 
the truth from your Lord. Therefore believe; [it is] bet- 
ter for you. But if you disbelieve, still, surely to Allah 
belongs whatsoever is in the heavens and the earth. 
Allah is Knowing, Wise. 



2d4 Although Allah has mentioned in the Qur'an several of the 
greatest Prophets sent in former ages, there are many He has not 
mentioned. According to tradition, 124,000 Prophets have been 
sent since the creation of Man. 
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171. People of the Book! Commit no excess in your 
religion, nor say anything but the truth about Allah. 
The Messiah, Jesus son of Mary, was only a Messenger 
of Allah, and His word which He conveyed to Mary, 
and a spirit from Him. So believe in Allah and His 
Messengers, and say not "three." Cease, [it is] better 
for you! Allah is only One God. Far is it removed from 
His transcendence that He should have a son, when 
His is all that the heavens and all that the earth con- 
tain. And Allah is sufficient as [their] Custodian. 245 

172. The Messiah will never be too proud to be a slave 
to Allah, nor will the nearest angels. Those who are 
too proud to worship Him and are arrogant, all such 
will He assemble to Him. 

173. Then, as for those who believed and did good 

245 Many Christians have never accepted pure monotheism as 
/advanced by Judaism and Islam, since their love for their Messen- 
ger, Jesus (may peace be upon him) caused them to deify him, just 
as the Romans deified their emperors. Although Jesus (may peace 
be upon him), like all the Prophets, brought the message of 
absolute Divine Unity, later generations of Christians developed a 
theory of "trinity." As the Qur'an explains, the error of the Jews 
was excessive formalism, and the error of the Christians, meta- 
physical confusion and deification of their Messenger, who never 
claimed to be God. We ask Allah to preserve us from both 
extremes. 
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works, to them He will pay their reward in full, adding 
to them of His bounty; and as for those who were 
proud and arrogant, those He will punish with a 
painful torment. And they will not find against Allah, 
any protecting friend or helper. 

174. mankind! A proof from your Lord has come to 
you; and We have sent down to you a clear light. 246 

175. As for those who believe in Allah, and hold fast to 
Him, He will cause them to enter into His Mercy and 
favor and will guide them to Him by a straight road. 

246 The proof is the Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's blessings 
and peace be upon him) and the clear light, the Qur'an. 
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i^6. They ask you for a legal judgement Say: "Allah 
has granted you a judgement concerning those who 
die childless. If a man dies childless, and has a sister, 
hers is half the inheritance, and he would have inherit- 
ed from her had she died childless. And if there be two 
[sisters], then theirs is two-thirds of the heritage, and 
if they be siblings, men and women, to the male is the 
equivalent of the share of two females. Allah makes it 
clear to you, lest you err. And Allah has knowledge of 
all things." 



AL~MA ? IDAH 
Repealed at Madlnah 

The great bulk of this surah was revealed at Madlnah in the 
sixth year of the Muslim calendar. Verse 3, announces the 
completion of their religion for the Muslims, and the choice 
for them of Islam (the surrender to Allah) as their religion. 
This verse was revealed during the Prophet's farewell Pil- 
grimage to Makkah, and spoken by him during his sermon 
to the assembled thousands at c Arafat, when all of Arabia 
had accepted Islam, shortly before his death. The surah 
derives its name from verse 112, where it is mentioned how 
the disciples of Jesus asked for a table, spread with food, to 
be sent down from Heaven, and their prayer was granted. 
The general theme of the surah is observance of religious 
duties, and the Muslims are warned not to violate their pact 
with Allah as did the followers of earlier prophets. 

THE TABLE-SPREAD 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. you who believe! Fulfill your undertakings! It is 
lawful for you to eat the flesh of all beasts except that 
which is [here] announced to you. Game is forbidden 
to you while you are in the state of consecration [for 
pilgrimage]. 247 

2. you who believe! Violate not the sanctity of the 
rites of Allah, nor of the Sacred Month, nor of the ani- 
mals brought for sacrifice, nor the garlands [that 
mark out such animals], nor the people resorting to 
the Sacred House, seeking of the bounty and good 
pleasure of their Lord. But when you leave the state of 
consecration [and the sacred precincts around 
Makkah], you may hunt Let not the hatred of a people 
[who once] obstructed you from the Sacred Mosque 
lead you to transgress. Help one another in benevo- 
lence and piety, and help not one another in sin and 
transgression. And fear Allah, for His punishment is 
severe. 



247 Fulfillment of undertakings, promises, and contracts, is a 
pillar of the Islamic social, legal, and political order and is here 
proclaimed as an absolute obligation. 
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3. Forbidden to you [for food] are carrion, blood, 
swine-flesh, and that which has been dedicated to any 
other than Allah; that which was strangled; that which 
was beaten to death [by a blunt instrument]; that 
which fell [a long fall]; that which was gored by 
horns; that of which predators have eaten — saving 
that which you make lawful [by slaughtering before 
they die]; and that which has been sacrificed to idols. 
And [forbidden] also is settling matters with gam- 
bling-arrows. That is corruption. This day, those who 
disbelieve are in despair of [ever stifling] your reli- 
gion; so fear them not, and fear Me! This day I have 
perfected your religion for you, and completed my 
favor upon you, and chosen Islam for you as religion. 
Whomever is forced by hunger, not by will, to sin: [for 
him] Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 248 

4. They ask you [0 Muhammad] what is made lawful 
for them. Say: " [All] Good things are made lawful for 
you. And those beasts and birds of prey which you 
have trained as hounds, training them to hunt in the 
manner Allah taught you; so eat of that which they 
catch for you and mention Allah's name upon it, and 
fear Allah. Indeed, Allah is swift to take account." 

5. This day are [all] good things made lawful for you. 
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The food of those who have received the Book is law- 
ful for you, and your food is lawful for them. And so 
are the virtuous women of the believers, and the virtu- 
ous women of those who received the Book before you 
[lawful for you] when you give them their marriage 
portions and live with them in honor, not in illegal 
relations, nor taking them as secret concubines. Who- 
ever denies the faith, his work is in vain, and in the 
Hereafter he will be among the losers. 249 



248 All the world's religions, recognizing man's inability to 
work out the truth for himself, establish guidelines to show him 
what is lawful and what is not. These laws serve the individual as 
well as society. Islam, through its dietary regulations, which, 
although simpler, in many ways reflect those given by Allah to 
ancient Israel, protects the individual from the spiritual pollution 
which proceeds from consuming animals which are themselves 
dirty. All scavenging animals, as opposed to grazing ones, are 
forbidden. Similarly, animals slain in an idolatrous context, are 
seen as unjustly killed and hence cannot be eaten. In these regu- 
lations, too, we find a hint of asceticism and renunciation 
reminiscent of the Islamic rules of fast. To renounce the world 
with the soul, and hence address oneself to Allah, one does not 



have to renounce everything in the world, but only some things, 
as a symbol and reminder. 

249 Food slaughtered by Jews and Christians, despite the dis- 
torted and abrogated status of their scripture, is permissible, if.it 
is slaughtered correctly (the flesh of the pig being the exception: 
it was never authorized as a food in either Judaism or 
Christianity, despite later interference). Muslim men are permit- 
ted to marry Jewish and Christian women. Muslim women, 
however, cannot marry non-Muslim men. For while Muslims rec- 
ognize the Prophets of the other faiths, Jews and Christians do 
not acknowledge Muhammad. A woman should not be set under 
a man who rejects her religion, and does not share her love of all 
the Prophets. 
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6. you who believe! When you rise up for ritual 
prayer, wash your faces, and your hands up to the 
elbows, and lightly rub your heads, and your feet up to 
the ankles. And if you are ritually impure, purify your- 
selves. And if you are sick or on a journey, or one of 
you comes from the privy, or you have touched 
women, and you find not water, then take clean dust 
and rub your faces and your hands with some of it. 
Allah would not place a burden on you, but He would 
purify you, and would perfect His grace upon you, that 
you may perhaps give thanks. 250 



250 Prayer for a Muslim consists of communing intimately with 
Allah. As is the case before any important meeting, one must pre- 
pare for it in the proper way. The practice o[ wudu (the minor 
ablution required before most devotional acts) purifies the out- 
ward, symbolizes the purification of the inward, and serves to 
wake us up, and redirect us towards Almighty Allah. When water 
is not readily obtainable, clean earth may be used as a temporary 
substitute. 



7. Remember Allah's favor upon you, and His pact by 
which He bound you when you said: "We hear and we 
obey;" and keep your duty to Allah. Indeed Allah 
knows what is in the breasts [of men]. 251 

8. you who believe! Be steadfast witnesses for Allah 
in equity; and let not hatred of any people make you 
swerve from justice. Deal jusdy; that is nearer to God- 
fearing. Fear Allah. Allah is Aware of what you do. 

9. Allah has promised those who believe and do good 
deeds: theirs will be forgiveness and an immense 

reward. 



251 The "pact" here referred to is the spiritual obligation of the . 
creature towards the Creator, Who has given us a heart, the higher 
faculties of the soul, and the position of His vicegerent upon the 
earth. The verse was revealed also in connection with the pledge 
made to the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon 
him) by two groups of new Muslims from Madlnah at al- ( Aqabah 
in the valley of Mina, the first about fourteen months before the 
Prophet's emigration, and the second a year later. 
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io. And those who disbelieve and deny Our signs, 
such are the dwellers of Hell. 

ii. you who believe! Remember Allah's favor to you, 
how a people formed the design to stretch out their 
hands against you but He withheld their hands from 
you; and fear Allah. In Allah let believers put their 
trust. 

12. Allah made a pact of old with the Children of 
Israel, and We raised among them twelve chieftains, 
and Allah said: "Surely, I am with you. If you establish 
the ritual prayer and pay the zakdt, and believe in My 
Messengers and support them, and lend to Allah a 
goodly loan, surely I shall remit your sins, and surely 1 
shall admit you into gardens beneath which rivers 
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flow. Whosoever among you disbelieves after this has 
gone astray from a straight path." 

13. And because of their breaking their pact, We have 
cursed them and made hard their hearts. They change 
words from their context and forget a part of that 
wherewith they had been reminded. You will not cease 
to discover treachery among them, all save a few. But 
bear with them, and pardon them. Surely, Allah loves 
those who behave with excellence. 252 



252 Verse 12 and the beginning of verse 13 refer to when Allah 
saved the Children of Israel from the oppression of Phara.oh, and 
guided them toward the Holy Land of Palestine. Moses called the 
chieftains of the people, who all assembled together and declared 
to Moses: "All that the Lord has spoken we will do." The chief- 
tains of the twelve tribes each sent agents to spy out the land of 
Canaan. When they all returned from their mission, they alarmed 
the Israelites by stating that the inhabitants of the land were 
strong and prepared to fight. Unwilling to fight for their inheri- 
tance, the Israelites thus broke the promise they had given to 
their Lord in the presence of Moses. 



The rest of verse 13 refers to the time of Moses and his succes- 
sors. Originally, only one copy of the Torah was made. When the 
Israelites fought the Babylonians and were taken captive by them, 
this copy was lost. Once they regained their freedom, the 
Israelites tried to write it out again, and in the process, the text 
was distorted. Today's Torah is a late, incomplete anthology of 
earlier material. 
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14. And with those who say: "Surely, we are Chris- 
tians/' We made a pact, but they forgot a part of that 
whereof they were admonished. Therefore, We have 
stirred up enmity and hatred among them till the day 
of Resurrection, when Allah will inform them of what 
they have done. 253 

15. people of the Book! Now has Our Messenger 
come to you, expounding to you much of that which 
you used to hide in the Book, and forgiving much. 



Now there has come to you light from Allah, and a 
clear Book. 

16. Whereby Allah guides all who seek His good pleas- 
ure to ways of peace [and safety], and leads them out 
of darknesses, by His permission, to light, and guides 
them to a straight path. 

17. They indeed have disbelieved who say: "Allah is the 
Messiah, son of Mary." Say: "Who has the least power 
against Allah, if He had willed to destroy the Messiah 
son of Mary, and his mother and everyone on earth?" 
Allah's is the sovereignty of the heavens and the earth, 
and all that is between them. He creates what He will. 
And He has power over all things. 



253 The early Christians suffered much persecution from the 
Romans and the Jews, and became widely scattered. The pact 
which was given by Jesus to his apostles was lost in the process, 
and although a variety of gospels were written by various hands, 
they contained only an oblique reference to the fact that Allah's 
messages to man had not come to an end, and that the 
Comforter, Ahmad, would come to reestablish monotheism. See 
the Gospel of John, xv.26, and xvi.7, where an echo has been pre- 
served. True Christians are those who have accepted not just 



Jesus, but all of Allah's Prophets, and affirm His absolute unity. 
The verse is also a reminder of the enmity which Allah ■ has set 
between Christians and Jews, and which shall abide until the Last 
Day. 
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18. The Jews and the Christians say: "We are the sons 
of Allah, and His loved ones." Say: "Why then does He 
chastise you for your sins? Surely, you are but human 
beings of His creating. He forgives whom He will, and 
punishes whom He will. Allah's is the sovereignty of 
the heavens and the earth and all that is between 
them, and to Him is the journeying." 

19. O people of the Book! Now has Our Messenger 
come to you to make things clear [again] after an 
interval [between] Messengers, lest you should say: 
"There came not to us a bearer of glad tidings nor a 
warner." Now has a bearer of glad tidings and a warn- 
er come to you. Allah has power over all things. 

20. And [remember] when Moses said to his people: 
"0 my people! Remember Allah's favor to you, how He 
raised Prophets amongst you, and He made you kings, 
and gave you that [which] He gave not to any [other] 
of [His] creatures [in your time]. 

21. "O my people! Go into the Holy Land which Allah 
has ordained for you. Turn not in flight, for surely you 
would then turn back as losers." 
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22. They said: "0 Moses! In this land are a people of 
exceeding strength [and oppression]; never shall we 
enter it until they leave it. When they leave, then we 
shall enter." 

23. But among their God-fearing men were two on 
whom Allah had bestowed favor; they said: "Enter 
upon them by the gate, for if you enter by it, surely you 
will be victorious. So put your trust in Allah, if you are 
indeed believers." 254 



254 Among those who returned after spying out the land were 
two men who had faith and courage. They were Joshua and Caleb. 
Joshua was the successor to Moses in Prophethood. These two 
true followers of Moses advised an immediate entry through the 
proper gate. They had no fear from the strength of the Canaanites. 
The advice of Joshua and Caleb, and the proposals of Moses were 
unacceptable to the ordinary Israelites, whose fear was further 
encouraged by the ten other men who had been on the mission 
with Joshua and Caleb. The crowd took to open rebellion, and was 
prepared to stone Moses, Aaron, Joshua, and Caleb, and return to 
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24. They said: "0 Moses! We will never enter [the 
land] while they are in it So go, you and your Lord, 
and fight! We will sit here." 

25. He said: "My Lord! I have power only over myself 
and my brother, so separate us from the unjust peo- 
ple." 

26. [Their Lord] Said: "This land will then be forbidden 
them for forty years, [during which] they will wander in 
the earth [bewildered]. So grieve not over the corrupt 
people." 255 



255 Allah punished the people who had rebelled ten times or 
more, by leaving them to wander.- in the wilderness for. forty years. 
That rebellious generation was not to see the Holy Land. All those 
that were twenty years old and upward died in the wilderness. And 
so it happened that forty years later they crossed the River Jordan, 
opposite what is now Jericho. But by that time Moses, Aaron, and 
their whole older generation had died. 

256 Pride, selfishness, and jealousy can so overmaster a man as ro 
cause him to murder his own brother. These verses recount the 
first human conflict and murder. In them we are reminded of the 
lethal power of the nafs (the soul), which, in its lower, instinctive 



27. And recite to them with truth the tale of the two 
sons of Adam [Abel and Cain], how they each offered 
a sacrifice, and it was accepted from the one of them 
and not accepted from the other. [The other] said: "I 
will surely kill you!" [The one] answered: "Allah 
accepts only from those who fear Him. 

28. "Even if you stretch out your hand against me to 
kill me, I shall not stretch out my hand against you to 
kill you, for I fear Allah, the Lord of the Worlds. 

29. "I would rather you bear the burden of the sin 
against me and your own sin, and become one of the 
dwellers of the Fire. That is the reward of the unjust." 

30. The spiteful soul of the other [Cain] led him to the 
killing of his brother, so he slew him and became one 
of the losers. 

31. Then Allah sent a raven scratching up the ground, 
to show him how to hide his brother's naked corpse. 
He said: "Woe is me! Am I not able to be as this raven 
and so hide my brother's naked corpse?" And he 
became repentant. 256 



condition, an-nqfs al-ammdrah (the ego) .perpetually enjoins man to 
sin. When this aspect of the self is somewhat disciplined, it 
becomes an-nqfs al-lawwamah (the soul which blames itself for 
doing wrong), but it is still not yet purified. Finally, by Divine 
favor, one can attain to the station of an-nafs al-mutma'innah (the 
soul at peace), which is free of selfish impulses. 

The story of Cam and Abel is here briefly told in order to shed 
light upon the story of the Children of Israel. They rebelled against 
Allah, slew and insulted their Prophets, and when Allah trans- 
ferred His favor to another nation, were overcome by jealousy to 
the point of betrayal and war. 
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32. For that cause We ordained for the Children of 
Israel that whosoever kills a human being for other 
than [the crimes of] manslaughter or corruption in the 
earth, it shall be as if he had killed all mankind; and 
whosoever saves the life of one, it shall be as if he had 
saved the life of all mankind. Our Messengers came to 
them of old with clear signs, but afterwards many of 
them became committed to excesses in the earth. 

33. The only reward of those who make war upon 
Allah and His Messenger and strive for corruption in 
the land will be that they will be killed or crucified, or 
have their hands and feet on alternate sides cut off, or 
will be expelled from the land. Such will be their 
degradation in the world, and in the Hereafter theirs 
will be a formidable torment. 

34. Save those who repent before you overpower them, 
for in that case Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 257 
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35.O you who believe! Fear Allah, and seek the way of 
approach to Him, and strive in His way in order that 
you may succeed. 258 

36. As for those who disbelieve, if all that is in the 
earth were theirs, and as much again, to ransom 
themselves from the torment of the Day of Resurrec- 
tion, it would not be accepted from them. Theirs will 
be a painful torment. 



257 In Islam, to kill someone without just cause, thereby repeat- 
ing the crime of Cain, is considered a crime against all humanity. 
To commit acts of terror is treason both against society and 
against Allah and His Prophet. Although the Islamic jurists differ 
somewhat on the interpretation of these provisions, it is acknowl- 
edged that those who commit armed robbery combined with 
murder are to be punished with one of the four penalties specified 
above. The actual penalty applicable is decided upon by the legisla- 
ture in accordance with what is deemed suitable for the region's 
culture and norms. 

258 Approaching and drawing near to Allah is primarily by never 
forgetting Him and never allowing one's wishes and desires to 
take priority over His commands and prohibitions. Striving in the 



way of Allah (jihad) involves actual fighting in a legitimate war, 
under a legitimate; leader, but is not limited to this. Jihad also 
includes striving' to call people to Allah, to enjoin good and forbid 
evil, and to. teach Muslims the sacred law. Finally, and most 
importantly, striving is the inward jihad, the battle against the 
unruly soul which incites to evil. This fight results in the purifica- 
tion and illumination of the soul, which is the required 
qualification of approach to Allah and acceptance. It is important 
to note that there is no dichotomy between the inward and out- 
ward jihdd, as it is the imvard purification of the soul's evil and 
self-defeating attributes which makes the outward aspects of jihad 
pure in intention, and thus acceptable to Allah and effective in the 
world. 
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37. They will wish to come out of the Fire, but they 
will not come out of it, for theirs will be a lasting tor- 
ment. 



38. As for the thief, both male and female, cut off their 
hands. It is the reward of their own deeds, an exem- 
plary punishment from Allah. Allah is August, Wise. 

39. But whoever repents after his wrongdoing and 
amends his conduct, Allah will relent toward him, for 
indeed, Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 259 

40. Do you not know that to Allah alone belongs the 
sovereignty of the heaven's and the earth? He punishes 
whom He will, and forgives whom He will. Allah has 
power over all. things. 

41. Messenger! Do not be grieved by those who has- 
ten to disbelief, of such as say with their mouths: "We 
believe," but their hearts believe not, and of the 
Jews — listeners for the sake of falsehood, listeners on 
behalf of other people who come not to you, changing 
words from their context and saying: "If this be given 
to you, receive it, but if this- be not given to you, then 
beware!" He whom Allah dooms to sin, you [by your 
own efforts] will avail him naught against Allah. 
Those are they for whom the will of Allah is that He 
cleanse not their hearts. Theirs is humiliation in the 
world, and In the Hereafter a formidable torment. 260 



259 The punishment, and deterrent, for theft is here laid down 
with great clarity. In prison-based penal systems it is increasingly 
acknowledged that prison is neither just, nor effective as a deter- 
rent or punishment. The high levels of suicide in prison are a mute 
testimony to the fact that death itself is often seen as preferable to 
the psychological torture which prisons inflict. It would appear, 
however, that liberal sensibilities are more comfortable with a 
form of punishment which leaves no physical marks, and draws 
no unsightly blood, forgetting that to torture the soul by locking a 
person up in the company of criminals does far more lasting dam- 
age. Neither is incarceration just, for there are certain types of 
people who thrive in prison, and others who suffer immeasurably. 
The former is likely to learn the criminal arts in his "college of 
crime" behind bars, while the latter will be permanendy trauma- 
tized. As for its deterrent value, while prison is widely regarded as 
unpleasant, for certain individuals to have a criminal record is even 
as a mark of manhood. While physical punishment is comprehen- 
sible beforehand, the miseries of prison life are known only to 
those who have experienced them. Such inadequacies in the penal 
system are among the reasons why secular countries are experi- 
encing a rapidly increasing incidence of crime. 



Having said this, in relation to the Islamic punishment for theft, 
it is important to recall that the punishment cannot be applied if 
the defendant stole from hunger or from some other dire necessity 
or committed petty theft, for Allah does not will injustice for His 
servants. 

260 The incident referred to here is one where a Jewish man and 
woman committed adultery. The Jews had changed the penalty of 
stoning to death, stated in - the Torah, to one of whipping and pub- 
lic shaming. They wished to have this alteration sanctioned by 
having the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) 
judge the case and confirm their judgement. They said amongst 
themselves: "If this (sentence) be given to you, receive it, (the sen- 
tence of whipping and shaming) but. if this be not given to you, 
then beware!" The Prophet judged them by their law, ordering the 
Torah brought and read before him. The reciter tried to hide the 
verse that prescribed stoning by placing his hand over it, but the 
Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) told him 
to remove his hand and read. He then ordered the adulterers 
stoned. 
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42. They listen to falsehoods and devour what is 
unlawful. If they come to you, either judge between 
them or decline to interfere. If you decline, they can- 
not hurt you in the least. If you judge, judge between 
them with equity. Surely Allah loves those who judge 
with equity. .. 

43. Why do they come to you for judgement when they 
have their own law [the Torah] wherein Allah deliv- 
ered judgement [for them, and], then, after that, they 
turn away? These are not believers. 

44. We revealed the Torah wherein there was a guid- 
ance and a light, by which the. Prophets who 
surrendered [to Allah] judged the Jews, and the Men 
of Allah and the rabbis [judged] by such of Allah's 
Book as they were bidden to observe and be its wit- 
nesses. 261 So fear not men, but- fear Me. And sell not 
My signs for a miserable price. Whoever judges not by 
that which Allah has sent down, such are the disbe- 
lievers. 



/AN /AX /AN /AX /AX /AN /AX /AX /AX >4\X /*£. /AX >£X ^S /AV /AX /AN /AX ^Vv 

/ <£*/ <v> W/ <V> VVV \ V> VW W/ WX NW w \w vw ♦ ~ ' »*" •">" vv ' w ' vv/ - 



vw w/- \w w^ v 



j&Zc^ cyy "5LS U«5 ^>^J>-^^ J 0>-^J 



' - ^A^ > ' A ' V ^v /ax /an m\ /an /an /av xan /av m\ /a\ /an /an /an /an >w^' 
r xvy \v/ w/ nnv nv/ nv/ xv./ xvy nv/ \v/ w/ w/ nv/ xvy xv/ sSfr xy> xv/ 



45. And We ordained for them therein: a life for a life, 
and an eye for an eye, and a nose for a nose, and an ear 
for an ear, and a tooth for a tooth, and for wounds 
retaliation. But, if any one remits the retaliation [in 
charity], it is an act of atonement for himself. And 
whoever judges not by what Allah had revealed, such 
are the unjust. 



261 All Divine Messengers and Prophets were Muslims in the lit- 
eral sense; they had no will of their own,, as every thought and act 
was by Divine command. As for the Men of Allah, the Arabic term 
used is rabbdniyijun, which comes from Rabb (Lord). They are those 
whose authority is by. virtue of their sanctity. The authority of rab- 
bis is by virtue of their knowledge of the sacred law. The Men of 
Allah, therefore, are an intermediate rank between Prophets and 
mere scholars.. 
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46. And in their footsteps We sent Jesus son of Mary, 
confirming that which was [revealed] before him, and 
We bestowed on him the Gospel wherein is guidance 
and a light, confirming that which was [revealed] 
before it in the Torah — a guidance and an admonition 
to the God-fearing. 

47. Let the People of the Gospel judge by that which 
Allah had revealed therein. Whoever judges not by that 
which Allah has revealed; such are the corrupt. 



262 Those nations which have believed in Allah and followed the 
teachings of His Prophets should not dispute with each other 
because of differences of opinion on personal and political mat- 
ters, these being motivated by passions. They should be 
competing with each other to attain the goals that their Prophets 
have shown them. 

263 Those who refuse to live the Divinely-revealed way of life may 
be smitten for their sin in this world, through any catastrophe, or 
their chastisement may be postponed ro the Hereafter. 



48. And to you We have sent down the Book with the 
truth, confirming whatever Books were before it and a 
witness over them. So judge between them by that 
which Allah has sent down, and follow not their pas- 
sions away from the truth which has come to you. For 
each of you We have appointed a [Divine] law and a 
traced-out way. Had Allah willed He could have made 
you one community, but, so that He may try you by 
that which He has given you [He has made you as you 
are]. So vie with one another in good works. To Allah 
you will all be returned, and He will then inform you 
of that wherein you disputed. 262 

49. So judge between them by that which Allah has sent 
down, and follow not their passions, and beware of 
them lest they seduce you from some part of that which 
Allah has sent down to you. And if they turn away, then 
know that Allah's will is to afflict them for some of 
their sins. Indeed, many people are corrupt. 263 

50. Is it a judgement of ignorance that they are seek- 
ing? Who is a better judge than Allah for a people who 
have certainty [of belief]? 264 



264 The word translated as "ignorance" is jdhiliyyah, which 
refers here to the state of idolatrous ignorance which prevailed in 
Arabia before Islam. This remains the condition of many societies 
and regions to this day, where the simple message of Divine unity 
and the obligation to serve Allah before all else has not penetrated. 
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51. you who believe! Take not the Jews and Chris- 
tians for friends. They are friends to each other. He 
among you who takes them for friends is of them. 
Surely, Allah guides not unjust people. 

52. And you see those in whose hearts is a disease has- 
ten toward them, saying: "We fear lest a change of 
fortune befall us!" And it may happen that Allah will 
grant [you] the victory, or something else from Him; 
then will they regret their secret thoughts. 265 

53. Then will the believers say [to the people of the 
Book]: "Are these they who swore by Allah their most 
binding oaths that they were firmly with you?" Their 
works have failed, and they have become the losers. 

54. you who believe! If any from among you turn 
back from his religion, Allah will bring a people 
whom He loves and who love Him, humble toward 
believers, stern toward disbelievers, striving in the way 
of Allah, and fearing not the blame of any blamer. 
Such is the grace of Allah which He gives to whom He 
will. Allah is Vast, Knowing. 266 

55. Your friend can be only Allah; and His Messenger 
and those who believe, who establish the ritual prayer 
and pay the zakdt, and bow down [in prayer]. 
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56. And whosoever takes Allah and His Messenger and 
those who believe for friends, [know that] certainly, 
the party of Allah, they will be victorious. 

57. you who believe! Choose not for friends those 
who received the Book before you, and the disbeliev- 
ers, who make a mockery and entertainment of your 
religion. And fear Allah if you are believers. 



265 Muslims are advised not to look to Christians and Jews for 
help and comfort. They are more likely to combine against you 
than to help you. And this happened more than once in the life- 
time of the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon 
him), and in later ages again and again. He who associates with 
them and shares their counsels must be counted as one of them. 
One of the most serious problems of the Muslim world today is 
the admiration of many professed Muslims for the ways of the 
Jews and Christians, which, despite their profanity and clear indif- 
ference to all spirituality, carry with them a certain superficial 
glitter, being associated with the technological cleverness of the 
age. But Allah is indifferent to machinery; for in His sight the only 
greatness is greatness of spirit. 

At the same time, this injunction not to take them as friends, 
allies, confidants, and supporters in preference to Muslims does 



not mean a complete ban as such. Those Christians and Jews who 
are at peace with the Muslims and not suspected of hidden hostili- 
ty should be treated with kindness, courtesy, and loyalty. And this 
is especially true when they are kin. 

266 This verse clarifies verses 51 and 52 by showing the opposite 
behavior of: u a people whom He loves and who love Him." Unfor- 
tunately, many of today's Muslims behave in a manner contrary to 
this verse. They are humble toward the disbelievers, awed by their 
military and technological might, while arrogant toward other 
Muslims, even though they are in no way superior — superiority 
only being conferred by one's "striving in the way of Allah." Allah 
wishes them, governments and individuals alike, to keep their 
pride before disbelievers but to lose it entirely, displaying only 
humility, in their dealings with brother Muslims. 
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58. And when you call to prayer they take it only for a 
farce and an amusement. That is because they are a 
people who do not understand. 

59. Say: a People of the Book! Do you resent us for 
no other reason than that we believe in Allah and that 
which is sent down to us and that which was sent 
down before, and because most of you are corrupt?" 

60. Shall I inform you of what is worse than this in the 
way of retribution from Allah? [Worse are they] Whom 
Allah has cursed, on whom His wrath has fallen, 



whom Allah has turned to apes and swine, and who 
serve idols. Such are in a worse plight and further 
astray from the even path. 267 

61. When they come to you [Muslims], they say: "We 
believe;" but in fact they enter with disbelief, and they 
go out with disbelief; and Allah knows best what they 
are hiding. 

62. And you see many of them racing with each other 
in sin and rancor, and consuming things forbidden. 
Evil indeed are the things that they do. 

63. Why did not the Men of Allah and the rabbis for- 
bid their evil speaking, and their consuming of things 
forbidden? Evil indeed is their handiwork. 

64. The Jews say: "Allah's hand is fettered." Be their 
hands fettered, and be they cursed for saying so! Nay, 
but both His hands are outstretched; He gives as He 
pleases! But that which has been sent down to you 
from your Lord is certain to increase in most of them 
their transgressions and disbelief; and We have cast 
among them enmity and hatred till the Day of Resur- 
rection. As often as they light a fire for war, Allah 
extinguishes it. Their effort is for corruption in the 
land, and Allah loves not those who work corruption. 



2 7 A group of Jews attacked the Muslims by declaring: u We do 
not know any community worse than you, or any religion worse 
than yours." Allah answered their accusations by revealing this 
verse. 
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65. If only the People of the Book would believe and 
fear Allah, surely We would bring them into Gardens 
ofBliss. 

66. If they had observed [practiced] the Torah and the 
Gospel and that which was sent down to them from 
their Lord, they would surely have been nourished 
from above them and from beneath their feet. Among 
them there are people who are moderate, but many of 
them are of evil conduct. 268 

67. Messenger! Make known that which has been 
sent down to you from your Lord, for if you do not, 
you will not have conveyed His message. Allah will 
protect you from men [who mean you harm]. Allah 
guides not those who disbelieve. 

68. Say: "0 People of the Book! You have nothing [of 
true guidance] till you observe the Torah and the 
Gospel, and that which was sent down to you from 
your Lord." That which was sent down to you [0 
Muhammad] from your Lord is certain to increase the 
transgression and disbelief of many of them. So grieve 
not for those who disbelieve. 
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69. Those who believe [in the Qur'an], the Jews, the 
Sabaeans, and the Christians, whoever [accepts 
Islam,] believes in Allah and the Last Day and does 
right, no fear shall come upon them, neither shall they 

grieve. 269 

70. We made the pact with the Children of Israel, and 
We sent to them Messengers. As often as a Messenger 
came to them with that which their souls desired not, 
some [of them] they denied, and some they slew. 



268 Those who leave the practice of religion and live only for self- 
survival and personal gain feel no compunction, in exploiting • 
others; they cause oppression, poverty, unhappiness, and on the 
international scale are a major cause of wars. If all submitted to 
the Creator, the Almighty, there would be much less oppression, 
cruelty, and poverty in the world. Every individual would earn what 
is rightfully his. there would be abundance in the world and the 
blessings of Allah would be showered upon mankind from all 
directions, rains from above and crops from below their feet. And 
yet how far we are from this, rendering religion a source of discord 
rather than harmony, and devising secular ideologies which 



slaughter and maim in unprecedented numbers. 

265 See also 2:62. Regardless of the religion one may have fol- 
lowed in the past or the sins one may have accumulated, once 
someone accepts Islam and practices it in a fashion pleasing to 
Allah, he shall succeed in both worlds. 
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71. They thought no harm would come of it, so they 
were willfully blind and deaf, after which Allah relent- 
ed towards them. Now [even after that] many of them 
are willfully blind and deaf, and Allah sees what they 
do. 

72. They have disbelieved who say: "Allah is the Messi- 
ah, the son of Mary." The Messiah [himself] said: "0 
Children of Israel, worship Allah, my Lord and your 
Lord. Whoever ascribes partners to Allah, for him 
Allah has forbidden Paradise. His abode is the Fire. 



For the unjust there will be no helpers." 

73. They have disbelieved who say: "Allah is the third 
of three," when there is no god save One God. If they 
cease not what they say, a painful torment will fall 
upon those of them who disbelieve. 

74. Will they not instead turn to Allah in repentance 
and seek His forgiveness? For Allah is Forgiving, 
Compassionate. 

75. The Messiah son of Mary was none other than a 
Messenger, before whom Messengers had passed 
away. And his mother was a saintly woman. They both 
used to eat [earthly] food. See how We make the signs 
clear for them; then see how they follow falsehood. 270 

76. Say. "Do you worship in place of Allah that which 
possesses for you neither harm nor benefit? Allah it is 
who is the Hearing, the Knowing." 



270 The Jews never believed that Jesus (peace be upon him) was 
born of a virtuous woman but slandered Mary (peace be upon her) 
by claiming she bore an illegitimate child. The Qur'an here con- 
firms that the birth of Jesus (peace be upon him) was miraculous. 
Maty (peace be upon her) never claimed that she was the "mother 
of God," or that her son was Allah. She was a pious, virtuous 
woman. On the other hand, the slander of the Christians, against 
both Allah and His Prophet Jesus (peace be upon him), is refuted 
here by pointing out the human nature of the Messiah. Both he 
and his mother needed food, which, although the most basic 
human requirement, is not needed by Allah, Who is Transcendent 



beyond need of other than Himself. Yet how easily does man's per- 
versity' transform truth into falsehood, and religion into 

superstition. 
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77. Say: "0 People of the Book! Exceed not in your 
religion the bounds, and do not follow the vain desires 
of people who erred in times gone by and led many 
astray and strayed from the even road." 

78. Those of the Children of Israel who went astray 
were cursed by the tongue of David and by Jesus the 
son of Mary. That was because they rebelled and trans- 
gressed. 

79. They forbade not one another from the wickedness 
they did. Evil indeed was what they used to do. 

80. You see many of them making friends with those 
who disbelieve. Evil for them indeed is that which they 
send on before themselves [with the result] that 
Allah's wrath is upon them, and in torment they will 
abide. 
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81. If they had believed in Allah and the Prophet and 
that which was sent down upon him, they would not 
have chosen them for their friends, but many of them 
are corrupt. 

82. You will find the most vehement of men in enmity 
to those who believe [to be] the Jews and the idolaters. 
And you will find the nearest of them in affection to 
those who believe [to be] those who say: "We are 
Christians." That is because there are among them 
priests and monks, and because they are not proud. 
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83. When they listen to that which has been sent down 
to the Messenger, you see their eyes overflow with 
tears because of their recognition of the truth. They 
say: "Our Lord, we believe! So inscribe us among the 

witnesses! 

271 According to certain commentaries of the Qur'an, these verses 
refer to the Christians of Abyssinia who welcomed the early 
Muslims who emigrated to their land. According to others, it refers 
to the Christians of Najran, who signed a treaty with the Prophet 
Muhammad (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) before 
he emigrated to Madlnah. More generally, the meaning is that sin- 
cere Christians will be able to appreciate Muslim virtues. Let us not, 
however, forget that many fanatic so-called Christians have waged 
war against Muslims, from the time of the Crusades to present-day 
Bosnia and Kosovo. The verses obviously do not refer to the 
"Christians" who are committed to such atrocities, who shun the 
main Christian virtues of forgiveness and turning the other cheek 
for indulgence in genocide with the benediction of their clergy. 

272 In one of his talks, the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and 
peace be upon him) discussed some important aspects of renunci- 
ation and the devotional life with some of his companions, 
including 'All, Ibn Mas c ud, and al-Miqdad. They were deeply 
affected by his words and afterwards gathered together at the 
home of Uthman ibn Madhfun. There they resolved to fast every 
day, pray throughout every night, renounce sexual relations. 



84. "How should we "not believe 'in Allah and' that 
which has come to us of the truth? And [how should 
we not] hope that our Lord will bring us in along with 
the righteous?" 271 

85. Allah has rewarded them for their saying with Gar- 
dens beneath which rivers flow, wherein they shall 
abide perpetually. That js the reward of those who 
behave with excellence. 

86. But those who disbelieve and deny Our signs, they 
are the dwellers of Hell. 

87. you who believe! Forbid not the good things 
which Allah has made lawful for you, and do not 
transgress. Surely, Allah does not love the transgres- 
sors. 

88. Eat of that which Allah has bestowed on you as 
food lawful and good, and fear Allah, in Whom you 
are believers/ 72 

89. Allah will not call you to account for what is unin- 
tentional in your oaths, but He will call you to account 
for the oaths which you swear deliberately. The expia- 
tion thereof is the feeding often of the needy with the 
average of that with which you feed your own people, 
the clothing of them, or the liberation of a slave; and 
for him who finds not [the means to do this] then a 
three days' fast. This is the expiation of your oaths 
when you have sworn; and keep your oaths. Thus 
Allah explains to you His signs, in order that you may 
give thanks. 273 

renounce meat, and wear shabby clothes for the rest of their lives. 
When the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) 
heard about this he immediately came to them and said: "Your 
body has rights over you, your eye has rights over you, and your 
wife has rights over you. You should fast and pray, but also eat and 
sleep. 1 pray some of the time, and I also sleep; I fast, and I break 
my fast; I eat meat, and I have relations with my wives. He who 
leaves my way, he is not of me." It was in this connection that the 
above two verses were revealed. •. 

273 Vows may sometimes, be unintentional, or stand in the way 
of a good or virtuous act. The general principles established here 
are: (1) take no unintentional oaths; (2) do not use Allah's name, 
literally or by intention, to fetter yourselves against doing a lawful 
or good act; (3) keep to your solemn oaths to the utmost of your 
ability; (4) where you are unable to do so, expiate your failure by 
feeding or clothing the poor; obtaining someone's freedom; or, if 
you have not the means, by fasting. This pertains to the spiritual 
side of the question. If someone suffers damage from one's taking 
of an oath, or failure in keeping one, compensation will be due, 
but that would be a question for a court of law. 
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90. you who believe! Alcohol and gambling, and 
dedicating to idols and divining arrows are only a 
depravity of the Devil's handiwork. Leave them aside 
in order that you may succeed. 

91. The Devil seeks only to cast among you enmity and 
hatred by means of alcohol and gambling, and to turn 
you from remembrance of Allah and from [His] wor- 
ship. Will you not then abstain? 274 

92. Obey Allah and obey the Messenger, and beware! 
But if you turn away, then know that the duty of Our 
Messenger is only to convey [the message] clearly. 

93. There shall be no sin on those who believe and do 
good deeds for what they may have eaten [in the past] 
if they fear [Allah], believe, and do good works; then 
fear [Allah] and believe; then fear [Allah] and behave 
with excellence — and Allah loves those who behave 
with excellence. 

94. you who believe! Allah will surely try you some- 
what [in the matter] of the game which you take with 
your hands and your spears, that Allah may know him 
who fears Him in secret. Anyone who transgresses 
after this, for him there is a painful torment. 

95.O you who believe! Kill no wild game while you are 
in the state of consecration [for Pilgrimage]. If any of 



274 During the period of ignorance before Islam the idolatrous 
Arabs were given to drinking wine. The Islamic prohibition was 
effected in three stages. Allah first discouraged the Muslims from 
drinking wine, drawing to their attention the fact that there was 
more evil than benefit in intoxicants. Later they were forbidden 
from praying while under the influence of alcohol. With the above 
verse, the practice was definitively forbidden. At the same time, 
gambling was also outlawed, the two vices having many of the 
same properties. The "arrows" referred to were used for divina- 
tion, for example, in ascertaining lucky or inauspicious moments, 
or learning the wishes of the heathen gods as to whether men 
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you kills it intentionally he shall pay its forfeit with the 
equivalent in domestic animals of that which he killed, 
the judges being two men from among you known for 
justice, [the forfeit] to be brought as an offering to the 
Ka'bah [for distribution]; or, for expiation, he shall 
feed the poor, or the equivalent thereof in fasting, that 
he may taste the harsh consequences of his deed. 
Allah has forgiven whatever [of this kind] may have 
happened in the past, but whosoever relapses, Allah 
will take retribution from him. Allah is August, Able to 
take vengeance. 275 



should undertake certain actions or not. All superstitions are out- 
lawed by sacred law. 

275 While in the state of thrdm (consecration for Pilgrimage), or 
in the Sacred Precinct around Makkah, it is forbidden to harm any 
living thing, with the exception of certain dangerous reptiles and 
insects. By this Allah reminds Man of the sanctity of His rites and 
His city, which are inviolable zones of peace and security for all. 

When someone breaks that sanctity by hunting, the meat of the 
domestic animal forfeited for the killed game is distributed in 
Makkah to feed the' poor. 
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96, To hunt and eat the fish of the sea is made lawful 
for you, a provision for you and for seafarers; but to 
hunt on land is forbidden you so long as you are in the 

state of consecration. Fear Allah, to whom you will be 
gathered, 

97. Allah has appointed the Ka c bah, the Sacred House, 
an establishment for mankind, and the sacred month 
and the offerings and the garlands. That Is so that you 
may know that Allah knows whatever is In the heavens 
and whatever is in the earth and that Allah knows all 
things. 



98, Know that Allah, is severe in punishment, but that 
Allah is [also] Forgiving, Compassionate. 

99. The duty of the Messenger Is only to convey [the 
message], Allah knows well what you declare and 
what you hide. . 

100. Say: "Evil things and good things are not equal, 
even though the abundance of the evil may please you; 
so fear Allah, men of understanding, that you may 
succeed. 55276 

101. you who believe! Ask not about things which, if 
they were made known to- you, would displease you; 
but if you ask about them when the. Qur 5 an Is being 
sent down, they will be made known to you. Allah par- 
dons this, for Allah IsForgiving, Forbearant. 

102, A people before you asked [for such disclosures], 
and then disbelieved them. 

103, Allah has not appointed anything In the nature of 
a bahlrah or a salbah or a wasilah or a ham, but those 

who disbelieve Invent lies against Allah, Most of them 
have no sense, 277 



276 Islam emphasizes quality rather than quantity. The intelli- 
gent man will not be dazzled by numbers, or allow his heart to be 
captured by the mere fact of plenty. Excess does not equal worth. 
He knows that lasting good is uncommon, and he must exert him- 
self to find it. 

277 The above verse is related to the idolatrous tradition of the 
pre-Islamic Arabs. The idolatrous Arabs were assailed by supersti- 
tious fears which haunted their lives. If a she-camel or other 
female domestic animal had a large number of young at least five 
times, then after the fifth time she had her ear slit and was dedicat- 
ed to a god; such an animal was bahlrah. On a safe return from a 



journey, or a recovery from an illness, a she-camel was similarly 
dedicated, and let loose to pasture freely, and was known as a 
sd'ibah. When an animal bore twins, certain sacrifices or dedica- 
tions were made to idols; an animal so dedicated was a luasflah. A 
male camel dedicated to the gods by certain rites was a hami. These 
particular examples lead to the general truth: superstition is due to 
ignorance, and is degrading to man whom it shows to be mind- 
less. 
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104. And when it is said to them: "Come to that which 
Allah has sent down and to the Messenger," they say: 
"Enough for us. is that wherein we found our fathers." 
What! Even though their fathers had no knowledge 
whatsoever, and no guidance? 

105. you who believe! Attend to your own selves. If 
you are righdy-guided, no harm can come to you from 
those who stray. To Allah you will all return; and then 
He will inform you of what you used to do. 

106. you. who believe! Let there be witnesses 
between you when death draws near to one of you, at 
the time of bequest— two witnesses, just men from 
among you, or two others from another tribe, in case 
you are on a journey through the land and the calamity 
of death befalls you. Detain them after the ritual 
prayer, and if you doubt, they shall be made to swear 
by Allah [saying]: "We will not take a bribe, even if it 
were [on behalf of] a near kinsman, nor will we hide 
the testimony of Allah, for then indeed we would be of 
the unjust." 



z ? 8 In order to deal with any debts Or assets of the deceased, 
principles and mechanisms are established to ensure just and hon- 
orable dealing. Bequeathes, must be formally witnessed, and 
executed openly with injustice resulting in dismissal. The close rel- 
atives of the deceased and the individuals appointed as executors, 
are all required to see that nothing is wrongfully diverted. 
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107. But then, if it is afterwards ascertained that both 
of them are guilty of sin, let two others take their place 
of those nearly concerned, and let them swear by 
Allah, saying: "Surely, our testimony is truer than their 
testimony, and we have not transgressed, for then 
indeed we would be of the unjust." 

108. Thus it is more likely that they will bear true wit- 
ness or fear that after their oath the oath [of others] 
will be taken. So fear Allah and listen. Allah guides not 
the corrupt. 278 
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109. On the day when Allah will gather the Messengers 
together and ask: "What was the response you 
received?" they will say: "We have no knowledge; it is 
You, only You, who knows in foil all that is hidden." 

110. Then Allah will say: "0 Jesus son of Mary! 
Remember My favor upon you and upon your mother; 
how I strengthened you with the Holy Spirit [the 
archangel Gabriel] so that you spoke to mankind in 
the cradle as in maturity; and how I taught you the 
Book and wisdom and the Torah and the Gospel; and 



how you shaped of clay the likeness of a bird by My 
permission, blew upon it, and it was a bird by My per- 
mission; and you healed him who was born blind and 
the leper by My permission; and how you raised the 
dead by My permission; and how I restrained the Chil- 
dren of Israel from [harming] you when you came to 
them with clear signs, and those of them who disbe- 
lieved exclaimed: This is nothing but evident 
magic!' 279 

in. "And when I inspired the disciples, [saying]: 
'Believe in Me and in My Messenger,' they said: 'We 
believe. Bear witness that we submit [to You as Mus- 
lims].' 280 

112. "When the disciples said: '0 Jesus son of Mary! Is 
your Lord able to send down for us a table-spread 
[with food] from Heaven?' He said: Tear Allah, if you 
are true believers!' 

113. "They said: 'We wish to eat from it, that we may 
satisfy our hearts and know that you have told us the 
truth, and that we may be witnesses of it [the mira- 
cle].' 



279 Both the above verse and the verses to come discuss the mir- 
acles of the Prophet Jesus (peace be upon him). In order to make 
things easy for mankind Allah empowered all of His Messengers 
with the ability to work certain miracles, so as to help men believe 
in Allah and in the teachings of His Messengers. These miracles 
took place with the permission of Allah and support of the 
archangels. 



280 The disciples were the closest followers of Jesus (peace be 
upon him). Like the Companions of the Prophet Muhammad (may 
Allah's blessings and peace be upon him), they believed in Allah, 
followed the teachings of their master with loyalty, and surren- 
dered themselves to Allah, in the state known in Arabic as islam 
(complete submission to Allah). 
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114. "Jesus son of Mary, said: '0 Allah, our Lord! Send 
down for us a table-spread [with food] from Heaven, 
that it may be a feast for us, for the first of us and the 
last of us, and a sign from You. Give us provision, for 
you are the Best of Providers.' 

115. "Allah said: 'I will send it down for you. But if any 
of you disbelieves afterward, him I will surely punish 
with a torment such as I have never inflicted on any 
other creature/ 

116. "And when Allah said: c Jesus son of Mary! Did 
you say to mankind: "Take me and my mother for two 
gods other than Allah?"' He said: 'Transcendent are 
You! It was not mine to say that of which I had no 
right. If I said it, then You knew it. You know what is 
in my self, but I know not what is in Your self. It is 
You, only You, Who know well all hidden things. 

117. "T told them only that which You commanded 
me, [saying]: "Worship Allah, my Lord and your 
Lord!" I was a witness over them while I dwelt among 
them, and when You took me, You were the Watcher 
over them. You are Witness over all things. 

118. "'If You punish them, they are Your slaves, and if 
You forgive them, You, only You, are the August, the 



281 Man's successes in this world are transitory, as is he. Only 
Allah the Exalted is real in an absolute sense, the permanent 
Owner of all When we compare the earth, in which our endeavors • 
unfold, to the known universe of 10 billion light-years, it seems 
less significant than a gram of sand in the desert. What, then, is 
real and lasting success for man? It can only lie in seeking the 
pleasure of Allah. For while to materialists this world is all, and 
man's actions in it his only actions, to believers in Allah, the world 
is only of value as a Divinely designated arena of tests and signs, 
which give us the opportunity of acknowledging Him. For as Allah 
says in the Qur'an: "I created men and jinn only that they may wor- 
ship Me." The Companion Ibn Abbas explained this verse by 
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Wise.'" 

119. Allah will then say: "This is a day in which the 
truthful profit from their truthfulness, for theirs are 
Gardens beneath which rivers flow, wherein they will 
dwell perpetually; Allah is well-pleased with them and 
they with Him. That is the great triumph." 

120. To Allah belongs the sovereignty of the heavens 
and the earth and whatever is in them, and He is Able 
to do all things. 281 



saying: "I created men and jinn only that they may know Me." For. 
worship is by knowledge and leads to deeper knowledge, and only 
the one who sincerely worships Allah, according to the sacred law, 
is capable of attaining to knowledge of Him. Allah's overwhelm- 
ing perfection and generosity is manifested by its enfolding and 
raising up of those who are limited, imperfect and ignorant yet 
strive to overcome their lower natures, open their hearts to His 
light and know Him. Indeed, this striving in itself is only a reflec- 
tion of His favor. This is why the believer's best prayer for another 
believer is: "May Allah be well-pleased with you, and may you be 
well-pleased with Him." 
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SORAH 6 

AL-AN C AM 

Reueded at Makkah 

This is a surah of the late Makkan period, although verses 
91-93 and 151-153 were perhaps revealed at Madlnah. The 
name of the surah derives from verse 137, where a theme 
emphasized here, the condemnation of the pagan sacrifice 
of animals, is recalled. More generally, the siirah stresses 
Divine Unity, and so follows on from the subjects of the 
previous surahs. The note of certain triumph is remarkable 
in the circumstances of its revelation, when the Blessed 



282 The first appointed term is the time of death decreed by Allah 
for each human being to pass from this world into the Intermedi- 
ary World. The second term is the Resurrection when all those 
who are in the Intermediary World will pass onto the next stage, 
which is the Day of Judgement. 

2 3 Moses (peace be upon him) wrought numerous perceptible 
miracles, Jesus (peace be upon him) revived the dead, among other 
miracles, but those who did not wish to surrender to the truth still 
rejected them, explaining away these signs as magic. The Prophet 
(may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) cleaved the moon 
when challenged by the idolaters. He was never challenged to pro- 
duce a miracle without producing it. Nevertheless, those who 



Prophet, after' thirteen years of effort, saw himself obliged 
to leave Makkah and seek help from strangers. 

THE CATTLE 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Praise be to Allah, Who has created the heavens and 
the earth, and has appointed darkness and light. Yet , 
those who disbelieve ascribe rivals to "their Lord. 

2. He it is Who has created you from clay and has 
decreed a term for you. A term is fixed with Him, yet 
still you doubt! 282 

3. He is Allah in the heavens and in the earth. He 
knows both what you conceal and what you reveal, 
and He knows what you earn [by your deeds]. 

4. No sign of the signs of Allah ever comes to them 
without their turning away from it. 

5. And they deny the truth when it comes to them. But 
there will come to them the tidings of that which they 
used to deride. 

6. See they not how many a generation We destroyed 
before them, whom We had established in the earth 
more firmly than We have established you, and We 
shed on them abundant showers from the sky, and 
made the rivers flow beneath them. Yet We destroyed 
them for their sins and created after them another 
generation. 

7. Had We sent down to you [Muhammad, a physical] 
writing on parchment, so that they could feel it with 
their hands, those who disbelieve would have said: 
"This is nothing but mere magic." 283 

8. They say: "Why has an angel not been sent down to 
him?" If We sent down an angel, then the matter 
would be judged; no further time would be allowed 
them. 284 

wished to avoid surrendering to the truth explained them away as 
magic. Had Allah sent the Qur'an written down on something 
material they would still have explained it away in a like manner. 
This pattern has repeated itself throughout human history, not 
only with Divine Messengers and Prophets (peace be upon them 
ail), but also with every saintly man or woman through whom 
Allah manifested a supernatural event. The reasoning, up to the 
present day, goes as follows: He cannot be more virtuous than I 
am; he cannot have more knowledge than I have; there is no rea- 
son why Allah should prefer him to me; therefore he must be an 
impostor; therefore this is magic! 
284 An angel is a heavenly being, a manifestation of Allah's 
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9. Had We appointed an angel [as Our Messenger], 
We would have made him [as] a man [that he might 
speak to men]; and [thus] confused them in a matter 
which they have already covered with confusion. 285 

10. Messengers [of Allah] have been mocked before 
you, but that which they ridiculed surrounded those of 
them who mocked. 

n. Say [to the disbelievers]: "Travel in the land, and 
see the consequence for those who reject!" 

12. Say: "To whom belongs what is in the heavens and 
the earth?" Say: "To Allah. He has prescribed for Him- 
self mercy, that He may bring you all together to a Day 
in which there is no doubt. Those who ruin their own 
souls will not believe. 

13. "To Him belongs whatever rests in the night and 
the day. He is the Hearing, the Knowing." 

14. Say: "Shall 1 choose for a protecting friend other 
than Allah, the Maker of the heavens and the earth, 
Who feeds and is not fed?" Say: "I am ordered to be 
the first to surrender [to Him], and be not you of the 
polytheists." 

15. Say: "I fear, if I rebel against my Lord, the torment 
of a Formidable Day. 



glory, invisible to men who live gross material lives. Such men are 
given plenty of respite in which to turn in repentance to Allah and . 
.make themselves worthy of His light, and indeed, in the life of the 
Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him), as well as 
in the Quran, there are numerous examples of angels appearing to 
Prophets and other saintly people. But if, as was the case with the 
people of the Prophet Lot (peace be upon him), and the idolaters at 
the battle of Badr, angels appear to those who deny Allah and His 
Messengers, they bring with them destruction. If a disbeliever's 
mocking prayer to send an angel were granted, it would certainly 
do him no good, for rather than accepting the sign, he would be 
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16. "He from whom [such retribution] is averted on 
that Day, [Allah] has in truth had mercy on him. That 
will be the clear triumph. 

17. "If Allah touches you with affliction, there is none 
that can relieve it save Him, and if He touches you with 
good fortune [there is none that can impair it]; for He 
is Able to do all things. 

18. "He is the Irresistible over His slaves, and He is the 
Wise, the Aware." 



destroyed by the event. 

285 Even if Allah had sent an angel as His Messenger, of necessi- 
ty, it would have appeared in human form so as to be 
comprehensible to humans. Such an exercise would have been 
pointless, and even more confusing to those so confused already 
as to demand an angel when confronted with their Prophet. 
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19. Say: "What thing is most weighty in testimony?" 
Say: "Allah is witness between you and me. And this 
Qur'an has been revealed to me that I may warn you 
with it and whomsoever it may reach. Do you truly 
bear witness that there are other deities beside Allah?" 
Say: "I do not bear witness!" Say: "He is only One God 
and I am innocent of that which you associate [with 
Him]." 286 

20. Those to whom We gave the Book recognize [this 
Revelation] as they recognize their sons. Those who 
ruin their own souls will not believe. 



286 This verse was revealed when the people of Makkah chal- 
lenged the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) 
to produce a witness to his Prophethood. 

287 The word here rendered as "contention" is fitna, a word with 
wide-ranging meaning. The root meaning; to try, to test, to tempt, 
extends to mean trouble, sedition, tumult, and, as is the case here, 
a false and contentious response in a trial. 



21. Who does greater injustice than he who invents a 
lie against Allah and denies His signs? The unjust 
never succeed. 

22. And on the day We gather them all together, We 
shall say to those who assigned partners [to Allah]: 
"Where [now] are those partners that you claimed?" 

23. Then will they have no contention save that they 
will say: "By Allah, our Lord, we never were polythe- 
ists." 287 

24. See how they lie against themselves, and [how] the 
thing which they devised has failed them! 

25. Of them are some who listen to you, but We have 
placed upon their hearts veils, lest they should under- 
stand, and in their ears a deafness. If they saw every 
sign they would not believe in it; to the point that, 
when they come to you to argue with you, the disbe- 
lievers say: "This is nothing other than the legends of 
the ancients." 

26. And they forbid [others] from it and avoid it, and 
they ruin only themselves without knowing. 

27. If you could see when they are set before the Fire 
and say: "Would that we be returned! Then we would 
not deny the signs of our Lord, and would be of the 
believers!" 
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28. No, but that which they used to hide before has 
become clear to them. And if they were sent back, they 
would return to that which they were forbidden. Cer- 
tainly they are liars. 

29. And they say: "There is nothing other than our life 
of the world, and we shall not be raised [again]." 

30. If you could see when they are made to stand 
before their Lord! He will say: "Is this not real?" They 
will say: "Yes, verily, by our Lord!" He will say: "Taste 
now the torment for what you used to disbelieve." 

31. They indeed are losers who deny their meeting 
with Allah until, when the hour comes upon them 
suddenly, they cry: "Alas for us, that we neglected it!" 
They bear upon their backs their burdens. Evil indeed 
is that which they bear! 

32. The life of the world is nothing but a pastime and 
a play. The Hereafter is better for those who fear 
[Allah]. Have you no sense? 

33. We know well how their talk grieves you, though 
in truth they do not belie you, but it is the signs of 
Allah that the unjust belie. 288 

34. Messengers have been denied before you,, and they 
were patient when denied and persecuted till Our aid 



2S8 Abu Jahl, the arch-enemy of Islam, once told the Prophet 
(may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him): "We do not say 
that you are lying. We truly believe that you are honest and trust- 
worthy; it is only that we do not believe in the revelations." The 
Prophet was saddened by these words from Abu Jahl. Then the fol- 
lowing verse was revealed. 

289 It is clear from this verse that it is not within the ability of a 
Prophet to cause miracles. The Prophet asks for a miracle, and, if 
Allah wills, he is granted one. The ability to overturn natural laws 
belongs to the Lawmaker alone, as does the ability to overturn 
hearts. The anguish caused by seeing one's people reject the truth 
and by not being able to prevent their actively and wantonly 
destroying themselves, is almost more than humanly bearable. 
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reached them. There is no changing the words of 
Allah. Already there has reached you [something] of 
the tidings of the Messengers [We sent before]. 
35. And if their turning away is grievous to you, then, 
if you can, seek a way down into the earth or a ladder 
to the sky that you may bring to them a sign [to con- 
vince them all]! If Allah willed, He could have brought 
them all together to the guidance, so do not be among 
the ignorant. 289 



The same extreme empathy and sympathy needed by Prophets in 
delivering the message makes it that much more difficult for them 
to bear watching others consign themselves to the Fire. But this 
human quality is no buttress against the design of Allah. It is His 
will alone that governs the destiny of ail of us according to His 
wisdom, the complete understanding of which is beyond our 
reach. 
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36. Only those who hear can respond. As for the dead, 
Allah will raise them up; then to Him they will be 
returned. 

37. They say: "Why has no sign been sent down upon 
him from his Lord?" Say: "Allah is certainly able to 
send down a sign. But most of them know not" 

38. There is not an animal in the earth, nor a flying 
creature, flying on two wings, but they are nations like 
you. We have neglected nothing in the Book [of Our 
decrees]. Then to their Lord they will be gathered. 290 



39. Those who deny Our signs are deaf and dumb in 
darkness. Allah sends astray whom He will, and 
whom He will He places on a straight path. 

40. Say: "Can you see yourselves, if the torment of 
Allah comes upon you or the Hour comes upon you? 
Will you then call to any other than Allah? [Do so] If 
you are truthful! 

41. "No, to Him you call, and He removes that [about] 
which you call to Him if He wills and you forget what- 
ever partners you ascribe to Him." 

42. We sent [Messengers] already to peoples that were 
before you, and We visited them with suffering and 
adversity, in order that they might grow humble. 

43. If only, when Our disaster came upon them, they 
had been humble! But their hearts were hardened, and 
the Devil made all they used to do seem fair to them. 

44. Then, when they forgot that which they had been 
reminded of, we opened to them the gates of all things 
till, even as they were rejoicing in what they had been 
given. We seized them suddenly, and they were 
plunged into despair. 



AH living creatures live a life, social and individual, as we do, 
and all life is subject to the plan of Allah. In 6:59 we are told that 
not a leaf falls but by His will, and things dry and green are record- 
ed in His Book. In other words, they all obey His plan, the Book 
which is mentioned here. 
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45. So, of the unjust, the last remnant was cut off. And 
praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds! 

46. Say: "Imagine if Allah should take away your hear- 
ing and your sight and seal your hearts; who is the 
God who could restore it to you save Allah? See how 
We display the signs to them? Yet still they turn away." 

47. Say: "Can you see yourselves, if the punishment of 
Allah comes upon you unawares or openly? Will any 
perish save the unjust?" 

48. We send the Messengers only to give good news 
and to warn. So those who believe and do right, no 
fear shall come upon them, neither shall they grieve. 

49. But as for those who deny Our signs, torment will 
afflict them because they used to transgress. 

50. Say: [0 Muhammad, to the disbelievers]: "I say not 
to you [that] I possess the treasures of Allah, nor that I 
have knowledge of the Unseen; and I say not to you: 'I 
am an angel.' I follow only that which is revealed to 
me." Say: "Are the blind man and he who sees equal?" 
Will you not then think? 291 

51. Warn with this those who fear [because they know] 
that they will be gathered to their Lord, for whom 
there is no protecting friend nor intercessor beside 
Him, that they may fear [Him]. 
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52. Send not away those who call upon their Lord at 
morning and evening, seeking only His Face. You are 
not by any means accountable for them, nor are they 
accountable for you, that you should turn them away, 
and thus be of the unjust. 292 



291 The idolaters told the Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's 
blessings and peace be upon him): "If you are truly a Messenger of 
Allah, then tell your Lord to shower us with His blessings so that 
we can believe in you; otherwise we will not.'" Then the above verse 
was revealed. For the mission of a Prophet is not to make men rich 
with worldly goods, but to convey the message of his Lord to 
them. , ■. ' 

292 Some of the rich and influential people of.Quraysh thought it 
beneath their dignity to listen to the Prophet's (may Allah's bless- 
ings and peace be upon him) teaching in the company of the poor 
believers who were gathered around him. Because of this, the 
Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) consid- 
ered dispersing his Companions to make way for the leaders of 
Quraysh, in the hope that they would accept Islam and lead the 
whole tribe to its acceptance, thereby averting confrontation. The 
Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) was sent 
by Allah as a u Mercy to the Worlds," and his greatest concern in 



this instance was for those who were in the greatest danger, the 
disbelievers. As for those who were already Muslim, and of his 
close Companions, there was no fear for them. Their faith was 
strong and so was their love and attachment to the Prophet. Had 
he asked them to make way for the leaders of the idolaters, they 
would have instantly obeyed and not been harmed. However, in all 
of this, Allah wished to make it known clearly that the least among 
those poor believers was worth more in His sight than the wealthi- 
est and most powerful of disbelievers. The Prophet's Companions 
(may Allah be pleased with them all), are those described in the 
verse as invoking their Lord morning and evening, wishing for 
nothing but His Face; not wishing for any worldly gain, or even 
Paradise, but only their Lord Himself And this is the hallmark of 
the Lovers of Allah, those immersed in their yearning for Him, 
whom He loves, whom He draws ever nearer to Him, and whom 
He jealously protects. 
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53. And even so do We try some of them by others, 
that they say: "Are these they whom Allah favors 
among us?" Is not Allah best Aware of those who are 
grateful? 

54. And when those who believe in Our signs come to 
you, say: "Peace be upon you!" Your Lord has pre- 
scribed for Himself mercy, that whoever of you does 
evil and repents afterward and does right, [for him] 
assuredly Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 



55. Thus do We expound the signs that the way of the 
unrighteous may be manifest. 

56. Say: "I am forbidden to worship those whom you 
call upon instead of Allah!" Say: "I will not follow your 
passions, for then I would go astray and would not be 
of the rightly-guided." 

57. Say: "I am [relying] on clear proof from my Lord, 
while you deny Him, I do not have that for which you 
are impatient . [the punishment you mockingly chal- 
lenge me to produce]. The decision is for Allah only. 
He tells the truth and He is the best of those who 
decide." 

58. Say: "If I had that for which you are impatient, the 
matter would be settled at once between you and me. 
But Allah knows best those who are the unjust." 

59. And with Him are the keys of the unseen. None 
but He knows them. And He knows what is in the land 
and the sea. Not a leaf falls but with his knowledge, 
not a grain amid the darkness of the earth, nothing 
wet or dry but [it is noted] 'in a clear record. 293 



293 Every movement and stillness in the vast expanses of the uni- 
verse is fully know to Him, and has been since before its creation, 
for He is the All-Knowing, Who created everything from His 
knowledge. Is His attention to man, His vicegerent on earth, any 
less than to a leaf? 
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60. He it is who- takes [your souls] at night and knows 
that which you commit by day. Then He raises you 
again to life in it [the day] that the term appointed [for 
you] may be accomplished. And afterward to Him is 
your return. Then He will inform you of what you did. 

61. He is the. Irresistible over His slaves. He sends 
guardians over you until, when death comes to one of 
you, Our messengers [angels specially assigned] 
receive him, and they neglect not. 

62. Then [mankind] is returned to Allah, their True 
Lord. His is the judgement, and He is the swiftest of 
reckoners. 

63. Say: "Who. delivers you from the darkness of the 
land and the sea? You call upon Him humbly and in 
secret, [saying]: Tf we are delivered from this we will 
truly be of the thankful.'". 

64. Say: "It is Allah who delivers you from this and 
from all other afflictions. Yet you attribute partners to 
Him." 

65. Say: "He is Able to send torment upon you from 
above you or from beneath your feet, or to bewilder 
you with dissension and make you taste the violence 
one of another. See how We display the signs so that 
they may understand. 294 
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66. Your people [0 Muhammad] have denied it [the 
message], though it is the truth. Say: "I am not put in 
charge of you." 295 

67. For every tiding there is a term, and you will come 
to know. 

68. And when you see those who meddle with Our 
signs, withdraw from them until they meddle with 
another topic. And if the Devil causes you to forget, sit 
not, after remembering, in the company of the 

unjust. 296 



294 It is only by the grace of Allah that the immediate punish- 
ment is withheld from you. In the past, cities with crimes like 
yours were destroyed. 

2 95 The function of a Prophet is only to bring the reminder to his 
people, not to force. them to accept it. Some Prophets will stand on 
Resurrection Day'all alone, without followers, since none of their 
people accepted their message.. Others will have no more than one 
or two believers with them. The most numerous to accompany 
their Prophet will be the followers of Muhammad (may Allah's 
blessings and peace be upon him), who' he said would constitute 
more than half of the people of Paradise. 



296 During the Makkan period, the believers were not allowed to 
fight; the idolaters took advantage of this situation by mocking 
both them and the revelations that were being revealed by Allah. 
Because of this, Allah commanded the Prophet (may Allah's bless- 
ings and peace be upon him) to leave their company. Although 
this revelation was directed specifically to the Prophet (may Allah's 
blessings and peace be upon him), its application, as. shown by the 
next verse, extends to all Muslims who find themselves in the com- 
pany of blasphemy and evil, and yet have no power to prevent it. 
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69. Those who fear [Allah] are not accountable for 
them at all, but it is [their duty] to remind them that 
they may perhaps fear [Allah]. 

70. And forsake those who take their religion for a 
pastime and an amusement, and whom the life of the 
world deceives. Remind [mankind] with this, lest a 
soul be destroyed by what it earns. It has beside Allah 
no friend nor intercessor, and though it offer every 
compensation, it will not be accepted from it Those 
are they who perish by what they have acquired. Theirs 



297 This verse clearly describes the inner turmoil of a soul which 
has accepted the One True God as Lord and then falls back into 
the worship of many gods. Confused and bewildered, his heart in 
ruin, the devils take hold of him and drag him further and further 
into tue wilderness. And yet the voices of the Prophets (peace be 
upon them ail) and saints still reach him, calling him back to the 
true and only guidance. Only one who can summon the willpower 
to right off his devils and respond to the call, can return to the wav 
of the Prophets (peace be upon them all) and ultimatelv rain the 
peace and security he has lost. In this age, fighting off the devils 
arrayed against the truth would be easier, were it not for the advan- 



will be a beverage of boiling water and a painful tor- 
ment, because they disbelieved. 

71. Say: "Shall we call on others beside Allah— to that 
which neither profits nor harms us — and shall we turn 
back on our heels after Allah has guided us, like one 
whom the devils have infatuated in the earth, bewil- 
dered; his companions call him to the guidance 
[saying]: 'Come to us!"' Say: "Surely, the guidance of 
Allah is guidance, and we are ordered to surrender to 
the Lord of the Worlds. 297 

72. "To establish the ritual prayer and to fear Allah." 
And He it is to Whom you will be gathered. 

73. He it is who created the heavens and the earth in 
truth. On the day when He says: "Be!" it is. His word is 
the truth, and His is the sovereignty on the day when 
the trumpet is blown. Knower of the Unseen and the 
Seen. He is the Wise, the Aware. 298 



tage they hold in people's no longer accepting their existence. If 
the Devil and his minions are only a myth, you need not protect 
yourself. One who has no notion of this unseen reality is therefore 
laid helplessly open to all of the devils' whisperings and insinua- 
tions. 

298 The trumpet mentioned here is a body of light, which resem- 
bles a horn, and is blown by the archangel Seraphiel (peace be 
upon him) to signal the end of the world. He will blow it twice. 
The first time, ail the living creatures in the earth will die, and only 
the One, the Eternal, shall abide. Then he will blow it again, and 
they will return to life, and await the Judgement. 
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74. [Remember] when Abraham said to his father, 
Azar: "Do you take idols for gods? Surely, I see you 
and your people in manifest error." 2 " 

75. Thus did We show Abraham the kingdom of the 
heavens and the earth that he might be of those pos- 
sessing certainty. 300 

76. When the night grew dark upon him he saw a star. 
He said: "This is my Lord!" But when it set, he said: "I 
love not things that set." 

77. And when he saw the moon rising in splendor, he 
said: "This is my Lord!" But when it set, he said: 
"Unless my Lord guide me, I shall surely become one 
of the people who are astray." 

78. And when he saw the sun rising in splendor, he 
cried: "This is my Lord! This is greater!" and when it 
set he exclaimed: "0 my people! I am free from all that 
you associate [with Allah]. 

79. "I have turned my face toward Him who created 
the heavens and the earth, as one by nature upright, 
and I am not of the polytheists." 301 

80. His people argued with him. He said: u Do you dis- 
pute with me concerning Allah, when He has guided 
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me? I fear not at all that which you set up beside Him 
unless my Lord wills. My Lord includes all things in 
His knowledge. Will you not then remember? 

81. "How should I fear that which you set up beside 
Him, when you fear not the setting up of partners with 
Allah, for which He has revealed to you no warrant? 
Which of these two factions has more right to safety, if 
you have knowledge? 



299 Abraham (peace be upon him) was sent to the ancient 
Chaldeans, who lived in what is present-day northern Iraq. When 
Abraham (peace be upon him) saw Azar and his people worship- 
ping idols, he condemned them and tried to show them that 
immobile statues made by human hands could neither be nor rep- 
resent divinity. Abraham's real father was Terah, Azar being his 
paternal uncle. As explained in footnote 183, the Semites are given 
to calling their uncles father. Terah was a believer, for no disbe- 
liever could ever father a Prophet, the light of the latter and the 
darkness of the former being incompatible. 

300 As one of the five greatest Prophets (peace be upon them all), 
Abraham (peace be upon him) was in full possession of all the 
degrees of certainty from birth. The word malakut, here translated 



as "kingdom," means the realities behind the outward creation. 
Allah opened for Abraham (peace be upon him) the spiritual reali- 
ties which underlie all the magnificent powers and laws of the 
physical universe. 

301 The word KanTf, here translated as "one by nature upright", 
denotes someone who recognizes only one God, even if he has not 
been taught or received a religion from Him. In these verses, Abra- 
ham (peace be upon him) is not searching for Allah, but 
rhetorically demonstrating the absurdity of worshipping heavenly 
bodies to his people. His demonstration also serves to show the 
inadequacy of using heavenly bodies as symbols of the Infinite, 
even if not actually worshipping them. 
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82. "Those who believe and obscure not their belief by 
wrongdoing, theirs is safety; and they are rightly guid- 
ed." 

83. That is Our argument. We gave it to Abraham 
against his people. We raise to degrees of wisdom 
whom We will. Verily your Lord is Wise, Knowing. 302 

84. And We bestowed upon him Isaac and Jacob, each 
of them We guided; and Noah We guided before; and 
of his seed [We guided] David, Solomon, Job, 



Joseph, Moses, and Aaron. Thus do We reward those 
who behave with excellence. 

85. And Zechariah, John, Jesus, and Elias. Each one 
was of the virtuous. 

86. And Ishmael, Elisha, Jonah, and Lot. Each one of 
them We preferred above all creatures. 

87. With some of their forefathers and their offspring 
and brethren; and We chose them and guided them to 
a straight path. 3 . 03 

88. Such is the guidance of Allah with which He 
guides whom He will of His servants. But if they had 
associated anything with Him, [everything] they did 
would have been vain. 

89. They are the ones to whom We gave the Book, the 
authority, and Prophethood. But if these [Makkan 
idolaters] disbelieve therein, We have entrusted them 
[the Book, authority, and Prophethood] to a people 
who will not disbelieve therein [the Emigrants and the 
Helpers of Madlnah]. 

90. They are the ones whom Allah guides, so follow 
their guidance. Say [0 Muhammad]: "I ask of you no 
wage for it. Tt is nothing. but. a Reminder to the 
worlds." 304 ■ 



3° 2 Hujjah, here translated as "argument", could also be ren- 
dered as wisdom, knowledge, dignity, and the ability to see and 
compare. 

3°3 Some Prophets received only revelation. Others received 
political authority as well. Each of them was chosen and accorded 
Divine gifts which made him unique and each was given prefer- 
ence over all sentient creatures of his time, except another, higher 
ranking Prophet alive at the same time. It should also be noted 
that the word "chosen" when used in relation to a Prophet, or 
indeed in relation to anything or anyone Allah "chooses" has a dif- 
ferent meaning than in normal usage, for we are here dealing with 
Allah, Whose absolute and eternal knowledge of creation predates 



His bringing of it into existence. His "choosing" of the Prophets 
(peace be upon them all) is, therefore, in His eternal knowledge 
before manifesting those whom He has. "chosen" and willing for 
them the necessary perfections' so they may accomplish the tasks 
He has "chosen" them for. 

3° 4 Thus the mission of the Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's 
blessings and peace be upon him) is set in context; Islam is not a 
departure from Allah's earlier messages to mankind, and the 
Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) has simply 
been sent to remind humanity of what all the earlier Prophets 
(peace be upon them, all) taught. ' 
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91. And they measure not [the power of] Allah with 
true measure when they say: "Allah has sent down 
nothing to a human being." Say [to the Jews who say 
this]: "Who sent down the Book which Moses 
brought, a light and guidance for mankind, which you 
have put on parchments which you show, but of which 
you hide much, and by which you were taught that 
which you knew not yourselves nor did your fathers?" 
Say: "Allah." Then leave them to their [purposeless] 
talk, playing games! 

92. And this is a blessed Book which We have sent 
down, confirming that which [was revealed] before it, 
that you may warn the Mother of Cities [Makkah] and 
those around her. Those who believe in the Hereafter 
believe in it, and they are careful of their ritual 
prayers. 305 

93. Who is more unjust than he who forges a lie 
against Allah, or says: "It is revealed to me," when 
nothing is revealed to him; and who says: "I will send 
down the like of that which Allah has. sent down?" If 
you could see, when the unjust reach the pangs of 
death and the angels stretch their hands out, saying: 
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"Deliver up your souls!" This day you are awarded the 
degrading torment for having spoken concerning 
Allah other than the truth, and having scorned His 



signs 



306 



94. "Now have you come to Us alone as We first creat- 
ed you, and you have left behind you all that We 
bestowed upon you; and We behold not with you your 
intercessors whom you claimed possessed a share in 
you. Now is the bond between you severed, and that 
which you imagined has failed you." 



305 One of the names of Makkah is "the Mother of Cities" 
because at the time of revelation it was the most important city in 
Arabia, as well as the site of the first house of worship for 
mankind. With the advent of Islam, Makkah's stature and impor- 
tance only grew, by the Prophet's message radiating from it and 
spiritually feeding all other cities in the area. Its importance con- 
tinues to grow throughout the world with the growth of Islam. 



306 It is said that this verse was revealed in condemnation of 
false prophets like Musaylimah the Liar and al-Aswad al-Ansi, 
who, seeing the Prophet's success (may Allah's blessings and 
peace be upon him), falsely claimed that they too were Prophets. 
Both came to evil ends. 
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95. Allah it is who splits the grain and the date-stone. 
He brings forth the living from the dead, and He 
brings forth the dead from the living. Such is Allah. 
Why then do you swerve into falsehood? 

96. He is the Cleaver of the daybreak, and He has 
appointed the night for stillness, and the sun and the 
moon for reckoning. That is the measuring of the 
August, the Knowing. 

97. And He it is Who has set for you the stars, that you 
may guide your course by them amid the darkness of 



the land and the sea. We have detailed Our signs for a 
people who have knowledge. 

98. And He it is Who has produced you from a single 
soul, and [has given you] a habitation and a reposito- 
ry. We have detailed the signs for a people who have 
understanding. 307 

99. He it is Who sends down water from the sky, and 
with it We bring forth vegetation of every kind. We 
bring forth the green blade from which We bring forth 
the thick-clustered grain; and from the date-palm, 
from the pollen thereof, spring pendant bunches; and 
[We bring forth] gardens of grapes, and the olive and 
the pomegranate, alike and unlike. Look upon their 
fruit, when they bear it, and upon its ripening. Surely, 
in this are signs for people who believe. 

100. Yet they ascribe as partners to Him the jinn, 
although He created them, and falsely impute without 
knowledge sons and daughters to Him. Transcendent 
is He, and high exalted above what they attribute to 
Him! 

101. The Originator of the heavens and the earth! How 
can He have a child, when there is for Him no consort, 
when He created all things and has knowledge of all 
things? 



307 The word "habitation" here means either a place to dwell on 
the earth, or the seed of the father. And "repository" refers either 
to the grave, or the womb of the mother. 
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102. Such is Allah, your Lord. There is no god save 
Him, the Creator of all things, so worship Him. And 
He is Guardian over all things. 

103. Vision comprehends Him not, but He compre- 
hends all vision. He is the Subtle, 308 the Aware. 300 

104. Visible proofs have come to you from your Lord, 
so whoever sees, it is for his own good, and whoever is 
blind, it is to his own detriment. And I am not a keep- 
er over you. 310 

105. Thus do We deploy Our signs, that they may say 
[to you, O Muhammad]: "You have studied [this with 
someone]," and that We may make [Our signs] clear 
for people who have knowledge. 

106. Follow that which is revealed to you from your 
Lord; there is no god save Him; and turn away from 
the polytheists. 

107. Had Allah willed, they would not have been poly- 
theists. We have not set you as a keeper over them, nor 
are you responsible for them. 
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seem fair. Then to their Lord is their return, and He 
will tell them what they did. 311 

109. And they swear a solemn oath by Allah that if 
there comes to them a sign they will believe in it. Say: 
"Signs are with Allah." And [so is] that which tells you 
that if such [signs] came to them they would not 
believe. 



108. Revile not those to whom they pray besides Allah, no. We confound their hearts and their eyes. Because 
lest they wrongfully revile Allah through ignorance, they believed not in it the first time, We let them wan- 
Thus to every nation have We made their conduct der blindly on in their excesses. 



308 Al-Latif (the Subtle) is He Who is Subtle, the Gentle, Who 
knows what His creatures need and conveys it to them with gentle- 
ness. He knows what they suffer and lightens their sufferings with 
His mercy. 

309 Human faculties of sense-perception cannot perceive He 
who by definition transcends them. But in the next life, we are 
promised that those who had purified their souls in this world will 
experience a vision of Him, this being the supreme delight granted 
to the dwellers of the celestial Garden. 

310 This verse refers not only to the many miracles of the Prophet 
(may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him), but also to some- 



thing more subtle and no" less miraculous in all of us. Just as Allah 
has given human beings physical eyes to see physical things, He 
has also given us "the eye of the heart," a faculty of intuition and 
spiritual realization which enables one to recognize Him in a way 
which is direct and leaves no room for doubt. 

311 This verse lays it down as a principle of dialogue that Mus- 
lims should not insult the objects of devotion venerated by others. 
The case of idols is here the example. When explaining the falla- 
cies of another's belief, one must not descend into abuse, for this 
will have no effect, may repel the listener, and even cause him to 
curse Allah, to Whom he is being called. 
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in. And if We sent down the angels to them, the dead 
spoke to them, and We gathered everything against 
them in array, they would not believe, unless Allah so 
willed. But most of them are ignorant. 312 

ii2. Thus have We appointed to every Prophet an 
adversary: devils of humankind and jinn who inspire 
in one another with flowery discourses by way of 
deception. If your Lord willed, they would not do so; 
so leave them alone with their falsehoods. 



113. That the hearts of those who do not believe in the 
Hereafter may incline toward them, that they may be 
satisfied with it, and that they may commit what they 
are committing. 

114. Shall I seek other than Allah for a judge, when He 
it is who has sent down to you [this] Book, fully 
detailed? Those to whom We gave the Book [previous- 
ly] know that it is sent down from your Lord in truth. 
So be not of those who waver! 313 

115. The Word of your Lord has been completed in 
truth and justice. There is nothing that can change His 
words. He is the Hearing, the Knowing. 

116. Were you to obey most of those on earth they 
would mislead you far from Allah's way. They follow 
only opinion, and they do but guess. 

117. Surely your Lord knows best who strays from His 
way, and He knows best the rightly-guided. 

118. Eat of that over which the name of Allah has been 
mentioned if you are believers in His signs. 



312 Those who go astray not because of an insufficiency of 
proofs but because of their obstinacy are the most misled and 
satanically inspired of all those who reject the reminder. They are 
ignorant because they have lost their objectivity and allowed emo- 
tions such as arrogance, envy, and hatred to blind them to the 
signs of the truth. This is also the reason why they exceed the 
bounds of reason and common sense and do no more than blindly 
turn about m sterile circles as stated in the previous verse. 



313 One who thinks clearly seeks no other standard of judgement 
but the Divine will as expounded in the Qur'an. Withhthis there can- 
be no failure since the Book explains His will in a detailed fashion, 
understandable to every kind of mentality and intelligence. 
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119. And why do you not eat that [meat] over which 
the name of Allah has been mentioned, when He has 
explained to you that which is forbidden to you— 
unless you are compelled by necessity. But many 
mislead [others] by their own desires without knowl- 
edge. Your Lord knows best those who transgress. 

120. Forsake all sin, open or secret. Those who earn 
sin will be awarded that which they have committed. 

121. And eat not [meat] over which Allah's name has 
not been mentioned; that would be a corruption. The 
devils inspire their friends to dispute with you. But if 
you obey them, you will be in truth polytheists. 314 

122. Is he who was dead and We raised him to life, and 
set for him a light by which he walks among men, the 
same as one in darkness from which he will not come 
out? Thus is their conduct made fair-seeming for the 
disbelievers. 

123. And thus have We made in every city leaders for 
their criminals, that they should plot therein. They do 
but plot against themselves, though they perceive it 
not.* 15 



w Animals not slaughtered in the name of Allah are not legiti- 
mate food, because only He can permit one of His creatures to take 
the life of another. Only He can prescribe how it should be done. 
The meat of animals slaughtered in any other way is forbidden to 
Muslims. Because of the close interaction of the outward and 
inward dimensions, forbidden food, if eaten, causes darkness and 
hardening of the heart, the center of the soul. In this verse those 
who eat meat slaughtered without Allah's name mentioned over it 
are very harshly described as mushrikun (polytheists, idolaters). The 
reason for this is because they have followed argumentation and 
opinion contrary to Allah's express orders. This, in effect, confers 
authority to created beings and their arguments over Allah and His 
commands: setting them up as gods above Him. Wonderful but 
self-serving arguments will never be in short supply, because it is 
the job of me devils to whisper them into the hearts of men. But.^ 
as Allah says in verses 116 and 117: "Were you to obey most of 
those on earth they would mislead you far from Allah's way. They 
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124. And when a sign comes to them, they say- "We 
will not believe until we are given that which Allah's 
Messengers are given. Allah knows best with whom to 
place His message. Humiliation from Allah and severe 
punishment will afflict the criminals for their plot. 



follow only opinion, and they do but guess. Surely your Lord, He 
knows best who strays from His way, and He knows best the right- 
ly-guided." It is always best to examine one's heart and take the 
path of taqwa (fear of Allah) over one's intellectual opinion, 
because, as Allah says in verse 120: "Forsake all sin, open or 
secret. Those who earn sin will be awarded that which they have 
committed." It is probably not out of place to mention here that 
the overwhelming consensus opinion of the juqaha' (qualified 
judges) of every school of jurisprudence has always been that 
incorrectly slaughtered meat cannot be eaten. It is only in very 
recent times that some Muslims have begun to claim the opposite, 
basing their claims on minority opinions, which is methodologi- 
cally unsound in judging Islamic Law. 

^5 The greatest crime is disbelief in Allah. When the Qur'an 
speaks of mujrimfn (criminals) it refers to those people who oppose 
Allah and His envoys, not those who commit petty crimes. 
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125. He whom Allah wills to guide, He expands his 
breast to Islam, while whom He wills to leave astray, 
He makes his breast tight and narrow as if he were 
ascending to the skies; thus Allah lays degradation 
upon those who believe not. 316 

126. This is the path of your Lord, a straight path. We 
have detailed Our signs for a people who take heed. 

127. For them is the home of peace with their Lord. He 
will be their Protector because of what they used to do. 



128. In the day when He will gather them together [He 
will say]: "0 you assembly of jinn! You seduced much 
of mankind," and their adherents among men will say: 
"Our Lord! We enjoyed [benefit from] one another, 
but now we have arrived at the appointed term You 
appointed for us." He will say: "The Fire is your home, 
to dwell therein perpetually, except for whom Allah 
wills [to deliver]." For your Lord is Wise, Knowing. 

129. Thus We let some of the unjust have power over 
others because of what they used to earn. 

130. assembly of the jinn and mankind! Did there 
not come to you Messengers of your own who 
recounted to you My signs and warned you of the 
meeting of this your Day? They will say: "We testify 
against ourselves." And the life of the world deceived 
them. And they will testify against themselves that 
they were disbelievers. 

131. This is because your Lord destroys not the cities 
for their injustice while their occupants are unwarned. 



31 Tl T in g to live without spiritual guidance is like trying to live 
without oxygen. This fourteen hundred year-old metaphor of 
ascending to the skies is interesting when compared to high alti- 
tude aviation. Above 20,000 meters man cannot breath without 
special equipment. 
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132. For all [of them] there will be ranks from what 
they did. Your Lord is not unaware of what they do. 

133. Your Lord is the Rich, the Lord of Mercy. If He 
wills, He can remove you and cause what He wills to 
follow after you, even as He raised you from the seed 
of other people. 

134. That which you are promised will surely come, 
and you cannot escape. 

135. Say [0 Muhammad] : "0 my people! Work accord- 
ing to your power, for I too am working. Then will you 
come to know for which of us will be the [happy] out- 
come. The unjust will not succeed." 

136. And they assigned to Allah, from the crops and 
cattle which He created, a portion, and, in their pre- 



317 In the Time of Ignorance, the pagan Arabs used to divide 
their harvest between their animals and their idols. They would say 
"This is the share of the animals; this is the share of the idols." 
The shares assigned to the "partners" went to the priests and other 
servants of the "partners" who were many. The share assigned to 
Allah possibly went to the poor, but more probably went to the 
priests who had the cult of the "partners," for the Supreme God 
had no priests of his own. It is also said that when heaps were thus 
laid out, if any portion of Allah's heap fell into the heaps of the 
"partners," the priests greedily and promptly appropriated it, 
while in the contrary case the "partners" priests were careful to 
reclaim any portion from what they called "Allah's heap." 
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tense they say: "This is Allah's, and this is for the part- 
ners we gave Him." So that which [they assign] to His 
partners does not reach Allah, and that which [they 
assign] to Allah goes to their partners. Evil is their rul- 
ing.^ 

137. Thus have their partners made the killing of their 
children seem fair to many of the idolaters, that they 
may ruin them and make their faith obscure for them. 
Had Allah willed, they would not have done so. So 
leave them alone with their maneuvers. 318 



3 l8 Some of the idols were inhabited by demons, jinn who some- 
times answered questions and gave their priests information to 
help them fool the idolaters. 
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138. And they say, in their pretense: "Such cattle and 
crops are forbidden. None is to eat of them except 
whom we will." Catde whose backs are forbidden, 319 
cattle [slaughtered,] over which they mention not the 
name of Allah— [all] a lie against Him. He will repay 
them for that which they invent. 

139. And they say: "That which is in the bellies of such 
cattle is reserved for our males and is forbidden to our 
wives;" but if it is born dead, then they [all] may par- 
take of it. He will repay them for attributing [such 
commands] to Him. For He is Wise, Knowing. 

319 Camels which could not be used for riding or carrying. 

320 The re f erencc i s t0 the burial alive of female children deemed 
superfluous and the practice of human sacrifice to idols. 

32J The zakat due in crops is payable whenever the crops are har- 
vested. 



140. They are losers who have foolishly slain their chil- 
dren without knowledge, and forbidden that which 
Allah bestowed upon them, inventing a lie against 
Allah. They indeed have gone astray, and are not guid- 
ed. 320 

141. He it is who produces gardens trellised and 
untrellised, and the date-palm, and crops of diverse 
flavors, and the olive and the pomegranate, like and 
unlike. Eat of their fruit when they are in season, and 

pay their due upon the harvest day, and waste not in 
excess, for Allah loves not those who waste. 321 

142. And of the cattle [He produces] some for burden, 
some for food. Eat of that which Allah has bestowed 
upon you, and follow not the footsteps of the Devil, 
for he is an open enemy to you. .• , 
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143. [Take for example] Eight pairs. [First] Of the 
sheep a pair, and of the goats a pair. Say: "Has He for- 
bidden the two males or the two females, or that 
which the wombs of the two females contain? Inform 
me with knowledge, if you are truthful." 

144. And of the camels a pair and of the oxen a pair. 
Say: "Has He forbidden the two males or the two 
females, or that which the wombs of the two females 
contain; or were you there to witness when Allah com- 
manded you [all] this?" Then who is more unjust than 
he who devises a lie concerning Allah, that he may 
lead mankind astray without knowledge. Allah guides 
not the unjust. 

145. Say: "I find not in that which is revealed to me 
anything prohibited to an eater that he eat from it, 



322 Cf. Leviticus, vii.23: "ye shall eat no manner of fat, of ox, or 
of sheep, or of goat." As regards the exceptions, priests were 
enjoined (Leviticus, vii.3, 6) to eat of the fat in the trespass offer- 
ing, which was considered holy, that is, u the rump" and "the fat 
that covereth the innards." 



•wv ywx sscs <"£± -2SN ^ ^^ ^ 4£> <£SS 4S> ^SSS 4& -2^ >>v shk ahk »vx ^jnx 
j <&s &S -&S w> wy ^/ "" w ^ xvy "^ vvy "*" "" vvy vw vS> vSy w vSfr.y 






$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

® 

® 

$ 
$ 
$ 

$ 

'V'ivcv x*.v /A\ svc*. ys*v /A\ >5*V >^v XAvV 






,>> > <> 






■^£ t ■££> -2^ -££>■ -2^> ^SS" - ^^ <£S> '*^ ***^ *+*> • '**>■ **^- s*^ '"**■ »w^ >"-^v >Ww xav 
vw vyy w/ w/ w/ \v/ w/ 1 \v/ \yy v^ \v/ ^5g^ vg^ v5y ■^or yg> ^- -^^ ■$& 



>^-V »VV MV /"-A.V /A\ /A\ yj«WV >Ww JVX&/ 



except it be carrion, or blood poured forth, or swine- 
flesh, for that assuredly is foul; or the corruption 
which was slaughtered in the name of other than 
Allah. But whoso is compelled, neither craving nor 
transgressing, [for him] surely your Lord is Forgiving, 
Compassionate." 

146. To the Jews We forbade every animal with claws. 
And of the oxen and the sheep We forbade them their 
fat save that which is upon the backs or the entrails, or 
that which is mingled with bone. We awarded them 
that for their rebellion. And We speak truly. 322 
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147. So if they give the lie to you [0 Muhammad] say: 
"Your Lord is a Lord of vast mercy, and His wrath will 
never be withdrawn from the guilty." 

148. Those who ascribe partners [to Allah] will say: "If 
Allah had wished, We would not have ascribed part- 
ners to Him, nor would our fathers, nor would we 
have forbidden anything." Thus did those who came 
before them argue falsely, until they tasted of Our 
wrath. Say: "Have you any [certain] knowledge that 
you can produce before us? You follow nothing but 
conjecture. You do nothing but guess." 



149. Say: "Allah's is the final argument Had He willed 
He could have guided all of you." 

150. Say: "Come bring your witnesses who can bear 
witness that Allah forbade [all] this. And if they do 
bear witness, do not bear witness with them. Do not 
follow the whims of those who deny Our signs, and of 
those who do not believe in the Hereafter, and deem 
[others] equal with their Lord." 

151. Say: "Come, I will recite to you that which your 
Lord has made a sacred duty for you: that you ascribe 
nothing as partner to Him and that you do good to 
parents, and that you slay not your children on a plea 
of want — We provide for you and for them — and that 
you draw not near to shameful things whether open or 
concealed. And that you slay not the life which Allah 
has made sacred, except in the course of justice. This 
He enjoins upon you, that you may understand. 



149 



AL-AN'AM'6 



&m 



152. "And approach not the wealth of the orphan save 
with benevolence, until he reaches maturity. Give full 
measure and full weight, in justice. We burden not any 
soul beyond its scope. And if you give your word, do 
justice, even though it be [against] a kinsman; and ful- 
fil the pact of Allah. This He commands you that you 
may perhaps remember." 

153. This is My straight path, so follow it; and follow 
not other ways, lest you be parted from His way. This 
has He enjoined upon you, that you may fear Him. 

154. Again, We gave the Book to Moses, complete for 
him who would do good, an explanation of all things, 
a guidance and a mercy, that they might believe in the 
meeting with their Lord. 

155. And this is a blessed Book which We have sent 
down. So follow it and fear Allah, that you may find 
mercy. 

156. Lest you [idolaters] should say: "The Book was 
sent down only to two peoples [the Jews and the 
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Christians] before us, and we were unaware of what 
they read." 

157. Or lest you should say: "If the Book had been 
revealed to us, we surely would have been better guid- 
ed than they." Now has there come to you a clear 
proof from your Lord, a guidance and a mercy; and 
who does greater injustice than he who denies the 
signs of Allah, and turns away from them? We award 
to those who turn away from Our signs an evil torment 
because of their aversion. 
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158. Do they wait for nothing less than that the angels 
should come to them, or your Lord should come, or 
there should come some of the signs from your Lord? 
On the day when some of the signs come from your 
Lord, belief in them will do no good to one who previ- 
ously believed not and did not, with belief, earn good. 
Say: "Wait! For we [too] are waiting." 323 

159. As for those who divide their religion and become 
divided into different sects, no concern at all have you 
with them. Their case is with Allah, Who will inform 
them of what they did. 324 



160. Whoever brings- a good deed will receive tenfold 
the like of it, and whoever brings an evil deed will be 
awarded only the like of it; and they will not be 
wronged. 

161. Say: "As for me, my Lord has guided me to a 
straight path, a right religion, the community of Abra- 
ham the upright, who was not of the polytheists." 

162. Say: "Truly, my prayer and my rites and my living 
and my dying are for Allah, Lord of the Worlds. 325 

163. "[He] Who has no partner. Thus was I command- 
ed, and I am first of those who surrender [to Him]." 

164. Say: "Shall I seek another than Allah for Lord, 
when He is Lord of all things? Each soul earns only on 
its own account, nor does any laden [soul] bear anoth- 
er's load. Then to your Lord is your return, and He will 
inform you of that about which you differed." 

165. He it is who has placed you as vicegerents of the 
earth and has exalted some of you in rank above oth- 
ers, that He may try you by that which He has given 
you. Your Lord is swift in punishment, and He is For- 
giving, Compassionate. 



323 The appearance of the signs of the end of the world would 
certainly prove Islam to them, but by then it would be too late. 

324 There are many ways in which people divide their religion. 
For example: (1) they make a distinction between one part of it and 
another, taking that which suits them and rejecting the rest; (2) 
they "practice" religion only one day of the week, or certain times 
a year, plunging into the world without restraint at other times; (3) 
they "keep religion in its right place" — as if it does not lay claim to 
all of life— thereby making a distinction between the "secular," 
belonging to them and not to God, and the "religious," belonging 
to God and not to them; (4} They indulge in sectarian bias, seeking 



and inflaming differences of view in order to destroy Islam's unity. 
325 The word nusuk(rite) may be used for the rite of sacrificing 
an animal to feed to the poor, or, as here, in the more general 
sense of worship. 
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SURAH. 7 

A1-A C RAF . 

Reuealed at Makkah 

This surah takes its name from a word occurring in verse 46: 
"And on the heights are men who know them all by their 
marks." Al-A c rqf was revealed in the later period of Makkah, 
though some, consider verses 163-167 to have been revealed 
at Madlnah. The subject is the opponents of Allah's will and 
purpose, from Satan onward, through the history of Divine 
guidance. 

THE HEIGHTS. 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Alif. Ldm. Mim. Sdd. . 

2. A Book that is sent down to you [0 Muhammad]— 
so let there be no heaviness in your heart from it— that 
you may warn thereby, and a reminder to believers. 

3. [It tells them] Follow that which is sent down to you 
from your Lord, and follow no protecting friends other 
than Him. Little do you remember. 

4. How many a township have We destroyed! Our 
might came upon them by night, or while they were 
resting at midday. •■■■■ 

5. No plea had "they, when our might came upon them, 
except that they said: "We were indeed unjust!" 

6. Then We shall question those to whom [Our mes- 
sage] was. sent, and We shall question the 
Messengers. 326 

7. Then We shall narrate to them [the matter] with 
knowledge, for surely We were not absent [when it 
came to pass]. 

8. The weighing on that day is the true [weighing]. As 
for those whose scale is heavy, they are the successful. 
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9. And as for those whose scale is light: those are they 
who lose their souls because of their unjust rejection 
of Our signs. 

10. And We have given you [mankind] mastery over 
the earth and appointed for you therein a livelihood. 
Little thanks do you give! 

11. And We created you, then fashioned you, then told 
the angels: "Prostrate yourselves before Adam!" and 
they fell prostrate, all save Iblls [Satan], who was not 
of those who prostrated. 



326 In the final reckoning, the warners and teachers will give evi- 
dence of their preaching the truth, and the unjust will have no 
option but to acknowledge it. 
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12. He said: "What prevented you from prostrating 
when I bade you?" [Iblls] said: "I am better than him. 
You created me of fire while You created him of 

13. He said: "Then go down from it [the Garden]! It is 
not for you to show arrogance here, so leave! You are 
of the degraded." 

14. He said: "Reprieve me until the day when they are 
resurrected!" 



327 Satan exercised his own judgement in defiance of the Divine 
command, and to exercise one's judgement in the presence of a 
Divine command, even one the purpose of which is not evident, is 
to set oneself up as a god besides Allah. This is unforgivable. Since 
ore is subtler than heavy, opaque earth, and since he was made of 
fire, Satan thought he must be better than Adam. This event is 
mentioned again and again in Qur'an, and it is clearly not a mis- 
take that the archetype of all evil has its roots in arrogance. "I am 
better than you!" is a door through which every evil may enter, to 
the point of setting oneself up against Allah Himself. In Islam, 
arrogance is therefore a major crime of the heart. Because it is pri- 
marily an inward crime, in and of itself it cannot be punished 
outwardly by the law. But arrogance in this world causes severe 



15. He said: "You shall be reprieved." 

16. He said: "Now, because You have sent me astray, I 
shall lurk in ambush for them on Your straight path. 

17. "Then I shall come upon them from before them 
and from behind them and from their right and from 
their left, and You shall not find most of them thank- 
ful [for Your mercies]." 328 

18. He said: "leave this [Garden], degraded, van- 
quished. As for those of them who will follow you, I 
shall fill Hell with you all." 

19. [Then Allah commanded:] "0 Adam! Dwell you 
and your wife in the Garden, and eat as you wish, but 
do not come near this tree, for then you will become 
of the unjust" 

20. Then the Devil whispered to them that he might 
manifest to them that which was hidden from them of 
their shame, and he said: "Your Lord forbade you this 
tree only so you would not become angels or become 
of the immortals." 

21. And he swore to them: "Truly, I am a sincere advis- 
er to you." 

22. Thus did he lead them by deceit; and when they 
tasted of the tree their shame became manifest to 
them and they began to cover themselves with leaves 
from the Garden. And their Lord called them: "Did I 
not forbid you that tree and tell you: 'Surely the Devil 
is an open enemy to you?'" 



Divine retaliation in the Afterlife. As with- other major crimes of 
the heart, in these times the crime of arrogance is routinely com- 
mitted by Muslims and non-Muslims alike and thought of lightly 
or even admired. What Satan, in his arrogance, would not 
acknowledge was the exaltation of the Divine spirit insufflated into 
Adam (peace be upon him), who by this was given, along with his 
heavy, clay-like nature, the luminous, God-knowing, spirit, which 
gives mankind the potential to rise above other sentient beings. 

328 The Devil's success is in rendering us forgetful of who we are 
and who our Maker is, so that we become thankless for His gifts of 
life and provision. The next step is the descent from forgetfulness 
to denial. 



153 



AL-A C RAF • 7 



$&$& 



23. They said: "Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. 
If You forgive us not and have not mercy on us, we will 
be among the losers!" 

24. He said "Go down, each of you an enemy to the 
others! There will be for you on earth a habitation, and 
provision for a while." 

25. He said: "There you shall live, and there you shall 
die, and from it you shall be brought forth." 

26. Children of Adam! We have sent down to you 
raiment to conceal your shame, and adornment; but 
the raiment of the fear [of Allah], that is best. This of 
the signs of Allah, that perhaps they may remember. 329 

27. Children of Adam! Let not the Devil seduce you 
as he caused your [first two] parents to leave the Gar- 
den and tore off from them their robe [of innocence] 
that he might manifest their shame to them. He sees 
you, he and his tribe, from whence you see them not. 
Indeed, We have made the devils the allies of those 
who do not believe. 330 

28. And when they do some foulness they say: "We 
found our fathers doing it, and Allah has enjoined it 
upon us." Say: "Allah never enjoins foulness. Do you 
say about Allah that which you know not?" 
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29. Say: "My Lord enjoins justice. And set your faces, 
upright [toward Him] at every place of worship, and 
call upon Him, making religion pure for Him. As He 
brought you into being, so will you return." 

30. A group He has led aright, while error has a just 
hold over another, for they have chosen the devils for 
allies instead of Allah, and think that they are rightly 
guided. 331 



3 2 9 The "raiment of the fear of Allah" is defined by some com- 
mentators as a sense of shame, good deeds, rough and ordinary 
clothing, expressing a modest and humble attitude, and the armor 
that a fighter for truth wears in time of war. One could also add 
the observation that the dress worn in traditional societies 
reminds the wearer of his viceregal function, and renders triviality 
and play an absurdity. The dress of every society reflects its under- 
standing of man. 

x° Satan is a jinn, and being subde is more akin to the fiery 
human soul than the human body. He, like other jinn, cannot usu- 
ally be seen by the human eye. This fact makes his counsels 
particularly effective because they are perceived internally as 
thought. His whispering insinuations can, however, be recognized 



by those who watch their thoughts. These are different from the 
ordinary, day to day thinking about one's affairs and even more so 
from thoughts of Divine or angelic origin, which induce one to 
increase in faith, trust in Allah and do good works. Satanic whis- 
perings cast doubts, sow arrogance and inflame other ailments of 
the heart, as well as encouraging disbelief and evil works. 

w Guidance is offered to all. But in some it takes effect, while 
in others the doors are closed against it, because they have chosen 
evil as a friend. If they have lost their way, they deserve it; for they 
deliberately made their choice, even though, in their self-right- 
eousness, they may deceive themselves into thinking that sin is 
virtue, and that evil is good. 
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31. Children of Adam! Wear your adornment at every 
[time and] place of worship, and eat and drink, but not 
excessively. For Allah loves not the excessive. 332 

32. Say: "Who has forbidden the embellishments of 
Allah which He has brought forth for His servants, 
and the good things of His providing?" Say: "Such 
[ornamentation], on the Day of Resurrection, will be 
only for those who believed during the life of the 
world." Thus do We detail Our signs for people who 
have knowledge. 333 



332 Eating, drinking, and clothing are necessities of life and 
Allah allows His servants to use as much as they need of them, but 
He forbids excess. In the past, when people were closer to nature, 
few were excessive. Nowadays, however, we are in a position 
where one fifth of this planet's inhabitants use three quarters of its 
resources because they have come to live for physical enjoyment 
alone, and excess has become the major threat to life on earth. 
Thus Allah forbade excess fourteen centuries ago, addressing His 
words to all the Children of Adam and not only to the believers 
among them. 

333 The beautiful and good things of the world should really be 
for those who recognize and understand their Divine origin. But 



33. Say: "My Lord forbids only foul things, such of 
them as are apparent and such as are within, and sin 
and wrongful oppression, and that you associate with 
Allah that for which no warrant was sent down, and 
that you say about Allah that which you know not 

34. "And every nation has its term, and when its term 
comes, they cannot put it off an hour nor advance it 334 

35. "0 Children of Adam! Whenever Messengers of 
your own come to you who narrate to you My signs, 
then who fear [Allah] and whose works are good, no 
fear shall come upon them, neither shall they grieve. 

36. "But they who deny Our signs and scorn them, 
such are the dwellers of the Fire; they will dwell there- 
in perpetually." 

37. Who does greater injustice than he who invents a 
lie concerning Allah or denies His signs? Their 
appointed portion of the Book [of destiny] reaches 
them till, when Our messengers [from the angels] 
come to gather them, they say: "Where [now] is that 
which you called upon beside Allah?" They will say: 
"They have departed from us." And they will testify 
against themselves that they were disbelievers. 

the world, as a mixture of good and bad, is often a place where: 
blessings are in the hands of those who appear not to deserve 
them. But all is according to the will of Allah and for His purposes 
and will be separated in the Next World, where beauty will be the 
exclusive property of beautiful souls and where dark, distracted 
souls will experience only foulness. 

334 Nations and forms of government, like individuals, are born 
and grow, become vigorous, and ultimately, unless cut short by 
sudden death, enter a period of decline before they die. Their term, 
whether short or long, depends on the solidity of their early 
upbringing and upon Allah's grace. 
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38. He will say: "Enter into the Fire among nations of 
the jinn and men who passed away before you." Every 
time a nation enters, it will curse its sister [nation]; 
till, when they have all been made to follow one anoth- 
er there, the last of them will say about the first of 
them: "Our Lord! These led us astray, so multiply their 
torment of the Fire." He will say: "For each one there 
is multiple [torment], but you know not." 335 

39. And the first of them will say to the last of them: 
"You were not better than us, so taste the punishment 
for what you have earned." 

40. Those who deny Our signs and scorn them, for 
them the gates of Heaven will not be opened nor will 
they enter the Garden until a camel can pass through 
the eye of the needle. Thus do We reward criminals. 

41. Theirs will be a bed of Hell, and over them cover- 
ings [of Hell]. Thus do We reward the unjust. 

42. But [as for] those who believe and do good works, 
We burden not any soul beyond its scope; such are the 
dwellers of the Garden. They shall dwell therein per- 
petually." 6 
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43. And We shall remove whatever rancor may be in 
their hearts. Rivers flow beneath them, and they will 
say: "Praise is for Allah, who has guided us to this. We 
could not have been led aright if Allah had not guided 
us. The Messengers of our Lord have brought the 
truth." And they are called: "This is the Garden; you 
inherit it for what you have done." 



335 Those who disbelieve and mislead others will have their pun- 
ishment multiplied. Those who disbelieve and follow them will 
also have their punishment multiplied, because they do not only 
disbelieve, but they also give allegiance to the unjust. 



33 The road to Allah's forgiveness may sometimes seem hard, 
..but it is never impossible. We must simply do what we can, and be 
confident in His overwhelming love and compassion. 
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44. And the dwellers of the Garden call the dwellers of 
the Fire: "We have indeed found what our Lord prom- 
ised us [to be] true. Have you [also] found what your 
Lord promised to be true?" They say: "Yes!" and a crier 
between them cries: "The curse of Allah is on the 
unjust! 

45. "[Those] Who hindered [others] from the path of 
Allah and would have it crooked, and were disbelievers 
in the Hereafter." 



46. Between them is a veil. And on the Heights are 
men who know them all by their marks. And they call 
to the dwellers of the Garden: "Peace be upon you!" 
They enter it not, although they hope. 337 

47. And when their eyes turn toward the dwellers of 
the Fire, they say: "Our Lord! Place us not with the 
unjust!" 

48. And the dwellers on the Heights call to men whom 
they know by their marks, [saying]: "What did your 
multitude and that in which you took pride avail you? 

49. "Are these [others] the ones whom you swore 
Allah would not treat with mercy? Enter the Garden; 
[you others] no fear shall come upon you, neither 
shall you grieve." 

50. And the dwellers of the Fire will cry out to the 
dwellers of the Garden: "Pour some water upon us, or 
some of that with which Allah has provided you!" They 
will say: "Allah has forbidden both to the disbelievers! 

51. "[Those] Who took their religion for a game and 
pastime, and whom the life of the world deceived." So 
this day We shall forget them even as they forgot the 
encounter of this Day, and as they used to deny Our 
signs. 



337 The a'raj (heights) form a limbo between Heaven and Hell, 
where those who have an equal quantity of good and evil works 
shall stand, waiting for the time when their Lord will have mercy 
upon them, and admit them to the Garden. 
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52. We have brought them a Book which We expound 
with knowledge, a guidance and a mercy for a people 
who believe. 

53. Are they waiting for anything except its fulfill- 
ment? On the day when its fulfillment comes, those 
who were forgetful of it will say: "The Messengers of 
our Lord did bring the truth! Have we any intercessors, 
that they may intercede for us? Or can we be returned 
[to life on earth], that we may act differently than we 
acted?" They have lost their souls, and that which they 
falsely devised has failed them. 338 

54. Your Lord is indeed Allah, Who created the heav- 
ens and the earth in six days, then established Himself 
upon the Throne. He covers the night with the day, 
which is in haste to follow it, and has made the sun. 
the moon, and the stars subservient by His command. 
His indeed is all creation and commandment. Blessed 
be Allah, the Lord of the Worlds! 339 

55. Call upon your Lord with humility and in secret. 
Allah loves not those who trespass the bounds. 

56. Work not corruption in the earth after it has been 
set in order, and call on Him in fear and hope. Surely, 
the mercy of Allah is near to those who act with excel- 
lence. 340 
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57. And He it is who sends the winds as tidings 
heralding His mercy, till, when they bear a cloud heavy 
[with rain], We lead it to a dead land, and then cause 
water to descend and thereby bring forth fruits of 
every kind. Thus do We bring forth the dead. Perhaps 
you will remember. 



338 If those without faith choose to wait and see what happens in 
the Hereafter, they will of course learn the truth, but by then it will 
be too late for them. All the false ideals and deities which they pre- 
ferred will leave them alone with their Lord. If they thought the 
goodness and greatness of others would help them, they will be 
undeceived on that Day when their personal responsibility will be 
enforced. There will be no salvation except upon their own record. 
How they will then wish they had another chance! But their chance 
will be gone. 

For believers, however, who, despite their faith, committed sins 
enough to bring them to Hell, there will indeed be intercession by 
the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him), who 
will plead for them during the trials of the Day of Judgement, and 
deliver them from Hell by Allah's permission. 

339 Before the heavens and the earth were created there was no 
time. The creation in "six days" is an expression of stages, for 



before the existence of. the universe, there were no days as we 
know them. In surah 22:47 we are t0 ^ that a day in the sight of 
Allah is like a thousand years of our reckoning, while in surah 70:4 
a "day" is said to be 50,000 of our years. The word "day," in rela- 
tion to Allah, is clearly figurative. As for Allah's "establishing 
'Himself on the Throne, this denotes His assumption of authority 
over His created world, the Throne being a symbol of dominion.. 

340 This is one of the many reminders to mankind that Allah has 
created the earth in a state of equilibrium made up of innumerable 
partial equilibriums. We are allowed to use the earth on condition 
that we do not disturb its equilibrium. This is acting with excel- 
lence, which should be reflected in all spheres of life. Tufsidu 
ji'I-ard (work corruption in the earth) is a wide-ranging phrase 
which clearly denotes all political and sociological evils including 
world pollution. 
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58. And the good land brings forth its vegetation by 
permission of its Lord; while that which is bad, only 
evil comes forth [from it]. Thus do We explain the 
signs for people who give thanks. 341 

59. We sent Noah to his people, and he said: "0 my 
people! Worship Allah! You have no other god except 
Him. I fear for you the torment of a dreadful day!" 

60. The leaders of his people said: "We do see you in 
manifest error!" 



61. He said: "0 My people! No error is in me; but I am 
a Messenger from the Lord of the Worlds. 

62. "I convey to you the messages of my Lord and give 
good counsel to you and know from Allah that which 
you know not. 

63. "Do you wonder that there should come to you a 
reminder from your Lord by means of a man among 
you, that He may warn you, that you may fear [Allah], 
and that you may find mercy?" 

64. They denied him, so We saved him and those with 
him in the ship, and We drowned those who denied 
Our signs. They were indeed a blind people. 

65. And to [the tribe of] c Ad [We sent as a Prophet] 
their brother, Hud. He said: "0 my people! Worship 
Allah! You have no other god except Him. Will you not 
fear [Allah]?" 

66. The disbelieving leaders of his people said: "We 
see you in foolishness indeed; and we think you are 
one of the liars!" 

67. He said: "0 my people: There is no foolishness in 
me, but I am a Messenger from the Lord of the 
Worlds. 



341 In the physical world winds herald the coming of rain, with 
which Allah's Divine mercy converts parched land into thriving 
gardens. In the spiritual world, the winds are the great motive 
forces in the mind of man, that bring the clouds of Allah's mercy, 
which descend and fertilize souls which were spiritually dead. A 
good soul, when it receives Allah's mercy, responds by becoming 
purer and wiser. It brings forth wisdom and becomes a beacon of 
guidance for others. An evil soul, when faced with the truth, 
becomes even more evil and malevolent. 
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68. "I convey to you the messages of my Lord, and am 
for you a true adviser. 

69. "Do you wonder that there should come to you a 
reminder from your Lord by means of a man among 
you, that He may warn you? Remember how He made 
you successors after Noah's people, and increased you 
amply in stature. Remember the favors of your Lord, 
that you may succeed." 

70. They said: "Have you come to us that we should 
worship Allah alone, and abandon what our fathers 
worshipped? Then bring upon us that with which you 
threaten us, if you are truthful!" 

71. He said: "Terror and wrath from your Lord have 
already fallen upon you. Do you dispute with me over 
names which you have named, you and your fathers, 
for which no warrant from Allah was ever sent down? 
Then await [the consequence]; I shall wait with you!" 
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72. So We saved him and those with him by a mercy 
from Us, and We cut the root of those who denied Our 
signs and were not believers. 

73. And to [the tribe of] Thamud [We sent as a 
Prophet] their brother, Salih. He said: "0 my people! 
Worship Allah! You have no other god save Him. A 
proof from your Lord has come to you. This is the she- 
camel of Allah, a sign for you; so let her feed in Allah's 
earth, and hurt her not, lest a painful torment seize 



you. 



342 



342 When Allah sent Salih (peace be upon him) to the people of 
Thamud, his people asked him to prove he.was a Prophet of Allah, 
by asking" his -Lord to bring a living, female camel out of a boulder. 
Salih (peace be upon him) duly prayed and Allah immediately 
granted his wish. Some of those who saw this miracle at once 
believed, but the rest continued to disbelieve, despite this proof 
they had demanded. Although the Prophet Salih (peace be upon 
him) asked his people not to touch the camel, and to allow her to 
graze freely, they hamstrung and killed her. After this the Prophet 
Salih (peace be upon him) and his followers left his people to the 
wrath of Allah, Who destroyed them. 
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74. "And remember how He made you to succeed c Ad, 
and gave you habitations in the earth. You built man- 
sions in the plains and carved out. the mountains into 
houses. So remember the bounties of Allah and do not 
work corruption in the earth!" 343 

75. The arrogant leaders of his people said to the weak 
among them, to such of them as believed: "Do you 
know that Salih is one sent from his Lord?" They said: 
"We are believers in that with which he has been 
sent" 



343 The Thamud, who were the successors of the Ad, lived in a 
place called d-Hijr, near the present-day town of a\- Ula. two hun- 
dred and fifty miles north of Madlnah, on the road to Tabuk and 
Syria. Descendants of Shem, they attained a high level of material 
civilization and used to carve out mountains, and build homes and 
palaces. They are said to be the first people in history to carve out 
rocks, and that they created one thousand seven hundred settle- 
ments of this type. At a\- Ula their carved mountains stand empty 
as an eerie reminder of their fate. They are the same stock as the 
people who carved Petra in what is present-day Jordan. 



76. The arrogant ones said: "We are disbelievers in 
that which you believe." 

77. So they hamstrung the she-camel, insolently defy- 
ing the command of their Lord, then said: "O Salih! 
Bring upon us what you threaten if you are indeed one 
of the Messengers!" 

78. So the earthquake seized them, and morning 
found them prostrate in their dwelling-place. 

79. And Salih turned away from them and said: "O my 
people! 1 delivered my Lord's message to you and gave 
you good advice, but you love not good advisors!" 344 

80. And Lot! [Remember] when he said to his people: 
"Will you commit foulness such as no creature ever 
did before you? 

81. "For you come with lust to men instead of women; 
you are indeed a transgressing people!" 



344 His speech here may be either a parting warning, before the 
disaster, or a soliloquy afterwards, lamenting the destruction of ' 
his people for their sin and folly. 
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82. And his people gave no response but this: "Drive 
them out of your city! They are people who keep them- 
selves pure!" 

83. And We rescued him and his household, except 
his wife, who was of those who were destroyed. 

84. And We rained a rain upon them. See how was the 
end of the criminals! 345 

85. And to Madyan [We sent as a Prophet] their broth- 
er, Shu c ayb. He said: "0 my people! Worship Allah! 
You have no other god save Him. Indeed, a clear sign 
has come to you from your Lord; so give full measure 
and full weight, and wrong not mankind in their 
goods, and work not corruption in the earth after it 
has been set in order. That will be best for you, if you 
are believers. 346 
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86. "Lurk not on every road to threaten [travelers] and 
to turn away from Allah's path him who believes in 
Him, and to seek to make it crooked. And remember, 
when you were but few, how He did multiply you. And 
see the end result for the corrupters! 

87. "And if there is a group of you which believes in 
that with which I have been sent, and a group which 
believes not, then have patience until Allah judge 
between us. He is the best of judges." 



345 jh e Prophet. Lot was a nephew of the Prophet Abraham 
(peace be upon them both). He was sent as a Prophet to the people 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, located in present-day Palestine, near 
the Dead Sea. The people of this city committed an offense which 
no other nation before them had indulged in, the crime of homo- 
sexuality. The people of Sodom and Gomorrah did not pay heed to 
the counsel of Lot (peace be upon him). Allah punished them with 
a rain of brimstone, and a devastating earthquake, so that none of 
them survived. 



346 Madyan are believed to have lived on the. -.shore of the Red 
Sea, not far from present-day c Aqabah. . 
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88. The arrogant leaders of his people said: "We shall 
drive you out, Shu c ayb, and those who believe with 
you, from our city, unless you return to our religion!" 
He said: "Even though we hate it? 

89. "We will have invented a lie against Allah if we 
return to your religion after Allah has rescued us from 
it. It is not for us to return to it unless Allah [so] wills. 
Our Lord encompasses all things in knowledge. In 
Allah do we put our trust. Our Lord! Decide with truth 
between us and our people, for You are the best of 
thQse who judge." 



90. The disbelieving leaders of his people said: "If you 
follow Shu c ayb, you will indeed be losers." 

91. So the earthquake seized them, and morning 
found them prostrate in their dwelling-place. 

92. Those who denied Shu c ayb became as though they 
had never dwelt there. Those who denied Shu c ayb, 
they were the losers. 

93. So he turned away from them and said: "0 my 
people! I delivered my Lord's messages to you and 
gave you good advice; how then can I mourn a disbe- 
lieving people?" 

94. And We never sent a Prophet to a city but We 
afflicted its people with suffering and adversity in 
order that they might grow humble. 

95. Then We changed the evil plight for good until 
they grew affluent and said: "[Both] Suffering and 
prosperity touched our fathers." Then We seized them 
unawares, when they perceived not. 
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96. And if the people of the cities had believed and 
feared [Allah], We would surely have opened for them 
blessings from the sky and from the earth. But [to 
every Messenger] they gave the lie, and so We seized 
them on account of what they earned. 

97. Are the people of the cities then secure from the 
coming of Our wrath upon them at night, while they 
sleep? 

98. Or are the people of the cities then secure from the 
coming of Our wrath upon them in the forenoon while 
they play? 

99. Are they then secure from Allah's ruse? Only those 
who are losers feel secure from the ruse of Allah. 347 

100. Is it not an indication to those who inherit the 
land after its people [who were destroyed] that, if We 
will, We can punish them for their sins and seal up 
their hearts so that they hear not? 

101. Such were the cities. We relate some of their sto- 
ries to you [0 Muhammad]. Their Messengers came to 
them with clear proofs, but they could not believe 
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because they had before denied. Thus does Allah seal 
up the hearts of disbelievers. 

102. We found no [loyalty to any] pact in most of 
them. But most of them We found to be corrupt. 

103. Then, after them, We sent Moses with Our Signs 
to Pharaoh and his chiefs, but they repelled them. 
Now, see the end result for the corrupters! 

104. Moses said: "0 Pharaoh! I am a Messenger from 
the Lord of the Worlds. 



347 Verses 97-99 provide a commentary on the stories of the five 
-Prophets that have already been related. Allah's wrath may come 
by night or day, whether people are arrogantly defying Allah's laws 
or are sunk in lethargy and vain dreams. Who can escape the 
Maker's plan, and who can imagine themselves outside of it? In 
this lies the ruse of Allah. He allows the disbelievers to disbelieve. 
He feeds them, He allows them to eat, drink, sleep, and enjoy 
themselves for a while. It is a simple thing, yet, then, as now, peo- 
ple who are affluent and secure feel it must be so because they are 
good. They view what they have as rightfully theirs. The poor and 
downtrodden must be so because thev are somehow inferior or 



bad, and their condition is rightfully theirs. Such thinking is so 
widespread and assumed amongst.the "haves". that they reassure 
themselves and each other that it must be true. This is the pinnacle 
of self-deception. They never ask themselves what they have done 
to deserve the gifts they possess. Have they acknowledged the 
rights of Allah over them? Have they acknowledged His Messen- 
ger? Allah's ruse, His deception, lies in allowing the disbelievers to 
deceive themselves. 
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105. "[I am] Approved upon condition that I say about 
Allah nothing but the truth. I come to you with a clear 
proof from your Lord. So let the Children of Israel go 

withmeH 48 

106. [Pharaoh] Said: "If you come with a sign, then 
produce it, if you are of those who speak the truth!" 

107. Then [Moses] threw down his rod and it was a 
serpent plain [for all to see]. 349 

108. And he drew forth his hand [from his bosom], 
and it was white for the beholders. 

348 W hen Joseph (peace be upon him) was in charge of the 
resources oi Egypt, the Children oflsrael, led by their father, Jacob 
(peace be upon him), emigrated from Palestine to Egypt. In due 
course, the Egyptians used the Children oflsrael as slaves, and 
persecuted them. 



109. The chiefs of Pharaoh's people said: "This is 
indeed a learned magician. 

no. "[One] Who would expel you from your. land. 
Now what do you command?" 

in. They said [to Pharaoh]: "Put him off [for a while], 
him and his brother, and send summoners into the 
cities. 

112. "To bring you every learned magician." 

113. And all the magicians came to Pharaoh, saying: 
"Surely there will be a reward for us if we are the vic- 
tors." 

114. He answered: "Yes, and you shall indeed be of 
those brought near [to me]." 

115. They said: "0 Moses! Will you throw first or shall 
we be first to throw?" 

116. He said: "Throw!" And when they threw they cast 
a spell upon the people's eyes, and overawed them, 
and produced a mighty spell. 

117. And We revealed to Moses: "Throw your rod!" 
and behold! It swallowed up the falsehoods which 
they faked! 

118. Thus was the truth vindicated and that which they 
used to practice made vain. 

119. Thus were they defeated, then and there brought 
low. 

120. And the magicians fell down prostrate. 



349 The serpent played a large role in Egyptian mythology. All 
Pharaohs wore a representation of the cobra on their foreheads. 
Allah chose this potent symbol to display Mis mastery over Cre- 
adon and to show that Moses' sign was no mere human 
manipulation of the occult. 
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in. Saying: "We believe in the Lord of the Worlds. 

122. "The Lord of Moses and Aaron!" 

123. Pharaoh said: "You believe in Him before I give 
you leave! Surely, this is a ruse that you have contrived 
in the city, that you may drive its people from it. But 
you shall come to know! 

124. "I shall have your hands and feet cut off on alter- 
nate sides. Then I shall crucify every one of you!" 350 

125. They said: "Surely, we are about to return to our 
Lord! 

126. "You take vengeance on us only because we 
believed the signs of our Lord when they came to us. 
Our Lord! Pour down upon us steadfastness, and 
make us die as men who have surrendered to You 
[Muslims]!" 

127. The chiefs of Pharaoh's people said: "Will you 
suffer Moses and his people to make corruption in the 
land, and to abandon you and your gods?" He said: 
"We will slay their sons and spare their women, for we 
have power over them." 



350 Pharaoh's priests were also magicians. They knew how to 
'manipulate the subtle worlds and how to deceive .people into 
believing what they wanted them to believe. However, they also 
had remnants of the old knowledge of Divine unity, for theirs was 
a land where Divine Messengers had dwelt. Enoch (Idrls), Abra- 
ham, and Joseph had given the Egyptians from their knowledge. 
When the magician priests were faced with a genuine miracle, they 
could but recognize it and acknowledge the status of the man at 
whose hands it was wrought. They submitted to Allah's sign and 
Messenger, and at that instant, became men of light and certainty. 
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128. Moses said to his people: "Seek help in Allah, and 
endure patiently. Verily, the earth is Allah's. He gives it 
to whom He wills to inherit, and the end is for those 
who fear [Allah]." 

129. They said: "We suffered hurt before you came to 
us, and since you have come to us." He said: "It may 
be that your Lord will destroy your adversary and make 
you inheritors in the earth, to see how you behave." 351 

130. And We seized Pharaoh's people with famine and 
the lack of crops, that they might take heed. 



351 The Israelites, despite their perilous situation, were to be 
delivered and given authority, in- Canaan.. They would be granted . 
kingship, as with David and Solomon (peace be upon them both), 
and material power, upon Joshua's (peace be upon him) conquest 
of Jerusalem, so as to be tested with wealth and power, as they had 
been tested with poverty and slaver) 7 . 
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131. But whenever good befell them, they said: "This is 
ours/ 5 and whenever evil befell them, they ascribed it 
to the evil omens of Moses and those with him. But 
surely their [own] evil omens were with Allah. But 
most of them knew not. 

132. And they said: "Whatever sign you bring to 
bewitch us, we shall not believe in you." 

133. So We sent upon them the flood and the locusts 
and the lice and the frogs and the blood: a succession 



352 There is a later reference at 17:101 to sending Moses (peace 
be upon him) with nine signs. These are: the staff (7:1.07); the - 
radiant hand (7:108); the years of drought (7:130); short crops 
(7:130); and the five signs of this verse; the flood, the locusts, the 
lice, the frogs, and the blood. 



of clear signs. But they reacted arrogantly and were 
criminals. 352 

134. And when the punishment fell upon them they 
said: "0 Moses! Pray for us to your Lord, because He 
has a pact with you. If you remove the punishment 
from us we shall believe in you, and let the Children of 
Israel go with you." 

135. But when We removed from them the punish- 
ment for a term which they had to reach, they broke 
their promise. 

136. Therefore We took retribution from them, and 
drowned them in the sea, because they denied Our 
signs and were heedless of them. 

137. And We caused the people who were despised to 
inherit the eastern parts of the land that We had 
blessed, and its western parts. And the fair words of 
your Lord were fulfilled for the Children of Israel 
because of their patience; and We annihilated what 
Pharaoh and his people had done and what they had 
built. 
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138. And We brought the Children of Israel across the 
sea, and they came to a people worshipping idols 
which they had. They said: "0 Moses! Make for us a 
god even as they have gods!" He said: "Truly you are 
ignorant people. 353 

139. "As for these [people], their way will perish, and 
all that they are doing is vain." 

140. He said: "Shall 1 seek for you a god other than 
Allah, when He has favored you above [all] 
nations?" 354 

141. And [remember] when We delivered you from 
Pharaoh's people who were afflicting you with dread- 
ful torment, slaughtering your sons and sparing your 
women. That was a formidable trial from your Lord. 

142. And when We appointed for Moses thirty nights 
[of solitude] and added to them ten, and he completed 
the whole time appointed by his Lord of forty nights; 
and Moses had said to his brother: "Stand for me 
among my people. Do right, and follow not the way of 

353 After crossing the Red Sea, the Children: of Israel came in 
contactjwith the. idolatrous of the Sinai Peninsula. Even after all 
the signs that had come to them, and with Moses (peace be upon 
him) in their midst, they wanted to take on the Amalekites' idola- 
trous form of worship. 
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the corrupters." 

143. And when Moses came to Our appointed place 
and his Lord spoke to him, he said: "My Lord! Show 
me [Yourself], that I may gaze upon you." He said: 
"You will not see Me, but gaze upon the mountain! If 
it stands still in its place, then you will see Me!" And 
when his Lord revealed [Himself] to the mountain He 
made it into dust. And Moses fell down unconscious. 
When he recovered he said: "Transcendent are You! I 
repent to You, and I am the first of believers." 



354 Allah's favoring of the Hebrews over the other nations of 
their time consisted in their receiving a. Divine message and a law 
through a major Prophet, Moses (peace be upon him). Their supe- 
riority in their time was only in as much as they followed Moses 
and the other Prophets (peace be upon them all) who were sent to 
them. No human being is intrinsically superior to another. 
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144. He said: "0 Moses! I have preferred you above 
mankind by My messages and by My speech; so take 
what I have given you, and be one of the thankful!" 

145. And We wrote for him, upon the tablets, an 
admonition and the detailing of ail things, then [told 
him]: "Take it firmly, and command your people to 
take the better course therein. I shall show you the 
homes of the corrupt." 355 

146. I shall turn away from My signs those who act 
arrogantly, without right, in the earth; and who, if 

355 The tablets of the law, now lost, contained the essential spir- 
itual truth, -from which were derived the positive injunctions and 
prohibitions which it was the function of the prophetic office to 
hold up for the people to follow. Note now the following feature, 
characteristic of the Qur'an, in which Allah's speech switches 
from the "We" of authority and honor, to the T' of personal con- 
cern. 



they see each sign, believe it not; and if they see the 
way of righteousness, choose it not as their way; and if 
they see the way of error choose it for their way. That 
is because they denied Our signs and were heedless of 
them. 

147. Those who deny Our signs and the meeting of the 
Hereafter, their works are vain. Are they [to be] 
rewarded for anything except what they did? 

148. And the people of Moses, after he had left them, 
took a calf [for worship]; a material form [made] out 
of their ornaments, which gave a lowing sound. Did 
they not see that it neither spoke to them nor guided 
them to any path? They chose it and became unjust. 356 

149. And when they feared the consequences of what 
they had done, and saw that they had gone astray, they 
said: "Unless our Lord have mercy on us and forgive 
us, we shall surely be losers." 

356 When the absence of Moses -was extended for another ten 
days on Mount Sinai, Samirl melted all' the people's gold orna- 
ments, and made the image of a calf like the bull of Osiris located 
in the city of Memphis in Egypt. Samirl told the people it was the 
Lord of Moses, their Lord. So great a craftsman was he that when 
the wind blew through the golden calf it bellowed like a live bull. 
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150. And when Moses returned to his people, angry 
and grieved, he said: "Evil is that which you took [for 
worship] after I left you. Would you hasten on the 
judgement of your Lord?" And he threw down the 
tablets and seized his brother by the head, dragging 
him toward him. He [Aaron] said: "0 son of my moth- 
er! The people judged me weak and almost killed me. 
Do not make the enemies gloat over me, and count me 
not among the unjust!" 

151. He said: "My Lord! Have mercy on me and on my 
brother; bring us into Your mercy, You are the Most 
Merciful of the merciful!" 

152. Those who took the calf [for worship], wrath 
from their Lord and humiliation will come upon them 
in the life of the world. Thus do We reward those who 
invent a lie. 

153. But those who do ill deeds and afterward repent 
and believe, for them, afterward, Allah will be Forgiv- 
ing, Compassionate. 

154. Then, when the anger of Moses abated, he took 
up the tablets, and in their inscription there was guid- 
ance and mercy for all those who fear their Lord. 
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155. And Moses chose of his people seventy men for 
Our appointed meeting, and, when the trembling 
came on them, he said: "My Lord! If You had willed 
You would have destroyed them long before and me 
with them. Will you destroy us for that which the 
ignorant among us did? It is but Your trial with which 
You send astray whom You will, and You guide whom 
You will. You are our Protector; therefore forgive us 
and have mercy on us, You are the best of those who 
forgive! 357 



357 Since the Children oflsrael regretted having worshipped the 
golden calf, Allah ordered Moses (peace be upon him) to choose 
seventy men from among his tribe and bring them together to the 
presence of their Lord to repent. Seventy men were duly taken up 
to the mount, but left at some distance from the place where Allah 
spoke to Moses (peace be upon him). They were to be silent wit- 
nesses, but their faith was not yet complete, for they said: "We will 
not believe in you unless We see your Lord in person." [2:55] A 
powerful trembling overtook them, and they all fell senseless. 
Moses then interceded for them, and Allah revived them. 
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156. "And ordain for us in this world that which is 
good, and in the Hereafter [that which is good], we 
have turned to You!" He said: "I afflict with My tor- 
ment whom I will, and My mercy embraces all things, 
therefore I shall ordain it for those who fear [Allah] 
and pay the zakdt, and those who believe in Our 
signs." 



evil, he will make lawful for them all good things and 
prohibit for them what is foul, and he will relieve them 
of their burden and the fetters that were upon them — 
those that believe in him, honor him, support him, 
and follow the light which has been sent down with 
him: they are the successful 358 

158. Say [0 Muhammad]: "0 Mankind! Truly I am the 
Messenger of Allah to you all; [the Messenger of] Him 
to whom belongs the sovereignty of the heavens and 
the earth. There is no god save Him. He gives life and 
He gives death. So believe in Allah and His Messenger, 
the unlettered Prophet who believes in Allah and His 
words, and follow him that you may be rightly guid- 
ed." 



157. Those who follow the Messenger, the unlettered 159. And'of the people of Moses, there is a community 
Prophet, whom they find described in their Torah and who guide with truth and establish justice there- 
Gospel — he will enjoin on them good and forbid them with. 359 



358 The word ummt (unlettered) used in the. above verse describes 
the Prophet Muhammad (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon 
him), who could neither read nor write, a fact which emphasizes 
the miracle of the Qur'an and which protected the Prophet's pure 
nature, keeping it pristine and unaltered, to be the recipient of the 
Divine word. 



359 The community mentioned in this verse could be the lews 
who believe in the Prophecy of Muhammad (may Allah's blessings 
and peace be upon him) and become Muslims, or those Jews who. 
during the time of Moses, remained faithful to their Lord, and 
continued to guide others upon the Straight Path. 
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160. We divided them into twelve tribes, [distinct] 
communities; and We inspired Moses, when his peo- 
ple asked him for water, saying: "Strike the rock with 
your staff:" And there gushed forth twelve springs, so 
that each group knew their drinking place. And We 
caused the cloud to overshadow them and sent down 
for them the manna and the quails [saying]: "Eat of 
the good things We have provided for you." They 
wronged Us not, but it was themselves that they 
wronged. 

161. And [remember] when it was said to them: "Dwell 
in this township and eat from it wherever you will, and 
say: 'Repentance,' and enter the gate prostrate; We 
shall forgive you your sins; We shall increase those 
who act with excellence." 
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162. But the unjust among them changed the word 
which had been told them for another, so We sent 
down upon them wrath from the sky for their injus- 
tice.^ 60 

163. And ask them [0 Muhammad] of the township 
that was by the sea: how they broke the Sabbath, how 
their fish came to them visibly on their Sabbath day, 
and on a day when they did not keep Sabbath, they 
came not. Thus did We try them because they were 
corrupt. 361 



360 xhis u W rath" was a plague. 

361 , Allah commanded the Israelites not, to work on Saturdays,, 
the day observed as their Sabbath. As a trial to them, on Saturday 
He sent fish to them. The Israelites dammed the fish in on Satur- 
day and then waited till Sunday to fish them out of the sea, 
thinking they had circumvented the Divine order. 
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164. And when a community among them said: "Why 
do you preach to a people whom Allah is about to 
destroy or torment with an awful torment?" they said: 
"In order to be free from guilt before your Lord, and 
that perhaps they may fear [Him]." 

165. So when they forgot that with which they were 
reminded, We rescued those who forbade evil and 
took those who were unjust with dreadful torment for 
their corruption. 

166. So when they arrogantly committed that which 



362 Because of their disrespect to the Sabbath, they became like 
apes and pigs. There is a difference of opinion among commenta- 
tors over whether these Israelites were transformed physically into 
apes, or whether they were merely led to behave like them. In any 
case, it was a punishment from Allah, Who made manifest in their 
outward something of that which had entered their inward reality. 



they had been forbidden, We said to them: "Be mon- 
keys, abased and repudiated!" 362 

167. And [remember] when your Lord announced that 
He would raise against them till the Day of Resurrec- 
tion those who would lay on them an evil torment. 
Your Lord is truly swift in punishment and He is 
indeed Forgiving, Compassionate. 

168. And We have divided them in the earth as [sepa- 
rate] communities. Some of them are righteous and 
some far from that. And We have tried them with good 
things and evil things that perhaps they might return 
[to observing their law]. 

169. And a generation has succeeded them who inher- 
ited the Book. They grasp the goods of this low life [in 
corruption] and say: "It will be forgiven us." And if 
there came to them [again] a similar chance, they 
would take it. Has not the pact of the Book been made 
with them that they should not speak of Allah any- 
thing but the truth? And they have studied that which 
is in it [the Book]. And the final abode is better, for 
those who fear [Him]. Have you no sense? 

170. And as, for those who make [others] keep the 
Book, and establish the ritual prayer: never do We 
squander the wages of those who work good. 
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171. And when We raised the Mount above them as if it 
were a covering and they thought it was going to fall 
upon them, [We said]: "Take firmly what We have 
given you, and remember what it contains, that you 
may fear [Allah]." 

172. And [remember] when your Lord brought forth 
from the Children of Adam, from their loins, their 
seed, and made them testify of themselves, [He 
asked]: "Am I not your Lord?" They said: "Yes, we tes- 
tify!" Lest you should say on the Day of Resurrection: 
"Of this we were unaware." 363 

173. Or [lest you] say: "[It is] Only that our fathers 
ascribed partners to Allah of old, and we were their 
descendants after them. Will you destroy us on 
account of that which those who follow falsehood 
did?" 

174. Thus do We detail Our signs, that perhaps they 
may return [to that primordial awareness]. 

175. And recite to them [the Jews] the tale of him to 
whom We gave Our signs, but he sloughed them off, 
so Satan overtook him, and he became of those who 
are deceived. 364 

176. And had We willed We could have raised him by 
means of them [the signs], but he clung to the earth 
and followed his passions. Therefore his likeness is as 
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363 In this verse is revealed the primordial pact, in which every 
soul, before its -birth, was made to declare its recognition of the 
Divine Existence and Unity. It means that within the heart of heart 
of ever)' human being there lies that which has already recognized 
its Lord. This consciousness is retrievable in this world and this is 
why all the Divine Messengers were sent, one after another, to 
arouse it from its veiled and dormant state. 

364 Some commentators identify this man as a Jewish Rabbi 
named Balaam, who lived during the time of Moses (peace be 
upon him), and who, with the encouragement of certain rich Jews, 
worked against the Prophet Moses (peace be upon him). He was a 



the likeness of a dog; if you attack him he pants [with 
his tongue out], and if you leave him he pants [with 
his tongue out]. Such is the likeness of the people who 
deny Our signs. So narrate to them the stories, that 
they may reflect. 

177. Evil as an example are the people who denied Our 
signs, and were unjust to themselves. 

178. He whom Allah guides, he indeed is led aright, 
while he whom Allah sends astray, they indeed are los- 
ers. 

man of talent and position, to whom great opportunities of spiri- 
tual insight came, but he perversely passed-them up, preferring. the 
opportunities presented by his material wealth and standing. 
There was a triangle established between Pharaoh, who wielded 
power, Korah, representing the rich elite, and Balaam, represent- 
ing the corrupt and mercenary scholars. They all worked against 
Moses (peace be upon him), forming an archetype whose manifes- 
tations continue to repeat themselves in all ages. 



£S!M& 



AL-A C RAF • 7 



174 



,. /x\ /s&. >55X XfiN- ^ 4^ 



J8H -M.,'±* 



-M» {A* »v> „ *-? ^*S ' '4" >f\'< *„*' 

bib lb lj> Jo <>Ju ij ^ OjlJ-i^ <Jf^ " oj.% 



^*£. ./AX j*/^ V,AX ^*X /A\ X*V ./".AX >W\ , *AX . *AX /A\ ,*AA i^AX /A\ y»X SJS\. ,/AX SJH&'/ 

v*y x*y -w v*y xvy wx \v/ vxy Nvy wx v*y "^^ v*/ \v/ x*y nv^ -SJy <5?> -cSv 



179. And We have designated for Hell many of the jinn 
and humankind, who have hearts with which they 
understand not; who have eyes with which they see 
not; and who have ears with which they hear not. They 
are like cattle; they are even worse! These are the heed- 
less. 

180. Allah's are the most beautiful names; so call on 
Him by them! And leave the company of those who 
blaspheme His names. They will be requited for what 

they do. 365 



181. And of those whom We created there are those 
who guide with the truth and establish justice there- 
with. 

182. And those who deny Our signs [step by step] We 
lead them on from whence they know not. 

183. I give them rein [for a while, but] My scheme is 
invincible. 366 

184. Has it not ever occurred to them [that] their com- 
panion [Muhammad] is no madman? He is but a clear 
warner. 

185. Have they not considered the dominion of the 
heavens and the earth, and what things Allah has cre- 
ated, and that maybe their own term draws near? In 
what words after this will they believe? 

186. Those whom Allah sends astray, there is no guide 
for them. He leaves them to wander blindly in their 

excesses. 

187. They ask you about the Hour, when will it come 
to pass. Say: "Knowledge of it is with my Lord only. 
None can manifest it at its proper time except Him. 
The heavens and the earth are heavy with it. It comes 
not to you save unawares." They question you as 
though you could be well informed. -Say: "Knowledge 
of it is only with Allah, but most of mankind know 
not." 



3 " According to a hadlth: "Allah has ninety-nine names, and 
whoever memorizes them [or acts in awareness of them] will enter 
Heaven." The hadlth goes on to enumerate the ninety-nine names, 
of which many examples appear in the Qur'an, including: the All- 
Merciful, the Compassionate, the Loving, the Kind, the Guide, the 
Great, the Eternal, and others, familiar to every Muslim. Aside 
from within the Qur'an itself, there are countless litanies in usage 
throughout the Muslim world which employ different combina- 
tions of Allah's names to call on Him, all responding to this 
command in the Qur'an and the example of the Prophet (may 
Allah's blessings and peace be upon him). It is interesting to note 



that the hadlth mentioned here enumerates ninety-nine names, but 
does not place ahmit. on the existence of others.Tn fact, there are 
clear examples of others within the Qur'an and hadlth. 

The idolaters used to blaspheme Allah's names by mutilating 
them, and giving some to their idols such as, "al- ( Uzza." 

366 The blessings given to those who work corruption by Allah 
are not immediately cut off because they reject His signs. Some- 
times Allah continues to shower His blessings upon them up to a 
certain point so that they continue to enjoy themselves heedlessly. 
His punishment may come upon them in the midst of their excess 
and forgetfulness, when they least expect it. This is called istid rdj. 
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188. Say: "I possess for myself neither power to bene- 
fit, nor power to harm, except that which Allah wills. 
Had I knowledge of the Unseen, I should have abun- 
dance of wealth, and adversity would not touch me. I 
am but a warner, and a bearer of glad tidings to people 
who believe." 

189. He it is who created you from a single soul, and 
made of it its mate that he might take rest in her. And 
when he covered her she bore a light burden, and she 
passed [unnoticed] with it. But when it became heavy 
they cried unto Allah, their Lord, saying: "If you give 
into us that which is good, we shall be of the thank- 
ful." 

190. But when He gave to them that which was good, 
they ascribed partners to Him in that which He had 
given them. High is He above all that they associate 
[with Him]. 

191. Will they attribute as partners to Allah those who 
create not but are themselves created? 

192. And [who] cannot help them nor help them- 
selves? 
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193. And [who], if you call them to guidance, follow 
you not? It is equal whether you call them or remain 
silent. 

194. Those on whom you call beside Allah are slaves 
like you. Call on them now, and let them answer you, 
if you are truthful! 

195. Have they feet on which to walk, or hands with 
which to strike, or eyes with which to see, or ears with 
which to hear? Say: "Call upon your partners, and then 
scheme against me, spare me not! 
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196. "My Protector is Allah, Who sent down the Book. 
He takes care of the virtuous. 

197. "As for those whom you call beside Him, they 
have no power to help you, nor can they help them- 
selves." 

198. And if you call them to guidance they do not hear; 
and you see them looking toward you, but seeing 
nothing. 

199. Keep to forgiveness and enjoin good, and turn 
away from the ignorant. 

367 Taking refuge in Allah, sincerely and perseveringly, leads to 
clear vision, which is the instantaneous recognition of patterns by 
the eye of the heart This spiritual vision can only be attained when 
the insinuations of the Devil are suppressed, for they are like rust 
on the heart, which prevents it from reflecting the Divine truth. 

36 When the Qur'an is recited, whether during the ritual prayers 
or at other times, one should pay the utmost attention. It is the 
Speech of God, and part of its miracle is that it is addressing the 
whole of mankind in its various groupings as well as ever/ individ- 
ual personally, in the most intimate way, at one and the same time. 



200. And if a whisper from the Devil reaches you, then 
seek refuge in Allah. He is Hearing, Knowing. 

201. Those who fear [Allah], when a passing notion 
from the Devil troubles them, they remember, and 
they [immediately] see [clearly between right and 
wrong]. 367 

202. Their brothers plunge them further into error, 
and cease not. 

203. And when you bring not a sign [verse] for them 
they say: "If only you had chosen one." Say: "I follow 
only that which is revealed to me from your Lord. This 
[Qur'an] is insights from your Lord, and a guidance 
and a mercy for a people who believe." 

204. And when the Qur'an is recited, listen to it and 
pay heed, that you may obtain mercy. 368 

205. And remember your Lord within yourself humbly 
and with awe, below your breath, at morning and 
evening. And do not be among the heedless. 

206. Those who are with your Lord are not too proud 
to worship Him, but they praise Him and fall down in 
prostration before Him. 369 



When one hears Qur'an recited, one should attempt to grasp its 
meanings and put them intopracticeso as to benefit in one's life. 
369 "Those who are with your Lord," refers to the highest angels 
that are always in His presence and those just below them who 
carrv out His orders in the created universe. 
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SURAH 8 

AL-ANFAL 

Revealed at Madinah 

This surah takes its name from the first verse by which it is 
proclaimed that property acquired from the enemy in war 
belongs "to Allah and His Messenger"— in other words, to 
the Islamic state where Islamic law is applied, to be used for 
the welfare of the people. Of its seventy-five verses, most 
were revealed at Madinah during the second year of the 
Islamic calendar. Some authorities hold that verses thirty to 
thirty-six were revealed at Makkah just before the emigra- 
tion. 

THE SPOILS OF WAR 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. They ask you [0 Muhammad] about the spoils of 
war. Say: "The spoils of war belong to Allah and the 
Messenger, so fear Allah, maintain good relations 
among yourselves, and obey Allah and His Messenger, 
if you are believers." 

2. Only they are believers whose hearts tremble at the 
mention of Allah, and when the signs of Allah are 
recited to them their faith increases, and who trust in 
their Lord. 

3. [They] Who establish the ritual prayer and spend of 
what We have bestowed on them. 
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their Lord, forgiveness, and generous provision. 

5. Even as your Lord rightfully caused you [0 Muham- 
mad] to go forth from your home, and yet a group of 
believers were averse [to it]. 

6. Arguing with you about the truth after it was made 
clear, as if they were being led to death with their eyes 
open. 
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7. And [remember] when Allah promised you one of 
the two bands [either the caravan or the army of 
Quraysh] that it should be yours, and you longed that 
other than the armed one might be yours. And Allah 
willed that He should cause the truth to triumph by 
His words, and cut the root of the disbelievers. 370 

8. That He might cause the truth to triumph and stop 
falsehood, however much the criminals might hate it. 



370 Just before the Battle of Badr there were two alternatives 
open to the Muslims in order to save themselves from being over- 
whelmed by the Quraysh of Makkah, who commanded huge 
resources from the rich Syrian trade. The first, which seemed less 
dangerous, and promised much booty, was to attack the QurayshI 
caravan returning from Syria to Makkah, which the Muslims knew 
was accompanied by only forty men. The other alternative, which 
the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him), fol- 
lowing Divine command, adopted, was to march out boldly 



against the well-armed QurayshI army of 1,000 men. The Muslims 
had no more than 300 poorly-equipped men, and no cavalry what- 
soever. Yet by choosing the latter course, the Muslims triumphed 
over the aristocracy of Makkah, whose power was shaken, never to 
recover. 
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). When you [Muslims] cried for your Lord's help and 
Hie answered you; "I will help you with a thousand 
mgels, rank upon rank." 371 

[0. Allah made this only to be glad tidings, and that 
/our hearts thereby might be at rest. Victory comes 
only from Allah. Allah is indeed August, Wise. 

ii. [Remember] When He made the slumber fall upon 
you as a reassurance from Him and sent down water 
from the sky upon you, that He might purify you with 
it, and remove from you the foulness of the Devil, and 



make strong your hearts and firm [your] feet there- 
by. 372 

12. [Remember] When your Lord inspired the angels: 
"I am with you. So make those who believe stand firm. 
I shall throw fear into the hearts of those who disbe- 
lieve. Then strike the necks [severing their heads] and 
strike every finger of them!" 

13. This is because they opposed Allah and His Mes- 
senger, and whoever opposes Allah and His 
Messenger, [for him] Allah is truly severe in punish- 
ment. 

14. This [is the punishment] so taste it, and [know] 
that for disbelievers is the torment of the Fire. 

15.O you who believe! When you meet those who dis- 
believe in battle, turn not your backs to them. 

16. Whoever on that day turns his back to them, unless 
maneuvering for battle or intending to join a compa- 
ny, he has incurred wrath from Allah, and his abode 
will be Hell an evil end indeed. 



& When the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon 
him) saw the number of enemy soldiers, which seemed likely to 
overwhelm the Muslim army, he raised his hands and prayed to 
Allah: u Allah! Fulfill Your promise that you have given me; for if 
you destroy this small group [of believers] noone will remain to 
worship You." He repeated this prayer several times, and then 
Allah sent an army of angels against the idolaters and routed 
them. 



v 1 The army of Quravsh had arrived first, and secured the use of 
the Badr wells. But Allah favored the Muslims, firstly by sending 
them a drowsiness which calmed their nerves, and secondly by 
sending rain, which not only relieved them of their want of water, 
but because of the terrain, made the ground firm, and more suit- 
able for maneuvering on the Muslim side, while making it soft and 
encumbering for the Quravsh. 
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17. You [believers] slew them not, but Allah slew 
them. And you [0 Muhammad] did not throw when 
you threw, but Allah threw, that He might test the 
believers by a fair test from Him. Truly Allah is Hear- 
ing, Knowing. 373 

18. This [is the case]; and [know] that Allah weakens 
the plan of the disbelievers. 

19. [0 disbelievers] If you sought a decision, the deci- 
sion has now come to you. If you cease [to persecute 
the believers] it will be better for you, but if you repeat 
[your attack] We shall also repeat [Our chastisement]. 
And your army will avail you nothing, however numer- 
ous, and [know] that Allah is with the believers. 

20. you who believe! Obey Allah and His Messenger, 
and turn not away from him when you hear [him 
speak]. 

21. Be not as those who say, "We hear!" when they 
hear not. 

22. Surely the worst of beasts in Allah's sight are the 
deaf and dumb, who are mindless. 

23. Had Allah known of any good in them He would 
have made them hear, but had He made them hear 
they would have turned away, averse. 



•vvy \v/ wx w/, 

■ — ~ — k 



X*X y^V S££. SSZ* SSCs . XJ£v XAX S££. '*?* ■ '**< ■ >5*N. >S* V XAX Ax ' . " Il """» l " ■ 

/ < ^> ygy- \v/ w \v/ w wy vw wy w/ w> w> y ^> 4$> <££ ^S >^y >vv> /a\ 



»> >>»" X>- 



>*/^.\i>K Z' ~''\> 9 ' 9 '. ,A^ ^>-ff 

i^V^' :>ff""*f^' I'^'C'Vx' *<•&>'. 

a\ ^Y \~' °"\\ ^ 9y \K'*i ^\Yx K 9 i' 
\>\< 'to' >SZ".\ >^{V J\ ^" >"> 



yynv /a\ /a\ /a\ . 



I 



xvy >;yy Nvy yyy w/ xvy w/ w/ yy> v5v- xvy- ^vy 



££> <£^ 4££ ^> -£*> -££>■ -21 v >^ v -*>**• >»**■ >">vx xaa. W" 

^\/> Wy Wr wr>- ■w^-^- -v^#^ ■*•*-** »TT* ~» ,_ -TT*. .^?^"_ _•!"■!• «-^» 






VVy W/ \V/ \yy y5fr <gy ^y 



24. you who believe! Obey Allah, and the Messenger 
when he calls you to that which gives you life, and 
know that Allah comes in between a man and his own 
heart, and that He it is to Whom you will be gath- 
ered. 374 

25. And guard yourselves against an affliction which 
cannot fall exclusively on the unjust among you, and 
know that Allah is severe in punishment. 



373 When the army of Quraysh advanced against the Muslims, 
the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) raised 
his hands again and prayed to Allah: "Those disbelievers who 
reject Your Messenger have come to fight me with their leaders, in 
whose hearts is nothing but conceit. I implore You to fulfill the 
promise that You have given me!" When the two armies met, he 
picked up a handful of gravel from the ground and threw it at the 
enemy, saying: "Befouled be the faces!" The enemies' eyes were 
blinded and they could not see to fight. 

374 The essence of Man is his soul, which, in physical metaphor, 
is his heart, the spiritual faculty by which one may know Allah. 
Following on from the previous verse, we are told that acceptance 



and recognition of the Divine gives faculties and discernment to 
the soul, which otherwise would be deaf, dumb, and mindless. In 
another verse, Allah tells us that He is closer to man than his jugu- 
lar vein. Here, He states that it is He who intervenes between us 
and our hearts. In even' case, it is He who guides the heart and 
illumines it with love and knowledge of Him. But we are not mere 
receptacles without a role to play or free of responsibility in this 
matter, for. of those with wholly corrupt intentions, Allah says: 
"Had Allah known of any good in them He would have made them 
hear, but had He made them hear they would have turned away, 
averse." Striving and receiving are dual sides of the same coin. 
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26. And remember, when you were few and feeble in 
the land, in fear lest men should take you, how He 
gave you refuge, and strengthened you with His help, 
and provided you with good things, that perhaps you 
might be thankful 

27. you who believe! Betray not Allah and His Mes- 
senger, nor knowingly betray your trusts. 375 

28. And know that your possessions and your children 
are but a test, and that with Allah is a formidable 
reward. 



375 Men may betray the trust of Allah and His Messenger (may 
Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) by misusing property, or 
abusing the trust placed in them by others, or abusing the knowl- 
edge or talents they possess. In respect to the last two verses, when 
the plans for the protection of Allah's worshipers against annihila- 
tion were of the utmost importance, the Prophet's trust and 
confidence had to be guarded with special care. Occasions for 
scrupulously respecting the trust and confidence of other human 
beings occur every day in our lives, and few of us can claim any- 
thing like perfection in this respect. It is a singular honor and 



29. O you who believe! If you fear Allah, He will give 
you discrimination [between right and wrong] and 
will remit from you your sins, and forgive you. Allah's 
grace is tremendous. 

30. And when those who disbelieve plot against you 
[0 Muhammad] to fatally wound you, kill you, or drive 
you out; they plot, but Allah [also] plots; and Allah is 
the best of plotters. 

31. And when Our signs are recited to them they say: 
"We have heard. Had we wished we could have said 
the like of this. This is nothing but the legends of the 
men of old." 

32. And [remember] when they said: "0 Allah! If this 
is indeed the truth from You, then rain down upon us 
stones from the sky or bring upon us some painful 
torment." 

33. But Allah would not punish them while you were 
with them, nor will He punish them while they seek 
forgiveness. 



distinction of the Prophet Muhammad, (may Allah's blessings and 
peace be upon him), that he was entirely true to every trust ever 
placed upon him, and so was known by the title, al-Amln, the 
Trustworthy, even before his Prophecy. 
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34. What [plea] have they that Allah should not punish 
them, when they debar [His servants] from the Sacred 
Mosque, though they are not its guardians. Its 
guardians are only those who fear [Allah]. But most of 
them do not know. 

35. And their worship at the House is nothing but 

whistling and hand-clapping. Therefore [it is said to 

them]: "Taste of the torment because of your disbe- 
lief!"^ 

36. Those who disbelieve spend their wealth in order 
that they may debar [others] from the way of Allah. 
They will spend it; then it will become an anguish for 
them; then they will be vanquished. And those who 
disbelieve will be gathered to Hell. 377 

37. [This is so] That Allah may separate the wicked 
from the good. The wicked He will place one upon 
another, heap them all together, and consign them to 
Hell. Such are the losers. 

38. Tell those who disbelieve that if they cease [perse- 
cuting the believers] that which is past will be forgiven 



576 The idolatrous Arabs used to circumambulate the Ka c bah 
naked, 'botb-mien and women together, whistling through their 
fingers, and clapping their hands, believing this a form of prayer. 

' 7? Although this verse is of general import, the specific event for 
its revelation was the behavior of Abu Jahl and the other wealthy 
leaders of Quraysh, who urged their army onwards toward Badr and 
took turns in feeding it by slaughtering nine camels one day, and 
ten the next. Allah informs them here that they will witness with 
their own eyes how all they spent afflicts them and how they will be 
vanquished, these defeats and sorrows being merely precursors of 
the greater, more lasting punishment of the life to come. 
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them; but if they repeat [their attacks] then the exam- 
ple of the men of old has already gone [before them, 
as a warning]. 

39. And fight them until persecution is no more, and 
religion is wholly for Allah. But if they cease, then 
Allah will surely see what they do. 

40. And if they turn away, then know that Allah is your 
Protector. The best of protectors, and the best of 
helpers! 
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41. And know [O Muslims] that whatever you take as 
spoils of war, a fifth is for Allah and for the Messen- 
ger, and kinsmen, orphans, the needy, and the 
wayfarer, if you believe in Allah and that which We 
sent down upon Our slave on the day of discrimina- 
tion, the day when the two armies met. And Allah is 
Able to do all things. 

42. [Remember] When you were on the near bank [of 
the valley on the Madlnah side] and they were on the 
farther side, and the caravan was below you [on the 



coastal plain]. And had you set a time to meet one 
another you surely would have failed to keep it, but [it 
happened, as it did, without being planned by either 
of you] that Allah might bring about a thing that had 
to be done; that he who perished [that day] might per- 
ish by a clear proof [of Allah's sovereignty] and that he 
who survived might survive by a clear proof. Allah in 
truth is Hearing, Knowing. 

43. [Remember] When Allah showed them to you [0 
Muhammad] in your dream as few in number, and if 
He had shown them to you as many, you [Muslims] 
would have faltered and would have quarreled over the 
matter. But Allah saved [you]. Surely, Allah knows 
what is in the breasts of men. 

44. And when He made them seem few in your eyes 
when you met them, and made you seem few in their 
eyes, [it was] that Allah might conclude a thing that 
was to be done. And to Allah are all things returned. 

45. you who believe! When you meet an army, hold 
firm and remember Allah much, that you may suc- 
ceed. 
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46. And obey Allah and His Messenger, and dispute 
not with one another lest you falter and your strength 
depart from you; but be steadfast! For Allah is with 
those who are steadfast. 

47. And be not like those who left their homes boast- 
folly and to be seen of men, and to debar [others] 
from the way of Allah, and Allah encompasses all they 
do.^ 8 

48. And [remember] when the Devil made their deeds 
seem fair to them and said: "No man can defeat you 
this day, and I am your protector." But when the 
armies came in sight of one another, he turned on his 
heels, saying: "I have nothing to do with you. I see that 
which you see not. I fear Allah, and Allah is severe in 
punishment." 

49. [Remember] When the hypocrites and those in 
whose hearts is a disease said: "Their religion has 
deluded these [Muslims]." Whoever puts his trust in 
Allah [will find that] Allah is indeed August, Wise. 

50. If you could see how the angels take the souls of 
those who disbelieve, striking their faces and their 
backs and [saying]: "Taste the torment of the blaze!" 
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51. This is for what your own hands have sent before 
you [to the Judgement], and [know] that Allah is not 
unjust to His slaves. 

52. [Their way is] Like the way of Pharaoh's people 
and those before them; they disbelieved the signs of 
Allah, and Allah took them for their sins. Surely, Allah 
is Strong, severe in punishment. 



37 8 Specifically, the people referred to here are again Abu Jahl 
and the leaders of Quraysh. Their motives in marching against the 
Muslims were often to show off, individually amongst themselves, 
and collectively to all the Arab tribes, their supposed superiority 
and valor. Their cause, for the most part, boiled down to nothing 
more than defending their own position and renown. 
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53. That is because Allah never changes the blessing 
He has bestowed on any people until they first change 
that which is in themselves, and because Allah is 
Hearing, Knowing. 

54. [Their way is] Like the way of Pharaoh's people 
and those before them; they denied the signs of their 
Lord, so We destroyed them for their sins. And We 
drowned the people of Pharaoh. All were unjust 



56. Those of them with whom you made a pact, and 
then at every opportunity break their pact, and they do 
not fear [Allah]. ^ 

57. If you overcome them in the war, deal with them 
so as to disperse those who are/behind them, that per- 
haps they may take heed. 

58. And if you fear treachery from any people, then 
throw back to them [their treaty] fairly. For Allah loves 
not the treacherous. 

59. And let not those who disbelieve suppose that they 
can outstrip [Allah's purpose]. For they cannot 
escape. 

60. And make ready for them all you can of [armed] 
force and of horses tethered, that you may put fear 
into the enemy of Allah and your enemy, and others 
beside them whom you do not know, but whom Allah 
knows. Whatsoever you spend in the way of Allah it 
will be repaid to you in full and you will not be 
wronged. '.. . 



55. The worst of beasts in Allah's sight are those who 61. And if they lean toward peace, lean to it, and trust 
have disbelieved; they will not believe. ' in Allah, for He is the Hearing, the Knowing. 380 



379 The people referred to in the above verse are the Banu 
Qurayzah, a Jewish tribe of Madlnah that had entered into a treaty 
with the Muslims. Believing that the Muslims would be defeated, 
they betrayed them, and joined the idolaters. Later the Banu 
Qurayzah claimed that they had simply forgotten about the treaty, 
and a new treaty was signed between them and the Prophet (may 
Allah's blessings and peace be upon him). They again broke that 
treaty during the Battle of the Trench, helping the idolaters and 
joining them. 



380 There is no merit in war for its own sake; rather, such war is 
a sin. Fighting is a duty, reluctantiy engaged in for the sake of 
Allah in upholding justice, tolerance, and the revealed law. Even in 
the midst of battle, if the other side shows inclinations toward 
peace, the Muslim forces must also be ready to treat. 
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62. And if they would deceive you, then Allah is suffi- 
cient for you. He it is who supported you with His help 
and with the believers. 

63. And [as for the believers] He has united their 
hearts. Had you spent all that is. in the earth you could 
not have united their hearts, but. Allah has united 
them. Surely, He is- August, Wise. 381 

64. Prophet! Allah is sufficient for you and those 
who follow you of the believers. 

65. Prophet! Urge the believers to fight. If there be 
of you twenty steadfast they shall, overcome two hun- 
dred, and if there be of you a hundred steadfast they 
shall overcome a thousand of those who disbelieve, 
because they [the disbelievers] are a people without 
understanding. 

66. Now has Allah lightened your burden, for He 
knows that there is weakness in you. So if there be of 
you a hundred steadfast they shall overcome two hun- 
dred, and if there be of you a thousand they shall 
overcome two thousand by permission of Allah and 
Allah is with the steadfast. 

67. It is not for any Prophet to have captives until he 
has made slaughter in the land. You desire the things 
of this world and Allah desires [for you] the Hereafter, 
and Allah is August, Wise/ 2 
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68. Had it not been for the previous decree of Allah, a 
formidable torment would have come upon you on 
account of what you took. 

69. Now use what you have won; it is lawful and good. 
And fear Allah. Allah is indeed Forgiving, Compas- 
sionate. 



3 81 It is Allah alone Who unites or disunites hearts. He is the One 
Who creates each human soul with its possibilities, inclinations 
and weaknesses. Human souls are united or- disunited over many 
things, but through the power of Allah, their unification within 
Islam can display an astonishing degree of understanding, love, 
and sacrifice. The specific case referred to here is that of the two 
Arab tribes of Madlnah, the Aws and Khazraj, who were constantiy 
at war with each other before the advent of the Prophet (may 
Allah's blessings and peace, be upon him). Much blood was spilled 
through generations of their seemingly, endless feud. But when 
Allah chose to bless them with Islam, their blood-feud evaporated 
without a trace. The two tribes- became closer than if they were 
one, competing only in serving Allah and His Prophet (may Allah's 
blessings and peace be upon him). 



3 82 This and the following verses were revealed concerning the 
first prisoners of war in Islam. During the Battie of Badr, the Mus- 
lims took 70 prisoners from the idolaters. The Prophet (may 
Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) consulted his compan- 
ions about what to do with these prisoners of war, and in the end, 
decided to accept ransom for them from the Makkans. This was 
done concerning all the prisoners except for two particularly evil 
men who were executed. 

It should be pointed out here that although Allah reprimands the 
Muslims, saying: "You desire the things of this world and Allah 
desires [for you] the Hereafter," the desire in question was only in 
order to use the things of this world to strengthen the Muslim 
community in protecting the Prophet and their religion from the 
rest of Arabia arrayed against them. 
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70. Prophet! Say to those captives who are in your 
hands: "If Allah knows of any good in your hearts He 
will give you better than that which has been taken 



from you and will forgive you. And Allah is Forgiving, 
Compassionate." 383 

71. And if they would betray you, they betrayed Allah 
before, and He gave [you] power over them. Allah is 
Knowing, Wise. 

72. Those who believed and left their homes and 
strove with their wealth and their lives for the cause of 
Allah, and those who took them in and helped them; 
these are allies of one another. 384 And those who 
believed but did not leave their homes, you have no 
duty to protect them till they leave their homes; but if 
they seek help from you in the matter of religion then 
it is your duty to help [them] except against a people 
between whom and you there is a treaty. And Allah 
sees of what you do. 

73. And those who disbelieve are allies of one another, 
if you do not do it [ally yourselves], there will be suf- 
fering in the land, and great corruption. 

74. Those who believed and left their homes and 
strove for the cause of Allah, and those who took them 
in and helped them, these are the believers in truth. 
For them is forgiveness, and a generous provision. 

75. And those who afterwards believed and left their 
homes and strove along with you, they are of you; and 
kinsmen are nearer one to another in the law of Allah. 
Indeed, Allah knows all things. 385 



383 This consolation to the prisoners of war, in its highest sense 
meant the blessing of Islam, but even in a material sense, there 
was great good fortune awaiting them. Such was the case of al- 
c Abbas, the uncle of the Prophet (may Allah's blessings and peace 
be upon him), who was among the prisoners. c Abbas had never 
openly declared his Islam, although he had been sending news of 
what was happening in Makkah to the Prophet (may Allah's bless- 
ings and peace be upon him). Together with many others of the 
tribe of Hashim, c Abbas was forced to accompany the army to 
Badr. Once he was taken prisoner he told the Prophet (may Allah's 
blessings and peace be upon- him) he should not be ransomed 
since he was a Muslim. However, the Prophet (may Allah's bless- 
ings and peace be upon him) replied that since he had not openly 
declared his Islam the legal judgement would be according to 
outer appearances and he would have to ransom himself and his 
nephews. Even so, in this verse, Allah promised to compensate 
those whose hearts were good with more than was taken from 
them, and indeed in later years, Abbas was heard saying that he 
wished they had taken much more from him that day since Allah's 
promise had been amply fulfilled in terms of material wealth and 
he was eagerly awaiting its fulfillment in terms of forgiveness. 



384 j^ e reference here is to the Muhdjirtin and the Ansdr (the Emi- 
grants from Makkah and the Helpers of Madlnah). These two 
groups, the one who forsook their homes and adopted voluntary 
exile with their beloved Prophet (may the blessings and peace of 
Allah be upon him), and the other, their brethren in Madlnah, who 
gave them refuge and every kind of assistance, were welded by the 
Prophet (may the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) into 
one community with stronger bonds than the bonds of blood. In 
those early days, when the Emigrants were completely cut off from 
their families, they were even treated as blood relatives in matters 
of inheritance. 

385 Temporary rights of mutual inheritance established between 
the early Emigrants and Helpers did not apply to later recruits, 
who would come into the community of Islam under entirely dif- 
ferent circumstances. Once the conditions in Madlnah became 
normal, the earlier legislation was abrogated in favor of that which 
was destined to remain the law for mankind till the end of time. 
Blood relatives inherit from each other according to the propor- 
tions stated by Allah in Qur'an. Brotherhood in Islam is no longer 
a cause for legislated inheritance. 
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...... ■-•< SURAH 9 

AT-TAWBAH 

Reuealed at Madlnah 

The usual name of the surah comes from verse 104, which is 
about repentance. Other names are also used, the most 
common of which is Bara'ah (Immunity). It is debatable 
whether this is a separate surah, or should be considered an 
extension of the surah preceding it, as it is not prefixed with 
the Basmalah. However, since, without a Basmalah at the 
beginning of this surah, the Qur'an still contains 114 Bas- 
malah, one being included within the text of Suratu'n-Naml, 
the number conforms to the number of surahs in the Qur'an. 
The other fact weighing heavily in favor of at-Tatubah being 
a separate surah is that it is a declaration of war and such a 
declaration is not usually preceded by Allah's names of 
mercy and compassion. 

In the ninth year of the emigration, the Companion, Abu 
Bakr, was given the task of taking the pilgrims to Makkah. 
At that time, the surah began to be revealed. The Prophet 
(may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him) appointed 
the Companion, c AlI, to announce verses 1-29 to the pil- 
grims. These verses contained the proclamation that the 
idolaters were not to be permitted to enter the Sacred Sanc- 
tuary of Makkah. They were given four months in which to 
repent, after which they would be in a state of war with the 
Muslim community. The beginning of the surah is an ulti- 
matum to the idolaters of Arabia. The rest of the surah 
concerns the Tabuk campaign against the Byzantines. 

REPENTANCE 

1. [This is] A declaration of immunity from Allah and 
His Messenger to those polytheists with whom you 
have made pacts. 

2. So, you may travel in the land for four months 
[more], but know that you cannot escape Allah, and 
that He will humiliate the disbelievers. 

3. And a proclamation from Allah and His Messenger 
to all people on the day of the Greater Pilgrimage that 
Allah and His Messenger are free from obligation to 
the polytheists. So if you repent, it will be better for 
you; but if you turn away know that you cannot escape 
Allah. And give the good news of a painful punish- 
ment to those who disbelieve. 386 

4. Except those of the polytheists with whom you 
[Muslims] have made a pact and who have not later 



. ... , AX y^ x SAX SAX SAX SAX SAX SAX SAX SAX SAX A\ SAX SAX. SAX 

sax sa£. S££ ^> <£_, ^— , ^jr, svsv+s_\*sjv*s ^^ J>" J ^_^y w/ wy \.w \v/. 




1 






$ 



$ 



**> /> /a\ ww SAt*. . ws , ,i*x y>vx /a\ - */vv ^>vx /a\ /a\ sax sa.\. /a\ sax , sax sax sax sA^y/ 
v5y v3y v*y vvy nv>" "-xfs \v/ w/ w \yy v»v ^x*s *&s w/ v*x ws fsfr ^7s >5rs 



violated it, nor have supported anyone against you. So 
fulfill their pact to its term. Allah loves those who fear 
[Him]. 

5. But when the sacred months are over, slay the poly- 
theists wherever you find them, and take them 
[captive] and besiege them, and lie in ambush for 
them everywhere. But if they repent and establish the 
ritual prayer and pay the zakat, let them go their way. 
Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 

6. And, if any polytheist seeks your protection, then 
protect him so that he may hear the word of Allah, 
then convey him to a place of safety. That is because 
they are a people who do not know. 



386 The Arabic word, bashshir means to give good news, or glad 
tidings, but it can also be used in a derisory manner as in a prom- 
ise of doom. 
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7. How can there be a pact with Allah and with His 
Messenger for the polytheists except those with whom 
you have made a pact at the Sacred Mosque? So long 
as they are true to you, be true to them. For Allah loves 
the God-fearing. 

8. How [can there be a pact] when, when they have the 
advantage over you, they do not respect ties of kinship 
or agreements with you? They [try to] please you with 
their tongues, but their hearts refuse; and most of 
them are corrupt 



9. They have sold the signs of Allah for a trifling price, 
so they debar [people] from His path. Evil, indeed, is 
what they do. 

10. They respect neither kinship nor agreement with a 
believer. These are the transgressors. 

11. Yet if they repent and establish the ritual prayer and 
pay the zakdt, then they shall become your brothers in 
religion. We explain the signs in detail for those who 

know. 

12. But if they break their oaths after their pact and 
assail your religion — for they have no binding oaths — 
then fight the heads of disbelief that they may desist. 

13. Will you not fight a people who have broken their 
oaths and intended to drive out the Messenger and 
attacked you first? Do you fear them? Surely Allah is 
more worthy of your fear, if you are believers. 
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14. Fight them! Allah will torment them by your hands 
and humiliate them and give you victory over them and 
heal the breasts of a believing people. 

15. And He will remove the anger of their hearts. Allah 
accepts the repentance of whom He will. And Allah is 
Knowing, Wise. 387 

16. Or, did you think that you would be left [without 
trial] before Allah had known which of you fought, 
and chose none as a supporter other than Allah and 
His Messenger and the believers? Allah is Aware of 
what you do. 

17. It is not for the polytheists to attend [and main- 
tain] Allah's houses of worship while bearing witness 
against themselves of disbelief. Those, their works are 
in vain, and they shall abide in the Fire perpetually. 

18. None should visit [and maintain] Allah's houses of 
worship except those who believe in Allah and the Last 
Day, establish the ritual prayer and pay the zakdt, and 
fear none but Allah. For such [alone] is it possible that 
they be rightly-guided. 
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19. Have you made the watering of the pilgrims and 
the guardianship of the Sacred Mosque equal [to the 
works of] those who have believed in Allah and the 
Last Day and fought for His cause? They are not equal 
in the sight of Allah, and Allah does not guide the 
unjust. 

20. Those who believe and have left their homes and 
fought for Allah's cause with their wealth and their 
selves are of much greater worth in the sight of Allah. 
They are the triumphant. 



387 People from other regions used to come to the city of 
Madlnah, embrace Islam, and return to their countries. The idol- 
aters, however, would intercept and torture them. In this verse 
Allah warns them. Yet He also promises them that if they repent 
and enter into Islam, their repentance will be accepted. 
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21. Their Lord gives them good tidings of a mercy 
from Him, and His pleasure, and of gardens for them, 
wherein is everlasting bliss. 

22. There they will dwell forever. Allah does indeed 
have a tremendous reward. 

23. you who believe! Do not take your fathers and 
brothers to be your allies if they prefer disbelief to 
belief. Whoever of you takes them for allies; such are 
the unjust. 



388 Having conquered Makkah the Prophet (may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace) marched, with about twelve thousand sol- 
diers—all enthusiastic and confident men— upon the Hawazin 
and the Thaqlf tribes around the city of Ta'if, who, alarmed at 
Islam's victory, were preparing an army of about 4,000 men to 
march against Makkah. The battle took place at Hunayn, a valley in 
the mountainous area between Ta'if and Makkah. At first, the bat- 
tle seemed to be going the way of the Muslims, but the Muslims 



24. Say: If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your 
wives, your tribe, the wealth you have gained, the com- 
merce you fear may slacken,, and the homes you love 
are dearer to you than Allah and His Messenger and 
the struggle in His cause, then wait until Allah brings 
about His command. Allah does not guide the corrupt. 

25. Allah has already helped you on many fields and 
on the day of Hunayn; while you were pleased with 
your great numbers,, it availed you nothing. The earth, 
with all its vastness seemed to close in, and you turned 
your backs in retreat 

26. Then Allah sent down His peace upon His Messen- 
ger and the believers and sent [to your aid] invisible 
warriors and punished the disbelievers. Such is the 
reward of disbelievers. 388 



were over-dependent on their.numbers and strength of their belief, 
and forgot the enemy's advantage of knowing the hilly ground 
thoroughly. Many Muslims were slain in ambush, and many others 
turned back inmnfusion and retreat. The Blessed Prophet howev- 
er, always refied solely upon Allah,, remained calm, rallied his 
forces, and dealt the enemy a crushing defeat. 
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27. Then afterward Allah . relented toward those He 
willed; for Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 

28. you who believe! The polytheists are impure, 
therefore, let them not approach the Sacred Mosque 
after this year of theirs [has ended]. If you fear poverty 
Allah will enrich you through His bounty if He will. 
Allah is Knowing, Wise. . 

29. Fight against those from among the People of the 
Book who do not believe in Allah nor the Last Day; 
who do not forbid what Allah and His Messenger have 
forbidden, and who do not adopt the religion of truth; 
until they pay the tribute out of hand, utterly subdued. 
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30. The Jews say c Uzayr is the son of Allah, and the 
Christians say the Messiah is the son of Allah. Such is 
what they say with their own mouths, imitating those 
who disbelieved of old. May Allah defeat them! How 
perverse they are! 389 

31. They have made their rabbis and their monks and 
the Messiah the son of Mary into lords besides Allah; 
though they were only ordered to worship one god. 
There is no god but He! Transcendent is He above 
what they associate [with Him]. 



3 8 9 The Torah, the book which Moses received from Allah, is fre- 
quently referred to in the Qur'an and: is recognized in Islam as 
having been an inspired Book. But the Torah today is not the one 
which was revealed to Moses, nor does it contain any of the 
Tablets which he had received. When, in the fourth century BC, it 
became apparent that the Torah was in need of reconstruction, 
certain priests and scribes headed by - c Uzayr promulgated a new 
code. 



c Uzayr was an able scribe who had been an astrologer during the 
Babylonian captivity. It is said that he was inspired to rewrite the 
Torah. So indebted did the Jews feel to him for this service, that 
some of them regarded him as a son of Allah. 

Christians still call Christ the "son of God." Both groups who 
indulge in this are therefore "polytheists." 
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32. They wish to extinguish the light of Allah with 
their mouths, but Allah refuses but to perfect His 
light, though the disbelievers detest it 

33 . It is He who has sent His messenger with the guid- 
ance and the religion of truth to make it supreme 
above all other religions, though the polytheists may 
dislike it. 

34. you who believe! Indeed many of the rabbis and 
the monks devour the wealth of people by false means 
and debar them from the way of Allah. Those 



who hoard up gold and silver and do' not spend it in 
the way of Allah; give them tidings of a painful tor- 
ment.^ 

35. The day shall come when [their treasures] shall be 
heated in the fire of Hell; then their foreheads, sides 
and backs shall be branded with them [saying]: "Here 
is that treasure you hoarded up for yourselves; taste 
now what you had been hoarding!" 

36. The number of the months with Allah has been 
twelve, in the Book of Allah, since the time He created 
the heavens and the earth. Four of them are sacred. 
That is the right religion. So do not wrong yourselves 
during them. And fight ±e -polytheists altogether just 
as they themselves fight against you altogether. And 
know that Allah is with the God-fearing. 



39° The things of this world may capture one's mind and make 
him give up his moral code. People may even abandon their belief 
in Allah for this. In the history of medieval Europe this was most 
strikingly exemplified. Habbis and priests made their office a step- 
ping-stone to worldly power and possessions. The Monastic 
Orders for example, in which individuals took vows of poverty, 
became so rich with corporate property that their wealth became a 
scandal even among their own people. Such are the dangers of cre- 
ating official religious hierarchies. In a Muslim context, however, 



the verse primarily refers to those who are wealthy, yet too avari- 
cious to give the zakat due on their own possessions. As with all 
evil deeds, the punishment is the deed in question recoiling into 
their faces in the hereafter, in the terrifying form which is the real- 
ity of the deed in that dimension. 
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37. Postponement of a sacred month is only an excess 
of disbelief, whereby the disbelievers go astray. They 
allow it one year and forbid it the next, that they might 
make up the number of months which Allah has made 
sacred, so that they allow that which Allah has forbid- 
den. The evil of their deeds is made to seem fair to 
them. And Allah does not guide the disbelievers. 391 

38. you who believe! What is it with you that when 
you are asked to go forth in the cause of Allah you 
cling heavily to the earth? Do you prefer the life of this 
world to the Hereafter? But little is the comfort of this 
life as compared with the Hereafter. 392 

39. If you do not .go forth, He will, torment you with a 
painful torment and replace you with other people. 
You will in no way harm Him. Allah is able to do all 
things. 



XAV /A\ /fr\N / A\ /AX SA\ /A\ A\ /AN. /AX /AN /AX /AX /AX /AX TAX /AX /AX /AX 
J,<s>/s \W" w/ v*y \v/ vv.x \v/ v*v wx -cvy \v/ wv \v/ vw w w/ \v/ v*v xvv^.v 






^JP^Ijt^u! 



*4lil<u)L£^j 



40. If you do not support him [the Prophet], [know 
that] it was Allah who helped him before when the 
disbelievers expelled him. When the two were in the 
cave he said to his companion: "Do not despair, for 
Allah is with us." Then Allah caused His peace to 
descend upon him and supported him with invisible 
forces and made the word of the disbelievers the lower 
and the word of Allah the higher. And Allah is August, 
Wise. 



391 There was a long-established custom among Arabs that four 
of the twelve months of the year were a period in which fighting of 
any kind was forbidden. These were Dhti'l-Qa c dah, Dhu'I-Hajjah, 
Muharram and Rajab. Since the first three come one after the other, 
resulting in a long period without fighting, those Arabs who main- 
tained themselves through raiding other tribes used to change the 
months about, or add to or deduct from them as they liked, in 
order to get an unfair advantage over their enemies. Islam, while 
condemning all internecine strife, took steps to ensure that the 
sanctity of the Sacred Months was preserved, especially since at 
this time the pilgrim caravans would be on the move. 



392 The surah now turns to affairs in the North. The Byzantines, 
who, since the time of the Edict of Theodosius, had put to death 
all who refused to follow the Orthodox faith, were said to be 
preparing to invade Arabia and exterminate the Muslims. Despite 
the hypocrites' propaganda, the Prophet (may Allah bless him and 
grant him peace) collected about 30,000 soldiers and marched to 
Tabuk, a place near the Byzantine frontier. He was expecting to 
confront an army of 40,000 soldiers, but the enemy was nowhere 
to be seen. The Prophet made some alliances with Christian and 
Jewish tribes in the area and returned to Madlnah. The next few 
verses expose the attitudes of the hypocrites. 
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41. March forth, lightly or heavily armed, and strive 
with your wealth and your lives in the way of Allah. 
That is best for you if you but knew it. 393 

42. Had it been an immediate gain or a moderate jour- 
ney they would have followed you, but the distance 
seemed too far to them. Yet they will swear by Allah: 
"If we had been able we would surely have set out with 
you." They destroy themselves, and Allah knows they 
are liars. 394 



43. May Allah pardon you! Why did you give them 
leave [to stay behind] before it became clear to you 
who spoke the truth and you knew who were the liars? 

44. Those who believe in Allah and the Last Day will 
never ask you to exempt them from fighting with their 
wealth and their lives. Allah knows the God-fearing. 

45. Only those ask you leave, who do not believe in 
Allah and the Last Day and whose hearts doubt, so 
that they waver in their doubt. 

46. If they had wished to go forth they would surely 
have made some preparation for it, but Allah disliked 
their being sent forth, so He held them back and they 
were told: "Stay behind with those who stay behind 
[like women and children]!" 

47. If they had gone forth with you they would have 
added nothing but mischief to you and they would 
have spread through your ranks, seeking to cause 
sedition among you. And there would have been some 
among you who would have listened to them. Allah 
knows the unjust 



393 This commandment denotes the. type of armament one 
should take, and means that one may go out on. foot and mounted. 
It also implies that everyone is called. All people can and should 
join, whether experienced or not. Those who were too poor or eld- 
erly to contribute were later exempted, (see verse 91.) 



m The hypocrites produced false excuses so as not to join the 
Tabuk campaign, which took place in the summer heat, and at the 
time of the date-harvest in Madlnah. The Prophet knew all their 
oaths were false, but he let them stay behind, as he also knew that 
their attendance would bring no benefit to his army. 
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48. Indeed they had plotted sedition before and upset 
matters for you until the Truth arrived and the decree 
of Allah gained the upper hand and they disliked it. 

49. There is one among them who says: "Give me 
leave [to stay behind] and do not expose me to tempta- 
tion." Surely they have already fallen into temptation. 
Hell is surrounding the disbelievers. 395 

50. If a good thing comes to you, it grieves them, but 
if a disaster befalls you, they say: "We took indeed our 
precautions beforehand!" and they turn away rejoic- 
ing. 

5 1. Say: "Nothing will befall us except what Allah has 
ordained for us. He is our Protector. In Allah let the 
believers put their trust." 

52. Say. "Are you waiting for anything to befall us 
except one of the two best things [martyrdom or victo- 
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395 some hypocrites claimed exemption from service in the 
Tabuk campaign, pleading that they could not withstand the 
charms of the women of the enemy. By making such pleas, howev- 
er they merely announced that they had already fallen into a 
different kind of temptation: that of cowardice and sloth. 



ry]? But we expect for you that Allah will send a tor- 
ment from Him, or by our hands. So wait, if you will, 
we too, are waiting with you." 

53. Say. "Whether you give willingly or with reluctance 
it will not be accepted from you, because you are a cor- 
rupt people. "« 6 

54. Their offerings shall not be accepted from them 
because they have denied Allah and His Messenger, 
and they come to the ritual prayer halfheartedly, and 
they offer contributions unwillingly. . t 

^The Hypocrites, who secretly plotted against the believers, 
from time to time made a show of contributing something to the 
Islamic cause, in order to maintain their pretence. Their contribu- 
tions, however, were not acceptable, because there was sickness in 
their hearts. 
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55. So let neither their wealth nor their children please 
you [0 Muhammad]. For Allah wills to torment them 
with these things in the life of the world, and that 
their souls shall pass away while they are disbelievers, 

56. They swear by Allah that they are [believers] like 
you while, they are not of you, but they are a people 
afraid. 

57. Were they to find a shelter, or caves, or any hiding- 
place, they would run to it frantically. 



58. There are some among them who find fault with 
you in the matter of charity. If a share is given them 
they are pleased but if they receive-nothing, they grow 
resentful. 397 . " 

59. If only they had been content with what Allah and 
His Messenger have given them, and had said: "Allah 
is Sufficient for us. He will provide us in abundance 
out of His Own bounty, and so will His. Messenger. To 
Allah we turn our hopes." 

60. Charity is only for the poor and the needy, and 
those who collect it and for those whose hearts are to 
be reconciled, and for the ransom of captives and 
debtors, and for. the way of Allah, and for the wayfar- 
ers. This is an obligatory duty from Allah, and Allah is 
Knowing, Wise. 398 • 

61. There are some among them who injure the 
Prophet, saying: "He listens [to everyone, and is dis- 
posed to believe]." Say: "He hears only what is best for 
you. He believes- in Allah and trusts the believers. He is 
a mercy to those who have believed among you. Those 
who injure the Messenger of Allah, there is a painful 
punishment for them." 



397 Sadaqah: alms, charity, is that which is given in Allah's name, 398 T he charity in question in this verse is the obligatory zakat, 
mainly to the poor and needy, and to the associated purposes spec- one of the five pillars of Islam. "The way of Allah" refers to jihad, 
ified in verse 60 below. Zakat is the regular and binding charity in the armed struggle to restore the supremacy of the word of Allah, 
an organized Muslim community, usually one-fortieth of mer- 
chandise and one tenth of fruits of the earth. Further details are 
given in the hadiths of the Prophet, and in the classical works of ' 

Islamic law. 
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62. They swear in the name of Allah in order to please 
you [Muslims]; When it is Allah and His messenger 
whom they should rightfully please if they are believ- 



ers. 



63. Do they no.t know that whoever opposes Allah and 
His Messenger, the fire of Hell shall be for him, to 
abide therein perpetually? That is the great humilia- 
tion. 

64. The hypocrites are afraid lest a surah should be 
sent down about them, telling them what is in their 
hearts. Say: "Go on mocking. Allah will surely bring to 
light what you fear." 

65. If you question them, they will say: "We were only 
jesting and making merry." Ask them: "Is it Allah, His 
signs, and His Messenger that you are mocking?" 

66. Do not apologize now; you have disbelieved after 
your [testimony of] belief. Even if We pardon some of 
you We will surely punish others, for they are crimi- 
nal. 

67. The hypocrites, both men and women, are of one 
another. They enjoin evil and forbid good, and they 
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withhold their hand [from spending for the cause of 
Allah]. They have forgotten Allah, so He has forgotten 
them. Indeed the hypocrites are those who are cor- 
rupt. 

68. Allah has promised the hypocrites, both men and 
women, and the disbelievers, the fire of Hell wherein 
they shall abide forever. That is a sufficient recom- 
pense for them. The curse of Allah is upon them, and 
theirs shall be a lasting torment. 399 



399 A "curse," here as elsewhere, is the deprivation of grace and 
mercy brought about by the rejection of mercy. 
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69. As was the case of those before you — they were 
mightier than you in power and possessed more 
wealth and children — they enjoyed their portion [of 
the good things], and you have enjoyed your portion 
[of the good things] as they did. And you indulge in 
idle talk as they did. But their works are in vain in this 
world and in the Hereafter. Those, they are the losers. 

70. Has not the story reached them of those who went 
before them, the people of Noah, c Ad, Thamud, the 
people of Abraham, and the dwellers of 



Madyan and of the overturned cities? Their Messen- 
gers came to them with clear signs; then Allah would 
not wrong them. But they wronged themselves. 400 

71. And the believers, men and women, are allies to 
each other; they enjoin what is good and forbid what 
is evil, and they establish the ritual prayer and pay the 
zakdt and obey Allah and His Messenger. On these, 
Allah will have mercy. Allah is August, Wise. 

72. Allah has promised the believers, men and 
women, gardens beneath which rivers flow, to dwell 
therein, and beautiful mansions in the Gardens of 
Eden. And the good pleasure of Allah, that is greater 
still That is the supreme triumph. 



The "overturned cities" were Sodom and Gomorrah, to 



whom Lot had preached in v 



/aim,(See 7:80-, 
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73. Prophet! Strive against the disbelievers and hyp- 
ocrites. Be harsh with them. Their ultimate abode is 
hell; an evil end. 

74. They swear by Allah that they said nothing [evil] 
yet they did say the word of disbelief and did disbelieve 
after entering Islam. They intended to do what they 
were not able to carry out. Yet they had no reason to be 
spiteful, except perhaps because Allah and His Mes- 
senger had enriched them. If they repent it will indeed 
be better for them; but if they turn away, Allah will tor- 
ment them with a painful torment in the world and in 
the Hereafter, and they have none on earth to protect 
or help them. 401 

75. Some of them made a pledge with Allah [saying]: 
"If He gives us of His bounty we will give charity and 
be of the virtuous." 

76. But when Allah did bestow of His bounty, they 
became avaricious, turning their backs, hurrying away. 



401 The specific reference here is to a plot made by the Prophet's 
enemies to murder him when he was returning from Tabuk. The . 
plot failed. But it was all the more evil in that some of the conspir- 
ators were among the men of Madlnah, who were enriched by the 
general prosperity that followed the peace and good government 
established through Islam in Madlnah. Trade flourished and jus- 
tice was firmly administered with an even hand. Yet the only 
transaction that these men were capable of making was the return 
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77. So He cast hypocrisy into their hearts until the day 
when they shall meet Him because they broke their 
promise to Allah and because they lied. 

78. Did they not know that Allah knows their secret 
[thoughts] and secret counsels and that Allah knows 
what is hidden? 

79. As for those that slander the believers who give 
freely in chanty and scoff at those who find nothing to 
give except their own endeavors, Allah will scoff at 
them. Theirs shall be a painful torment. 



of evil for good. Islam did not satisfy their evil intentions, but 
rather aimed at .suppressing selfishness, upheld the rights of the 
poorest and humblest, and judged human worth on spiritual 
rather than material or social grounds. 
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80. Whether you ask forgiveness for them or not — if 
you ask forgiveness for them seventy times — Allah will 
not forgive them. That is because they have disbe- 
lieved in Allah and His Messenger, and Allah does not 
guide the corrupt 402 

81. Those who were left behind rejoiced at remaining 
behind the Messenger of Allah, for they did not like to 
fight in the way of Allah with their wealth and their 
lives. They said: "Do not go forth in this heat!" Say to 



them: "The fire of Hell is far hotter." If only they could 
understand! 

82. So let them laugh a little; much will they weep, as 
the reward of what they earned. 

83. If Allah brings you back [from the war] to a group 
of them and they ask leave to march with you, say: 
"You shall not march with me, nor shall you fight with 
me against an enemy. You were content to stay behind 
on the first occasion, so stay with those who remain 
behind!" 

84. And never pray for one of them who dies, nor 
stand by his grave. For they disbelieved in Allah and 
His Messenger and died while they were corrupt. 

85. And let neither their wealth nor their children 
please you; for Allah wills to torment them with these 
in this world and that their souls shall pass away while 
they are disbelievers. 403 

86. Whenever a surah is sent down [saying]: "Believe in 
Allah and fight along with His Messenger," the men 
of wealth among them still ask you to excuse them, 

saying: "Leave us with those who stay behind." 



402 c Abd-Allah ibn Ubayy, the chief of the hypocrites, was ill and 
about to die. His son asked the Prophet to pray for him. Since the 
son was a very sincere Muslim, the Prophet could not refuse him, 
and pleaded for Allah to forgive the father. This verse was then 
revealed. 

403 Except for the absence of the word "life," this verse repeats 
verse 55 above. The repetition indicates the harmonious closing of 
the same argument in two aspects. In 9:55 it occurred in connec- 
tion with the reasons for refusing to receive the contributions of 



such people to the expenses of an enterprise which, though vital to 
Islam's defense, was secretiy opposed by them. Here, in verse 85, 
it is a question of refusing to participate in the funeral rites of such 
people after their death; and so the omission of the word "life." 
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87. They were content to be with those who stayed 
behind; a seal was set upon their hearts, therefore they 
do not understand. 

88. But the Messenger and the believers with him have 
struggled with their possessions and their lives. Theirs 
will be the good things. They are the successful. 

89. Allah has prepared for them gardens beneath 
which rivers flow, in which they shall abide perpetual- 
ly. That is the tremendous triumph. 

90. Some Arabs of the desert come with excuses, beg- 
ging leave to stay behind, while those who lied to 
Allah and His messenger sat at home. The disbelievers 
among them will be afflicted with a painful torment. 

91. It shall be no offense for the feeble, the sick, and 
those lacking the means to contribute [to the war, to 
stay behind] if they are true to Allah and His messen- 
ger. There is no blame for those who behave with 
excellence. Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 404 
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t°<* For those who are weak in body,, on, account of age, sex, 
infirmity, or illness, there is no blame for not. taking part in mili- 
tary action. Neither are they who are too poor to contribute worthy 
of'anv blame. "Being true to Allah and His Messenger" and 
"behaving with excellence" not only refer here to the sincerity of 
excuse of the people who are prevented from joining a campaign, 
but also to their behavior while the army is away. One would be 
expected to uphold the social fabric of the home front, to quell 
panic, and to help the wounded and support the families of those 
who are fighting at the front. Such services and the knowledge that 
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92. Nor [is there any blame] on those who came to 
you, to be provided with mounts, and when you said to 
them: "I am unable to provide you with mounts," they 
returned with tears streaming from their eyes, grieving 
that they had nothing to spend. 405 

93. Blame is only against those who ask you exemp- 
tion although they are rich. They are content to remain 
with those who stay behind. Allah has set a seal upon 
their hearts; therefore they do not know [the conse- 
quences of their actions]. 



they are faithfully being carried out can play an, important role in 
an armv's victory. - ■.. 

^ Some companions of the Prophet were too poor to own a 
horse or camel, suitable clothes, or even the necessary food to be 
able to take part in the expedition to Tabuk. They came and 
begged the Prophet to obtain all these things for them. But the 
Prophet had nothing to give them. Their bitter disappointment 
was in proportion to their eagerness to serve. 
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94. They will apologize to you, when you return to 
them. Say: "Make no excuses: we will not believe you. 
Allah has informed us of your news. Allah and His 
Messenger see what you do; then you shall be returned 
to Him Who knows the unseen and the seen, and He 
will inform you of what you did." 

95. When you return to them they will swear to you by 
Allah to leave them alone. So leave them alone. For 
they are unclean. Hell shall be their home, the recom- 
pense for what they earned. 



96. They will swear to you that you may be pleased 
with them. But [even] if you are pleased with them, 
Allah is never pleased with- the corrupt people. 

97. The desert Arabs are the worst in disbelief and 
hypocrisy, and more fitted to be ignorant of the limits 
which Allah has sent down to His Messenger. But 
Allah is Knowing, Wise. 

98. Some desert Arabs regard what they give for the 
cause of Allah as a compulsory fine and wait for some 
misfortune to befall, you. May ill fortune befall them. 
Allah is Hearing, Knowing. 

99. But some of the desert Arabs believe in Allah and 
the Last Day, and regard what they expend as a means 
of bringing them' close to Allah and the prayers of the 
Messenger. Surely this is an [acceptable] offering for 
them, and Allah will admit them to His-mercy. Allah is 
Forgiving, Compassionate. 
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ioo. As for the foremost, the first of the Emigrants and 
the Helpers, and those who followed them with excel- 
lence, Allah is pleased with them and they, too, are 
pleased with Him. He has prepared for them gardens 
beneath which rivers flow, where they shall dwell per- 
petually. That is the tremendous triumph. 

ioi. Some of the desert Arabs around you are hyp- 
ocrites and some of the people of Madlnah; they have 
grown bold in hypocrisy. You do not know them, but 
We know them. Twice We will, torment them; then 
they shall be sent to a formidable torment. 

102. Others have confessed their sins; they have mixed 
a righteous deed with another, evil. Perhaps Allah will 
relent toward them. Allah is indeed Forgiving, Com- 
passionate. 

103. Take from their, wealth charity to cleanse and 
purify them with it, and pray for them; for your 
prayers are a comfort for them, and Allah is Hearing, 
Knowing. 

104. Do they not know that it is Allah Who accepts the 
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repentance of His servants and receives [approves] 
their charity, and that Allah is the Relenting, the Com- 
passionate? 

105. Say: "Work. Allah will surely see your work, and 
His Messenger and the believers. Then you will be 
returned to Him Who knows the unseen and the seen, 
and He will tell you what you did." 

106. There are [yet] others held in waiting for the com- 
mand of Allah. He will either torment or relent toward 
them. Allah is Knowing, Wise. 406 



406 Three categories of hypocrites did not join the Tabuk expedi- 
tion. (1) Those who made excuses whenever they could; so much 
so that it became their habit. For them there was no hope. (2) 
Those who had lapsed, into evil but later felt guilt-stricken and 
ashamed, then repented. They spent their wealth afterwards as a 
compensation. (3) Doubtful cases, for whom Allah's judgement 
came in verse 118. 

There are other incidents of this nature where Madlnans exposed 
to the presence of. the Prophet and Islam were forced to show their 
true colors, as when an object in a darkened room, appearing only 
in outline, reveals its true color only when light shines upon it. 



One such man in Madlnah, by the name of Abu c Amir, was so jeal- 
ous of the Prophet that he converted to Christanity and became a 
priest. He fought against the Prophet at Uhud and Hunayn, after 
which he fled to Damascus, where he asked the population to 
build him a church, and to supply him with soldiers and weapons 
to defeat the Muslims. The next verses tell of another group. 
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107. And there are those who built a mosque by way of 
mischief and unbelief, to disunite the believers, and to 
serve those who had made war on Allah and His mes- 
senger. They swear: "We desired nothing but good," 
but Allah bears witness that they are liars. 

108. Never stand [to pray] there. A place of worship 
founded on piety from the very first day is more wor- 
thy that you should stand [to pray] therein. For there 

407 This well-known group of Madman hypocrites built their 
mosque near the Qubd' Mosque, which was the first mosque built 
by the Muslims upon the Prophet's arrival in Madmah, in order to 
steal its congregation. When the Prophet returned from Tabuk 
they invited him to lead the prayers in their newly built mosque. 
The Prophet w^as about to accept their invitation in order to win 
them over, when the following verse was revealed. The Prophet 
then had the mosque burnt to the ground. 

408 When 70 men from among the Ansar, the people of Madman 
who had received the Makkan emigrants, swore allegiance to the 
Prophet, one of them, c Abd-Allah ibn Hawaiian, asked him: u 
messenger of Allah! What are your Lord's conditions, and yours?'" 
The Prophet replied: 'The condition of allegiance to my Lord is 
that you believe in Him, and do not associate anvone with Him, 



are men in it who love to purify themselves, and Allah 
loves those who purify themselves. 

109. Who is the best: he who founds his building on 
the fear of Allah and His good pleasure, or he who 
builds on the brink of a crumbling precipice so that it 
will fall with him into the fire of Hell? Allah does not 
guide the unjust. 

no. The building they have built will never be free 
from suspicion in their hearts until their hearts are cut 
into pieces, and Allah is Knowing, Wise. 407 

in. Allah has bought from the believers their lives and 
their wealth because the Garden will be theirs. They 
shall fight in the way of Allah, kill, and be killed; that 
is a promise binding upon Allah in the Torah, the 
Gospel, and the Qur'an; and Who is more faithful to 
His promise than Allah? Rejoice then in the bargain 
you have made with Him. That is the tremendous tri- 
umph. 408 



and worship Him. As for my condition, it is to regard me and my 
cause as your cause, and to defend it to the end." They asked: "If 
we act so, what will we receive in return?" "The Garden, in eternal 
life," replied the Messenger. They exclaimed: "What a profitable 
trade! Never will we turn away from this pact, nor will we want it 
to be broken." '■..■.■ 

This "trade" is a promise binding upon Allah in the Torah, 
meaning the original, unchanged Law of Moses; and the Gospel, 
meaning the original, unchanged Gospel of Jesus; and- in the 
Qufan itself. Any other view of redemption is rejected by Islam, 
especially that of the corrupted form of Christianity which holds 
that "another suffered for our sins, and we are redeemed by his 
blood." It is each individual's self-surrender, not the merit of 
another, that counts in each individual's case. 
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in. [They are] Those who are ever repenting, wor- 
shipping, praising, fasting, bowing, prostrating, 
enjoining good and forbidding evil, and observing 
Allah's limits. And give good news to the believers! 409 

113. It is not fitting for the Prophet and the believers to 
pray for the forgiveness of the polytheists, even 
though they be near kin [to them] after it has become 
clear to them that they are the people of Hell. 410 

114. The prayer of Abraham for the forgiveness of his 
father was only because of a promise he had made to 
him; but when it had become clear to him that he [his 
father] was an enemy to Allah, he disowned him. 
Indeed, Abraham was tender-hearted and forbear- 
ing. 411 

115. Allah would never lead a people astray after He 
has guided them until He has made clear to them what 
they should avoid, and Allah has knowledge of all 
things. 

116. Surely to Allah belongs the kingdom of the heav- 
ens and of the earth. He gives life and death. You have 
none besides Allah to protect or help you. 
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117. Allah has relented toward the Prophet, and the 
Emigrants and the Helpers who followed him in the 
hour of hardship, when some of them were on the 
point of losing heart. Then He relented toward them. 
He is Gentle, Compassionate. 412 



409 Sa'ihun, rendered here as u those who are ever fasting," can 
also be interpreted to mean "those who wander in devotion to the 
cause of Allah, admiring and taking admonition from all around 
them, living in austerity, increasing their knowledge of the works 
of Allah, and worshipping Him in gratitude for His blessings." 

410 This is usually understood to refer to the prayer for the dead 
if they die unrepentant after having Islam preached to them, or 
had actively resisted or opposed the faith to the last, or if the per- 
son praying knows that because of the deceased's persistent sin, 
he may be said to have had the doors of mercy closed to him. But 
how is one to know? This knowledge, in the lifetime of the 
Prophet, came from him direcdy concerning certain individuals. 
Since light is no longer available from this source directly for most 
individuals, we must follow the rules of Sharfah. These state that 
everyone thought to have been a Muslim should receive the full 
funeral rites before burial, even those who commit suicide, which 



in Islam is one of the most heinous crimes. 

411 Again, as in earlier verses, this refers to Abraham's uncle, 
Azar, whom he addressed as father; not to his real father, Terah, 
who was a believer. \ _, 

412 Allah relents towards His; creatures. He forgives, inspires 
them to repent, and then accepts: their repentance. Very frequently 
in the Qur'an, Allah mentions or. admonishes the- Companions 
only after the Prophet, not because the Prophet was ever likely to 
err or lose heart, for his heart was well guarded by Allah against 
such things, but in order to comfort the Companions. They loved 
to see themselves associated with him, and even from within the 
Qur'an itself the Prophet was a mercy to them, in effect shielding 
them from the brunt of criticisms in the verses themselves, which, 
in the wisdom of Allah, never allowed them to feel cut off or dis- 
tant from him. 
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n8. And [He turned in mercy] also to the three who 
stayed behind. [They felt guilty] to such a degree that 
the earth became too narrow for them for all its vast- 
ness and their own souls became too narrow for them. 
And they perceived that there is no refuge from Allah 
but to Him. Then He relented toward them that they 
might repent Allah is the Relenting, the Compassion- 
ate. 413 

119. you who believe! Fear Allah, and be with the 
truthful ones. 



120. It was not fitting for the people of Madlnah and 
the desert Arabs who dwell around them to fail to fol- 
low Allah's Messenger and prefer their lives to his life. 
This is because they could suffer no thirst, fatigue, or 
hunger in the way of Allah, and take no step which 
provoked the disbelievers, nor gain advantage over the 
enemy without it being recorded a good to their credit 
Allah never wastes the wages of those who act with 
excellence. . 

121. Nor do they spend any sum, small or great, nor do 
they cross a valley but it is recorded for them, that 
Allah repay them the best of what they did. 

122. It is not right that the believers should go out to 
fight altogether. A band from each community should 
stay behind to instruct themselves in religion and 
warn their people when they return to them so that 
they may take care. 414 



413 This is a reference to three of the believers of Madlnah who 
had found reasons for not marching with the Tabuk expedition, 
and who afterwards deeply regretted their decision. When the 
Prophet returned they refused to offer weak excuses as the hyp- 
ocrites did. The Prophet accepted the hypocrites' excuses easily, 
but in the case of his Companions, they were true believers and as 
such deserved to be disciplined so as to refine their souls, erase 
their sins, and raise their spiritual degrees. They were eventually 
forgiven by Allah through revelation. 



414 After so many verses were .revealed condemning those who 
did not take part in the Tabuk expedition, hardly a single Muslim 
failed to march with the army. Then, this verse was revealed. It is 
not correct to go to war leaving no one behind. But it must be the 
leader who decides who is to go and who is to stay 
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123. you who believe! Fight the disbelievers who are 
near to you, and let them find a harshness in you; and 
know that Allah is with the God-fearing. 

124. And whenever a surah is sent down, some of them 
ask: "Which of you has increased in faith?" As for 
those who believed, it will increase, them in faith and 
they will rejoice. 

125. But as for those whose hearts are diseased it will 
add more foulness to their foulness, and they shall die 
in a state of disbelief. 

126. Do they not see how every year they are tried once 
or twice? Yet they neither repent nor take warning. 

127. And whenever a surah is sent down they glance at 
each other [asking]: "Does anyone see you?" Then 
they depart. Allah has turned their hearts [away] 
because they are people who do notunderstand. 415 
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128. There has come to you a Messenger from among 
yourselves, grievous to whom is your suffering, con- 
cerned for you, to the believers gentle and 
compassionate. 416 

129, Now if they turn away, say: "Allah is sufficient for 
me. There is no god but He. In Him I have put my 
•trust, and -He-is the Lord of the Formidable Throne." 



415 Even disbelievers, in depths of their hearts and consciences, 
feel uncomfortable when they turn. away from faith and truth., In a 
society where faith is openly upheld and the chance of exposure is 
always present, this is even more the case. Their turning aside, is' 
accompanied by furtive glances containing insecure questions, a:s 
was the case amongst the hypocrites in the assemblies of the 
Prophet. • ' ' •, '■'■-■' 

416 In this verse Allah states- that His •Messenger, is. one of us, a 
human being with whom we can feel an affinity,- whom we- can 
take as an example, who. can make us feel comfortable. The differ- 
ence between him and us is stressed elsewhere when Allah says 
that the Prophet is but a, man like us, "but one who i-s capable to 
receive revelation. 

It is also the. stated attribute of the Prophet' that he is julfqf solic- 



" itude for every •member of his community. This held good in his 
lifetime. and still holds good now, as it will hold good on the Day 
of Reckoning. The Prophet" informed us that after his death our 
deeds would be shown to him and he would rejoice and thank 
Allah if they were good but grieve and ask forgiveness for us if they 
were not. ; 

At' the end of the verse Allah describes the Prophet using two of 
His Own attributes, gentleness and compassion. The way is thus 

.'open for us to attribute" to the Prophet the rest of the Divine 
attributes, whicji he posseses to perfection, but the perfection of 
the creature, not that of the Creator. As the Prophet is fully 
human and we are told to 'emulate 'him, these are attributes we 
too can. acquire, -but to a degree jproportionate' to our much small- 
er inner lights. 



isM."^ 



mm 



YUNUS • 10 



208 



J ^- ^S ^ s^x s*a sa\ y>x ^x a\ >6\\ ^«v ^ *<xx ^ax yx\ -^ -^ <%£s ^ 
^^/j^w w xw xvv w>- xw xw xw xwjjw xvv l^..J^,.hY^-^Y ^-.-^-...y^-J ^|^ 



if/ ,<i •# . -Iff- .. //<|f .>«f 




/AS ^AX /".AX /A\ VAX /AX /AX /A$V 



VAX ^V /Wl ^AX /A\ /A\ /AX /AX /AX /A\ /AX /AX MV /^X /A\ /£X jWt /AX. /AX 

w/ xxv xvy yyy xvy xvx xvy xvy w/ xw xyy xw xvx xw xvy w/ w/ w xw 



SURAH 10 

YUNUS 

Reuealed at Malckah 

This surah takes its name from the Prophet Jonah, whose 
people nearly perished for their sins, but repented and were 
thus reprieved by Allah. 

The Arabs had known Muhammad as an orphan brought 
up by his uncle Abu Talib, but when the divine message 
came through him, they never accepted the fact. They never 
even believed that a human being could be the carrier of the 
celestial Message. They said: "Such a man should at least 
have been rich and possessed of high position, a mighty 
leader, a king." But confronted with his honesty and will- 



ingness to suffer for his Lord's cause, they were confound- 
ed, and could only attribute it to sorcery. Much of the surah 
is taken up with these subjects. 

With the exception of three verses, which were revealed at 
Madlnah, this surah was revealed late in the Makkan period. 

JONAH 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Alif. Lam. M. These are the signs of the Wise Book. 

2. Does it seem strange to mankind that We should 
have revealed to a man from among them: "Warn the 
people and give to those who believe good tidings that 
they have a sure footing in the sight of their Lord?" 
The disbelievers say: "This man is clearly a magician." 

3. Surely your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens 
and the earth in six days, then established Himself 
upon the Throne, directing all things. There is no 
intercessor [with Him] except after His permission. 
That is Allah, your Lord, so worship Him. Will you not 
take heed? 417 

4. To Him you shall all return. Allah's promise is true. 
It is He Who begins [the process of] creation, then 
brings it back [to life] again, so that He may justly 
reward those who have believed. in Him and done 
good works. As for those who disbelieve, theirs will be 
a seething drink, and a painful torment for their dis- 
believing. 

5. It is He Who made the sun a radiance and the moon 
a light, and determined it's phases, that you might be 
able to count the years and .count other things. Allah 
has not created all this but in truth. He explains the 
signs to a people who understand. 

6. In the alternation of night and day and what Allah 
has created in the heavens and the earth, surely there 
are signs for a people who fear [Him]. 



417 For the creation of the heavens and earth in six "days" see 
7:54. 
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7. Those who do not look forward to their encounter 
with Us, and are contented with the life of the world, 
and find rest in it, and those who are heedless of Our 
signs.. 

8. Those— their refuge is the Fire, because of what 
they earned. 

9. Surely those who believe and do good works, their 
Lord will guide them for their belief. Rivers will flow 
beneath them in gardens of delight. 

10. Their prayer therein [will' be]: "Transcendent are 
you, Allah!" and their greeting therein will be: 
"Peace!" And the close of their prayer will be: "Praise 
be to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds!" 

11. If Allah were to hasten for men the ill [they have 
earned] as they would hasten on the good, their term 
would already have expired. But We leave those who 
do not look forward to the meeting with Us in their 
excuses, wandering blindly. 418 

12. When misfortune befalls a man he calls Us 
whether [lying down] on his side, or sitting or Stand- 
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ing, but once We have relieved him of the misfortune 
he goes his way as if he had never called Us for a mis- 
fortune that afflicted him. Thus are their [foul] deeds 
made to seem fair to the transgressors. 

13. We have destroyed the generations before you 
when they were unjust, and their messengers came to 
them with clear signs, but they were not to believe. 
Thus do We reward the criminals. 

14. Then we appointed you vicegerents in the earth 
after them, that We might see how you behave. 



418 Some of the idolaters said: "0 Allah! If Muhammad is really 
Your messenger, send down upon us stones from the sky, or pun- 
ish us right away!" The above verse was revealed as a response to 
this foolishness. ' 
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15. When Our clear signs are recited to them, those 
who do not look forward to the meeting with Us say: 
"Bring a Qur'an other than this, or change it!" Say: "It 
is not for me to change it of my own accord, I follow 
nothing except what is revealed to me. I myself fear, 
were I to disobey my Lord, the torment of a formidable 
Dgy." 419 

ip. Say: "Had Allah so willed I would not have recited 
It to you, neither would He have made you aware of it. 



I have lived among you a lifetime before it [came to 
me]. Have you then no sense?" 420 

17. Who is more unjust than he who invents a lie 
about Allah and denies His signs? Truly the criminals 
never succeed. 

18. They worship beside Allah that which neither 
harms nor profits them, and they say: "These are our 
intercessors with Allah." Say "Do you inform Allah of 
something He does not know in the heavens or on 
earth?" Transcendent is He and far above all that they 
associate [with Him]. . . 

19. Mankind were only one nation, then they fell into 
variance; and had it not. been for a word that had 
already gone forth from your Lord their differences 
would have been settled between them.- 421 

20. They say: "Why has a sign not been sent down 
upon him from his Lord?" Say: "The. unseen belongs 
only to Allah. Then [watch and] wait;. I too will wait 
with you." , 



419 The duty of the messengers is to deliver the Divine message 
as revealed. No change whatsoever can be made by human hands. 
The idolaters of Makkah wanted the Prophet to either change the 
Qur'an's rules or to bring another Book. The corruption of reli- 
gion arises when people desire to use religion for their own ends 
and decide to manipulate the texts. 

420 The Chosen One had lived his whole life of purity and good- 
ness amongst his people, and they knew and acknowledged it 
before he received his mission. They knew he loved his people and 
was loyal to them. Why should they turn against him when he had 
to point out under inspiration their ignorance and wrongdoing? 



And he had to plead again and again with them: "Will you not 
understand what a privilege it is for you to receive a revelation 
from the Lord?" 

421 Cf. 6:115, 940 and 4:171. The "Word" is' the decree of Allah, 
the expression of His universal will or wisdom in a particular case. 
When men began to diverge from one another, and their primor- 
dial brotherhood was disrupted by selfishness and egotism, Allah 
made their very differences subserve the higher ends by increasing 
their emulation in virtue and piety, and thus pointing back to the 
ultimate Unity and Reality. 
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21. And when. We cause the people to taste of mercy 
after some misfortune has afflicted them, they begin 
to plot against Our signs. Say: "Allah is swifter in plot- 
ting." Our angels are indeed recording your 
intrigues. 422 

22. It is He Who enables you. to travel on the land and 
the sea; and when you are in the ship, and the ships 
run with a favorable wind and they rejoice in it, there 
comes upon them a strong wind, and waves come on 
them from every side and they think they are sur- 
rounded. Then they cry unto Allah, making their faith 
pure for Him only [saying]: "If You deliver us from 
this, we shall indeed be thankful!" 423 

23. But when He has delivered them, they rebel in the 
earth without right. mankind! Your rebellion is only 
against yourselves. [You have] the enjoyment of the 
life of the world, then unto Us you shall return. Then 
We shall tell you all that you did. 

24. The likeness of the life of the world is that of water 
which We send down from the sky, then the plants, 
the earth of which men and cattle eat mingles with it, 
until, when the earth takes on. its ornaments and is 



422 This verse is about the people of Makkah. It is related that 
for seven consecutive years not a single drop of rain came down, 
and many men' and beasts perished in the subsequent famine. 
Then Allah sent abundant rain, bestowed His blessings, and made 
the country prosperous again. Yet the. disbelievers took this as the 
work, of idols and stars, denying the signs of Allah, Who being 
Absolute, brooks of no other power in the universe. 

423 All the great inventions and discoveries which man prides 
himself are the fruit of that genius and' talent which the Lord has 
freely given of His grace. But the spirit of man remains small, as is 
illustrated by the famous parable from the sea. How smug is man 
when a ship beneath him glides effortlessly through the waves! But 
how helpless he feels when the divine rigor is manifested on the 
sea, and he recalls that all his devices are shields of straw which 
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embellished, and its people think they have power 
over it, Our command comes down upon it by night or 
day, and We make it as reaped [corn] as if it had not 
flourished the previous day. Thus We make plain Our 
signs for a people who reflect. 424 

25. Allah invites to the Abode of Peace, and guides 
whom He will to a straight path. 



cannot protect him from the immense forces of chaos. Only the 
Lord does that, although for the most part we do not know. 

424 The same lesson is here taught with a second parable, this 
time set on dry land. Man's cleverness can lead him to believe that 
in his scratching on the earth's surface he has become master of it. 
Yet he remains utterly dependent on the environment which the 
Lord has created. If he does not give thanks for His gifts, the gifts 
may be taken away, leaving him with the ruined, and poisoned 
landscape which he in fact deserves. Disbelievers are obsessed 
with wanting to "control" everything, while believers, knowing 
that Allah's creation is too complex for their science to be able to 
control it effectively, are content to leave Allah in control. They 
plan, act with excellence and thoroughness, but know that success 
comes from Allah. 
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26. For those who act with excellence Is the greatest 
good, and even more. Neither darkness nor humilia- 
tion shall afflict their faces. They are the people of the 
Garden, dwelling there forever. 425 

27. As for those who have acquired evil deeds, the rec- 
ompense of an evil deed shall be the like of it; 
abasement shall afflict [their faces]. They shall have 
no protector from [the wrath of] Allah. It is as though 
their faces are veiled with pieces of the darkest night. 
They are the people of the Fire, dwelling in it forever. 



28. On the day when We gather them all together, 
then We shall say to those who ascribed partners unto 
Us: "Stand back, you and your [pretended] partners 
[with Allah]!" And We will separate them one from 
the other, and their [pretended] partners will say to 
them: "It was not us that you worshipped. 

29. "Allah is a sufficient witness between us and you; 
we were unaware of your worship of us." 

30. Thereupon each soul will experience what it had 
done, and they are returned to Allah, their rightful 
Lord, and that which they invented will forsake them. 

31. Say: "Who is it that provides for you from the sky 
and the earth, or who possesses hearing and sight; 
and who brings forth the living from the dead and the 
dead from the living, and who directs all affairs?" They 
will say: "Allah!" So say: "Will you not then fear 
[Him]?" 

32. Such then is Allah, your rightful Lord. What is 
there, after the truth, but error? How, then, do you 
turn away? 

33. Thus has the word of your Lord proved true in 
regard to the corrupt; that they do not believe. 



425 Excellence [or thsdn, husna] is to act in accordance with the 
wise commandments of the Lord. The Prophet defined it as being 
a servant to Allah as though one saw Him. From such a degree, all 
the virtues must flow abundantly, rendering those who attain to it 
lights for the guidance and salvation and mankind. The greatest 
good shall be for them, and also "even more:" the delight of gaz- 
ing upon the ineffable and blessed Countenance of Allah, the 
reward of the pure in heart, to be granted in the Abode of Peace. 
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34. Say: "Is any of your partners able to originate cre- 
ation then bring it back again?" Say: "It is Allah Who 
originates creation and brings it back again. How, 
then are you misled?" 

35. Say: "Is any of your partners able to guide to the 
Truth?" Say: "It is Allah who guides to the truth. Is He 
who guides to the truth more worthy to be followed, 
or he that cannot find it, and is himself in need of 
guidance? What, then, is the matter with you? How do 
you judge?" 

36. Most of them follow nothing but a mere conjec- 
ture. But a conjecture is no substitute for truth. And 
Allah knows what they do. 

37. This Qur'an could not have been invented [by one] 
apart from Allah, but it is a confirmation of that 
[series of revelations] which was before it, and a 
[fuller] explanation of the Book — wherein there is no 
doubt— from the Lord of the Worlds. 426 

38. Or do they say he [the Prophet] invented it? Say: 
"Then bring a surah like it, and call [to your aid] any- 
one you can other than Allah, if you speak the truth." 

39. No, but they have denied that the knowledge of 
which they did not possess, and the interpretation of 
which has not yet come to them. Thus did those that 
were before them also deny. So see what was the end 
of the unjust. 427 
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40. Some among them believe in it [the Qur'an] while 
others do not. Your Lord is best aware of the mischie- 
vous. 

41. And if they belie you, say: "I have my works, and 
you have yours. You are innocent of what I do and I am 
innocent of what you do." 

42. Some of them listen to you. But can you make the 
deaf to hear, even if they are incapable of understand- 
ing 



.^428 



426 The Lord's revelation throughout the ages and to all peoples 
is one in essence, different only in form. The Qur'an confirms, ful- 
fils, completes and further explains the one true revelation. 

427 The Message of Allah not only gives us rules of our everyday 
conduct, but speaks of exalted matters of religious significance, 
which require elucidation in three ways: (i) by instruction from 
spiritual teachers; (2) by experience of the actualities of life, and 
(3) by the final fulfillment of the hopes and warnings which we 
now take on trust through our faith. Disbelievers reject the divine 
Reminder simply because they cannot understand it, and without 
giving it even a chance of elucidation in any of these ways, all 
which were termed in the verse: "interpretation." 



428 If a man in whose heart is hypocrisy and a deep-seated 
resistance to faith goes to hear some great spiritual teacher, he will 
receive no benefit, because he is not sincerely seeking the truth. 
He is like a blind or a deaf man, or an imbecile. When the will to 
be guided is absent, guidance, which is a light, cannot penetrate. 
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43. Some of them look at you. Yet can you show the 
way to the blind, deprived as they are of sight? 429 

44. Indeed, Allah does not wrong mankind in any way; 
but mankind wrong themselves. 430 

45. The day will come when He will gather them 
again, as though they had remained only an hour of 
the daytime [in the world], recognizing one another 
[on that day]. Those will surely have lost who denied 
the encounter with Allah and were ill guided. 



46. Whether We let you [0 Muhammad] witness a part 
' of that [punishment]- which We promise them, 1 or 

[whether We] take you back [to us by death, before it 
falls upon them]? Unto Us they shall return. Then 
Allah will be witness to what they did. 

47. For every nation there is a messenger. And when 
their messenger comes, justice is done among them; 
they are not wronged. 431 

48. They say: "When will this promise [of punish- 
ment] be fulfilled, if what you say be true?" 

49. Say: "I have no power to harm or benefit myself, 
except by the will of Allah. A term is fixed for every 
nation. When their term comes, they cannot put it off 
an hour, nor can they hasten it." 

50. Say: "Have you considered? If His punishment 
should come to you by night or by day, which part of it 
would the criminals wish to hasten? 

51. "Is it only when it has come to pass that you will 
believe in it? [It will be said:] Ts it now [you believe]? 
Yet you have been hastening it on!' 

52. "Then it will be said to the unjust: Taste the per- 
petual torment! Will you be rewarded with other than 
what you earned?'" 

53. They ask you to inform them, "Is it true?" Say: 
"Yes, by my Lord, it is the truth, and you cannot 
escape it." 



429 The five senses of man are not sufficient to receive the truth. 
Rather, man must use his will to understand, and his inner spiritu- 
al faculties of perception, ignorance of these inner faculties is the 
worst of all deformities. 

430 Every individual has been created with the ability to know 
Allah and is supplied with abundant opportunities for reflection 
throughout his life. Yet many use their abilities for material ends, 
or in the working of evil. Thus do they wrong themselves and deny 
the purpose for their creation, which is to recognize and proclaim 
the Unit}' of the Source. 

431 it is of the absolute justice of Allah that He has sent 
reminders to every people and in all ages. The message was one, 



although tailored in some details of social and ritual practice to 
meet local cultural needs. When the. Messengers died, the mes- 
sages were- sometimes forgotten, and -sometimes distorted.. The . 
final Rectifier is our Prophet Muhammad, upon whom be bless- 
ings and peace. His message must everywhere be heard, and all 
that hear it must respond. Those who hear and respond positively 
will receive joy on the day when Allah's justice is done. It will be 
observed that this is a return to the primordial tolerant and univer- 
sal doctrine, which allows for the working of Allah's grace 
throughout history, rather than being confined to one people or 
period, as is the belief of some religions, such as Christianity and 
Judaism. 
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54. If every unjust soul were to possess all that is in the 
earth, she would give it for a ransom. When they face 
the torment they will avow repentance. But judgement 
shall be fairly passed between them; they shall not be 
wronged. 432 

55. It is, to Allah that everything belongs that is in the 
heavens and earth. Allah's promise is indeed true; but 
most of them do not know. 

56. He gives life and death, and to Him you shall be 
returned. 

57.O mankind! There has come to you a counsel from 
your Lord, and a healing for what is in the breasts, and 
a guidance and a mercy to the believers. 433 

58. Say: "The grace of Allah and His mercy, in that let 
them rejoice!" That is better than what they acquire. 434 

59. Say: "Have you considered the provision Allah has 
sent down for you, and you have made some of it 
unlawful and some lawful?" Say: "Has Allah permitted 
you, or have you invented a lie about Him?" 



4?2 The verb in "avow repentance" is asarru, which may mean 
either "reveal to one another" or "conceal." The commentators are 
divided as to the meaning to be adopted here. If it Is the first,, then . 
the present translation is appropriate, if the second, then the sense 
would be that they would give anything in order to escape the pun- 
ishment, but the hardest thing of all for them is to confess and 
repent, and so they conceal their sense of shame and ignominy. 

433 No joy is greater than that of spiritual activity, of prayer and 
recollection of the One. And there is no sickness which can afflict 
our hearts, no sorrow, agitation or bitterness, which cannot be 
cured thereby. The word of Allah must be poured upon our 
wounds, and left to work its miracle. 
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60. And what think those who lie against Allah upon 
the Day of Judgement? Allah is gracious to mankind, 
but most of them do not give thanks. 

61. In whatever activity you may be, and whichever part 
of Qur'an you recite [0 Muhammad], and whatever 
deed you do [0 Mankind], We are witness over you 
when you are deeply engrossed therein. Not an atom's 
weight in the earth or in the heaven escapes your Lord, 
nor is there anything smaller or greater, but that it is 
[written] in a clear Book. 435 



434 The Grace: of Allah is faith, which none of us deserves by 
right. As for his mercy, it is the Blessed Prophet, who is a "Mercy 
to the Worlds." Let Muslims therefore rejoice in both gifts and cel- 
ebrate them at every instant, for both are intimately more precious 
than anything that they can acquire, whether of this life or the 
next. 

435 Allah's knowledge comprehends all things. Nothing can be 
hidden from the omniscient One. In His knowledge there is no 
ambiguity or imprecision, nor is it confined on the basis of space 
or time, or any other circumstance. It is pre-existent, and endures 
forever. 
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62. Indeed the Friends of Allah: no fear shall come 
upon them ? neither shall they grieved 6 

63. Those who believe, and fear Him. 

64. Theirs is the good news in this world and in the 
Hereafter. No change can there be in the words of 
Allah. This is the tremendous triumph. 437 

65. Let their words not grieve you [0 Muhammad], for 
all dignity belongs to Allah. He is the Hearing, the 
Knowing. 



66. Truly, to Allah belong all who dwell in the heavens 
and on earth. Those that follow partners apart from 
Allah follow nothing but a conjecture. They do noth- 
ing but guess. 

67. It is He who made the night for your rest and the 
day a source of light. In this there are signs for those 
who listen. 

68. They say: "Allah has taken to Himself a son." 
Transcendent Is He! He is Independent. To Him 
belongs all that is in the heavens and in the earth. You 
have no authority for this. Are you saying concerning 
Allah that which you do not know? 

69. Say: "Those who invent lies about Allah never suc- 
ceed." 

70. Some enjoyment in this world; then to Us is their 
return, and then We shall make them taste the severe 
torment for their disbelief. 



436 The friends of Allah are the saints, awllya', who have devoted 
themselves. entirely to Him and in return, are under his constant 
protection and solicitude. In a more general way, the friends of 
Allah are all those believers who have guarded their faith and 
feared Him to some degree during their lifetime. 

^ The "glad tidings in this world" are Allah's promises of eter- 
nal life m His proximity, of ease on the Day of judgment, of ease at 
the time of death, and in this world, of a way out of difficulties and 
hardships. Such good news is brought to us m the Quran and the 
Sunnah. Also, dream visions may bring such news, for they are 



glimpses of the divine world. As the Blessed Prophet taught, the 
dream vision is a part of Prophethood. Finally, the angels, coming. 
to a man at the moment of death, will bring him the glad tidings 
of Allah's mercy upon him. 
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71. And relate to them the story of Noah when he said 
to his people: "O my people! If my dwelling here [with 
you] and my reminding you of Allah's signs [revela- 
tions] are too heavy for you, then in Allah have I put 
my trust, so decide upon your course of action, you 
and your partners. Then let not your affair be a worry 
to you, execute your decision, give me no respite! 438 

72. "If you turn away [from my message, consider, 
for] no reward have I asked of you. My reward is only 
due from Allah, and I am commanded to be of those 
who surrender [to Him in Islam]." 

73. But they belied him, so We saved him and those 
with him in the Ark, and made them inherit [the 
earth], while We drowned those who belied Our signs. 
See then how was the fate of those who were warned. 

74. Then after him We sent [many] messengers to 
their peoples, and they brought them clear signs, but 
they were not men to believe in what they denied 
before. Thus do We seal up the hearts of the transgres- 
sors. 

75. Then after them, We sent Moses and Aaron with 
Our signs to Pharaoh and his council, but they were 
arrogant and were criminal people. 







fr>w /a\ /a\ y^x >v>-x y^ix /a\ y.AX /a\ 



. /a\ /a\ yyvv xan. /a\ /a\ »«x xax s*ci> / 



^Z/ xvy w w/ syy vvy wy w/ >w w v*y w/ xw 



vyy \yy \v/ \v/ ygr ^7> \yy 



76. So that when the truth came to them from Us, they 
said: "This is evident magic!" 

77. Moses said: "Do you speak of the truth [like this] 
when it has come to you? Is this [at all] magic? Magi- 
cians never succeed?" 

78. They said: "Have you come to turn us away from 
the ways we found our fathers [practicing], and that 
you two may have greatness in the land? We will not 
believe in you two!" 



438 Since Noah knew that Allah would protect him, he chal- 
lenged the idolaters to make them realize their inability to defeat 
him. His story is mentioned here only to illustrate the special 
theme of the surah; for a fuller narration, see 11:25-49. 
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79. And Pharaoh said: "Bring every learned magician 
to me!" 

80. When. the magicians came, Moses said to them: 
"Throw what you will throw," 

81. And when they had thrown, Moses said: "What you 
have brought is magic. Allah will surely make it vain. 
Allah never upholds the work of those who cause mis- 
chief." 

82. And Allah, by His words, brings about the truth, 
however much the criminals may hate it. 



83. But, none believed in Moses, except some children 
of his people, for the fear of Pharaoh and his council 
that they would persecute them; and [in fact] Pharaoh 
was assuredly supreme on earth and he was one of 
those who transgress the bounds, 

84. Moses said: "0 my people; if you believe in Allah 
then put your trust in him, if you are Muslims!" 

85. They said:- "In Allah we have, put our trust. Our 
Lord! Do not make us a [cause of] temptation for the 
unjust people! . 

86. "And deliver us through Your mercy from the dis- 
believing people!" 

87. And We revealed to Moses and his brother [say- 
ing]: "Build houses in Egypt for your people, make 
your homes places of worship, conduct prayers, and 
give good news to the believers." 439 - 

88. Moses said: "Our Lord, you have bestowed on 
Pharaoh and his council splendors and riches in this 
life. Our Lord, that they may lead astray the people 
from Your path. Our Lord, destroy their riches and 
harden their hearts so that they shall persist in disbe- 
lief until they face the painful "torment." 



«9 These instructions were probably given after the confound- 
ing of the state magicians, and when some of the Egyptians 
believed. Moses was for a little while to remain in Egypt, so that 
his message would have time to work, before the Exodus. They 
were to make their houses into places of prayer, as Pharaoh was 
unlikely to allow them to set up public houses of worship. 
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89. Allah replied: "Your prayer is answered. Follow 
you two [0 Moses and Aaron] the right path, and do 
not walk in the' footsteps of those who do not know." 

90. And We brought the Children of Israel across the 
sea, and Pharaoh and his legions, followed them with- 
out right and with hatred, until, when drowning 
overtook him, he said: "I believe that there is no god 
except Him in whom the Children of Israel believe, 
and I am of those who submit [to Allah in Islam]." 

91. Now [do you' believe]? When previously you were 
disobedient, and were one of those who work mis- 
chief? ' . 

92. So, today We shall save your body that you may be 
a sign to those after you. And many people give no 
heed to Our signs. 440 

93. We settled the Children of Israel in a good 
dwelling-place and provided them with good things. 
They were not in disagreement among themselves 
until knowledge was given them. Your Lord will judge 
their differences on the Day of Resurrection. 

94. If you are in doubt regarding what We have sent 
down to you, then ask those who have been reading 
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the Book before you. The truth has come to you from 
your Lord, therefore do not be one of the doubters! 441 

95. And do not be one of those who belied the signs of 
Allah, lest you be among the losers! 

96. Those concerning whom the word of your Lord is 
true will not believe. 

97. Even if every sign were to come to them, until they 
see the painful torment. 



440 Pharaoh had- claimed to be God and tortured those who 
denied him, especially the monotheistic Children of Israel, whose 
male offspring he slew. Moses and his brother purposed to leave 
Egypt. Having received.a commandment from Allah, he came with 
his people to the shores of the Red Sea, and touched it with his 
staff, and a furrow opened across the sea. Pharaoh attempted to 
follow him, but was engulfed with his legions. His body was 
retrieved, however, mummified, and preserved for generations to 
come to see. According to many authorities this was Ramses the 
Second, whose mummy. may be seen at the Cairo Museum. 



441 When he received this verse the Blessed Prophet said: "I do 
not doubt and I shall not ask!" As with many other such verses it is 
the Muslim community who is addressed through the Blessed 
Prophet. 
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98. If only there had been a [single] city [among those 
We warned] that believed, it would have profited from 
its faith, [but this had been so] only with Jonah's peo- 
ple. When they believed We spared them the torment 
of disgrace in the life of this world, and gave them 
comfort for a while. 442 

99, If it had been your Lord's will, all who are in the 
earth would have believed. Will you, then, force the 
people to become believers? 443 



100. No soul can believe except by leave of Allah. He 
will place the foulness upon those who do not under- 
stand. 

101. Say: "See all that is in the heavens and on earth." 
But neither signs nor warnings will benefit a people 
who do not believe. 

102. Do they, then, wait for anything other than the 
fate of those who. have gone before them? Say: "Then 
wait. I shall be with you, waiting." . 

103. Then We shall save Our messengers and those 
who believed. Thus, it is incumbent on Us to save the 
believers. 

104. Say: "0 mankind! If you are in doubt concerning 
my religion then [know that] I do not worship those 
whom you worship instead of Allah, but I worship 
Allah who takes you to him [by death], and I have 
been commanded to be one of the believers. 

105. "And set your face towards religion, in primordial 
faith, and never be one of the polytheists. 

106. "And do not call, other than Allah, on that which 
can neither help nor harm- you, for if you do, you will 
be of the unjust." 



4 42 For the story of Jonah (Yunus) see 37:139-148. Jonah was 
sent to the thriving city of Nineveh, near Mosul. If we calculate the 
date of his mission at around 800 BC, this would coincide with the 
dawn of the second Assyrian Empire. The Qur'anic story of Jonah 
is deployed as the archetype of a people that almost merited 
Allah's chastisement, but were saved. 

^3 if it had been Allah's Will not to grant the limited free will 
that he has granted to man, whereby he acquires his actions, His 
omnipotence could have made all mankind alike. All would have 
then had faith, but that faith would have reflected no merit on 
them. In the actual world as it is, man has been endowed with the 



capacity to forget, and to be reminded, and to purify his spiritual 
faculties so that his faith can receive Allah's direct grace, and 
become perfect. Hence faith becomes a moral and spiritual 
achievement, and to resist it becomes a sin. As a complementary 
proposition, people of faith must not grow angry if they have to 
contend against unfaith, neither-must they succumb to the tempta- 
tion of forcing faith, whether by physical compulsion, or through 
social pressure. 
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107. If Allah afflicts you with a misfortune none can 
remove it but He, and if He desires any good for you 
none can keep back His favor. He causes it to reach 
whom He will of his servants. And He is the Forgiving, 
the Compassionate. 

108. Say: "0. mankind, the truth has come to you from 
your Lord. He that follows the right path follows it to 
the advantage of his soul, and he that goes astray does 
so against [the interests of] his soul. And I am not a 
guardian over you." 

109. And follow that which is revealed to you and be 
patient until Allah gives judgement. And He is the best 
ofjudges. 

SURAH 11 

HUD ■ 
Reuealed at Makkah 

This surah takes it name from verse 50, which begins the 
story of Hud, one of the ancient Arabian prophets. The surah 
also contains the stories of two other Arab prophets: Salih 
of the tribe of Thamud, and Shu c ayb of Madyan, which, 
with those of Noah and Moses, are quoted as part of the 
history of Divine Revelation, the truth of which is here vin- 
dicated, in a manner supplementary to the preceding surah. 
Surat Hud was revealed during the late period of Makkah, 
with the exception of verse 114, which was revealed at 
Madlnah the Radiant. 

HUD 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Alif. Lam. M. [This is] a Book, the verses of which 
are perfected and then expounded. [It comes] from 
One who is Wise, Aware. 

2. [It teaches that] you should worship none but Allah. 
I am to you a Warner from Him and a bearer of glad 
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tidings. 

3. And seek forgiveness of your Lord and repent to 
Him. He will give you fair enjoyment until an appoint- 
ed term, and will bestow His grace upon every one 
who is graceful. But if you turn away then I fear for 
you the torment of a mighty Day. 

4. To Allah is your return. He is Able to do all things. 

5. But they cover up their breasts to hide [their 
thoughts] from Him. But when they cover themselves 
with their garments He knows what they hide and 
what they reveal. He knows what is in the breasts. 



S$i££ 



tmm 



HUD • 11 



222 



A\ SA\ >AN /X\ ^ 
/,,<$&/ "^s "^'S V-—' > 



"in & 

(J**-c£Ju \j^j \y» (Jyf ^^£===» cj^r L^c- ^jl-o^j 

^j^o a_x) ^Ua) ^L3 j i oOj H^jj*-=^^_y^ 



6. There is nothing walking the earth but its suste- 
nance depends on Allah. He knows its dwelling and 
its resting-place. All is in a clear book. 444 

7. He created the heavens and the earth in six Days — 
and His throne was upon the waters— that He might 
try you, which of you is best in conduct When you say: 
"After death you shall be raised to life/ 5 the unbeliev- 
ers will say: "This is nothing but evident magic. 5 ' 445 

8. And if we delay the torment until an appointed 
term, they ask; "Why is it delayed?" Assuredly, on the 



day when it comes to them, it cannot be averted from 
them, and that which they derided will surround 
them. 

9. If We let man taste mercy from Us, and then deprive 
him of it, he is despairing, .ungrateful 

10. But if We let him taste prosperity after some mis- 
fortune that had befallen him he says: "The evil things 
have gone from me!" He becomes exultant, boastful. 

11. Except those who are patient and do good deeds. 
They will have forgiveness and a great reward. 

12. You may chance to [feel the inclination] to omit a 
part of that which is- revealed to you and be distressed 
because they say: "Why has no treasure been sent to 
him? Why has no angel come with him? 55 You are only 
a warner. Allah is the guardian of all things. 446 



444 Allah first created the Pen, thus called because it is the 
repository of Allah's knowledge of His creation and is thus able to 
write on the Guarded Tablet, at Allah's command, the detailed 
knowledge of each individual creature. This is the Clear Book from 
which the angels derive their knowledge of creation, what was and 
what is to be. 

445 For the creation of the heavens and earth in six "days" see 
7:54. All life, as the Qur'an also assures us, has been created out of 
water, while the Throne is the symbol of sovereignty. 



446 Every prophet of Allah, when he encounters opposition and 
is accused of falsehood, may feel inclined, in his human weakness, 
to ask himself, "Supposing I omit this little point, will Allah's 
truth be accepted more readily?" Or he may think, "If only I had a 
little more money to organize my campaign, or something to 
attract their attention, like the company of an angel, how much 
more efficiently! could present my message!" But he is reminded 
that truth must be delivered as it is revealed, even though parts of 
it may be unpalatable, and that resources and other means are 
beside the point. He must use what he has been given, and leave 
the rest to his Lord. 
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13. Or they say: "He has invented it!" Say: "Then bring 
ten surahs like it, invented. Call [to your aid] whomso- 
ever you can, other than Allah,, if what you say be 
true." 

14. But if they do not answer [your prayer], then know 
that it was sent down with the knowledge of Allah; 
and that there is no god but Him. Will you then sub- 
mit [to Islam]? 

15. Those that desire the life of this world with all its 
ornaments, We shall reward their deeds in full in 
[their life] time and they will not receive less than their 
due. 

16. They are those for whom there is nothing in the 
Hereafter but" the Fire. All that they contrive here is 
vain, and [all] that they do is fruitless. 

17. Are they [the worshippers of the world, to be 
counted equal] with those who accept, from their 
Lord, a clear sign, recited by a witness from Him, and 
before this was the book of Moses, a leader [to guid- 
ance] and a mercy? These believe in it, but for those of 
the factions that disbelieve in it, the Fire will be their 
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promised place. Therefore do not doubt it. It is the 
Truth from your Lord, but most people do not 
believe. 447 

18. Who does more wrong than the man who invents a 
falsehood about Allah? Such will be brought before 
their Lord, and the witnesses will say: "These are they 
who lied about their Lord." Surely the curse of Allah is 
upon those who are unjust; 

19. Who hinder [men] from the way of Allah and seek 
to make it crooked, and who deny the hereafter. 



447 »a witness from Him;" i.e. the Book which was given to the 
Blessed Prophet, the Qur'an which is compared to the original rev- 
elation given to Moses. Islam makes no difference between one 
true and genuine message and another, nor between one messen- 
ger and another. .All .of them called to Allah, the only God, the 
Creator of all. The clear witness that the Prophet held was the 
Qur'an itself, in which the divine books of the past were men- 
tioned. As such, and in other ways, it is a miracle, clearly 
perceptible as such to those whose hearts are pure. 



y & <->y% 



mm& 



HUD * 11 



224 



^ 4SS> '*£- -2£l x*N /a\/a\ ;^\ "^ /ax -£*x ^ 4£; <£> #; '^ "If) *E S 

•&S W VW XW XW w> w> w/ w> w/ w/ ^>- xw ^- w w ^ * i ffi> 

i 



I. 



syy,s '"<,\" s - *- r- L <■ \\" -IT" * -sfT" 






i 

* 

$ 
$ 
$ 



^X Xj*X ./.AX -*A.V /A\ >".AV -/*.X y^X >5A.X X.A.X /AX /AX /AX /AX /AX /AX. /AX XAX -^^> / 

xxv- w/ \v/ w sw xvy xv/ xvy xv/ \v/\v/\V/\v/ xw xw xv/ sv/ xW \v/ 



20. Such are not able to escape Him on earth, nor have 
they protectors besides Allah. For them the torment 
will be doubled. They were unable to hear, neither did 
they see. 

21. Such are they who have lost their souls, and all that 
they invented has strayed away from them. 

22. Without a doubt, in the Hereafter they will be the 
greatest losers. 



23. [But] those who believe, and do good deeds, and 
have humbled themselves before their Lord, they are 
the people of the Garden, where they shall abide forev- 
er. 

24. The likeness of these two kinds [of men] is that of 
the blind and deaf, and those who can see and hear 
well Are they equal in likeness? Will you not then take 
heed? 

25. And We sent Noah to his people, [and he said]: "I 
am a clear warner to you. 

26. "That you worship none but Allah, for I fear for 
you the torment of a painful day." 

27. But the chiefs of his people who disbelieved said: 
"We regard you as a human being like ourselves, nor 
can we see any among your followers but the lowliest 
of us, without reflection. We see in you no merit over 
us; rather, we think you are liars." 448 

28. He said: "Think, O my people, if I rely upon a clear 
sign from my Lord and He has given me of His mercy, 
but it was hidden from you, shall we compel you to 
accept it while you dislike it?" 449 



, ^ 8 The disbelievers were driven by three motives to reject truth: 
(1) jealousy, for they said, "We see in you no merit over us;" (2) 
contempt of the weak and lowly, who are often morally and spiri- 
tually superior: "the lowliest of us;" (3) arrogance and imagined 
self-sufficiency. The claim made for Allah's Message was to attack 
all three of these attitudes, and their response was to abuse it 
impatienriy, and call it a lie. 



449 Noah's response is characteristic in its combined meekness 
and firmness.- He gently informs his people that he has received a 
message from the Lord;, then he tells them that it is a message of 
mercy, even though the fact be hidden from them; and finally he 
tells them that there can be no compulsion in religion, and all he 
will do is to warn. 
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29. "0 my people! I ask of you no money for this. My 
reward comes only from Allah. I will not drive away 
those who believe, they shall surely meet their Lord. 
But I can see that you are an ignorant people." 450 

30. "0 my people, who would help me against Allah if 
I drove them away? Will you not then take heed? 

31. "I do not say to you that I possess Allah's treasures 
nor do I know what is hidden. I do not claim to be an 
angel, nor do I say to those whom your eyes despise, 
that Allah will not grant them good. Allah knows best 
what is in their hearts. I should then be one of the 
unjust." 

32. They said: "O Noah, you have already argued with 
us and argued too much. Now bring upon us that 
[punishment] which you promise us, if what you say 
be true." 

33. He said: "Only Allah will bring it on you if He 
wills, and then you will not be able to escape Him." 

34. My counsel, if I wished to counsel you, cannot 
profit you if Allah has decided that you should go 
astray. He is your Lord and to Him you shall be 
returned. 



450 A further point in Noah's address responds to the claim that 
he is a liar, implying that he was serving some selfish end of his.:: 
own; on the contrary, he says, he seeks no reward from them, and 
will bear any insults they direct at him. But, if they insult the poor 
and needy who come to him in faith, and think that he will send 
them away in order to attract the great ones of the land, he tells 
them that they are mistaken. In fact, he has no hesitation in telling 
them that they themselves are the ignorant ones, not the poor who 
come to seek the Lord's truth. 
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35. Do they say, "He himself has forged this?" Say to 
them: "If I have forged this myself, then upon me falls 
my crime; but I am free of the crimes that you com- 
mit." 451 

36. And it was revealed to Noah: "None of your people 
will believe except those who have already believed. Do 
not be distressed because of what they do. 

37. "Build the Ark under Our eyes and [in accordance] 
with Our revelation. And do not plead with Me for 
those who have been unjust. They shall be drowned." 



451 This verse is positioned here to show that- the story of Noah 
is also a parable for the time and ministry of the Prophet. It is 
related to verse 49, where the story is wound up; : 
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38. And he was building the Ark, and whenever the 
chiefs of his people passed by him, they jeered at him. 
He said: "If you mock us, we shall mock you even as 
you mock. 

39. "And you shall know to whom will come a torment 
that will humiliate him, and upon whom a lasting tor- 
ment will fall." 

40. Until, when Our will was done and water welled 
out from the oven, We said to Noah: "Take into the 
Ark a pair from every kind, and your family, except 



452 The "oven" (tannur) is believed to have been that of the 
Prophet Adam., and several explanations are advanced for it. 
Another interpretation of the text would yield "fountains of the 
earth" rather than "oven." The point is that the water gushed up 
from underground as well as falling from the sky. 



those against whom the word has already gone forth, 
and those who believe." But only a few believed with 
him« 2 

41. And he said: "Embark in it! In the Name of Allah is 
its course and its mooring. My Lord in indeed Forgiv- 
ing, Compassionate." 

42. So the ark floated with them on waves like moun- 
tains, and Noah cried out to his son who stood apart: 
"0 my son! Ride with us, and do not be with the disbe- 
lievers!" 

43. He replied: "I shall seek refuge in a mountain, 
which will protect me from the water." Noah said: 
"None shall be protected this day from Allah's judge- 
ment, except those to whom He shows mercy." And 
the waves came between them and he was among the 
drowned. 

44. Then it was said: "0 earth, swallow up your 
waters; sky withhold [your rain]!" The floods sub- 
sided, the commandment was fulfilled, and it came to 
rest on al-Judl; and it was said: "away with the unjust 
people!" 453 

45. Noah called out to his Lord, saying: "Lord, my son 
was of my family. Your promise was surely true. You 
are the Most Just of judges." 



453 According to Muslim tradition, the Deluge was local, con- 
fined to a region of the .northern Tigris basin, rather than 
engulfing the entire world. And the Ark rested upon Mount JudI, 
not Mount Ararat — for the great height of Ararat would render the 
Flood a geographical impossibility. Mount JudI is located near the 
frontiers of modern Turkey, Syria and Iraq. 
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46. He replied: "0 Noah! He was not of your family; 
he was of unrighteous conduct. So do not question Me 
about things of which you have no knowledge. I coun- 
sel you that you should not behave as an ignorant 
man." 454 

47. Noah said: "0 my Lord! I seek refuge with You lest 
I ask you for that of which I have no knowledge. And 
unless You forgive me and have mercy on me, I shall 
indeed be one of the losers!" 

48. It was said to him: "0 Noah! Go down [from the 
mountain] with peace from Us and blessings upon 
you and upon some nations [that will spring] from 
those with you. [There will be other] nations unto 
whom We shall give enjoyment and then a painful tor- 
ment from Us will overtake them." 

49. Such are some of the narratives of the Unseen 
which We have revealed unto you [0 Muhammad]. 
Before this neither you nor your people knew them. So 
have patience. For the end is for those who fear 
[Allah] «s 

50. And to the [tribe of] c Ad [We sent] their brother 
Hud. He said: "0 my people! Serve Allah. You have no 
god other than Him. You do nothing but invent [your 
other gods]. 



454 Noah's son did not believe in his father's message. While his 
' brothers'' Shem, Ham and Japheth boarded the Ark together with 

the other believers, this son stayed aloof, despite the evidence of 
the rain, and did not mount. The closest, most authentic tie 
among people is religion, not family or race. Hence, as the Qur'an 
says, "Believers are brothers," while a son and a father of different 
faiths are not so regarded. Thus it was that Noah's son had left his 
family. 

455 The message is that the pure of heart, who work for Allah 
and their fellow-men, may be ridiculed and persecuted, but they 
will be sustained by His mercy. The outcome is for Allah's loved 
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51. "0 my people, I ask of you no reward for this [mes- 
sage]. My reward is due from none but Him who 
created me. Will you not then understand? 

52. "And, my people, ask forgiveness of your Lord, 
then repent to Him. He will send you the skies pour- 
ing abundant rain, and add strength to your strength. 
So do not turn away, criminals!" 

53. They said: "0 Hud, you have brought no proof, 
and we are not going to forsake our gods on your 
[mere] say-so, and we are not believers in you. 



ones. Next the surah turns to the comparable tale of the Prophet 
Hud, upon him.be peace, who was sent, to the. people of. "Ad. in. 
Arabia. The ; story has been mentioned before, at 7:65-72, where 
the intention was to draw a parallel between the Blessed Prophet's 
treatment at the hands of the Makkan idolaters, and the life of the 
earlier prophet. Here, however, another point is emphasized: the 
insolence of c Ad's blind adherence to their false gods, even when a 
Messenger from Allah had been sent to them. Patience, however, 
will be rewarded, as it was in Noah's case, and the outcome is for 
the righteous. 
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54. "We say nothing but that one of our gods has 
afflicted you with some evil." He said: "I call Allah to 
witness, and you [too] bear witness, that I am inno- 
cent of what you associate, 

55. "Beside Him. So plot against me, all of you, then 
give me no respite. 

56. "I have put my trust in Allah, my Lord and your 
Lord. There is nothing that walks [the earth] but that 
He is grasping its forelock. My Lord is upon a Straight 
Path. 



57. "And if you turn away, I have conveyed to you that 
with which I was sent. My Lord will make another 
people to succeed you and you cannot harm Him in 
the least. My Lord is Guardian over all things." 

58. And when Our commandment came, We saved 
Hud and those who believed with him, through a 
mercy from Us. We saved them from a harsh torment. 

59. Such were the c Ad. They denied the signs of their 
Lord and disobeyed His messengers, and followed the 
command of every stubborn tyrant [from their lead- 
ers]. 

60. And a curse was made to pursue them in this life, 
and [also] on the Day of Judgement. Surely c Ad denied 

their Lord. So away with c Ad, the people of Hud! 

61. And to [the tribe of] Thamud, [We sent] their 
brother Salih. He said: "0 my people, worship Allah; 
you have no god other than Him. It is He who pro- 
duced you from the earth and gave you dwellings upon 
it. So seek His forgiveness, then repent to Him. My 
Lord is indeed Near, Responsive." 

62. They said: "0 Salih! Until now you were one in 
whom we placed our hopes. Do you forbid us to wor- 
ship that which our fathers worshipped? Ipdeed we 
are in grave doubt about that to which you are calling 
us." 
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63. He said: "0 my people! Do you not see, if I have a 
clear sign from my Lord and He has sent mercy upon 
me from Him, who then can help me against Allah If I 
were to disobey Him? You would do nothing for me, 
except increase my loss!" 

64. And: "0 my people, this is the she-camel of Allah, 
to be a sign for you. Leave her to eat in Allah's earth 
and inflict no harm on her, lest a swift torment seize 



you 



"456 



65. But they hamstrung her, so he [Salih] said: "Enjoy 
yourselves in your homes for three days. This is a 
threat that will not prove false!" 

66. So when Our commandment came to pass, We 
saved Salih, and those who believed with him, by a 
mercy from Us, from the ignominy of that day. It is 
Your Lord Who is Strong, August. 

67. And the Cry overtook the unjust, and morning 
found them prostrate in their dwellings. 

68. As if they had never dwelt there. Thamud had 
indeed disbelieved in their Lord. So away with 
Thamud!^ 



456 Since the she-camel was a miracle created by Allah from a 
rock, as Salih's ; people "demanded, the Prophet Salih warned and 
told them not to harm her, lest Allah's wrath descend upon them. 

457 According to the sequence of surah 7, the next story should 
be that of Lot, which in fact commences at verse 77 below. It is 
introduced, however, by a brief episode in the life of his uncle 
Abraham. Abraham had by this time passed through the persecu- 
tions in the Mesopotamian valleys, having left behind him the 



•wx »vx //*. '*>» >2tS -2SS '££> J 2S^ 4££> ^ <£& ^ 4£& 4SS >2£S "*» y>v\ >vcv s*\ 
j <S«s 4?s xv> xw xw Nvy >w >w w v»y v*y w xw w/ wy xw ^y yy> v* >/,\ 

>K $ 

$ 









> <^x y*\ ^v v£> yyw yyw y>vx y^v y>^ /a\ y^x yy\x ryw yyvx ywx yy\x /a\ /a\ xyvSv 
wy vy NVy xw \y/ xw xw \yy xyy xw xw ^fs -yW w/ \W \yy <w xjgy V^ 



69. And Our messengers came to Abraham with the 
good news. They said: "Peace!" He said "Peace!" and 
hastened to bring them a roasted calf. 

70. But when he saw their hands not reaching towards 
it, he mistrusted them, and was afraid of them. But 
they said: "Do not fear. We are sent to the people of 
Lot." 

71. And his wife, standing by, laughed, so We gave her 
good tidings [of the birth] of Isaac, and after Isaac, of 
Jacob. 



ancestral idolatry of Ur of the Chaldees, had triumphed over the 
tyranny of Nimrod, and was < now* dwelling in Canaan. Thus pre^ 
pared and sanctified, he was now ready to receive the Message that 
he was to be the progenitor of a great line of Prophets. 
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72. She said. "AJas for me! How shall I bear a child 
when I am old, and my husband is an old man? That is 
indeed a strange thing!" 458 

73- They said: "Are you surprised at Allah's command- 
ment? May the blessings and the mercy of Allah be 
upon you, people of the house! He is indeed Praise- 
worthy, Glorious." 

74- So when the fear departed from Abraham and the 
good tidings came to him, he pleaded with Us for the 
people of Lot. 



75- For Abraham was indeed forbearing, imploring 
and penitent. 

76. Abraham, leave this, [plead no more]. Your 
Lord's command has come, and there is coming upon 
them a torment which is not to be turned back. 

77. And when Our messengers came to Lot distressed 
by their arrival and said: "This is a difficult day. "459 

78. And his people came rushing to him— and before 
then they used to commit abominations— He said: "0 
my people! Here are my daughters [among my peo- 
ple]! They are cleaner [more lawful] for you. Have fear 
of Allah and do not humiliate me by wronging my 
guests. Is there not among you one reasonable 
man?" 460 

79- They replied: "You know we have no need of your 
daughters. You know full well what we are seeking." 

80. He said: "Would that I had strength against you, 
or seek refuge with a strong protector!" 461 

81. [The messengers] said: "0 Lot, we are messengers 
of your Lord. They shall not reach you. So travel with 
your people, without your wife, part of the night and 
let none of you turn around; [all] save your wife, for 
that which will afflict them will afflict her. In' the 
morning their hour will come. Is not the morning 
near?" 



458 According to the commentators, the Prophet Abraham was 
120 at this time, while Sarah was 90. ■ " 

459 The angels came as young handsome men. The Prophet Lot 
thought they were human and feared that his vicious neople w ..W 
act indecently towards them. ' 



4 ° The story present in some ancient sources, which asserts 
that Lot committed incest with his daughters, is a slur upon the 
prophetic office, and has no historical or theological foundation 

The Prophet Muhammad, when he came to this verse said- 
"May Allah have mercy on Lot! He has indeed sought refuge with a 
strong protector!" Meaning that as a Prophet he had always put his 
trust in Allah and relied on Him. 
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82. So when Our commandment came to pass, We 
overthrew [that city], and rained down on them stones 
of baked clay, one after another. 

83. Marked from your Lord. And they are never far 
from the unjust. 

84. And to Madyan [We sent] their brother Shu c ayb. 
He said: "0 my people! Worship Allah. You have no 
other god but Him. Do not give short measure or 
weight. I see you in prosperity, but I fear for you the 
torment of a day that will surround you. 

85. "And my people! Give just measure and weight, 
nor withhold from the people the things that are 
theirs. And do not spread mischief in the land. 

86. "What Allah leaves with you is the best for you, if 
you are believers. And I am no guardian over you." 

87. They said [in sarcasm]: "0 Shu c ayb! Does your 
Prayer command you that we should leave that which 
our forefathers worshipped, or that we should cease 
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doing what we like with our property? Truly, you [have 
always been] forbearant and reasonable!" 

88. He said: "0 my people! What do you think if I 
stand upon a clear sign from my Lord, and He has sus- 
tained me with fair sustenance from Himself? [How 
could I, then, be party to your evil and unlawful prac- 
tices?] I do not wish to do the opposite of what you do 
and commit that which I forbid you to do. I only wish 
to set things right so far as I am able. And my success 
[in my task] can only come from Allah. In Him do I 
trust, and unto Him do I humbly turn. 
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89. "And my people! Let your disagreement with me 
not bring upon you the like of what overtook the peo- 
ple of Noah ? or the people of Hud, or the people of 
Salih. And the people of Lot are not far [in time] from 
you. 

90. "Ask forgiveness of your Lord, then repent to Him. 
My Lord is indeed Compassionate." 

91. They said: "0 Shu c ayb; we do not understand 
much of what you say. In fact we see that you are 



powerless among us. Were it not for your family we 
would have stoned you, for you are not dear to us." 

92. He said: "0 my people! Is then my family dearer to 
you than Allah? And you have put Him behind you, 
neglected! My Lord surrounds what you do." 

93. And: "0 my people! Do as you will; so shall I. You 
will [soon] know who will suffer a torment that will 
humiliate him, and who is a liar. And watch, for I shall 
be watching with you!" 

94. And when Our commandment came to pass We 
saved Shu c ayb and those who believed with him by a 
mercy from Us. And the Cry seized the unjust, and 
morning found them prostrate in their dwellings. 

95. As if they had never dwelt there. So away with 
Madyan, even as done with Thamud! 462 

96. And We sent Moses with Our signs and a clear 
authority, 

97. To Pharaoh and his council. But they followed the 
command of Pharaoh, and the command of Pharaoh 
was not wise. 



4 2 Before turning to general teachings, the narration now 
briefly recalls the story of Moses, which, as the classic emblem of 
the conflict between revelation and statist tyranny, is referred to 
several times in the Qur'an. This time, the story is Void in the con- 
text of the surah's general theme: the danger of submitting to false 
leadership and blind tradition, and failure to recognize the signs 
of the Lord. 
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98. He shall go before his people on the Day of Resur- 
rection and will lead them to the Fire. Evil is the place 
to which they are led. 

99. And a curse is made to follow them in the world, 
and on the Day of Resurrection. Evil is the hospitality 
which shall be offered to them. 

100. These are some of the stories of nations which 
We relate to you [0 Muhammad]. Some still stand, 
others have been mown down. 

101. We wronged them not; but they wronged them- 
selves. The gods to whom they pray beside Allah 
profited them nothing when the command of your 
Lord came. They added to them nothing but ruin. 

102. Such is the seizing of your Lord when He seizes 
the communities while they are unjust. His seizing is 
indeed painful, severe. 

103. Surely in this is a sign for those who fear the tor- 
ment of the Hereafter. That is a day to which mankind 
shall be gathered together; that is a day which will be 
witnessed. 

104. And We delay it but for a term appointed. 

105. When that day comes no soul will speak except by 
His leave. Among those [gathered will be some] 
wretched, [some] fortunate. 



463 v/e are told by our Blessed Prophet that the day will come 
when the Lord shall rescue from the Fire everyone in whose heart 
there was so much as a mustard-seed's weight of faith. Believers, 
however much they may sin, shall not remain in Hell forever. 
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106. As for the wretched, they shall be in the Fire, 
wherein there shall be for them a moaning and a sigh- 
ing. 

107. Perpetually therein, so long as the heavens and 
earth endure, unless your Lord ordains otherwise. For 
your Lord does what He will. 463 

108. And as for the fortunate, they shall dwell perpetu- 
ally in the Garden, as long as the heavens and the 
earth endure, unless your Lord ordains otherwise. A 
gift unfailing. 
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109. Have no doubt as to what they [the idolaters] 
worship. They worship but as their fathers wor- 
shipped before [them]. We shall pay them back [in 
full] their portion [of the penalty] undiminished. 

no. We gave the Book to Moses, but differences arose 
about it. Had a decree not already gone forth from 
your Lord, the case would have been judged between 
them. They are in grave doubt concerning it. 



in. And, surely to each of them* your Lord will pay '* 
back in full [the recompense] of their deeds, for He is 
Aware of all that they do. 

112. Therefore be upright as you were commanded, 
together with those who have repented with you. And 
do not transgress. For He sees all that you do. 464 

113. And [0 Muslims] do not incline towards those 
who are unjust, or the Fire will touch you, and you will 
have no protecting friends other than Allah, and then 
you will not be helped. 

114. And establish the Prayer at the two ends of the day 
and at the approaches of the night For good deeds 
will annul evil ones. This is a reminder for the mind- 
ful.^ 

115. And have patience [0 Muhammad], for Allah will 
not cause the reward of those who act with excellence 
to be wasted. 

116. If only there had been, among the generations 
before you, men possessing a remnant [of piety] to 
forbid people mischief in the earth! Only a few among 
them whom We delivered [have done this]. But the 
workers of injustice pursued their luxurious pleasures, 
and thus were criminals. 

117. Your Lord would not destroy cities without just 
cause, if their people were virtuous. 



464 As the Companions of the Prophet have told us, no verse 
made the Blessed Prophet more anxious than this. Once he said: 
"The surah of Hud has turned my hair gray." For this verse is the 
essence of religion. To recognize God demands that one follow 
His commandments, and walk His path. While for the Prophet, 
whose whole life was an act of sincere worship, this was not diffi- 
cult, he is here commanded to stand firm "together with those 
who repent with him," namely, the believers. And not all of them 
were firmly established on the path of light, purity and goodness. 
It was this anxiety which rendered his hair gray. Such was his con- 
cern for us. May the Lord bless him, and grant him peace! 



4& 5 The ritual Prayer, as the Blessed Prophet taught his Compan- 
ions, is like a river running by one's house. If one bathes in it five 
times a day, no dirt can remain. 
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118. If your Lord had so willed, He could have made 
mankind one nation, but they will not cease to dif- 
fer. 466 

119. Except those to whom your Lord has shown 
mercy. It is for this that He has created them. This 
word of your Lord has been fulfilled: "I will fill Hell 
with jinns and mankind altogether." 

120. And each story of the messengers We relate to 
you to make firm thereby your heart. And in them 
there comes to you the truth, as well as a counsel and 
a reminder to the believers. 

121. Say to those who do not believe: "Do whatever you 
can, We shall do our part. 

122. "And wait if you will; we too are waiting." 

123. To Allah belongs the Unseen of the heavens and 
the earth. To Him the whole affair shall be returned, 
so worship Him and put your trust in Him. Your Lord 
is not unaware of what you do. 



SURAH 12 

YUSUF 

Revealed at Makkah 

This surah differs from all the others in having only one sub- 
ject, in this case, the life of the Prophet Joseph. It is said 
that it was revealed two years before the Hijrah. 

JOSEPH 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. AIiJ. Lam. Ra'. These are the signs [or "the verses"] 
of the Manifest Book. 
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2. We have sent it down as an Arabic Qur'an, that you 
may understand. 467 

3. We recount to you the best of narratives by revealing 
to you this Qur'an. Before this you were among the 
unaware. 468 

4. When Joseph said to his father: "0 my father! I saw 
[in a dream] eleven stars, and the sun and the moon; I 
saw them prostrating themselves to me." 



466 Man's essential unity can be retrieved by a universal recogni- 
tion that his Maker is One, and that He has sent reminders for our 
guidance. Then the purpose of his creation, to recognize Allah and 
seek the return to Him, would be completely fulfilled. This is one 
of the key messages of this surah. 

467 Qur'an means recitation, which is its primary and most evi- 
dent meaning. It was said to the Blessed Prophet as the first 
revelation: "Iqra'!" "Recite!" Then he was given what he was to 
recite. Another meaning is "the gathering," that which has gath- 
ered together everything that mankind needs to know to be 
"gathered" to their maker. As such it is complemented by its other 



aspect of "criterion" or "discernment," the "Furqdn," which is 
another name of the Book and leads to the acquisition of the abili- 
ty to discriminate between real and illusory, right and wrong, and 
legal and illegal. 

468 The Prophet had the knowledge of the "ancients and the 
latecomers," as he has informed us, but he had it in sum, not in 
detail. This means he knew the principles according to which cre- 
ation unfolds and the secrets behind it's unfolding. However, to 
know a specific episode in detail, Allah reveals to him in the 
Qur'an or showed it to him by way of unveiling. 
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5. [His father] said: "0 my son, say nothing of this 
dream to your brothers, lest they should plot against 
you. For the Devil is a manifest enemy to man. 

6. "Thus will your Lord choose you and teach you the 
interpretation of events, and will complete His grace 
upon you and upon the family of Jacob as He complet- 
ed it to your two forefathers Abraham and Isaac before 
you. Your Lord is indeed Knowing, Wise." 

7. Surely in [the tale of] Joseph and his brothers there 
are signs for those who ask. 469 



8. They said [to each other]: "Surely Joseph and his 
[full] brother [Benjamin] are dearer to our father than 
ourselves, although we are numerous. Our father is 
indeed in manifest error." 

9. "Kill Joseph or cast him out in some [other] land, 
so that your father's attention should turn only to you, 
and thereafter you should again become virtuous peo- 
ple." 

10. One of them said: "Do not kill Joseph, but cast him 
into the depth of the pit; some caravan will find him, if 
you must do something!" 

11. They said: "0 our father why do you not trust us 
with Joseph? We shall indeed take care of him! 

12. "Send him with us tomorrow that he may enjoy 
himself and play. We will guard him well." 

13. [Jacob] said: "It would much grieve me that you 
should take him with you, and I fear lest the wolf 
should devour him while you are inattentive of him." 

14. They said: "If the wolf devour him while we are 
numerous, then we should surely be losers!" 



469 The Rabbis had told the pagan chiefs of Makkah to question 
the Blessed Prophet, to discover whether he could say anything 
about why the Israelites had gone to Egypt. This surah was revealed 
as a response to them. 
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15. And when they went with him and agreed to put 
him in the depth of the pit, We revealed to him: "You 
shall [one day] tell them of this deed of theirs when 
they will know you not. " 

16. At nightfall they returned weeping to their father. 

17. They said: "0 our father! We went racing and left 
Joseph with our goods and the wolf devoured him. But 
you will not believe us, though we tell the truth." 

18. And they brought his shirt [to Jacob] with false 
blood on it. "No!" he said. "Your souls have tempted 
you to do something [evil]. [For me] gracious patience 
[is most fitting]. Allah [alone] is He whose help can 
be sought [to bear the misfortune] of which you 
speak." 470 

19. And there came a caravan, and they sent their 
water-drawer. He let down his pail [into the pit]. He 
said: "Good news! Here is a boy!" And they hid him as 
merchandise, and Allah knew of what they did. 

20. And they sold him for a low price, a number of sil- 
ver coins; and they attached no value to him. 
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21. The man who bought him in Egypt said to his wife: 
"Receive him honorably. Perhaps he may prove useful 
to us, or we may adopt him as a son." Thus we estab- 
lished in the land a home for Joseph, so that We may 
teach him to interpret events. Allah brings to pass 
what He will, though most men do not know. 

22. And when Joseph reached his full manhood, We 
bestowed on him wisdom and knowledge. Thus do 
We reward those who act with excellence. 



470 Joseph wore a garment of many colors. If the brothers "could 
produce it bloodstained before their father, they thought he would 
be convinced that Joseph had been killed by a wild beast. But the 
stain was of "false blood," not the blood of Joseph, but the blood 
of a goat which the brothers had killed for this purpose. Their 
device was not quite convincing, because, as the commentators 
point out, the garment was intact, and unlikely savaged by a wolf. 



&$m 



mm 



YUSUF • 12 



238 



/ .jSgr -^r <Bfr yy^r yg> ^> ^> ^ ^ ^> ^> w> xw vw ^ ^ w ^, ^ ^ „ ^ 



■»-»» ,/^ </£ ».? / :""'• 1i-/S\^ tt 



$ 



% 



V^Wk. J!A.V •AX ^A\ ^V /A\ - *S*.X ./lAX, /AV /A\ ^tS**. j^V ^iA.V /A\ SASk /A\ /A\ -rfgX ^^ / 

xyy- ^SS' n*/ - syy w w^ xyy WX xvy xvr -yay -^^ v*y svy v*y wx ^Z^ ^w- xw 



23. Now, the woman in whose house he was [his mas- 
ter's wife] sought to seduce him; she bolted the doors 
and said: "Come!' 5 "Allah forbid!" he replied. He [your 
husband] is my lord, and has treated me honorably. 
Assuredly, the unjust never prosper. 

24. She moved towards him and he moved toward her, 
but he saw the sign of his Lord. Thus We warded off 
from him indecency and evil, for he was one of our 
servants, whom we chose to be most purified. 471 



25. So they raced each other to the door, and she tore 
his shirt from the back, and they met her master near 
the door. She said: "What shall be his punishment, 
who wishes evil to your family, save prison or a painful 
torment?" 

26. He [Joseph] said: "It was she who tried to seduce 
me!" And one of her household saw [this] and bore 
witness [saying], "If his shirt is torn from the front 
she is speaking the truth, and he is a liar. 

27. "But if it is torn from behind then she is lying and 
he is truthful." 

28. So when he saw his shirt torn from behind [her 
husband] said: "This is of your guile you women, your 
guile is indeed great! 

29. Joseph, turn away from this! And you ask for- 
giveness for your sin, for you have done wrong." 

30. And some women in the city said: "The Minister's 
wife has been trying to seduce her servant, she is infat- 
uated with his love. We see her in manifest error!" 472 



47 1 Joseph, being a Prophet, could not possibly desire some- 
thing sinfiil, for Allah guards his saints against such things, let 
alone his Prophets. He could not have thought about it either, even 
fleetingly, for to think of indecency is a kind of indecency and 
Allah states that he was one of those chosen by Him to be the most 
purified. Some commentators state that he "moved towards her" 
to physically chastise her for her infidelity to her husband and that 
the sign he saw was the image of his father, at which point he 
turned away and fled. 



472 Al- c Aziz, rendered here as u the Minister," literally means he 
who is eminent, honorable, and in a position of power. In this 
instance it seems that he acted for the King as a Prime Minister, 
ruling the country under his supervision. 
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31. When she heard of their malicious talk she invited 
them and prepared a banquet for them. She gave each 
of them a knife and said [to Joseph]: "Come out 
before them!" When they saw him, they were amazed 
at him and cut their hands, exclaiming "Allah forbid! 
This is no human being, this is but a noble angel." 

32. "This is the man," she said, "on whose account 
you reproached me. I did seek to seduce him, but he 
refused. And now, if he does not do my bidding he 
shall be imprisoned and humiliated!" 

33. He said: "0 my Lord! Prison is more pleasing to 
me than that to which they invite me; and unless you 
turn their guile away from me I should feel inclined 
towards them and so become one of the ignorant." 

34. So his Lord answered him and turned away from 
him their guile. He it is who is the Hearing, the Know- 
ing. 

35. Then they thought it appropriate, having seen the 
signs, to imprison him for a time. 

36. And with him there came into the prison two 
young men. One of them said: "I dreamt that I was 
pressing wine." The other said: "I dreamt that I was 



473 Ancient Egyptian religion was steeped in idolatry. The 
Prophet Joseph, despite his situation, lost no opportunity to 
remind men of the One True God. Here he does it simply, by 
appealing to his own experience. He had found that Allah had 
always aided him, however black the circumstance, and kept his 
hopes alive. 
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carrying upon my head bread of which the birds were 
eating. Tell us its interpretation, for we see that you 
are [a man] of excellence." 

37. He said: "The food which you are given [daily] will 
not come to you before I shall have told the interpreta- 
tion before it befalls you. This is a part of the 
[knowledge] that my Lord has taught me. I have aban- 
doned the religion of people who do not believe in 
Allah and deny the Hereafter. 473 
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38. "And I follow the religion of my fathers, Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob. It is not for us to associate anything 
with Allah as a partner. This is the grace of Allah upon 
us and upon mankind, yet most people are not grate- 
ful 

39. "0 my two fellow-prisoners! Are many diverse 
lords better, or Allah, the One, the Irresistible? 

40. "Those whom you worship other than Him are 
nothing but names which you and your fathers have 
named, for which Allah never sent down any authori- 

474 In this instance the ruler of Egypt is called "King" not 
"Pharaoh," since these were the days when Egypt was not ruled by 
a dynasty of Egyptian Pharaohs, but by the Hyksos Kings, the 
Palestinian nomads or "shepherds" who had invaded Egypt. With 
this as with other historical details, the Qur'an is very precise, 
demonstrating once more, for those who need it, its superhuman 
origin, since no such knowledge was ever known in the Arabian 
peninsula. 



ty. The judgement is for none but Allah. He has com- 
manded that you worship none but Him. That is the 
right religion; but most men do not know. 

41. "0 my two fellow-prisoners! As for one of you he 
will pour out wine for his lord to drink, and as for the 
other he will be crucified, and birds will peck at his 
head. Thus is the decision in the matter, concerning 

which you inquired." 

42. And [Joseph] said to the prisoner whom he knew 
would be freed: "Remember me in the presence of 
your lord!" But the Devil made him forget to mention 
him to his lord, and [Joseph] stayed in prison for sev- 
eral years. 

43. And the king [of Egypt, one day] said: "I saw [in a 
dream] seven fat cows which seven lean ones 
devoured; and also seven green ears of corn and 
[seven] others dry. council! Tell me the interpreta- 
tion of my dream, if you understand the meanings of 
dreams." 474 
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44. They said: "This is confusion such as happens in 
dreams; and we are not skilled in the interpretation of 
dreams." 

45. Thereupon the one of the two men who had been 
released, after a long time, remembered, said: "I will 
tell you the interpretation of it, send me [to Joseph in 
prison]." 

46. "0 Joseph!" [he said]: "0 man of truth! Tell us 
about seven fat cows which seven lean ones devoured; 
also of seven green ears of corn and the other [seven] 
which were dry, that I may return to my people, that 
they may know." 475 

47. He said: "You shall sow, as usual, for seven years. 
Leave in its ears what you reap, except a little which 
you may eat. 

48. "Then will come after that seven hard [years], 
which will consume all but a little of that which you 
have stored for them. 

49. "Then will come after that a year in which the peo- 
ple will have abundant water and in which they will 
press [wine and oil]." 

50. So the king said: "Bring him to me!" But when the 
messenger came to him, he [Joseph] said: "Go back to 
your lord and ask him about the women who cut their 
hands. My Lord knows well their guile." 
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51. He [the king] said [to the women]: "What hap- 
pened when you tried to seduce Joseph?" They said: 
"Allah forbid! We know no evil of him." The wife of 
the minister said: "Now the truth has come to light. It 
was I who tried to seduce him and he is indeed truth- 
ful." 

52. [Then Joseph said: I asked for] this that he [my 
Lord] may know I have never betrayed him in his 
absence and Allah will never guide the treacherous. 



475 "Man of Truth" is here used for a! 
truthful and sincere. 
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53. I do not claim innocence for my soul, the soul 
does indeed incite to evil, unless my Lord has mercy; 
indeed my Lord is Forgiving, Compassionate. 

54. And the king said: "Bring him before me so that 1 
may attach him exclusively to myself" Then when he 
had spoken to him he said: "You shall today became 
wifh us honored and trustworthy." 

55. [Joseph] said: "Set me over the storehouses of the 
land, for I am a knowledgeable guardian." 



476 xhe Prophet Joseph was appointed as supreme authority over 
the internal affairs of Egypt, governing with the King's authority. 
In the meantime, Potiphar, the erstwhile Minister, had died. The 
King married Joseph to his widow, Zulaykha, for she had repented 
of her actions so sincerely that Allah had purified her and given 
her inward light of the heart, so much so that, as some commenta- 
tors said, when about to marry Joseph, she told him she no longer 
had any place in her heart left for him, for the love of Allah had 
occupied it all. Joseph, however, reassured her regarding this, for 
the marriage was to be not one of earthly pleasure but an act of 
worship. 



56. Thus We gave Joseph mastery over the land, to 
take possession of it where he pleased. We reach with 
Our mercy whom We will, and We never waste the 
reward of those who act with excellence. 

57. And the reward of the Hereafter is better for those 
who believe and fear [Allah]. 476 

58. Then came Joseph's brothers. They entered his 
presence and he recognized them, but they knew him 

not. 477 

59. And when he had given them their provisions, he 
said: "Bring me that brother of yours from your father. 
Do you not see that I pay out full measure and I am the 

best of hosts? 478 

60. "But if you do not bring him to me you shall have 
no grain to be measured from me. Do not even come 

near me!" 

61. They said: "We will try to talk to his father about 
him, indeed we shall do it." 

62. And [Joseph] told his servants: "Put their mer- 
chandise [with which they had bartered] into their 
saddle-bags, so that they should know it when they 
return to their family, that they might return." 

63. So when they went back to their father they said: 
"0 our father! Measures of grain are now forbidden us 
[unless we take our brother]; so send our brother with 
us that we may obtain our measure, and we will 
indeed guard him." 



Joseph took all necessary precautions for the drought, improv- 
ing farming techniques, and establishing a system ; of stores for 
use in the difficult years ahead. During the years of drought, peo- 
ple from around the world came to Egypt to buy grain. Jacob, too, 
sent his sons — with the exception of Benjamin. 

477 Joseph asked his brothers who they were. They said their 
father's name was Jacob the Prophet. They were once twelve broth- 
ers, but one had died in the desert, while another had stayed 
behind with their father. 

478 He meant: your half-brother, since he and Benjamin had the 
same mother, but not the others. 
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64. [And Jacob said:] "Am I to entrust him to you as I 
once entrusted his brother to you before? But Allah is 
the best of guardians and He is the Most Merciful of 
the merciful!" 

65. Then when they opened their baggage they found 
that their merchandise had been returned to them. 
They said, "0 our father! What [more] can we ask? 
Here is our merchandise returned to us. So we shall 
[again] buy food for our family and we shall guard our 
brother, and also add a camel's load [of grain to our 
provisions]. This [that we bring now] is a small quan- 
tity." 

66. He [Jacob] said: "I will not send him with you until 
you give me a solemn oath by Allah to bring him back 
to me, unless you are [in some way] prevented." And 
when they had given their solemn oath, he said: "Allah 
is witness to what we say." 

67. [Further] he said: "0 my sons! Do not enter [the 
capital of Egypt] from one gate, but enter from sepa- 
rate gates. I cannot help you at all against Allah. The 
decision is His alone, in Him have I put my trust and 
all who would trust [anyone], should put their trust in 
Him [alone]." 479 
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68. And when they entered in the manner their father 
had advised, it would not have benefited them in the 
least against Allah, it was but a wish in Jacob's soul 
which he had thus fulfilled. For he was full of knowl- 
edge which We had given him, but most people do not 
know. 

69. And when they came into Joseph's presence, he 
took his [full] brother to himself, saying: "It is I, your 
brother; so do not grieve at what they did!" 



479 Had they entered all together, dressed in foreign garb, they 
.might have attracted attention or suspicion: 
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70. And when he had furnished them with their provi- 
sions, he hid the drinking cup into his brother's 
saddlebag. Then shouted out a crier: "0 camel-riders, 
you are surely thieves!" 

71. They said turning towards them: "What is it that 
you have lost?" 

72. They said: "We do not find the king's cup; he who 
brings it shall have a camel load, and I guarantee 

this." 



73. They [the brothers] said: "By Allah, you well know 
that we did not come to make mischief in the land and 
we are no thieves!" 

74. [The Egyptians] said: "What then shall be the 
penalty for it, if you are [proved] liars?" 

75. They said: "The penalty shall be that the one in 
whose saddle-bag [the cup] is found, he shall be the 
penalty of it. Thus we punish the unjust." 480 

76. So he [Joseph] began [the search] with their bag- 
gage before the baggage of his brother; then he 
brought it out of his brother's baggage. Thus did We 
plan for Joseph. He could not have taken his brother 
according to the king's law, unless Allah so willed. 
Whomsoever We will, We raise in degrees. Over every 
man of knowledge is One who is more Knowing. 

77. They said: "If he has stolen, a brother of his has 
committed a theft before him." But Joseph kept his 
secret and did not reveal it to them. He said [within 
himself]: "You are in worse case; and Allah knows bet- 
ter [the truth of] what you are describing." 481 

78. They said: "0 Minister, He has a father who is very 
old [who will grieve for him]; so take one of us instead 
of him, for we see that you are who one acts with 
excellence." 



- 8o According to the Egyptian law of the period, a thief was 
beaten and forced to pay double the value of what he stole. But in 
the Jewish law, as recorded in Exodus xxii:3, we read that if a thief 
has not the resources to make restitution, he is to be enslaved by 
the plaintiff. 

481 It is said that when Joseph was a child, an aunt of his who 
loved him dearly wished him to stay with her, against the wishes of 
Jacob, who loved him also. The aunt devised a plan, by which she 
tied a belt inherited from Abraham around the waist of Joseph, 
and then announced to everyone that the belt was lost. After a 
short search, it was found on Joseph. According to the law, he was 



then obliged to stay with his aunt. Here we see the, hatred of the 
ten brothers for Joseph and Benjamin again made manifest. Again 
they tell a lie, and they are ready to believe the worst of Benjamin. 
But they fear their father's wrath still more. 
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79. He said: "Allah forbid that we should seize any but 
him with whom our property was found, for then we 
should be unjust." 

80. When they despaired of moving him [Joseph], they 
went aside to confer together. The eldest of them said: 
"Do you not know how your father took a solemn oath 
from you by Allah and how before this you lost 
Joseph? I will not leave this land until my father per- 
mits me or Allah judges for me. He is the Best of 
Judges. 

81. "Return to your father and say: 'Father, your son 
has committed a theft. We testify only to that which 
we know but we cannot guard against the unknown! 

82. "'Enquire of the city where we have been, and the 
caravan in which we returned, and we are indeed 
being truthful!'" 

83. [Jacob] said: "No, but your souls have tempted you 
into something, so gracious patience [shall be my 
way]. Maybe Allah will bring them all [back] to me. 
For He is indeed the Knowing, the Wise." 482 



482 As Joseph's brothers had lied before, Jacob was not disposed 
to. believe their words now. He said:. "You are liars; how can the" 
Minister of Egypt know our law and punish my son this way?" 
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84. And he turned away from them saying: "How great 
is my grief for Joseph!" And his eyes turned white with 
the sorrow that he was suppressing. 

85. They said: "By Allah! Will you not cease to think of 
Joseph until your health is ruined or you die?" 

86. He said: "I only complain of my anguish and my 
sorrow to Allah, and I know from Allah what you do 
not know. 
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87. "0 my sons; go and seek news of Joseph and his 
brother, and never give up hope of Allah's Mercy. 
Truly, no one despairs of Allah's Mercy except those 
who have no faith." 

88. Then when they returned into Joseph's presence 
they said: "0 Minister, we and our family have been 
suffering and we have brought but poor merchandise, 
so fill up for us the measure, and be charitable to us, 
for surely Allah rewards the charitable." 



89. He said: "Do you know what you did with Joseph 
and his brother in your ignorance?" 

90. They said: "Are you indeed Joseph?" "I am 
Joseph," he said, "and this is my brother. Allah has 
been gracious to us. He who fears Allah and is patient, 
surely Allah never wastes the reward of those who act 
with excellence." 

91. "By Allah," they said; "Allah has indeed preferred 
you over us; and we were indeed sinful!" 

92. He said: "No reproach, this day, shall be on you. 
May Allah forgive you, and He is the Most Merciful of 
the merciful! 483 

93. "Go with this shirt of mine and lay it on my 
father's face. He will recover his sight; then bring me 
all your family!" 

94. When the caravan departed [from Egypt], their 
father said [in Canaan]: "Surely, I perceive Joseph's 
scent, though you think I am doting." 

95. [Those around him] said: "By Allah you are [still] 
in your old error." 



483 Joseph here shows true forgiveness, realizing that his broth- 
ers are now contrite, and recognize that greatness is given by Ajlah 
alone. But an urgent task remains: the aged Jacob must be brought 
the good news. 
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96. When the bearer of glad tidings came he laid it on 
his face, and once more his sight returned to him. He 
said: "Did I not tell you that I knew from Allah what 
you did not know?" 

97. They said: "0 our father, ask forgiveness of our 
sins for us; We have indeed been sinful." 

98. He said: "I shall ask forgiveness for you of my 
Lord, for He is indeed Forgiving, Compassionate." 

99. Then, when they entered the presence of Joseph, 
he took his two parents to himself saying: "Enter into 
Egypt, Allah willing, [where you will be] safe." 

100. And he raised his parents on the throne and they 
fell down in prostration before him. He said: "0 my 
father! This is the interpretation of my dream of long 
ago. My Lord has made it come true. He was indeed 
good to me when He took me out of the prison and 
brought you [all here] out of the desert [even] after the 
Devil had sown enmity between me and my brothers. 
My Lord is gende to what he will; He it is who is 
Knowing, Wise." 

101. "0 my Lord! You have indeed given me some sover- 
eignty and taught me something of the interpretation 
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of dreams. O Creator of the heavens and the earth, You 
are my protector in this world and in the Hereafter, 
make me die in submission to you [as a Muslim] and 
make me join the virtuous." 484 

102. This is news of the unseen which We reveal to you 
[0 Muhammad]. You were not with them when they 
agreed upon their plan and they were scheming. 

103. And though you try so eagerly, the majority of 
people will not believe. 



& The famous praver of Joseph is confirmation. . of his deep 
humility. In the moment of his greatest triumph,. his rulership, 
spiritual gifts, and family situation do not make him arrogant, for 
he knows that all is from the Lord. 

This story is a reminder of the essential identity of all Divine 
messengers, the identity of perfection. When the Prophet Muham- 
mad defeated the Makkans and conquered Makkah, he was seen at 
his most humble as he entered the city, bowing his head to his 
Lord in gratitude, so much that it was seen to almost touch his 



saddle When the conquest was accomplished and the whole tribe 
was gathered before the Ka ! bah to hear his verdict, he asked: 
"What do you think 1 shall do to you?" They replied: "You are a ' 
generous brother and the son of a generous brother!" To which he 
said as Joseph had said before him: "No reproach shall be upon 
you this day! May Allah forgive you and He is the Most Merciful of 
the merciful!" 
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104. You demand of them no recompense for this, it is 
nothing but a reminder to the worlds. 

105. Many are the signs in the heavens and the earth, 
which they pass by, yet they turn away from them. 

106. And most of them believe in Allah only if they 
associate [other powers with Him]. 

107. Do they feel secure that a pall of Allah's torment 
will not come upon them, or that the Hour will not 
come upon them suddenly, when they are unaware? 



108. Say: "This is my path. I call to Allah, clear-sight- 
edly, I and those who follow me. Transcendent is 
Allah! And I am not among those who associate [oth- 
ers with him]." 

109. We only sent before you men to whom We reveal, 
of the people of the townships. Have they not traveled 
the land and seen what was the end of those before 
them? The abode of the Hereafter is better for those 
who fear [Allah]. Will you not understand? 

no. And when [at length] the messengers despaired 
and knew that they were given the lie, there reaches 
them Our victory. And those whom We will are saved. 
And never is Our wrath averted from criminal people. 

in. In their stories there is a lesson for men of under- 
standing. This [Qur'an] is no invented tale but a 
confirmation of the previous [books], a detailed expla- 
nation of all things, a guidance and a mercy to people 
who believe. 485 



485 The message and source of the Qur'an are not new. The 
story of Joseph, the "best of all stories," is known to the Christians 
and jews, who have it in Genesis. The message of the Blessed 
Prophet of Islam is a joyful reminder of Allah's ancient truth, a 
source of mercy for all with faith. 
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SURAH 13 

AL-RA C D 

Reuealed at Makkah 

THE THUNDER 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. Alif. Lam. Mim. Rd\ These are the signs of the Book. 
That which is sent down to you from your Lord is the 
Truth; but most people do not believe. 

2. Allah is He who raised the heavens without pillars 
that you can see, then He established Himself upon 
the Throne. He subjected the sun and the moon; each 
runs [its course] for an appointed term. He regulates 
all affairs and makes clear the signs, that you may have 
certainty in the meeting with your Lord. 

3. And it is He who spread out the earth and placed 
upon it firm mountains and rivers, and fruit of every 
kind in pairs. He draws the night [as a veil] over the 
day. In these things are signs for those who reflect. 486 
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4. And on the earth are neighboring tracts, vineyards 
and ploughed lands, and palms in pairs and palms 
single; watered with one water; and some of them We 
make better than others to eat. In that are signs for 
those who understand. 

5. And if you wonder, then wondrous is their saying: 
"What! When we became dust, shall we then be 
[raised to] a new creation?" Those are they who disbe- 
lieve in their Lord; on their necks are fetters; those 
shall be the people of the Fire, dwelling there forever. 



■ "'• ; ' 486 In "these things" that Allah mentions in this and the previ- 
ous two verses are signs for "those who reflect." To. reflect on the 
astounding nature of the cosmos is to experience the awe and 
wonder of how such beauty, harmony, and complexity originated 
and how it is sustained. But for these to be "signs," reflection has 
to base itself on the pre-rational knowledge that there is an 
Absolute underlying all relative phenomena, an Omnipotence 
underlying all relative powers, a Wisdom underlying the laws of 



nature. This is pointed at in the next verse where the symbolism of 
■water is- used. A single kind of water nourishes "neighboring 
tracts, vineyards and ploughed lands" and gives them life. That 
same water produces palm-trees, some single, others paired, and 
some better tasting than others. "Those who understand" are 
those who can grasp the unity underlying variety. 
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6. They demand from you to hasten on the evil rather 
than the good, even though there have passed before 
them [many] examples. But your Lord Is forgiving to 
men for all their injustice, and your Lord is severe in 
punishment. 487 

y. And the disbelievers say: "Why has no sign been 
sent down to him from his Lord?" But you are only a 
warner; and every people has a guide. 



8. Allah knows what every female bears and the 
wombs decreasing and increasing. Every thing with 
him has a measure. 

9. He knows the unseen and the visible, He is the 
Great, the Supreme. 

10. It is the same [to Him] whether any of you conceal 
his speech or declare it, whether he hides himself in 
the night or walks forth in the daytime. 

11. For every [such person] there are guardian [angels] 
before him and behind him. They guard him by the 
command of Allah. Allah never changes the condition 
of a people unless they themselves change what is in 
themselves. If Allah wills a misfortune, there can be 
no turning it back, nor will they find besides Him any 
protector. 

12. It is He Who shows you the lightning to arouse 
fear and hope; and raises up the heavy clouds. 488 

13. The thunder glorifies Him with His praise, as do 
the angels in awe of Him. He lets loose the thunder- 
bolts and strikes with them whom He will, yet they 
dispute about Allah, Who is mighty in wrath. 



4 8 7 The Makkan idolaters had said, "0 Lord God! If this Qur'an 
is indeed a message from You, then rain down stones upon us at 
once, or punish us in some other way!" 



488 Again the same natural phenomenon produces two opposite 
effects. The first, fear from thunderbolts manifesting the rigorous 
aspect of the Divine Attributes. The second, hope in rain manifest- 
ing the gende aspect. Both are united in the One Divine Essence. 
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14. To Him is the call of truth. And those upon whom 
they call beside Allah, give them no answer, [no more 
than] if one stretched forth one's hands toward water 
[asking] that it may come to his mouth, but it can 
never reach it. The prayers of the disbelievers can only 
go astray. 

15. And to Allah prostrate all who are in the heavens 
and the earth, willingly or unwillingly, and their shad- 
ows too, in the mornings and in the evenings. 

16. Say: "Who is the Lord of the heavens and the 
earth?" Say: "Allah!" Say: "Have you then taken others 
beside Him to be your protectors, who can do neither 
good nor harm even to themselves?" Say: "Are the 
blind and the seeing equal, or the darknesses and the 
light?" Or have the partners they have set up with 
Allah created anything like His creation so that the 
creation [which they made and His creation] seemed 
similar to them? Say: "Allah is the creator of all things, 
and He is the One, the Irresistible." 489 

17. He sends down water from the sky, and the valleys 
flow, each according to its capacity, then the flood car- 
ries a swelling foam on it surface. [Likewise] there 
arises a scum out of the metals which they melt in the 
fire for making ornaments and utensils. Thus Allah 
makes the truth distinct from falsehood. Then, as for 
the foam, it passes away as scum upon the banks, 
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while what is beneficial for the people remains in the 
earth. Thus does Allah give examples. 490 

18. Bliss is the reward of those who respond the call of 
their Lord. As for those who rejected His call, they 
would willingly give for their ransom all that is on 
earth, if they possessed it, and as much besides. Those 
shall have an evil reckoning: their abode shall be Hell; 
an evil abode. 



489 Setting up relative beings as influential powers besides the 
Absolute, and worshiping them in one way or another, is what 
properly constitutes idolatry. It means that one is blind to the 
unique power operating in the universe, distracted by the shadows 
that he takes for reality, worshipping his own illusions. This is 
why the Prophet is commanded by Allah in this verse to ask the 
idolaters these questions: "who is the Lord [the sole power] of the 
heavens and earth?" "Have you taken others beside Him to be your 
protectors, who can do neither good nor harm, even to them- 
selves?" [Meaning, can created beings have any real influence 
when they have a creator, a Lord?] "Are the blind and the seeing 
equal? Or the darknesses and the light?" Darkness is always in the 
plural when opposed to light, for the veils causing it are numer- 



ous, ignorance, illusion, arrogance, passion, < and so on, while 
there is only one light, that of Allah. 

490 The symbol of water is again used, here. The water that 
comes down from heaven is the light of Revelation. Each valley, or 
individual soul, receives as much as it is capable of receiving. The 
water is beneficial and, when conveyed to dry souls, refreshes and 
vivifies them. However, the souls that convey this knowledge to 
others are not ordinarily entirely pure, hence the scum on the sur- 
face mentioned in the verse. On the material level the same 
phenomenon occurs, melted metal carries scum, the metal itself is 
beneficial and is made into useful things, whereas the scum is use- 
less in both cases. 
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19. How can one who knows what is sent down to you 
from your Lord is the Truth be like one who is blind? 
Only those who understand remember. 

20. Those who fulfil their pact with Allah and do not 
break their pledge, 

21. And those who join together what Allah has com- 
manded to be joined, and fear their Lord and dread an 
evil reckoning, 



22. And those who are patient for the sake of their 
Lord, perform the Prayer, and spend openly and 
secretly of what We have bestowed upon them, and 
overcome evil with good. Theirs shall be the final 
abode. 

23. Gardens of Paradise which they shall enter, 
together with the virtuous from among their fathers, 
their wives and descendants, and the angels shall 
enter upon them from every gate, [saying]: 

24. "Peace be upon you because you were patient. 
How excellent is the final abode!" 

25. But those who break the pact of Allah after accept- 
ing it and who sever what Allah has commanded to be 
joined, and work corruption in the land, for them is a 
curse and theirs will be an evil abode. 

26. Allah enlarges provision for whom He will, and 
restricts it; and they rejoice in the life of the world; but 
the life of the world is but a brief enjoyment compared 
with the Hereafter. 

27. Those who disbelieve say: "Why has a sign not 
been sent down upon him from his Lord?" Say: "Allah 
leads astray whom He will and guides to Him those 
who repent. 491 

28. "Those who believe and whose hearts find tranquil- 
lity in the remembrance of Allah. It is in the remem- 
brance of Allah that hearts find tranquillity. 



491 The remembrance of Allah stirs in the hearts the emotional 
correlates of the believer's faith in Allah's mercy and generosity. It 
replaces the movements of the disquieted soul with the tranquility 
of the Eternal, thus being the best remedy for the troubled hearts. 
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29. "Those who believe and do good; blessed are they 
and theirs is an excellent end." 

30. Thus We have sent you to a nation before whom 
many others have passed away, that you may recite to 
them what we have revealed to you. Yet they disbelieve 
in the All-Merciful. Say: "He is my Lord, there is no 
god but He. In Him I trust and to him I turn." 

31. Had it been possible for a Qur'an to cause the 
mountains to move, the earth to be torn asunder, or 
the dead to speak, [this Qur'an would have done so]. 
No, but the matter is wholly Allah's. Do not the believ- 
ers know that if Allah had willed, He would have 
guided all people? As for the disbelievers, because of 
what they do, calamity will not cease to afflict them, or 
to dwell near their home, until Allah's promise comes. 
Allah does not fail in His promise. 

32. And messengers were mocked before you; but 
though I bore long with the disbelievers, at last I 
seized them, and how [awful] was My punishment! 

33. Is then He Who watches over every soul and [all] 
that it acquires [like any other?] And yet they ascribe 
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partners to Allah. Say: "Name them!" Or are you 
informing Him of what He does not know on earth, or 
is it [just] a show of words? No, but their devices are 
made to seem fair to the disbelievers, and they are kept 
away from the [right] path. There is no guide for those 
whom Allah leads astray. 

34. There shall be torment for them in the life of the 
world, but the torment of the hereafter is harder and 
they shall have none to protect them from Allah. 
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35. The likeness of the Garden which is promised the 
God-fearing is that rivers flow beneath it, its fruits are 
eternal, and its shade [also]. Such is the end of the 
God-fearing; but the end of the disbelievers is the Fire. 

36. Those to whom We had given the Book rejoice in 
what has been sent down to you, while some factions 
deny a part of it. Say: "I have only been commanded to 
worship Allah and not to associate with Him. To Him 
I call and to Him is my return." 



37. Thus have We sent it down, an Arabic judgment. 
And if you follow their passions after the knowledge 
that has come to you, you shall have no protector 
against Allah and no defender. 

38. We have sent messengers before you, and appoint- 
ed for them wives and children. No messenger can 
bring a sign except by the leave of Allah. For each term 
there is a book. 

39. Allah erases or confirms whatever He will and with 
Him is the Mother of the Book. 492 

40. Whether We let you witness a part of the [punish- 
ment] We promised them, or cause you to die [before 
it is fulfilled], your mission is only to convey, but the 
reckoning is ours. 

41. Do they not see how We have come to land reduc- 
ing it of its outlying borders? Allah decrees and there 
is none to reverse it, and He is swift at reckoning. 

42. Those who were before them also plotted, but all 
plotting is Allah's. He knows what every soul earns. 
The disbelievers shall know for whom is the Final 

Abode. 



492 The archetypal Source of Revelation is in His presence. But 
He may, to suit changing spiritual needs, amend His law as time 
goes. He is the Omnipotent. 
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43. The disbelievers say: "You are not a messenger!" 
Say: "Allah and those who have knowledge of the 
Book are sufficient witnesses between me and you." 

SURAH 14 

IBRAHIM 

Revealed at Makkah 

This surah, which derives its name from Abraham's prayer 
in verses 35-41, at the time when he was establishing his 
son Ishmael, the ancestor of the Arabs, in the "uncultivable 
valley" of Makkah, deals, apart from this, with the same 
subject as the other Makkan surahs revealed during the last 
three years before the Hijrah. Verses 28-30, however, were 
revealed at Madlnah. 

ABRAHAM 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Alif. Ldm. Rd\ [This is] a Book which We have sent 
down to you so that you may bring people from the 
darkness to the light by the leave of their Lord; to the 
path of the August, the Praiseworthy. 

2. Allah, to Whom belongs what is in the heavens and 
in the earth. But woe to the disbelievers from a severe 
torment. 

3. Those who love the life of the world more than the 
Hereafter, and repel [men] from the path of Allah and 
seek to make it crooked: they are far astray. 
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4. And We never sent a messenger except with the lan- 
guage of his people, that he might make [the 
message] clear for them. But Allah leads astray whom 
He will and guides whom He will. He is the August, 
the Wise. 

5. And We sent Moses with Our signs: "Bring your 
people out of the darknesses and into the light, and 
remind them of the days of Allah." In this are signs for 
every patient, thankful man. 
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6. And [remind them] how Moses said to his people: 
"Remember Allah's favor upon you, when He deliv- 
ered you from Pharaoh's people who were meting out 
to you an evil torment, killing your sons and sparing 
your women. That was a grievous trial from your 
Lord." 493 

7. And when your Lord proclaimed: "If you are thank- 
ful I will increase you. But if are ungrateful, My 
torment shall be severe." 



8. And Moses said: "If you and all on earth disbelieve, 
Allah is Rich, Praiseworthy." 

g. Has there not come to you the story of those who 
were before you, the people of Noah, c Ad, and 
Thamud, and of those who came after them? None 
knows them but Allah. Their messengers came to 
them with clear proofs, but they thrust their hands 
into their mouths and said: "We disbelieve in what you 
have been sent with and we are In disquieting doubt 
about what you call us to!" 

io. Their messengers said: "Is there any doubt about 
Allah, the Maker of the heavens and the earth? He calls 
you that He may forgive you your sins and respite you 
till an appointed time." They said: "You are but human 
beings like us! You wish to turn us away from what 
our fathers worshiped. So bring us a clear authority!" 



493 The reference back to Israel and Moses serves a double pur- 
pose: as an appeal to the People of the Scripture, and as a 
reminder to the Quraysh of the favor now conferred on them by 
the coming of a greater Prophet than Moses. 
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ii. Their messengers said to them: "We are indeed but 
human beings like yourselves, but Allah gives gra- 
ciously to whom He will of His servants. It is not for 
us to bring you a proof except by leave of Allah. In 
Allah let believers put their trust. 494 

12. "Why should we not put our trust in Allah, when 
He has guided us to our paths? We shall endure 
patiently all the hurt that you cause us. In Allah let 
those who would trust put their trust." 

13. And the disbelievers said to their messengers: "We 
shall drive you out of our land unless you return to our 
religion." So their Lord revealed to them, [saying]: 
"We shall destroy the unjust! 

14. "And We shall let you dwell in the land after them. 
This is for him who fears My station and fears My 
threat." 

15. And they sought help [from their Lord], and every 
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obstinate tyrant was defeated. 

16. Hell is before him and he is given to drink fester- 
ing water. 

17. He will sip but can hardly swallow it and death will 
come from every side, yet he cannot die. A dreadful 
torment is his. 

18. The likeness of those who disbelieve in their Lord 
is this: their work are as ashes on which the wind 
blows hard on a stormy day; they have no power over 
what they acquired. That is the far error! 495 



494 This is still being said by the saintly people of the time to 
those who deny Islam and restrict the scope of Divine mercy and 
generosity to only what they can understand and approve. Contrar- 
ily, Allah gives liberally to those He loves. His gifts are tremendous 
and infinite, and include things which are beyond the imagination 
of materialistic mentalities. 

495 The works of the unspiritual are like ashes: they are the use- 
less rubbish that remains out of the faculties and opportunities 
which they have misused by burning them up. The ashes are 



blown here and there: the ungodly have no compass, direction or 
purpose that can stand. The wind, too, which blows on them, is no 
ordinary wind, nor the day on which they seek to enjoy the fruits of 
their labors an ordinary day: a furious gale is blowing, for such is 
the divine Wrath. They have neither inner peace nor outer gain. 
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19. Do you not see that Allah has created the heavens 
and the earth with the truth? If He will, He can remove 
you and bring a new creation. 

20. That is not difficult for Him. 

21. They all shall appear before Allah. Then those who 
were weak [in the world] will say to those who were 
arrogant: "We were your followers, can you now do 
anything to save us from the torment of Allah?" They 
will reply: a Had Allah guided us, we would have guid- 
ed you. It is all the same whether we panic or patiently 



endure. We have no refuge." 

22. And when the matter has been decided, the Devil 
will say: "Allah gave you a promise of truth; I too 
promised, but I failed you. I had no authority over you 
except to call you, but you listened to me. So do not 
blame me, but blame yourselves. I cannot help you, 
nor can you help me. I disbelieved in your making me 
a partner [with Allah] before this. The unjust shall 
have a painful torment." 

23. Those who believe and do good works shall be 
admitted to gardens beneath which rivers flow, abid- 
ing there perpetually by their Lord's leave. Their 
greeting shall be: "Peace [be upon you]!" 496 

24. Have you not seen how Allah gave an example? A 
good word is as a good tree whose root is firm and its 
branches are in heaven, 497 



496 "p eaC e" is a greeting, and also the expression of a wish, that 
one's companion may be free of every difficulty and illness. 
Among believers, it is both a greeting and a prayer. 

497 The good word is La ildha illa'Llah and the Qur'an. The tree of 
faith, firmly planted in the believer's heart, has its branches in 
heaven, which is the spiritual world of lights. It yields its produce 
of illuminations, knowledge, and virtue every while, for the heart 
connected to the higher worlds is ever receiving the influx of 
Divine gifts. 
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25. It gives its produce every while, by leave of its 
Lord. Allah gives examples to people that they may 
remember. 

26. And the likeness of an evil word is that of an evil 
tree, torn out of the earth, lacking stability. 498 

27. Allah confirms those who believe with the firm 
utterance in the present life and in the Hereafter. Allah 
leads the unjust astray and Allah does what He will. 499 

28. Have you not seen those who changed the grace of 
Allah into disbelief, and caused their people to dwell 
in the abode of ruin? 

29. Hell, wherein they shall burn. An evil end! 

30. And they set up equals with Allah so as to lead 
astray from His path. Say: "Enjoy [life while you may]. 
For your end will be the Fire." 

31. Tell my servants who believe to establish the prayer 
and spend of that which We have given them, secretly 
and openly, before the coming of a Day when there 
shall be neither bargaining nor friendship. 
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32. Allah is He Who has created the heavens and the 
earth, and sends down from the sky rain and with it 
He brings forth fruits to be your sustenance. And He 
subjugated the ships to you that they may run upon 
the sea at His command, and he subjugated the rivers 
to you, 

33. And He subjugated to you the sun and the moon, 
constant in their courses, and subjugated to you the 
night and the day. 



49 8 The evil word is every utterance or thought based on disbe- 4 " The firm utterance is Ld ilaha -illa'Lldh, it gives believers sta- 
iief or corruption. It can have no firm roots, Since it can be but bility and peace in this world and safety in. the hereafter, 
illusion, it is therefore easily uprooted, subject to be blown away 
bv the wind. 
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34. And gave you of all you ask Him; and if you count 
the favors of Allah, you will never number them. Man 
is indeed most unjust, most ungrateful! 

35. And when Abraham said: "My Lord! Make this 
land secure, and protect me and my sons away from 
worshiping idols! 

36. "My Lord! They have misguided many of the peo- 
ple. He who follows "me, he is of me, while he who 
disobeys me, You are Forgiving, Compassionate. 



37. "Our Lord! I have settied some of my offspring in a 
barren valley near Your Sacred House, in order, Our 
Lord, that they may establish the prayer. So make the 
hearts of people incline towards them, and provide 
them with fruits, so that they may give thanks. 500 

38. "Our Lord! You know what we conceal and what 
we reveal. Nothing in the earth or in heaven is hidden 
from Allah. 

39. "Praise be to Allah, Who has given me in my old 
age, Ishmael and Isaac. My Lord is indeed the Hearer 
of prayer. 

40. "My Lord! Make me, and my descendants, estab- 
lish the ritual prayer. Our Lord! And accept this prayer! 

41. "Our Lord! Forgive me, and my parents, and the 
believers on the day of reckoning!" 

42. Do not think that Allah is unaware of what the 
unjust do. He only reprieves them to a day when eyes 
shall stare [in terror]. 



500 The Makkan valley is enclosed by hills on all sides. Precisely 
because of its natural isolation, it is. fitted to be a center of prayer 
and praise. 
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43. As they come hurrying on in fear, their heads 
uplifted, their glances never returned to themselves, 
and their hearts empty. 

44. So warn mankind of a day when the torment will 
come upon them; then will the unjust say: "Our Lord! 
Reprieve us for a little while; we will obey Your call 
and will follow the messengers!" "Did you not swear 
before, that there would be no end for you? 

45. "And you lived in the dwellings of those who 
wronged themselves, and it became clear to you how 
We had dealt with them, and We had given you exam- 
ples?" 

46. They plotted their plot, and their plot is with Allah, 
though their plot was such as to shake the mountains. 

47. Think not that Allah will fail in His promise to His 
messengers. Allah is indeed August, Able to Requite. 

48. On the day when the earth is changed into another 
earth, and the heavens; and they [mankind] will come 
forth before Allah, the One, the Irresistible. 
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49. And you will see the criminals that day, bound 
together in chains. 

50. Their garments of liquid pitch, their faces covered 
with fire. 

51. That Allah may repay each soul what it has earned. 
Allah is indeed Swift at Reckoning. 

52. This is a message for mankind. Let them take 
warning from it, and let them know that He is only 
one God. And let men of understanding take heed! 



@mW AL^HIJR-15 



262 




9 c 



^;q<i)^ 







*>'*><.< 



/ yw -^ ^r xvy yyy sg> x*?> v*> v5> v*> v5y w> <&> - 5r> xvy vw ^ w w N Y4 i\ 

$ 
$ 

$ 
$ 
$ 

i 






V**X >S*X ^5£^ /*-V .£*> ^^V >i*V .^>X /A\ X^V /A\ ^>V% ^KV\. /A\ >5i«»X y.AX V-AN. m SJV§?f 

w/ w/ w/ >xy xvy w/ \v/ v*y N?*y xv^ \v/ wx %yy w^ v><y y5y -^ ^Z^ -w- 



SURAH 15 

AL-HIJR 

Revealed at Makkah 

Al-Hijr is the name of the area where the people of Thamud 
dwelt. This surah belongs to the middle group of Makkan 
surahs. 

THE ROCKY TRACT 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. Alif. Lam. Rd\ These are the signs of the Book, and a 
clear Qur'an. 



2. [The day will come when] the disbelievers will wish 
that they had been Muslims. 

3. Leave them to eat and enjoy themselves, and be dis- 
tracted by hope; for they will come to know. 

4. We have never destroyed a township without it hav- 
ing a known term. 

5. No nation can outstrip its term, nor can they put it 
back. 

6. They say: "0 you, to whom the Reminder is sent 
down, you are surely mad. 

7. "Why do you not bring down the angels to us if you 
are truthful?" 

8. We only send down the angels with the truth. Then 
they will not be respited. 

9. We have, indeed, sent down the Remembrance, and 
We shall preserve it. 501 

10. We sent forth messengers before you, to the 
nations of old. 

11. But whenever a messenger came to them they 
mocked him. 

12. This is how we cause it to enter into the hearts of 
criminals. 

13. They do not believe in it, despite the example of 
the men who have gone before. 502 

14. Even if We opened for them a gate in the sky 
through which they kept ascending, 

15. They would still say: "Our eyes have been dazzled; 
or even more, we have been bewitched!" 



501 Allah caused the Qur'an to be memorized by thousands of 
the Prophet's Companions and their followers, then when the 
community grew, by millions of Muslims all over the globe. Of 
these only a minority are Arabic speakers, yet the slightest error in 
recitation during the ritual prayer brings instantaneous corrections 
from the ranks, and the slightest error in printing brings thousand 
of objections from all corners of the Islamic world. Thus did Allah 
fulfill His promise. The Qur'an that we have now has remained 
exactly the same over the last fourteen centuries and there is not 
the slightest difference between one printed in Morocco and 
another in Indonesia. 



502 Those whose hearts are soft receive The Divine Message 
acceptingly. While those whose hearts are so hard as to mock the 
messengers, in these hearts Allah does not allow the message to 
take root; it passes through their hearts without leaving any trace, 
despite their knowledge of the punishment of previous nations. 
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16. And We have set constellations in the sky, and 
beautified it for beholders. 

17. And We guarded them from every repudiate devil. 

18. Except him who listens by stealth; and he is pur- 
sued by a manifest flame. 

19. And the earth, We have spread it out, and set upon 
it immovable mountains, and caused to grow on it all 
kinds of things in due proportion. 

20. And We have provided therein livelihoods [both] 
for you and for those whom you do not provide for. 

21. And ±ere is not a thing but its treasuries are with 
Us. But We only send down each thing in a known 
measure. 

22. We let loose fertilizing winds, and bring water 
from the sky for you to drink; and it is not you who are 
the guardians of its stores. 503 

23. It is We Who give life and death and We are ±e 
Inheritors. 

24. We know those who have gone before you and 
those who have yet to come. 

25. Your Lord it is Who will gather them together; He 
is Wise, Knowing. 
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26. We created man of a clay of molded mud. 

27. And the jinn We created before of flaming fire. 

28. And when your Lord said to the angels: "I am cre- 
ating man of a clay of molded mud, 

29. "When I have shaped him and breathed of My spir- 
it into him, fall down prostrate before him!" 

30. So the angels prostrated themselves, all together, 

31. Except Satan. He refused to be among those who 
prostrated themselves. 



503 The wind performs the task of fecundating flowers and 
shrubs, by bringing the male pollen to the female ovary. Winds, 
too, determine the distribution of the clouds, with their stores of 
water vapor, and set up atmospheric currents which result in the 
condensation and descent of rain, which gives life to the earth. 
Such is the miraculous garden into which man has been set. 
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32. Allah said: "Satan! Why have you not joined those 
who have prostrated themselves?" 

33. [He] said: "I am not one to prostrate myself to a 
human being whom you have created of a clay of 
molded mud." 

34. [Allah] said: "Then get out from here, for you are a 
repudiate. 

35. "And the curse shall be upon you until the Day of 
Judgment." 



36. Satan said: "0 my Lord! Grant me a respite until 
the day they shall be resurrected." 

37. [Allah] said: "You shall be respited, 

38. "Until the day of the Time Appointed." 

39. [Iblis] said:' "My lord, because You have led me 
astray, I shall adorn the [path of error] for them in the 
earth and shall mislead them all, 

40. "Except Your devoted servants." 

41. He [Allah] said: "This is for me a straight path. 

42. "Over My servants you shall have no authority, 
except those that follow you, being perverse." 

43. And Hell shall be the appointed place for them all. 

44. It has seven gates; and for each gate there is an 
appointed group. 

45. Those who fear [Allah] shall dwell amongst gar- 
dens and fountains. 

46. "Enter here in peace and security!" 

47. And We shall remove from their hearts all rancor. 
[They will be] brothers facing each other on couch- 
es. 504 

48. No fatigue shall touch them there, neither shall 
they ever be expelled. 

49. Tell My servants that I am the Forgiving, the Com- 
passionate. 

50. And that My torment is indeed the painful tor- 
ment. 

51. And tell them of the guests of Abraham. 



504 All rancor, jealousy or sense of injury shall dissolve there, to 
be replaced by true brotherhood. For disharmony between men is 
caused by ignorance of Allah, and in the Garden, no such igno- 
rance remains. 
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52. When they entered upon him and said, "Peace [be 
upon you]," he said: "We are afraid of you." 

53. They said: "Be not afraid. We bring you the good 
news of a knowledgeable son." 

54. He said: "Do you bring me such news in my old 
age? What good news can this be?" 

55. They said: "We have given you good news in truth, 
so do not be of ±ose who despair." 

56. He said: "And who despairs of Allah's Mercy save 
those who are astray?" 

57. He said: "And what then is your business, 
envoys?" 

58. They said: "We have been sent to a criminal peo- 
ple, 

59. "Except the house of Lot; We shall deliver them all; 

60. "Excepting his wife. We have decided that she 
should be of those who are destroyed." 

61. So when the envoys came to the family of Lot, 

62. He said: "You are a people unknown [to me]." 

63. "Nay," they replied, "We have brought you [the 
punishment] which they have been doubting. 

64. "We have brought the truth, and we are indeed 
truthful! 

65. "So leave with your household during the night. 
Walk in their rear, let none of you turn round, and go 
where you have been commanded." 
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66. And We informed him of this commandment, that 
the root of these people was to be cut in the morning. 

67. The inhabitants of the city came, joyful at the news 
[of the young men]. 

68. He said: "These are my guests. Do not disgrace 
me! 

69. "Have fear of Allah, and do not humiliate me!" 

70. They said: "Did we not forbid all beings to you?" 
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71. He said: "These are my daughters, if you must act 



so 



"505 



72. By your life [0 Muhammad], they acted wildly in 
their intoxication. 506 

73. Then the Cry overtook them at sunrise. 

74. And We turned [the cities] upside down, and 
rained down upon them stones of baked clay. 507 

75. Surely in this there are signs for those who can 
see. 



76. And [the traces of] those [cities] are upon the 
highway, still uneffaced. 

77. Surely in this there is a sign for believers. 

78. And the Dwellers of the Wood were unjust. 508 

79. So We took vengeance on them. They both [the 
cities of the Plain and the Dwellers of the Wood] are 
on highways, plain to see. 

80. The people of the Rocky Tract also denied the 
messengers. 509 

81. We sent them Our signs, but they turned away 
from them. 

82. And they hewed out dwellings from the hills, liv- 
ing in security. 

83. But the Cry sized them in the morning, 

84. And all that they used to earn availed them not. 

85. We have created the heavens and the earth and all 
that is between them, but with the Truth. And the 
Hour [of Reckoning] is surely coming. So pardon [0 
Muhammad, their faults] with a gracious pardoning. 

86. Your Lord is the Creator, the Knowing! 

87. And We have bestowed upon you seven of the Oft- 
repeated, 510 and the Formidable Qur'an. 

88. Do not regard [with desire] what we have given 
groups of them to enjoy, nor grieve for them and 
lower your wing to the believers. 

89. And say [to those who reject you]: "I am indeed 
the clear warner." 

90. Such as We send down for those who make divi- 
sion [of the scripture into arbitrary parts], 



505 By "my daughters" Prophet Lot meant the young females in 5 ° 7 See note tq surah 7:84. 

the city whom the men could marry and thus satisfy their sexual 5 ° 8 The dwellers in the woods were the people of Prophet 

desire in a manner pleasing to Allah. Shu c ayb. ■ ■ 

5° 6 Here Allah honors and comforts His Prophet by swearing by 5 ° 9 The people of al-Hijr were the tribe of Thamud, whose 

his life, which is the only instance in the Qur'an where Allah Prophet was Salih. 

swears by a created being. 5I ° The seven verses of al-Fatthah (The Opener). 
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91. Who have broken the Qur'an into fragments. 

92. So by your Lord, We shall surely question them all. 

93. About what they used to do. 

94. So declare openly what you have been commanded 
and turn away from the polytheists. 

95. We shall suffice you against the mockers, 

96. Those who adopt with Allah another god; but they 
will come to know. 

97. We do know that your breast is oppressed by what 
they say, 

98. So glorify your Lord with His praises and be of 
those who prostrate, 

99. And worship your Lord until what is certain comes 
to you. 511 

SURAH 16 

AN-NAHL 

Revealed at Makkah 

This surah takes its name from verse 68, where the bees are 
mentioned as another sign of Divine power and wisdom. 
With the exception of verse no, this surah was revealed for 
the most part in the final Makkan period. 

THE BEE 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. The Commandment of Allah is about to come, so do 
not seek to hasten it. Transcendent is He, and Exalted 
above what they associate [with Him]. 

2. He sends down the Angels with the Spirit of His 
command unto whomsoever He will among His ser- 
vants: "Warn mankind that there is no god save Me, so 
fear Me!" 
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3. He has created the heavens and the earth with the 
Truth. Exalted is He, high above what they associate 
[with Him] . 

4. He has created man from a drop of fluid, then he 
became an open adversary. 

5. And the animals, He created them; to provide you 
with warmth and other benefits and for you to eat 
from. 

6. And there is beauty in them for you, when you bring 
them home to rest and when you bring them out to 
pasture. 



511 Death, which is the one certainty in this world. 
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7. And they bear your heavy loads to lands that you 
could not reach except with great exertion. Your Lord 
is indeed Kind, Compassionate. 

8. And horses, mules and donkeys for you to ride and 
for ornament; and He will create that which you do 
not know. 512 

9. To Allah belongs the direction of the way, but some 
[roads] are not straight. If Allah had willed, He could 
have guided you all. 513 



512 In mentioning means of transport, the text does not confine 
itself to pack animals alone, but specifies that Allah will bring into 
being other means of transport which man, at the time of the reve- 
lation, did not know. 

513 All beings are journeying to Allah. There is a straight road, 
which is found by those who follow the guides, who are the Divine 
envoys and their deputies. They are taught to read the signposts 
pointing to the Destination in the scenery around them. And there 
are erratic, roundabout routes, for those that stray with little 
knowledge. The purpose of creation is the return of the creatures 
to the Creator, that His perfection may not only exist, but be 
known. Hence the size of the distance to be covered, and hence the 
difficulty, and moral and intellectual demands of the journey. 



10. It is He Who sends down from the sky water of 
which you drink and from which are the trees on 
which you feed your cattle. 

11. By it He causes vegetation to grow for you, and 
olives, and date-palms, and vines, and every kind of 
fruit. Surely in this there is a sign for people who 
thinks 

12. And He made subservient to you the night and the 
day, and the sun and the moon. And the stars are sub- 
servient [to you] by His command. Surely in this there 
are signs for people who understand. 

13. [Also subservient to you is] What He has spread 
out for you in the earth in varying colors; in this there 
is a sign for a people who remember. 515 

14. And He it is Who made subservient to you the sea, 
so that you may eat of its fresh meat, and bring up 
from it ornaments which you wear. And you see the 
ships cleaving through it [All this He has created] so 
that you may seek of His favor and that you may thank 
[Him]. 



514 This sign has been repeatedly pointed out in the Qur'an: that 
from the same water a multitude of different plants grow. Water is 
the earthly symbol of the universal. substance from which every- 
thing was created. The infinite knowledge and power of the 
Unique Creator shines through this : sign, but only for people who 
take time to ask questions objectively, look around them, ponder, 
and finally understand. 

515 Man was created in paradise, which his ancestral memory 
still contains. If the veils of ignorance and passion are removed 
from his heart, even if partially, the signs he perceives around him 
awaken this memory and he becomes possessed of spiritual 
insight. This is the kind of remembrance referred to in this and in 
similar verses. 



269 



AN-NAHL'16 #3f$g 



(mm 



15. And He has set up on the earth firm mountains, 
lest it shake with you, and rivers, and roads, that you 
may be guided. 516 

16. And landmarks, and by the stars they are guided. 517 

17. Is He who creates like he who does not? Will you 
not remember? 

18. And if you would count the favors of Allah you will 
never be able to number them. Allah is Forgiving, 
Compassionate. 

19. And Allah knows what you conceal and what you 
reveal. 

20. And those which they call upon other than Allah 
create nothing and are themselves created. 

21. [They are] dead, not alive; nor do they know when 
they will be raised up. 

22. Your God is one God. Those that do not believe in 
the life to come, their hearts refuse [Him], for they are 
arrogant. 

23. Without doubt, Allah knows what they conceal and 
what they reveal. He does not love the arrogant. 

24. When they are asked: "What has your Lord sent 
down?" They say "[Nothing but the] Legends of the 
ancients!" 
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25. That they may bear their burdens in full on the Day 
of Resurrection and also some of the burdens of those 
that they lead astray without knowledge. Grievous are 
the burdens they will bear! 

26. Those before them also plotted. But Allah struck at 
the foundations of their building and the roof fell 
down upon them, and the torment came upon them 
from whence they were not aware. 



516 The mountains piled up on the earth's crust have a stabilizing 
effect, and hinder the underlying plate from rapid movement. 

517 There are landmarks to be seen by daylight and stars to be 
guided by during the night for the traveler. 
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27. Then on the Day of Resurrection He will humiliate 
them, saying: "Where are My partners, for whom you 
argued?" Those who have been given knowledge will 
say: "Disgrace and evil are, this day, on the disbeliev- 
ers." 

28. Those whose lives the angels took as they were 
wronging themselves will submit [saying]: "We did 
nothing evil." "Indeed, Allah knows all that you did. 



29. "So enter the gates of Hell, there to dwell forever. 
Evil indeed will be the abode of the arrogant" 

30. But when those who feared Allah are asked, "What 
has your Lord sent down?" they will say: "Goodness!" 
Good is for those who do good in this world, but bet- 
ter is the dwelling of the life to come. And excellent 
indeed is the dwelling of the God-fearing. 

31. Gardens of Eden which they will enter, with rivers 
flowing beneath them, wherein they shall have all that 
they desire. Thus does Allah reward the God-fearing. 

32. [Namely,] those whose lives the angels take while 
they are good, saying: "Peace be upon you, enter the 
Garden for what you did!" 

33. Are they waiting for anything other than the 
descent of the angels or the fulfillment of your Lord's 
command? Those who went before them did the 
same. Allah did not wrong them, but they wronged 
themselves. 

34. So the evil results of what they did struck them, 
and that which they used to deride overtook them. 
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35. Those who associate [others with Allah] say: "If 
Allah had so willed, we would not have worshipped 
anything other than Him, neither we nor our fathers, 
nor would we have forbidden anything without His 
sanction." Those who went before them did the same. 
What must the messengers do, other than convey 
clearly? 

36. We have raised in every nation a messenger: "Wor- 
ship Allah and avoid false gods!" Amongst them were 
some whom Allah guided and others justly destined to 
go astray. So travel in the land and see how was the 
end of those who denied. 

37. Even though you are eager to see them rightly 
guided, Allah will not guide those whom He sends 
astray and there shall be no other to help them. 

38. They swore by Allah their most solemn oath that 
Allah will never raise the dead to life. Yes [He will!] It 
is a promise binding upon Him in truth, but most 
people do not know. 

39. [They must be raised up] in order that He may 
show them that in which they differ, and so that the 
disbelievers may know that they were liars. 

5' 8 Allah's "word" is itself the act. His promise is itself the 
Truth. There is no interposition of time or condition between His 
will and its consequences, for He is the Ultimate Reality. He is 
independent of proximate or material causes, for He Himself cre- 
ates them and establishes their Laws as He pleases. 
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40. We only say to a thing, when We want it, "Be," and 
it is. 518 

41. And those who emigrated for Allah after they were 
wronged, We shall make their dwellings good in this 
world, and the reward of the life to come will be 
greater if they only knew. 

42. [They are] those who are patient and put their trust 
in their Lord. 
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43. The messengers We sent before you [0 Muham- 
mad], were only men to whom We gave revelation. 
Ask the people of the Reminder if you do not know. 519 

44. [We sent them] with clear signs and writings; and 
We have sent down to you [0 Muhammad] the 
Reminder [the Qur'an] that you may explain to the 
people what was sent to them, that they may reflect. 



45. Do those who devise evil [plots] feel secure that 
Allah will not cause the earth to swallow them, or that 
the torment will not come on them from whence they 
are not aware? ; 

46. Or that He will not seize them in their going to 
and from, and they will not be able to escape? 

47. Or that He will not seize them, little by little? For 
your Lord is Kind, Compassionate. 

48. Have they not observed the things that Allah has 
created, how their shadows incline to the right and to 
the left, making prostration before Allah in all humili- 
ty? 

49. To Allah prostrates everything that is in the heav- 
ens, every thing walking on the earth, and the angels, 
and they are not proud. 

50. They all fear their Lord, High above them, and they 
do all that they are commanded. 

51. And Allah said: "Do not take two gods, for He is 
but One God. It is Me that you should dread!" 

52. To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and 
earth, and religion is perpetually His. Do you fear 
other than Allah? 

53. And whatsoever blessing you have, it is from 
Allah; then when misfortune touches you, it is to Him 
that you cry for help. 

54. Yet when He removes the distress from you, then a 
group of you set up other gods beside their Lord. 



5 X 9 If the pagan Arabs were unclear about the meaning of 
prophecy, let them ask the jews, who had also received Allah's 
message, whether Moses was a man, an angel, or a god. 
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55. To show ingratitude for what We had given them. 
Enjoy yourselves, for you shall know! 

56. And they appoint a share of what We have provid- 
ed them to what they do not know. By Allah, you will 
be asked to account for what you invent. 520 

57. And they assign daughters to Allah. Transcendent 
is He! And to themselves [the sons] that they desire. 

58. When one of them receives tidings [of the birth] of 
a female his face darkens and he hides his grief. 

59. He conceals himself from people, because of the 
bad news he has received, [asking himself]: "Shall he 
keep her and be ashamed, or bury her beneath the 
dust?" Evil indeed is their judgement! 521 

60. Those who do not believe in the Hereafter, theirs is 
the evil likeness: and to Allah belongs the Highest 
Likeness, and He is the August, the Wise. 

61. If Allah were to punish men for their injustice He 
would not leave on the earth a single moving creature; 
but He reprieves them to an appointed term, and when 
their term comes they cannot put it back an hour, nor 
put it forward. 

62. And they assign to Allah that which they dislike for 
[themselves] and their tongues lie when they claim 
that the better things will be theirs. Theirs will be the 
fire without doubt and there they will be forgotten. 
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63. By Allah, We have sent [messengers] before you to 
other nations, but the Devil made their [foul] deeds 
seem fair to them. He is also their ally today. And 
theirs shall be a painful torment. 

64. We have sent down the Book upon you only that 
you may explain to them those things in which they 
differ, and that it should be a guide and a mercy to the 
people who believe. 



520 Before Islam some of the pagan Arabs used to divide their 
harvest or cattle, saying: "This is Allah's share and this is the share 
of our gods." Then they used to give what they called "Allah's 
share" to the poor, the needy and their guests. They spent the 
other share in rituals performed in front of their idols. 



521 In many cultures, the birth of a female is regarded as a mis- 
fortune, an attitude which Islam condemns, as the above passage 
shows. It was even the practice in pagan Arabia to bury female 
babies alive. 



&mm 



AN-NAH L • 16 



274 






fays', s>» ' > ,'" x 'A \{' , .V "* " 



$ 
$ 

w ® 

* vjc< jv<s. ss& >. ^a^v /^-v /a\ v^v x^x ^g^x s**\ . s^\ . •^v ^yiv /'.a.x ^*.v yywv . V.A.V -"^g*. /ftV ' 
v*v \w w/ w/ w/ w wy w/ xvy \v/ \v/ \w xvy w/ wx \v/ y^ w/ \y 



OJ 



*> •£<< 



65. And Allah sends down water from the sky with 
which He gives life to the earth after its death. Surely 
in this is a sign for those who give ear. 522 

66. And in the cattle [too] you have a lesson. We give 
you to drink of that which is in their bellies, between 
bowels and blood, pure milk, pleasurable to those 
who drink. 



67. And of the fruits of the date palm and grapes from 
which you derive intoxicating drink but also good 
nourishment. Surely in this there is a sign for a people 
who understand. 523 

68. And your Lord inspired the bee, saying: "Make 
your homes in the mountains and in the trees, and the 
[hives] which men shall make. 

69. "Then feed on every kind of fruit, and follow the 
paths that your Lord made smooth for you." There 
comes forth out of their bellies a fluid of many hues, 
wherein is healing for mankind. Indeed in this is a 
sign for people who reflect. 

70. It is Allah who has created you and then takes your 
lives; and some of you will be kept back into decrepi- 
tude, when all that they once knew they shall know no 
more. Allah is Knowing, Powerful. 524 

71. Allah has favored some of you above others in pro- 
vision, but those who have been thus favored do not 
give away their provisions to those whom their right 
hand possesses, so as to become equal to them. Is it 
Allah's grace that they deny? 

72. And Allah has given you wives from among your- 
selves, and has given you, from your wives, children, 
and grandchildren, and has provided you with good 
things. Will they believe in falsehood and deny the 
grace of Allah? 



522 Again the correspondence between the visible signs in the 
material world and the invisible dimensions of the universe is 
brought out. Those who repeatedly see rain vivifying the dead 
earth ought to understand when they hear that Allah also sends 
down His revealed signs to vivify with the light of faith those 
hearts that are dead without it. Elsewhere in the Qur'an it is also 
pointed out that, just as some soil receives rain but produces noth- 
ing, some hearts receive the light of revelation but remain dead. 
The fault lies in the soil, not in the rain. 

523 One of the lessons to be learned here is that Allah's work is 
to extract, from between the dung in the bowels and the blood in 
the veins, milk that is pure and pleasurable. It is then up to man to 
exercise his understanding and, knowing that everything in cre- 



ation is a two-edged sword, choose the good of every situation 
over its evil, in this context to eat of the good things of these trees 
and avoid the evil of using them as intoxicants. 

524 After directing our attention to the remarkable transforma- 
tions in life and nature,. by which the divine knowledge and power 
work out His plans for His creatures, we are reminded that man is 
at best a feeble creature. Then we pass on to the differences in the 
gifts which men themselves enjoy, distinguishing them into so 
many categories. These gifts may be ones of light, knowledge, 
virtue, and good works, or ones of wealth, physical strength, 
social eminence, and so on. Just as one cannot deny Allah's world- 
ly favors to those He chooses, one should not deny Allah's gifts of 
Prophethood, sanctity, or knowledge to those He chooses. 
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73. And they worship, apart from Allah, those which 
provide nothing for them from the heavens and the 
earth, nor can they. 

74. So liken nothing to Allah. For Allah knows and 
you know not. 

75. Allah [now] gives an example: [on the one hand] a 
slave possessed by his master, unable to do anything 
[and on the other hand] one whom We have provided 
with a fair provision from Us, from which he spends 
openly and secretly. Are they equal? All praise belongs 
to Allah; but most men do not know. 525 

76. And Allah gives [another] example: two men, one 
of them dumb, unable to do anything. He is a burden 
upon his master: wherever he directs him he brings no 
good. Is he equal with one who enjoins justice and is 
on a straight path? 526 

77. And unto Allah belongs the unseen of the heavens 
and the earth. And the matter of the Hour is [as immi- 
nent] as the twinkling of an eye, or even quicker. For 
Allah has power over all things. 
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78. And it is He Who brought you forth from the 
wombs of your mothers when you knew nothing, and 
He gave you hearing and sight and hearts, that you 
may give thanks. 

79. Do they not look at the birds made subservient in 
the sky's air? Nothing holds them up but Allah. Surely 
in this there are signs for people who believe. 527 



525 This parable is of two men, one of whom is a powerless 
slave possessing neither the freedom nor the means to do any- 
thing, and another a free man to whom Allah has given both 
wealth and the freedom to use as he chooses. The first is like the 
imaginary gods which men set up: whether powers of nature, 
which have no independent existence but are manifestations of the 
Divine attributes, or modern science which modern man thinks 
omnipotent, forgetting that nothing in the universe is independent 
of Divine will and power. The second, having been granted some- 
thing of the Divine attributes of freedom and ability, represents 
Allah always bearing in mind the limitations of such comparisons 
between created beings and the Infinite Creator. 



526 In the second parable, one man is dumb, he can explain 
. nothing, and he can certainly do nothing; he is only a wearisome 

burden Such are the idols (literal and metaphorical). The other 
man is in a position to command, and he commands what is just 
and righteous; not only his commands but his actions also are on 
the path of righteousness. Such again are the Divine attributes 
when they manifest in created beings. 

527 The birds are subservient; that is, they cannot but obey the 
Divine laws ruling the universe. Everything else in creation also 
obeys the laws of Allah and it is He who has made many things 
suitable to serve mankind, as pointed out in the next and many 
other verses. 
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8o. It is Allah Who made your homes to be restful for 
you, and made for you out of the skins of animals 
dwellings which you find light when you travel and 
when you stop; and out of their wool, fur and hair, 
furnishings and things to enjoy for a time. 

8i. It is Allah Who made shade out of the things He 
created, and given you refuge in the mountains, and 
given you garments to protect you from heat, and 
coats [of mail] to protect you from your violence. Thus 



528 The term kafir, here translated as disbeliever, literally means: 
to cover up and hence to deny. The kafir covers up the truth and 
denies his status as a created being. In this verse, the disbelievers 
deny that the blessings they enjoy are all originating in Allah, this 
denial seemingly absolving them from showing gratitude by sub- 
mitting to Allah's will. 



does He complete His favors on you that you may sub- 
mit [to His will]. 

82. But if they turn away, then your duty [0 Muham- 
mad], is only to convey clearly. 

83. They recognize the favors of Allah, then they deny 
them. And most of them are indeed disbelievers. 528 

84. And the day when We raise up of every nation a 
witness, then there is no leave for the disbelievers, nor 
will they be allowed to make amends. 

85. When the unjust will see their torment it shall not 
be lightened for them nor shall they be reprieved. 

86. And when those who ascribed partners to Allah 
see their partners, they will say: "Lord, these are our 
partners, whom we used to call rather than You." But 
they will throw back their word at them [saying]: 
"Indeed you are liars." 

87. That day they [openly] proffer submission to Allah 
and all their forgeries will forsake them. 
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88. Those who disbelieve and repel others from the 
path of Allah: for them We will add torment to tor- 
ment; because of the corruption which they wrought. 

89. And the day We shall raise from every nation a wit- 
ness against themselves and bring you [0 
Muhammad] as a witness against these [your people]. 
And We have sent down upon you the Book as a clari- 
fication of all things, a guidance, a mercy and glad 
tidings to the Muslims. 

90. Allah enjoins justice and excellence [in all things] 
and charity to kinsmen, and forbids indecency, 
wickedness and oppression. He admonishes you so 
that you may take heed. 

91. And fulfil the pact of Allah when you have entered 
into it, and do not break your oaths after affirming 
them and after you have made Allah your guarantor. 
Indeed Allah knows what you do. 529 
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92. Do not behave like she who undoes what she had 
spun strongly, by taking your oaths as a means of 
mutual deceit because one community is more numer- 
ous than another. Allah only puts you to test by these 
[pledges], and He will reveal to you the truth about all 
your differences on the Day of Resurrection. 530 

93. If Allah so willed He would have made you one 
community, but He leaves straying whom He will and 
guides whom He will. And you shall be questioned 
about what you did. 



529 The immediate reference here may be to the oath of fidelity 53 ° A pact is like a thread made of individual strands of cotton, 



to the Blessed Prophet taken at al- c Aqabah fourteen months before 
the Hijrah, and repeated a little later. But the general meaning is 
wider, for every oath and pact made is a pact before Allah, to be 
faithfully observed [5:1]. And every Muslim makes, by the profes- 
sion of his faith, a pact with Allah, and he confirms that pact every 
time he repeats that profession. Should he break a pact or an oath, 
he would be doing so with Allah, not with creation, and will be 
treated by Him accordingly. 



difficult to unite, far easier to unwind. We are here forbidden from 
making our religion merely a game of making one's own party 
numerically strong by alliances cemented by oaths, which we read- 
ily break when a more numerous party offers us its alliance. 
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94. Do not make your oaths a means of deceit 
between you; feet may slip after having stood firm. 
You may have to taste the evil [consequences] of hav- 
ing repelled [men] from the path of Allah, and yours 
should be a formidable torment. 531 



95. Nor sell the pact of Allah for a small gain. Surely 
what is with Allah is better for you, if you only knew. 

96. What is with you will waste away, and what is with 
Allah will endure. And We shall give those who are 
patient their reward according to the best of what they 
used to do. 

97. Whoever does good, male or female, and has faith, 
We shall cause him to live a good life and give them 
their reward according to the best of what they used to 
do. 

98. When you recite the Qur'an seek refuge in Allah 
from the repudiate Devil 532 

99. He has no power over those who believe and put 
their trust in their Lord. 

100. His Power is only over those who make an ally of 
him and those whom he causes to associate [other 
deities with Allah]. 

101. When We exchange a sign in place of another 
sign — and Allah knows best what He sends down — 
they say: "You made it up!" Indeed, most of them do 
not know. 533 

102. Say: "The Holy Spirit brought it down from your 
Lord with the truth, to strengthen those who believe, 
and as a guidance and good tidings to the Mus- 
lims." 534 



531 In verse 92 above the motive for false and fraudulent pacts 
was pointed out. Now the consequences are mentioned: (1) to oth- 
ers; if they had not been deceived, they might have walked firmly 
on the Path, but now they lose faith and perhaps commit frauds 
for which you will be responsible; (2) to yourselves; you have not 
only gone wrong yourselves, but by setting others on the wrong 
path have deserved a twofold penalty. 

532 Since this verse was revealed and till the end of time Muslims 
will begin their recitations of the Qur'an with "A c udhu bi'Llahi 
mina'sh-shaytdni'r-rajim," "I seek refuge in Allah from the repudiate 
Devil!" Because of this verse this practice is considered obligatory. 

533 In this verse "sign" means a verse of the Qur'an. Allah, Who 
reveals the Qur'an, sometimes revealed verses to abrogate previ- 
ously revealed ones; and He did that to suit changing situations 
and circumstances and to bring in certain laws step by step rather 
than abruptly. 



534 The Pagans of Arabia could not understand how such aston- 
ishing words could flow from the tongue of one of their townsmen 
and were obliged to postulate some human teacher. Unfortunately 
for this theory, there were no human teachers on the face of the 
earth who possessed such mastery of the Arabic language, knowl- 
edge of previous revelations, knowledge of the invisible worlds, 
together with the kind of wisdom needed to legislate for a nation 
that was to become the supreme nation on earth. A man, or even a 
group of men, with such qualifications could not possibly have 
passed unnoticed in history. The following verse refers to their 
accusation that the Prophet was taught by a Christian hermit in 
Syria. History bears witness that the man in question was indeed a 
saint and had knowledge enough to recognize the child he saw as 
the Prophet promised in the Gospel. However, as the verse points 
out, he knew no Arabic to teach the Prophet even one verse of the 
Qur'an. 
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103. We know very well that they say: "It is only a man 
that teaches him." But the man to whom they allude 
speaks a foreign tongue, while this is eloquent Arabic 
speech. 

104. Allah will not guide those who disbelieve in the 
signs of Allah; and theirs will be a painful torment. 

105. None invents falsehoods except those who disbe- 
lieve the signs of Allah; those, they are the liars. 

106. Whoever disbelieves in Allah after he has 
believed — excepting he who was forced, while his 
heart remained secure in faith — but those who open 
their breast to disbelief, upon them shall be anger 
from Allah, and there awaits them a formidable tor- 
ment. 535 

107. This is because they prefer the life of this world 
over the Hereafter, and because Allah does not guide 
those who disbelieve. 
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108. They are those whose hearts, ears, and eyes Allah 
has sealed. They are the heedless. 

109. Without doubt, in the hereafter they will be the 
losers. 

no. Surely your Lord — to those who emigrated after 
they had been persecuted and then fought and were 
patient — surely your Lord thereafter is Forgiving, 
Compassionate. 



535 c Ammar ibn Yasir and his parents were brutally tortured, and 
were forced to turn away from Islam. His father Yasir and mother 
Sumayya were killed, thereby becoming- the first martyrs of Islam. 
As for c Ammar, under extreme torture he uttered words of aposta- 
sy. But when this was conveyed to the Prophet, he said: " c Ammar 
is a wholehearted believer; faith has been mixed with his very 
flesh. It is this that counts. If they force you again, and force you 
by every means, and you again utter what they want you to utter, let 
your heart always be with Allah." 
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in. On the day that every soul shall come arguing on 
its own behalf; and every soul shall be paid in full for 
what it did, and they shall not be wronged. 

112. Allah has made an example of a town which was 
once safe and peaceful. Its provisions came to it in 
abundance from every quarter, then it denied the 
favors of Allah, so Allah caused it to taste the garb of 
famine and fear [as a punishment] for what they did. 



113. And there came to them a messenger of their 
own, but they belied him, So they were taken by the 
torment while being unjust. 

114. So eat of the lawful and good things which Allah 
has provided for you and thank Allah for His favors, if 
it is He Whom you worship. 536 

115. He has forbidden for you only carrion, blood and 
the flesh of swine; also any [flesh] consecrated in the 
name of other than Allah. But if one is forced [by dire 
necessity to eat it], neither willfully nor in transgres- 
sion, then Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 

116. And do not say, as to what your tongue falsely 
describes: "This is lawful, and this is forbidden," in 
order to forge a falsehood about Allah. Those who 
forge falsehoods about Allah never succeed. 

117. Brief is their enjoyment, and they shall have a 
painful torment. 

118. We have forbidden the Jews that which We have 
already related to you. We never wronged them but 
they wronged themselves. 



536 The Makkan food supplies dried up when they lost the bless- 
ing of the Prophet's presence, and because they failed to thank 
their Lord. 
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119. Then surely your Lord — to those who commit evil 
in ignorance and afterwards repent and amend— sure- 
ly your Lord for them thereafter is Forgiving, 
Compassionate. 

120. Abraham was indeed a leader, submissive to 
Allah, of pure faith. He was never of the polytheists. 537 

121. Showing thankfulness for His blessings; He 
chose him and guided him to a straight path. 

122. And We gave him good in this world, and in the 
Hereafter he shall be among the virtuous. 

123. Then We revealed to you [0 Muhammad]: "Fol- 
low the religion of Abraham, of pure faith; he was not 
of the polytheists." 538 

124. The Sabbath was ordained only for those who dis- 
agreed [as to its observance]; and your Lord will judge 
between them on the Day of Resurrection concerning 
that in which they differ. 539 

125. Call to the path of your Lord with wisdom and 
kindly exhortation, and reason with them in the most 
courteous manner. For your Lord knows best those 
who have strayed from His path, and He knows best 
who are rightly-guided. 540 

126. If you punish [0 believers], then punish with the 
like of that with which you were punished. But if you 
endure patiently, this is indeed better for those who 
are patient. 



537 Abraham, upon whom be peace, was an umma, here translat- 
ed as "leader." The immediate sense of umma is "community," or 
"nation," but it also bears the sense of "model," "pattern," and 
"an example for imitation." He was the model and fountainhead 
for the doctrine of Divine Unity in the Middle East. The pure faith 
is the primordial faith of Adam and his early descendants that was 
part of the original heritage of mankind. Although born among 
the idolatrous Chaldean community, he was not of them, but was 
a monotheist community in himself. 

538 Islam, according to the Prophet, is Din al-Fitmh: the primor- 
dial religion, that of mankind before they became worldly and 
deviated gradually from the straight path, thus requiring Divine 
messengers and reminders. The end point of deviation is polythe- 
ism or idolatry. This end point had been reached by the pagans of 
Makkah who made idols with their own hands and then wor- 
shipped them. 

539 If Abraham's way was the right one, the jews were ready 
with the taunt, "Why don't you then observe the Sabbath?" The 
answer was that the Sabbath has nothing to do with Abraham, it 
came with the Mosaic law because of Israel's hardness of heart. 
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127. Endure patiently [O Muhammad]; your endurance 
is only by Allah. Grieve not for them [the disbelievers], 
nor distress yourself because of what they devise. 

128. Allah is with those who fear [Him] and those who 
act with excellence. 

[274] The Jews and the Christians differ over which is the true 
Sabbath, Saturday or Sunday. They are to be left to their dispute, 
and Allah shall judge it on the Last Day. Meanwhile, the Muslims 
observe Friday as the special day of the week. Friday was Allah's 
gift to the Muslims, just as Saturday and Sunday were his gifts to 
the Jews and Christians. The Prophet said: "the best day on which 
the sun ever rose is Friday. In it Adam was created, in it he entered 
paradise, and in it he was sent out of it" (Transmitted by Muslim). 
He also said:- "Friday is the master of all days and its greatest with 
Allah. It is greater with Allah than the Day of Sacrifice and the Day 
of Breaking the Fast. It has five merits: in it Allah created Adam, in 
it Allah sent Adam down to the Earth, in it Allah took Adam's life, 
in it is an hour during which no servant ever asks Allah for some- 
thing without being given it, so long as it is not something 
forbidden, and in it the Hour will come. There is no angel drawn 
near, nor heaven, nor earth, nor wind, nor mountain, nor sea, but 
they are weary of Friday!" (Ibn Maja and Ahmad). 

540 The patience and self-restraint of the Blessed Prophet were 
sorely tested: at Uhud the disbelievers not only killed his uncle 
Hamza but cut his nose and ears, then thev cut out his liver. When 
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SURAH 17 

AL-ISRA 5 
Reuealed at Makkah 

This surah is named after the mention in the first verse of 
the Prophet's miraculous Night Journey, on which he was 
carried by night to the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, after 
which he was caught up through the seven heavens to the 
Divine Presence. It is also known as Banu Isra'Il, or "the 
Children of Israel," since it begins and ends with references 
to the Israelites. It belongs to the middle group of Makkan 
siirahs, with the exception of verse 8i, and verses 76-82, 



•-which according ■ to some .historians- -were ■ revealed at- 
Madlnah. 

THE NIGHT JOURNEY 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Transcendent is He Who carried His slave by night 
from the Sacred Mosque to the Farthest Mosque 
whose surroundings We have blessed, that We might 
show him some of Our signs, for He is the Hearer, the 
Seer.54 1 

2. And we gave Moses the Book and made it a guid- 
ance to the Children of Israel, "Take no guardian 
beside Me." 

3. [They were] The seed of those We carried [in the 
ship] with Noah. He was a thoroughly grateful ser- 
vant. 

4. And We forewarned the Children of Israel in the 
Book: "You shall work corruption in the earth twice 
and shall rise to great heights." 

5. When the time for the first of the two came, We 
roused against you servants of Ours of great might, 
who passed through the dwellings; and it was a prom- 
ise fulfilled* 2 

6. Then We gave back to you the turn against them 
and strengthened you with wealth and children and 
made you more numerous [than before]. 543 

7. [Saying to them]: "If you do good, you do good for 
your own selves, and if you do evil it is but against 
yourselves." So when the second [of the two promis- 
es] comes to pass, [We shall rouse against you others] 
to disgrace your faces and enter the temple as they had 
entered it before; and to destroy utterly all signs of 
their elevation. 



the Prophet saw his uncle's body thus disfigured, he threatened 
retaliation. Then the following verse was revealed, in which the 
restraint and gentleness which had always been the Islamic way 
were confirmed and emphasized. When he at last entered Makkah 
in triumph, he caused astonishment by forgiving his enemies. 

541 The Night Journey occurred after the Prophet's trip to the city 
of Jaif. Having suffered much persecution and rejection by the 
Makkans, he had gone to Taif in the hope of drawing some of its 
people to Islam. However, he was met there with nothing but per- 
secution and rejection. This was one of the saddest moments of 
the Prophet's life and it was soon after that that Allah honored him 
in a manner that no other created being had ever been honored. 
On that night he was carried from Makkah to Jerusalem where he 
led all the other Prophets in prayer, confirming his supremacy over 



them, then lifted up through the seven heavens to the Divine pres- 
ence. The Sacred Mosque referred to in the verse is the Ka'bah and 
its surrounding area, while the Farthest Mosque is the temple in 
Jerusalem, the land around which had been blessed by Allah in 
previous days. The verse begins by affirming Allah's transcen- 
dence, so that none would question the possibility of such a trip, 
since it depended on nothing less than Divine omnipotence. Here 
also Allah calls his Beloved Prophet "His slave," to emphasize that 
the highest honor for any created being is to be the perfect slave of 
his Maker. The more perfect the slavehood, the higher in the sight 
of Allah one is. The highest honor was reserved for the most per- 
fect slave. 

542 The Jews had once been the servants of Allah in the sense 
that they were deemed worthy to receive His revelation. Yet when 
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8. Your Lord may yet be merciful to you; but if you 
.repeat- [your sins] We shall repeat [Our punishment]. 
We have made Hell the prison of the disbelievers. 544 

9. This Qur'an does guide to that which is most 
upright, and gives good tidings to the believers who 
do good work that theirs will be a great reward. 

10. And that those who do not believe in the Hereafter: 
for them We have prepared a painful torment. 

11. And man prays for evil as [fervently as] he prays for 
good. Man is indeed ever impatient. 545 

12. We have made the night and the day as two signs, 
then We have blotted out the sign of night, and make 
the sign of the day sight-giving, that you may seek the 
favors of your Lord, and that you may know the num- 
ber of the years and the reckoning; and all things have 
We explained in detail. 546 

13. Every man's augury We have fastened on his own 
neck and We shall bring forth for him on the Day of 
Resurrection a book he shall find wide open. 

14. [It will be said to him]: "Read your book! You are 
sufficient this day as reckoner against yourself." 

15. He who is rightfully guided, it is for himself; and 
he who goes astray, it is to his own detriment. No soul 
can bear another's burden. Nor do We punish until 
We have sent a messenger. 
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16. When We decree that a town should be destroyed, 
We [first warn and] command those of them that live 
in comfort, and yet they persist in corruption so that 
the word is proved true against them, then We destroy 
them utterly. 

17. How many generations have We destroyed after 
Noah! Your Lord suffices as one who has awareness 
and vision of the sins of His servants. 



they grew sinful and arrogant, Divine wrath was poured upon 
them. In 586 BC their Temple was destroyed, the Torah burnt, the 
rabbis slain, and the rest carried off into captivity. 

543 In about 520 BC the Jews returned from captivity, and began 
life afresh, rebuilding the Temple, and creating a new Judaism 
based on c Uzayr's attempted recreation of the Torah. But in 70 CE 
the Temple was finally and permanendy destroyed by the Roman 
emperor Titus, and the Jews were scattered through the earth. 

544 The Jews are given yet another chance: if they overcome their 
ethnic pride, and accept Allah's latest revelation, the Qur'an, they 
too can be forgiven, and achieve salvation. However, they are not 
likely to do so, since the Qur'an states that they will yet rise to great 
heights, the wording of the verse implying heights of political 
power as well as an arrogant stance, both of which apply to present 
day Israel. The second of the two promises is yet to be fulfilled. 



545 Human beings are always in a hurry to gratify their wishes 
and passions. When these are delayed they are likely to curse and 
swear. This amounts to praying for evil rather than for good. 
Insisting on immediate gratification also amounts to mistrusting 
the wisdom and generosity of Allah, Who fulfills each creature's 
limited knowledge and start short-sightedness. This is why the 
Prophet taught people to pray: "0 Allah! Give me contentment 
with Your decisions, so that I do not desire to hasten what You 
have delayed, nor delay what You have hastened." 

546 The sign of the night is blotted out which means that light 
was removed from it; it is suited to its purpose which is peaceful- 
ness and rest. Night and day are clear examples of how everything 
in creation is paired, one active and the other passive, comple- 
menting each other. 
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18. Whoever desires the immediate [gains of this 
world], We hasten what We will to whom We will, 
then We appoint for him Hell, which he will endure, 
disgraced and vanquished. 

19. And whoever desires the Hereafter and strives for it 
as it should be, being a believer, these will have their 
striving rewarded. 

20. Each do We supply, both these [who desire the 
world] and those [who desire the Hereafter] 



from the bounty of your Lord, and the bounty of your 
Lord was never withheld. 

21. See how We preferred some above others; the 
Hereafter will be even greater in degrees and greater in 
preferment. 

22. Do not set up another deity with Allah; or you will 
remain disgraced and forsaken. 

23. Your Lord has decreed that you worship none but 
Him, and that you show kindness to your two parents. 
If either or both of them attain old age with you, 
[show no sign of impatience, and] do not [even] say 
"fie!" to them nor rebuke them, but speak kind words 
to them. 

24. And lower unto them of mercy the wing of humili- 
ty and say: "Lord, be merciful to them both, just as 
they cared for me when I was small." 

25. Your Lord best knows what is in yourselves. If you 
are virtuous, He is ever Forgiving to those who always 
turn to him. 

26. And give to the kinsman his due, and to the desti- 
tute and the wayfarer, and do not be a wasteful 
squanderer. 

27. For the wasteful are the Devil's brothers; and the 
Devil is ever ungrateful to his Lord. 
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28. But if you turn away. from, them [the needy], wait- 
ing for your Lord's mercy that you are expecting, then 
[at least] speak to them a kind word. 

29. Do not tie your hand to your neck [by being miser- 
ly] nor stretch it without any restraint [by being 
extravagant] for then you will remain reproached and 
denuded. 

30. Your Lord liberally provides whom He will, and 
withholds [from whom He will]. He is ever Aware, 
Seeing of His servants. 

31. Do not kill your offspring for fear of want. It is We 
who provide for them and for you. Indeed their killing 
is a great sin. 547 

32. Keep away from illegal sexual relationships, for it 
is an indecent thing and an evil way. 548 

33- Do not take the life which Allah has rendered 
sacrosanct, except rightfully. He who is slain unjustly, 
We have granted power to his next of kin [to demand 
the execution of the killer or accept blood-wite]. But 
let him not exceed in slaying [by taking justice into his 
own hand by killing other than the guilty party], for he 
shall be helped [by those legally empowered to do so]. 

34- Do not approach the property of an orphan except 
in the way that is best [responsible investment] until 
he attains majority. Keep your pledges, for you will be 
asked to account for your pledges. 
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35- Give full measure when you measure and weigh 
with even scales. This is better [now] and best in the 
end. 

36. Do not follow that of which you have no knowl- 
edge, for [man's] eyes, ears and heart, each of these 
shall be questioned about this. 

37- Do not walk proudly on the earth. You cannot 
cleave the earth, nor can you rival the mountains in 
stature. 

38. The evil of all these is hateful to your Lord. 



547 The pagan Arabs were addicted to female infanticide. In a 
society perpetually at war sons were a source of strength, and 
daughters of vulnerability. In our times, the practice involves' both 
males and females and is called abortion. It does not cause the 
same horror because these lives are extinguished before their bod- 
ies are fully forward and thus capable of arousing emotions. Allah 
reminds us that He is the real Provider, not us, and to prove the 
point He caused the greatest man ever to walk the earth, His 
Beloved Prophet, to lose both his parents at a very earlv age. ' 



There are cultures today where sixty percent of men, and 
forty percent of women are unfaithful to their marriage vows, with 
all the dangers that this poses to trust, family stability, and knowl- 
edge of paternity, not to mention the transmission of AIDS and 
other diseases. 
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39. These [injunctions] are a part of the wisdom 
which your Lord has revealed to you. Do not associate 
any other deity with Allah, or else you are cast into 
Hell, despised and abandoned. 549 

40. What! Has your Lord then favored you [0 men of 
Makkah] with sons and Himself adopted females from 
among the angels? Terrible is what you utter! 

41. We have given every explanation in this Qur'an so 
that they may take heed, but it only increases their 
aversion. 



42. Say: If there were other gods besides Him, as they 
say, they would have sought out a way to- overthrow 
the Lord of the Throne. 

43. Transcendent is He, and Exalted above what they 
say! 

44. The seven heavens and the earth and all who dwell 
in them glorify Him. There is not a single thing that 
does not proclaim His praise, yet you cannot under- 
stand their praises. He is ever Forbearing, 
Forgiving. 550 

45. When you recite the Qur'an We place a hidden bar- 
rier between you and those who do not believe in the 
Hereafter. 

46. And We cast veils over their hearts so they cannot 
understand, and in their ears deafness. [That is why] 
when you make mention of your Lord in the Qur'an 
[and of Him] alone, they turn back in aversion. 

47. We are well aware of what they wish to hear when 
they listen to you, and what they say when they con- 
verse in private; when the unjust declare, "You follow 
but a man bewitched." 

48. See what examples they give for you, thereby going 
astray and unable to find their way. 

49. And they say: "What! When we become bones and 
dust, shall we really be raised up again into a new cre- 
ation?" 



549 The moral law, as partly expounded in 17:23-39 is detailed 
and subtle; it searches out motives and draws attention to the weak 
and helpless. It opens and closes with the injunction to recognize 
only One God, for all the ethics of religion exist as reflections and 
affirmations of the underlying understanding of His ceaseless 
presence. Next the sacred text turns to the theological arguments 
against those who refuse to recognize His presence and unity. 



55° All creation, animate and inanimate, celebrates Allah's 
glorv, and bears witness to His power, wisdom and goodness. 
Prophets and saints are able to hear this praising. Once, the 
Prophet took some pebbles in his hand and all the companions 
around him were able to hear their praising, then he put them in 
the palm of Abu Bakr and they still heard the praises. 
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50. Say [to them: "Yes, you shall, whether you] turn to 
stone or iron, 

51. "Or any other substance which you may think 
greater in your minds!" Then they will ask: "Who will 
restore us?" Say: "He that made you at first." They will 
shake their heads and ask: "When will this be?" Say: 
"It will perhaps be soon." 551 

52. On the day when He will call you, you shall answer 
Him with His praises. You shall think that you had 
stayed only for a brief while. 

53. And tell My servants that they should speak only 
that The best of words. The Devil makes mischief 
between them, the Devil is to man a manifest enemy. 

54. Your Lord knows you best. He may show you 
mercy if He will, or torment you if He will. We have 
not sent you [0 Muhammad] as a guardian over 
them. 552 

55. And your Lord knows best all who are in the heav- 
ens and the earth. And We have preferred some 
prophets over others; and to David We gave the 
Psalms. 

56. Say: "Call if you will those you claim to be gods 
beside Him. They can neither remove harm from you 
nor divert it away." 
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57. Those whom they call, themselves seek to 
approach their Lord [vying with each other as to] 
which of them shall be the nearest; they hope for His 
mercy and fear His torment, for your Lord's torment is 
something to be aware. 

58. There is no town but that We shall destroy it, 
before the Day of Resurrection, or severely punish it. 
That is inscribed in the Book. 



551 Islam, as the final link in the great cycle of revelations, places 
a necessary emphasis on the final Denouement and its undoubted 
imminence. 

552 Man should never entertain the thought that he is wiser than 
his Maker. The Lord's knowledge is complete. If He grants mercy 
to some that you consider wicked, or punishment to some that you 
consider righteous, it is your knowledge or assumptions that are at 
fault, not His Plan. Even the Messengers of the Lord are not sent to 
arrange or dispose of men's affairs, but only to teach His message. 
How much less can ordinary men presume to judge their fellows? 
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59. Nothing has made us withhold the signs except 
that previous communities denied them. [For exam- 
ple] We sent to Thamud the she-camel as a visible 
sign, yet they did her wrong. We send signs only to 
deter. 553 

60. And when We told you that your Lord has sur- 
rounded these people, and We made the vision which 
We showed you a trial for the people, as well as the 
tree cursed in the Qur'an. We seek to put fear into 
them but it only increases them in rebellion. 554 



6i. And [again] when We said to the angels: "Prostrate 
yourselves before Adam!" so they all prostrated them- 
selves except Iblls [Satan], who said: "Shall I prostrate 
myself to him whom You have made of clay?" 

62. He [Iblls] said: "Do You see this [creature] whom 
You have honored above me, if You give me respite 
until the Day of Resurrection I shall seize his descen- 
dants, all but a few." 

63. [Allah] said: "Go! Whosoever of them follow you, 
Hell is sure to be the reward for you [all], an ample 
reward. 

64. "And rouse those of them that you can with your 
voice, and rally against them with your horse and your 
foot, and share with them their wealth and children, 
and make promises to them!" But the Devil promises 
them nothing but illusion. 

65. "Over My [true] servants you shall have no power. 
Your Lord is sufficient as Guardian." 

66. It is your Lord Who drives your ships across the 
sea, so that you may seek of His favor. For your Lord is 
ever Compassionate towards you. 



553 Signs, miracles, and portents are sent by Allah as warnings, 
to remind and strike terror into the hearts of evildoers and reclaim 
them for the right path. But there are some hearts which are so 
hard that even a miracle such as the she-camel of Thamud cannot 
soften them. When no glimmer of light remains in such hearts, 
Divine retaliation becomes inevitable. In older days such commu- 
nities were completely obliterated since they were manifest 
aberrations. As mankind degenerated and such aberrations 
became more widespread, Divine retaliation no longer obliterated 
the guilty segments of the human race, but afflicted then with nat- 
ural disasters such as floods and famines, and sent enemies 
against them to slay some of them and enslave others. 



554 Commentators take the "surrounding" as a reference to... 
72:28, and the word "vision" as a reference to the mfrdj, the 
Prophet's Ascension from Jerusalem to the Seven Heavens men- 
tioned at the start of the present surah. These events are a trial 
inasmuch as they were difficult to believe for those whose faith 
was shaky and who failed the test and relapsed into idolatry. The 
Cursed Tree is the Zaqqtim [37:62-5], which grows in hell, and 
which is also described as a trial [37:63], because of its vile taste to 
those who must eat it, finding no other nourishment, and also 
because it cannot be seen in this world, belonging to the realm of 
faith and acceptance of the Message from the Unseen. 
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67. Whenever you suffer distress at sea, all those you 
call for help fail you, save He, yet when He brings you 
safely to land you turn away. Indeed man is ungrateful. 

68. Are you confident that He will not cause a slope of 
the land to engulf you or let loose a storm upon you? 
Then you shall find no protector. 

69. Or are you confident that He will not send you 
back [to sea] a second time and send against you a vio- 
lent wind and drown you for your disbelief, and you 
will have no argument against Us. 

70. We have honored the children of Adam, and car- 
ried them on land and sea, and provided them with 
good things, and preferred them greatly over many of 
those We created. 

71. On the Day when We shall call all people with their 
leaders; those who will be given their records in their 
right hands, they will read them, and they will not suf- 
fer the least injustice. 

72. But he who is blind in this world will [also] be 
blind in the Hereafter, and farther astray. 
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73. And they indeed sought to entice you [0 Muham- 
mad] from what We revealed to you hoping that you 
might forge some other [scripture] in Our Name, then 
they would have accepted you as a close friend. 555 

74. And had We not strengthened you, you would 
almost have inclined to them, just a little. 

75. In that case We should have made you taste a dou- 
ble [punishment] in this life and in the next. Then you 
would have found none to protect you from Us. 



555 Only the Absolute can address his Prophet in this manner. 
We looking upwards from below, see the Prophet as the epitome 
of perfection, which undoubtedly he was. Since of all creation he is 
the nearest to Allah, he cannot but be perfect. But this and other 
similar verses serves to emphasize the gulf between Creator and 
creature, between the Absolute and the relative, however perfect 
the latter may be. The Absolute can have no son, no equal, no part- 
ner, otherwise He would not be Absolute. He thus infinitely 
transcends the highest perfection in the created universe, which is 
that of the Prophet. The latter, being a Mercy to the Worlds, can 
but wish with all his heart that every disbeliever will accept the 



message and surrender to Allah. However, Allah rigorously 
demands that justice be. dealt to those who reject His message and 
behave in a deviant manner. It is on behalf of these same people 
that the Prophet, being Allah's major manifestation of mercy, will 
intercede on Judgment Day, as mentioned in verse 79 of this surah. 
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79. And part of the night, rise for it a supererogatory 
[devotion] for you; that your Lord may resurrect you to 
a Praiseworthy Station. 557 

80. And say: "My Lord, grant me an entry of truth and 
an exit of truth, and, from You, authority to support 



.76. And they indeed sought to provoke you and thus 
drive you out of the land, and then they would have 
stayed only a little after you. 

77. The [same] pattern of those of Our messengers 
We sent before you, and you will find no change in 
Our pattern, 

78. Establish the Prayer at the sun's decline until the 
darkness of the night; and the Qur'an of dawn, for the 
Qur'an of dawn is witnessed. 556 
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81. And say: "Truth has come and falsehood has van- 
ished away. Surely falsehood is [by its nature] certain 
to vanish." 

82. We send down in the Qur'an that which is a heal- 
ing and mercy for believers. Though it only increases 
the unjust in their failure. 

83. When We bestow Our favors upon man he turns 
away and grows remote. But when evil befalls him he 
gives himself up to despair. 

84. Say: "Everyone acts- according to his. nature. But 
your Lord best knows whose way is most rightly guid- 
ed." 

85 . They ask you about the Spirit Say: "The Spirit is of 
my Lord's command, and of knowledge you have been 
given but little." 

86. Were We to so- will We could certainly take away 
that which We have revealed to you; then you should 
find none to plead with Us on your behalf. 



55 6 To establish the prayer is to perform the ritual prayer regu- 
larly at the time it is due, completing all its parts in. the most 
excellent manner. The ritual prayer, being one of the five pillars of 
Islam, ajlows of no complacency, neglectfulness, or distraction. 
The tiny from when the sun begins to decline till when the night 
grows Hark includes four obligatory prayers; midday, afternoon, 
sunset, and night. The Qur'an makes special mention of the dawn 
prayer which is the prayer where the recitation of the Qur'an is 
most prolonged, hence its name: the Qur'an of dawn. At that time 
the angels of the night have not ascended yet and the angels of the 
coming day have descended; both witness the prayer and testify to 
this before Allah. 



557 Tahqpd is to rise during the night, after having slept a little, 
to perform supererogatory prayers.- The Prophet used to make 
these very long rak c as, those he kept most regularly being the 
eleven raVas of the tuitr prayer. 

The Praiseworthy Station is the special prerogative • of the 
Prophet on Judgement Day, which.. to intercede with Allah on 
behalf of all of Mankind that their sufferings on that day be short- 
ened. ... 

55 8 An entry of truth into every good intention, act, and situa- 
tion, and an exit of truth from every hardship or evil. The authority 
asked for is Divine .support with decisive arguments against the 
pagans, the hypocrites, and the Jews, and miraculous signs to sup- 
port the delivery of the Message. 
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87. Except for Mercy from your Lord. His favor upon 
you has been great indeed. 

88. Say: "If all men and jinn gathered together to pro- 
duce the like of this Qur'an they could not produce 
one like it, even were they to help one another." 

89. And We have given mankind, in this Qur'an, 
examples of every kind;, but most men refuse anything 
but disbelief. : 

90. They say: "We will not -believe in you until you 
make a spring gush from the earth for us! 

91. "Or [until] you possess a garden of palms and 
vines, and cause rivers to gush forth abundantly 
amongst it! 

92. "Or [until] you cause the sky to fall upon us in 
pieces, as you say [will happen]. Or you bring Allah 
and the angels to meet us! 

93. "Or until you have a house of gold. Or until you 
ascend into heaven; and even then we will not believe 
in your ascension till you bring down for us a book 
that we can read." Say [0 Muhammad]: "Transcen- 
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dent is my Lord! Am I but a human messenger?" 

94. And nothing prevented mankind from believing 
when the guidance came to them but that they said: 
"Has Allah sent a human being as messenger?" 

95. Say: "Had there been in the earth angels walking at 
peace, We would have sent down for them from heav- 
en an angel as messenger." 559 

96. Say: "Allah suffices as witness between me and 
you. Surely He is aware of, and sees, His servants." 



559 To each people is' sent a messenger from among themselves, 
so that they. may. understand. Muslims follow the Prophet's 
Sunnah. They pray as he did, talk as he did, eat as he did, and try to 
follow his example as much as possible. Had he been other than a 
human being, this would have been impossible. Allah can justly 
demand of us that we emulate human perfection, as personified in 
the Prophet, and thus achieve that amount of perfection we are 
capable of. He cannot justly, demand that we emulate an angel who 



does not feel hunger or fatigue, and has no appetites or weakness- 
es. Angels are also incapable of pursuing a rational argument, 
since their knowledge is immediate from Allah and thus exclusive- 
ly suprarational. They cannot coax the disbelievers into Islam, they 
can only say: "Accept or be destroyed!" 



HbsfX 



^g^P AL-ISRA"17 



292 



^ ^> 45> 4£> -2^ 'SS*- "*> >^V >!AN ^>- -***• 

&$ ! !2L2z£ v * v vvy w y> xw ^^ w> w* w^ ^i. 

# 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
% 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 



XAX SJ*. ~X*V XAX -^ X*X X£X -£*> 

^> w> w> <w v*> xw w w/, [S 



/>$'/»> * > > y ~' ' \Y 9 '*> >>»r^ ^ > 







0j\ 
.Aft' ' * ><>.'*' 'k'Ck'. i?\ / > *' > »'>. -" 



V^^^^^^^^^^^v^x^^x^^^^^»iv^i>L>^ /a\ /a\ ^v /a\ -<A.O>ycv >y»x sjss. sjx& 
sw s>>rs ssrs v*v "syy vxv vi*' \stfy vw v«<y w/ ^S^ %yy w/ v^v v^ "TO- , TO r -3!fr 



97. Whomsoever Allah guides, he is rightly guided; 
and those whom He leads astray, you will find no pro- 
tector for them besides Him. We shall gather them all, 
on the Day of Resurrection, on their faces, blind, 
dumb, and deaf. Their abode will be Hell, whenever it 
abates, We will increase the flame for them. 

98. That is their reward because they disbelieved Our 
signs and said: "What, when we are bones and dust 
shall we really be raised up as a new creation?" 



99. Have they not seen that Allah, Who created the 
heavens and the earth, is able to create the like of 
them, and has appointed for them a term about which 
there is no doubt. But the unjust refuse anything but 
disbelief. 

100. Say [unto them]: "Had you possessed the treas- 
ures of my Lord's mercy, you would have held them 
back for fear of spending." For man was ever grudg- 
ing. 

101. And We gave to Moses nine clear signs. So ask the 
Children of Israel how he came to them, then Pharaoh 
said to him: "I think, Moses, that you are 
bewitched." 560 

102. Moses replied: "You know full well that none but 
the Lord of the heavens and the earth has sent these 
down as evidence, and [for my part], Pharaoh, I 
think you are doomed!" 

103. So he sought to scare them from the land, but We 
drowned him and all those who were with him, alto- 
gether. 

104. After that We said to the Children of Israel: 
"Dwell in the land. When the promise of the latter [the 
second of the two promises] comes to be fulfilled, We 
shall bring you as a mingled crowd." 



560 The Prophet is here told to ask "the Children of Israel" about 
Moses and the signs Allah gave him. This is evidently not to learn 
anything from them, but to prove to them that he had more knowl- 
edge of Moses than them, and that this was only possible if he was 
a Divinely taught Prophet. 
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105. With the truth We have sent it down [the Qur'an], 
and with the truth has it come down. We have sent you 
only as a giver of good news and a warner. 

106. And a Qur'an We have divided for you to recite it 
to mankind at intervals, and We have sent it down by 
stages. 

107. Say: "Believe in it or dp not believe; those who 
were given the knowledge before it, when it is recited 
to them, fall down upon their faces in [humble] pros- 
tration." 

108. And say: "Transcendent is our Lord, the promise 
of our Lord shall be fulfilled!" 

109. They fall down upon their faces weeping, and it 
increases them in humility. 

no. Say: "Call upon Allah or call upon the All-Merci- 
ful; by whatever name you call upon Him, to Him 
belong the most beautiful Names." Recite your prayers 
neither too loudly nor too softly, but seek a middle 



way 



561 



in. And say: "Praise belongs to Allah, Who has never 
taken to Himself a son, and Who has no partner in 
sovereignty. Nor [needs] He an ally to strengthen any 
weakness. And magnify Him with repeated magnifica- 
tion!" 

SURAH 18 

AL-KAHF 

Revealed at Makkah 

This surah, which deals with matters pertaining to the inner 
workings of Divine wisdom, takes its name from the story 
of the youths who took refuge from persecution in a cave 
(verses 10-27) an d were preserved there as if asleep for a 
long period, identified by some writers with the Seven 
Sleepers of Ephesus [now in Turkey]. A strong tradition in 
the Muslim world asserts that this story, and that of Dhu'l- 
Qarnayn (verses 83-98), and possibly also that of Moses and 
his companion, were revealed to the Blessed Prophet to 
enable him to answer certain questions which the Jewish 
rabbis of Madlnah had instructed the idolaters to ask him, 
as a test of Prophethood. The date of revelation is the mid- 
dle Makkan period. 

561 Allah is the Name that is the synthesis of all the others. Al- 
Rahman, the All-Merciful, is almost equal to it since mercy is the 
attribute of the Divine Essence. As for the other Names, they are 
"most beautiful" because each of them opens into infinite perfec- 
tion, so that they are the essence and origin of all beauty. 

The Prophet, when in Makkah, was instructed by Allah not to 
recite the Qur'an too loudly, so as not to be heard by the pagans 
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THE CAVE 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Praise be to Allah who has sent down the Book to 
His servant and has not placed in it any crookedness. 

2. [But has made it] straight, to give warning of stern 
punishment from Him, and to proclaim to the believ- 
ers who do righteous deeds that they will have an 
excellent recompense, 

3. Wherein they will remain forever. 

4. And to warn those who say that Allah has chosen a 
son. 562 



and thus attract additional persecution, nor too softly so as to pre- 
vent his Companions from hearing his cherished voice and 
learning the words of Allah. 

562 One or all of the following three may be intended: (1) the 
Jews, certain of whom called c Uzayr the "Son of God"; (2) the 
Christians, most of whom called Christ the "Son of God"; (3) the 
Makkan idolaters, who called their idols the "Daughters of God." 
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5. Of this they have no knowledge, nor [had] their 
fathers. Dreadful is the word that comes out of their 
mouths. They utter nothing but a lie. 

6. It may be that you will torment your soul with grief 
for their sake, if they do not believe in this Message. 

7. We have placed all that is in the earth as an orna- 
ment for it that We may try them: which of them is 
best in conduct. 



8. Then We will surely reduce all that is on it to barren 
dust. 

9. Do you think that the Companions of the Cave and 
the [Bearers of] the Inscription were a wonder among 
Our signs? 563 

10. When the young men took refuge in the Cave they 
said: "Lord, grant us mercy from Your presence, and 
arrange for us the best in our state." 

11. Then We sealed up their hearing [made them 
sleep] in the Cave for a number of years. 564 

12. Then We raised them up in order to test which of 
the two parties were able to calculate correctly the 
period of their stay there. 

13. We shall tell you their story with truth. They were 
young men who had believed in their Lord, and We 
increased them in guidance. 

14. And We strengthened their hearts, when they rose 
up and declared, "Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens 
and the earth, we will not call upon any god beside 
Him, or then we had spoken an outrage. 

15. "These, our people, have adopted other gods 
beside Him. Why do they not bring any clear argu- 
ment [in support of their creed]? Who can be more 
wicked than the one who invents a falsehood against 
Allah?" 



563 In this surah, Allah gives us a few glimpses into the working 
of His wisdom in other than the ways usually regarded as being 
ordinary or natural. The surah abounds in events that are either 
supernatural by ordinary standards, apparently in opposition to 
sacred law, pertaining entirely to the Unseen, or in other unusual 
ways. The Inscription, al-Raqtm, was said by the Follower, Said 
ibn Jubayr to be the stone tablet placed in front of the cave, upon 
which the story of the sleepers was inscribed. This was the inter- 
pretation chosen by the great Qur'anic commentator, at-Tabari. 
Other conflicting interpretations were given by various other 
authorities. 



5 6 4 Allah sealed up their hearing since it is the channel most 
likely to receive signals that would awaken them. 
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16. [It was said to them]: "When you part from them 
and from what they worship other than Allah, go to 
the Cave for shelter; your Lord will spread for you of 
His mercy and will provide for you in ease." 

17. You would have seen the sun when it rose moving 
away from their Cave to the right and when it set, 
passing them by, on the left; and they were in the cleft 
thereof. That was one of the signs of Allah. He whom 
Allah guides is rightly guided; but he whom He mis- 
leads shall find no friend to guide him. 565 

18. You might have thought them awake, though 
they were sleeping. We turned them about to right 
and left while their dog lay at the [Cave's] entrance 
with legs outstretched. Had you looked upon them 
you would have surely turned your back and fled, 
filled with terror. 566 

19. In like manner We awakened them that they might 
question one another. One of them said: "How long 



565 The sun enters the cave but do'es not fall directly on the 
sleepers. . < ,":.': v. ■■''■■■ 

565 Allah turned them about so that they would not suffer from 
the pressure sores that are sure to develop were they to lie still in 
one position. As for fleeing in terror, the phrase is addressed to 
the Prophet, but is meant for us — as often happens in the 
Qur'an — since it would be impossible to terrorize such a spiritual 
giant. 
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have you remained [here]?" "A day, or part of a day," 
replied some; and others said: "Your Lord knows best 
how long you have stayed here. Let one of you go to 
the city with this your silver coin and let him see what 
food is purest there, and bring you a supply from it. 
Let him conduct himself tactfully, and let no man 
know of you." 

20. For if they find you out, they will stone you, or 
force you back into their cult, and then you would 
never succeed. 567 



567 One of the men went to the city to buy food. It is said that 
when he paid, with ancient money, the people in the city were 
amazed, and took the man to their king, who was now living and 
ruling in a age of monotheism. The young man narrated their 
story to them, and the king and city dwellers went to the Cave and, 
saw that his words were true. 
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21. Thus We made them find them, that they might 
know that Allah's promise was true, and that the Hour 
[of final Resurrection] was undoubtedly coming. 
When [the people of the city] disputed of their case 
among themselves they said: "Build over them a build- 
ing. Their Lord knows best concerning them." Those 
who won their point said: "We assuredly shall build a 
place of worship over them." 568 



22. [Some] will say: "They [the sleepers] were three, 
their dog was the fourth. Others guessing at the 
unknown, will say: "They were five, their dog was the 
sixth." And some will say: "Seven and their dog the 
eighth." Say [0 Muhammad]: "My Lord is best aware 
of their number, none knows them but a few. There- 
fore do not enter into controversies concerning them 
except on a matter that is clear, nor consult any of 
them about [the affair of] the sleepers." 569 

23. Do not say of anything: "I will do it tomorrow," 

24. Without adding "If Allah wills." When you forget 
remember your Lord, and say, "May Allah guide me 
and bring me nearer to the truth." 

25. So they stayed in their Cave three hundred years 
and added nine. 570 

26. Say: "Allah knows best how long they stayed." To 
Him belongs the Unseen in the heavens and in the 
earth. How well He sees; how well He hears! They 
have no protector apart from Him, nor does He make 
anyone to share in His government. 

27. And recite [and teach] that which has been 
revealed unto you of the Book of your Lord. No one 
can change His words. You shall find no refuge beside 
Him. 



568 There was an argument between those who thought that 
they did not really know who these awesome people were, they had 
better just wall the cave up and leave them alone, and those whose 
opinion was that they should therefore build a place of worship 
over them. The latter won the argument. 

569 Despite the magnitude of the sign that had been given them, 
the people of the city, and then mankind after them, disagreed 
over petty details, arguing about the construction of a shrine on 
the site, or about the number of the sleepers. In the Western tradi- 
tion, as represented for instance by Gibbon, the number of 
sleepers was seven. Ibn c Abbas said, "I am one of the few who 



know about them,. they/ .were seven." As with all the information 
that Allah has withheld concerning each of the stories in the surah, 
the exact number of .the' sleepers is irrelevant to the lesson to be 
learned, and seeking such information has indeed often distracted 
people from assimilating the wisdom in the surah, wisdom having 
to do with essentials, not with endless detail. 

570 Three hundred solar years are equivalent to three hundred 
and nine lunar years. 
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28. Restrain yourself together with those who pray to 
their Lord, morning and evening, seeking His Face. 
Do not turn your eyes away from them in quest of ±e 
good things of this life; nor obey any whose heart we 
have made heedless of Our remembrance, who follows 
his own caprice and has become disorganized. 571 

29. Say: "Truth is from your Lord." Now whosoever 
will, may believe, and whosoever will, may disbelieve. 
For the wrong-doers We have prepared a fire [whose 
flames] will encircle them like the walls of a tent. If 
they ask for succor they shall be helped with water as 
[hot as] melted brass, which will scald their faces. 
How terrible a drink, how evil a resting-place! 

30. As for those who believe and do good works, We 
do not let go to waste the reward of any who behave 
righteously. 

31. For them will be Gardens of Eden; beneath them 
rivers will flow. They shall be adorned with bracelets 
of gold, and they will wear green garments of fine silk 
and rich brocade, reclining there upon soft couches. 
Excellent the reward and beautiful the resting-place! 

32. And give them the example of two men, to one of 
whom We gave two vineyards, surrounded with date 
palms; in between them We grew other plants. 
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33. Each of the two gardens yielded its produce and 
did not fail any wise [in yielding its produce]. In the 
midst of them We caused a river to gush forth. 

34. This man had an abundant produce and he said to 
his companion while conversing with him: "I am rich- 
er than you and mightier in men." 



571 In this verse, Allah addresses his Beloved Prophet, request- 
ing him to sit with those who seek "Allah's Countenance," these- 
being the saints who desire neither this world nor the next, but 
only the Presence of their Lord. The Prophet, being a mercy to the 
Worlds, is constantly engaged in inviting those who are still disbe- 
lievers to Islam. He spends much of his time talking to the 
eminent and the rich among disbelievers, since they are the lead- 
ers of the community and when they accept Islam a large number 
of their people are sure to follow. As for those who "pray to their 
Lord morning and evening," the Prophet has no worries about 
them for they are already immersed in Allah's solicitude. But they 
are Lovers of Allah and His Messenger, and nothing in this world 



pleases them more than to see the Blessed Prophet. Allah 
responds to their yearning by requesting His Prophet to "restrain 
himself with them. When the verse is taken to be addressed to the 
community, through the Prophet, the meaning changes, for there 
the important principles of spiritual method are laid down: (1) The 
spiritual seeker must keep the company of the righteous, who pray 
to their Lord constantly, so that he may be reformed by their pres- 
ence; (2) He should not pay attention to the delights of the world, 
for one cannot serve both Allah and the world; (3) He must not 
submit to the will of the forgetful, lest he acquiesce in, and hence 
be influenced by, their state; (4) Forgetfulness of Allah results in, 
and is intensified by, following one's own caprices. 
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35. And when, having thus wronged his soul he 
entered his vineyard, he said: "I do not think that this 
will ever perish. 

36. "Nor do I believe that the Hour [of Judgement] 
will ever come; and even if I am returned to my Lord I 
should surely find better than this as a resort." 

37. His companion said, while he was conversing with 
him: "Have you disbelieved in Him Who 
created you from dust, then from a sperm-drop and 
then fashioned you into a man? 



38. "But [as for myself, I know that] Allah alone is my 
Lord and I set up no partners with Him. 

39. "When you entered your garden you should have 
said: 'That which Allah wills [will surely come to 
pass], there is no. power but with Allah?' Though you 
see me poorer than yourself, with fewer children, 

40. "Yet it may be that my Lord may give me [some- 
thing] better . than - your garden and send down 
thunderbolts from heaven [upon your vineyards] turn- 
ing into a barren waste; 

41. "Or drain its water deep into the earth so that you 
can find it no more." 

42. So his fruits were encompassed [with ruin]. Then 
he began to wring his hands with grief at what he had 
spent on his property which was now ruined on its 
trellises, and he would only say, "Woe is me! Would 
that I had never ascribed partners to 'my Lord!" 

43. And he had no troop of men to help him against 
Allah, nor could he save himself. 

44. In such [ordeals] protection comes only from 
Allah, the True. No. reward is. better than His reward, 
and no recompense more generous than His. 

45. And coin for' them a similitude of the life of the 
world, it is like water which We send down from the 
sky, and the vegetation of the earth mingles with it, 
but soon it becomes dry stubble, which the winds 
scatter abroad. Allah has power, over all things. 
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46. Wealth and children are. the ornament of this life. 
But the good deeds which endure are better in your 
Lord's sight as rewards and a better foundation for 
hope. 

47. One day We shall remove the mountains and you 
will see the earth as a barren waste, and We shall gath- 
er them altogether nor shall. We leave. out any of them. 

48. And they are set before your Lord in ranks [and He 
will say to them]: "Now you have returned to Us as We 
created you at first. Yet you claimed that We had not 
appointed a day for you." 

49. And the Book [of deeds] will be placed and you 
will see the sinners fearful of that which is [inscribed] 
in it. And they say: "Woe'to us! What kind of a book is 
this that omits nothing small or great but all are noted 
down?" They will find all that-, they did placed before 
them, and your Lord will wrong no one. 

50. And [remember] when We said to the angels: 
"Prostrate yourselves before Adam," all prostrated 
themselves, except Satan. He was of the jinn, and he 
rebelled against his Lord's command. Will you then 
choose him and his offspring for your protecting 
friends instead of Me despite their enmity towards 
you? Evil would be the exchange for the wrongdoers! 
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51. I did not call them to witness the creation of the 
heavens and the earth, nor their own creation; nor 
choose I misleaders for My helpers. 

52: One day He will say: "Call on those whom you 
thought to be My partners!" And they will call on 
them, but they will not respond to them, and We shall 
set a barrier between them. 

53. And the sinful shall see the fire and will realize 
that they are to fall into it; no means will they find to 
escape from it. 
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54. And assuredly We have displayed for mankind in 
this Qur'an all manner of examples. But man is, more 
than anything, contentious. 

55. Nothing can prevent men from having faith and 
seeking forgiveness of their Lord, when the guidance 
comes to them; unless [it be that they wish] that the 
judgement of the men of old should come upon them 
or [that] they should be confronted with the Chastise- 
ment. 



56. We only send the Messengers as bearers of good 
news and as warners. But with false arguments the 
disbelievers seek to confute the truth, treating My rev- 
elations and My warnings as a jest. 

57. And who is more wicked than he who has been 
reminded of the signs [revelations] of his Lord, then 
turns away from them and forgets what his hands 
have done? We have placed coverings over their hearts 
so that they do not understand this and set a deafness 
in their hearing, and though you call them to the guid- 
ance they shall never be guided. 

58. Your Lord is the Forgiving, Full of Mercy. Had it 
been His will to scourge them for their sins, He would 
have hastened their punishment. But [He has set] for 
them an appointed hour which they shall never 
escape. 

59. And all those nations, We destroyed them when 
they did wrong, and We appointed a time for their 
destruction. 

60. And when Moses said to his servant: "I will not 
give up until I reach the place where the two seas 
meet, though I march on for ages." 572 

61. But when at last they came to the place where the 
two seas met, they forgot their fish which made its 
way into the water, burrowing. 573 



572 In this section of the Qur'an, which deals with spiritual and 
initiatic instruction, there is a necessary obscurity over the mean- 
ing of these seas, which are commonly interpreted as denoting the 
two great streams of knowledge represented by Moses (the out- 
ward Law) and his companion, Khidr (the esoteric, direct 
apprehension of metaphysical realities), both of which are only 
perfect when combined. Some geographically-minded commenta- 
tors hold that the two seas may be the Black Sea and the Caspian, 
or the Blue and the White Niles in the Sudan. 



573 Moses had been told to search for the mysterious teacher, . 
Khidr, whose presence would be indicated by the loss of a fish he 
had brought as provision for his worldly needs. As elsewhere in 
this section, there are symbolic depths present which in the pres- 
ent commentary cannot be explored. 
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62. And when they had gone further, Moses said to his 
servant: "Bring us our breakfast, truly we have suf- 
fered much fatigue on this journey of ours." 

63. He replied: "Do you remember when we took 
refuge to the rock. I forgot the fish and none but Satan 
caused me to forget to mention it. The fish made its 
way into the sea in a strange fashion." 574 

64. "This is what we have been seeking," said Moses. 
So they retraced their steps again. 

65. Then they found one of Our servants on whom We 
had bestowed mercy from Ourselves, and whom We 
had taught knowledge from Our own Presence. 

66. Moses said to him: "May I follow you so that you 
may teach me the right-guidance which you have been 
taught?" 

67. "You will not be able to have patience with me," 
said the other. 

68. "For how can you bear with that which is beyond 
your knowledge?" 575 

69. He [Moses] said: "Allah willing, you shall find me 
patient; I shall not in anything disobey you." 

70. He said: "If, then, you would follow me, then ask 
me no questions about anything until I myself speak 
to you concerning it." 

71. So they both set forth but as soon as they were in 
the ship he made a hole in its bottom. "A strange 
thing you have done!" [exclaimed Moses] "Have you 
made a hole in it to drown its passengers?" 



574 As the journey towards new knowledge proceeds, the seeker 
feels increasingly exhausted, especially when there is a part of him 
that does not want it. The disciple had seen the fish come to life 
again and escape in what was surely a memorable way, yet u for- 
got" to tell his master. Thus does inertia lead us astray: new 
knowledge can be missed because of culpable negligence. Hence 
the need to realize the mistake, retrace one's steps. 

575 Moses, may peace be upon him, is one of the five major 
Divine Messengers. He was therefore near the summit of the hier- 
archy composed of the three hundred and thirteen messengers, 
beneath whom are the rest of the hundred and twenty four thou- 
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72. "Did I not tell you," he replied "that you would not 
have patience with me?" 

73. He [Moses] said: "Forgive my forgetfiilness, and 
do not make things difficult to excess for me!" 

74. They both journeyed on until, when they met a 
young man, he [Moses' companion] slew him. He 
[Moses] said: "What! have you slain an innocent soul 
though he had killed nobody? Truly you have done a 
foul thing." 



sand Prophets, beneath whom are the saints in their various ranks. 
Now al-Khidr, whether, a saint according to most: scholars, or a 
Prophet according to some, is nowhere near Moses in his knowl- 
edge of Allah. Furthermore, Moses has the spiritual vision to see 
within what Khidr is doing and understand. However, he is 
immersed in the Divine Presence that is taking all his attention. 
His outward affairs are regulated by the sacred law he was given. 
Between these two extremes, he had no knowledge of the function 
of such hidden agents of Allah as al-Khidr. The latter is "a servant 
from among our servants," indicating that there are other such 
persons. He executes divine decrees, in ways that, according to the 



&M^\%& 



mmm 



AL-KAH F • It 



302 






^ ^ 45£ 4S> ^*> ^ '.AX ^AX >A\ •^T^X VAX x^x /^ XAX ^ ^ 4£> ^ 
/,^w "^ vvy w/ wy w/ w> w/ w> vy> w> w> w> v*> w v»y xvy W ^j 



f 



>VM& 




ft 



75. "Did I not tell you," he replied "that you would not 
have patience with me?" 

76. He [Moses] said: "If I question you again about 
anything let me not accompany you, for then you 
would have received [full] excuse from myself." 

77. So they both journeyed on until when they came to 
the inhabitants of a town, they asked them for food, 
but they refused to give them hospitality. Then they 
found there a wall on the point of falling down, and he 



restored it. He [Moses] said: "Had you wished, you 
could have demanded payment for this." 

78. He answered: "This is separation between you and 
me. [But first] I will tell you the interpretation of that 
which you could not bear with patience. 

79. "As for the boat, it belonged to poor people work- 
ing on the sea, and I wished to render it unserviceable, 
because behind them there was a king who was seiz- 
ing every ship by force. 

80. "As for the youth, his parents were believers, and 
we feared that he would oppress them by rebellion and 
disbelief. 

81. "So we desired that their Lord should give them in 
exchange [a son] better in purity [of conduct] and 
closer in affection. 

82. "As for the wall, it belonged to two orphan boys in 
the city. There was beneath it a [buried] treasure 
belonging to them, and their father had been a right- 
eous man. So your Lord desired that they should attain 
their age of full strength and bring out their treasure, a 
mercy from their Lord. I did it not of my own accord. 
Such is the interpretation of [those things] which you 
were unable to bear with patience." 576 

83. They will ask you about Dhu'l-Qarnayn. Say: "1 
shall recite to you something of his story." 577 



sacred law, are illegal. Were he to be found out and brought to 
trial, the judge would be fully justified in punishing him according 
to the law. It is Allah who conceals him from profane eyes whilst 
he is carrying out His instructions. He stands at the junction of the 
two seas, the sea of outward knowledge and that of the inward 
knowledge of Allah, His Attributes, and the higher worlds. His 
knowledge is inward, hidden, but still pertains to influencing situ- 
ations of this world. He cannot be of less than major stature in 
knowledge of Allah, but this is not brought to the fore in the 
Qur'anic episode, nor is it equal to that of Moses. 



576 The boy's father is said by commentators to be his seventh 
ancestor on. -his mother's- side. Father in Arabic being equal to 
forefather and ancestor. This is the Qur'anic indication that the 
baraka, the sanctity, of a father or an ancestor reaches all his 
descendants. Allah looks after them for his sake, his prayers for 
them are accepted, and providing they are upright and deserve it, 
they receive his spiritual barakah. 
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84. We made him gave him mastery over the earth, 
and gave him the means to [achieve] all things. 

85. He followed one path. 

86. Until when he reached the setting-place of the sun, 
he found it setting in a pool of opaque water, and 
found a people around it. We said: "0 Dhu'l-Qarnayn! 
Either punish them or show them kindness." 578 

87. He said: "Whoever does wrong we shall punish 
him. Then he shall be sent back to his Lord, Who will 
punish him with a fearsome punishment. 

88. "But whoever believes and works righteousness, 
he shall have a goodly reward and We shall speak to 
him gently." 579 

89. Then he followed [another] path. 

go. Until, when he came to the rising-place of the sun, 
he found the sun rising upon a people for whom We 
had provided no shelter from it. 

91. So he did [leave them as they were]. And We had 
full knowledge of all that was with him. 

92. Then followed he [another] path. 

93. Until when he reached [a tract] between the two 
mountains, he found beneath them a people who 
scarcely understood a word. 580 

94. They said: "0 Dhu'l-Qarnayn! Gog and Magog are 
working corruption in the land; so may we pay you 
tribute on condition that you set a barrier between us 
and them?" 



577 Dhu'l-Qarnayn, or the king with the two horns, is often iden- 
tified with Alexander the Great, although his exact identity is 
unimportant in the present context. The identification with 
Alexander is unlikely if the historical information we have about 
him is sound. His behavior, as recorded by history, suggests an 
overambitious, immoral, military genius, not a saint in communi- 
cation with Allah. He is here a Priest-King, a man who, as God's 
Vicegerent, is master of this world and honored in the next. Three 
of his expeditions are described in the text, each embodying a 
great ethical idea involved in the possession of kingship or power. 
Thus is completed the cycle of the surah, which has provided a 



m "Z 71Z "a^TTHc^ /AV JViS. j£\ 4*\ A£j\ -/££> XAX *££. J*S AKK *££,. <&£>. ^v y^x /A\ 

^S2t> <g£ *fy ^^r yg> -w> w/ \v/ x*y \w wy w/ w/ wy w/ wx ■$&■ ygy v*/,^ 



$ 
$ 

$ 

t 
'4 
$ 

$ 
$ 






S/iS , ' < ' ' 










95. He said: "what My Lord has given me is better 
[than any tribute]. Help me with a force [of laborers] 
and I will erect a [strong] barrier between you and 
them. 

96. "Bring me blocks of iron!" At length, when he had 
leveled up [the gap] between the cliffs he said: "Blow 
[with your bellows]." Then, when he had made it a 
fire, he said: "Bring me molten copper to pour on it." 

97. And [Gog and Magog] were not able to surmount 
it, nor could they dig [their way] through it. 



characterization of four spiritual possibilities: (1) reliance on God 
succored by Him; (2) self-reliance leading to annihilation; (3)' the 
Law encountering the Spirit; (4) the glories of divine kingship. 

578 Some identify this place with the most westerly point in 
Alexander's dominions: Lake Ohrid in Macedonia, which is fed by 
opaque springs from limestone rock formations. 

579 The Priest-King, despite his power, must be mild, and know 
always that above him is the Supreme Judge. Such is the lesson of 
the first episode. 

580 The third type of people in submission to him was more 
technically advanced than the second; they were skilled in metal- 
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98. He said: "This is a mercy from my Lord, but when 
the promise of my Lord has been fulfilled, He will level 
it to dust. The promise of my Lord is ever true." 581 

99. And on that day We shall cause them to surge like 
waves upon one another. The trumpet will be blown 
and We shall gather them all together. 

100. We shall bring Hell on that day before the disbe- 
lievers, plain to view. 

101. Those whose eyes had been under a veil from My 
remembrance, and who had been unable to hear. 



102. Do the disbelievers think that they can make My 
servants into protectors besides Me? We have prepared 
Hell as a dwelling-place for the disbelievers. 

103. Say: "Shall We tell you whose works will bring 
the greatest loss." 

104. Those whose efforts have been wasted in the life 
of the world while they thought they were doing 
good. 582 

105. Those are they who disbelieve in the signs of their 
Lord and the encounter with Him. Therefore their 
works are in vain, and on the Day of Resurrection We 
give no weight to them. 

106. That is their reward, Hell; because they rejected 
faith and took My signs and My Messengers for a jest. 

107. As for those who believe and do good works: they 
have the Gardens of Paradise as a dwelling-place. 

108. Where they shall dwell perpetually, desiring no 
change to befall them. 

109. Say: "If the ocean were ink for the words of My 
Lord, assuredly the ocean would be used up before the 
Words of My Lord were finished, even if We brought 
another [ocean] like it, to Increase it." 583 

no. Say: "I am but a man like yourselves but to whom 
it is revealed that your Lord is only One God. So who- 
ever hopes to meet his Lord, let him work 
righteousness, and let him not associate anyone with 
Him in worship." 



work. But they were regularly attacked by the wild tribes called 
Gog and Magog, and were ready to pay hirmtribute in return for 
his closure of the mountain gap through which they came: possi- 
bly the Iron Gates near Bukhara, which stood between 
Transoxiana and Mongolia. Yet he would not accept any tribute. 

s8: After this third episode, Dhu'l-Qarnayn claims no credit for 
himself, but instead praises his Lord, in Whose name he rules. He 
increases his own and the people's humility by recalling that all 
the works of man, however imposing, shall be scattered into dust 
by the Resurrection, when only purity of heart is of account. The 
surah takes up this cue, and finishes with some short declarations 



on the Last Day, recalling its opening verses. 

582 There are people whose smug self-righteousness is so pow- 
erful that they go through life making mischief, believing that they 
are acquiring merit. The case of those who campaign for certain 
vices is an instance of this. 

583 However astonishing and far-reaching the narratives granted 
in Scripture may be, they are less than a drop in the ocean, for His 
attributes, wisdom and knowledge are without limit. 
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SURAH 19 

MARYAM 
Revealed at Makkah 

This surah takes its name from the extended reference to 
Mary, the Mother of Jesus [peace be upon them both], men- 
tioned in verses 16 to 40. It was revealed before the 
departure of the first emigrants to Abyssinia in the ninth 
year before the Hijmh, an event caused by increasing perse- 
cution from the idolatrous Quraysh in Makkah. The verses 
pertaining to Zechariah [Zakarlyya] and Mary were recited 
by the emigrants to the Negus, the Christian king of 
Abyssinia, who was deeply moved, and refused to listen to 
Quraysh's requests that they be sent back to Makkah for 
persecution. 

MARY 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Kaf. Ha. Yd. c Ayn. Sad. 

2. The mention of your Lord's mercy to His servant, 
Zechariah. 

3. When he called upon Him in secret. 

4. Saying: "My Lord, my bones have become weak and 
my head is shining with gray hair. My Lord! I have never 
been disappointed in my prayer to you. 

5. "I now fear [the misbehavior of] my kinsmen after 
me; and my wife is barren. So give me, from You, an 
heir. 

6. "Who shall inherit from me and inherit from the 
house of Jacob; and make him, my Lord, pleasing." 

7. [And it was said to him]: "0 Zechariah! We give you 
good news of a son whose name is John. We have not 
given this name to anyone before." 584 

8. He said: "My Lord! How shall I have a son when my 
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wife is barren and I am well-advanced in years?" 

9. He said: "So does Your Lord say. It is easy for Me, for 
I created you beforehand, when you were nothing." 

10. He said: "0 my Lord! Give me a sign!" He said: 
"Your sign is that you shall speak to no man for three 
nights, although you are not dumb." 

11. So He came out to his people from his retreat, and 
signified to them: "Glorify your Lord at daybreak and 
nightfall." 



John is Yahya in Arabic, Yohannan in Hebrew. 
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12. [And it was said unto his son]: "0 John! Hold fast 
to the Book!" And We gave him wisdom when a child. 

13. And compassion from Our presence, and purity; 
and he was devout. 

14. And kind towards his parents; and he was neither 
arrogant nor rebellious. 

15. So peace be upon him on the day he was born, on 
the day of his death; and the day when he is raised to 
life.5 8 5 



16. And make mention of Mary in the Book; when she 
had withdrawn from her people to a place looking 
east.5 85 

17. She placed a screen to seclude herself from them. 1 
Then We sent to her Our spirit [Gabriel], and he 
appeared before her as a man without fault. 

18. She said: "I seek refuge in the All-Merciful from 
you; [do not come near] if you fear the Lord." 

19. He said: "I am only a messenger of your Lord [to 
announce] to you the gift of a pure son." 

20. She said: "How can I have a son when no man has 
touched me; neither have I been unchaste?" 

21. [The angel] Replied: "So shall it be; your Lord 
says: 'This is an easy thing for Me. And We shall make 
him a sign for mankind and a blessing from Us.' It is a 
matter decreed." 

22. Thereupon she conceived [the child]; and she went 
away to a distant place. 

23. And the pains of childbirth drove her to the trunk 
of a palm tree. She said: "Would that I had died before 
this, and become naught, a thing forgotten!" 

24. But [a voice] cried unto her from below her saying: 
"Do not be sad; your Lord has provided a rivulet at 
your feet. 

25. "[As for food] Shake the trunk of the palm tree 
towards yourself; you will cause ripe dates to fall upon 
you. 



, r . Z~w~~a^a k„ 5 86 "A nlare looking east" may also be translated to mean a 

5 »s john the Baptist did not live long, for he was beheaded by A place look mg ea y .. 

Herod But even in his short life, he was granted Divine Wisdom; place east of Mary s house, 

gentleness and love for Allah's creatures; purity of life, lor he was Mount. - ; 
detached from the world and, never marrying, lived m the wilder- 
ness; and fearlessness in enjoining good and forbidding evil. 
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26. "So eat and drink, and be consoled; and if you 
meet any man say: 'I have vowed a fast [of silence] to 
the All-Merciful, and will not speak with any human 
being this day.'" 

27. At length she brought him [the infant] to her peo- 
ple carrying him. They said: "0 Mary! Truly a 
villainous thing you have done! 

28. "0 sister of Aaron! Your father was not a wicked 
man, nor was your mother unchaste." 587 

29. She made a sign, pointing to him. They replied: 
"How can we speak with he who is in the cradle, a 
babe?" 

30. [Whereupon] He [the infant] spoke out: "I am 
indeed a servant of Allah. He has given me the Book 
and has appointed me a Prophet. 

31. "And He has made me blessed wheresoever I may 
be and has commanded me to pray and to give charity 
to the poor as long as I live. 

32. "And [He] has made me dutiful to my mother and 
has not made me oppressive, wicked. 

33. "So peace be upon me the day I was born, the day 
that I die, and the day that I shall be raised up to life 
[again]." 

34. Such was Jesus, the son of Mary; a statement of the 
truth about which they [vainly] dispute. 588 

35. It is not befitting to [the majesty of] Allah that He 
should beget a son. Transcendent is He! When He 
determines a matter, He only says to it: "Be!" and it is. 
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36. [And Jesus had declared]: "Assuredly Allah is my 
Lord and your Lord. Therefore serve Him. That is the 
Straight Path." 

37. Then the sects differed among themselves [con- 
cerning Jesus] so woe to those who disbelieve when 
they witness a Formidable Day [the Day of Judge- 
ment]. 589 

38. On that day when they will appear before Us, how 
clearly will they see and hear; but transgressors are 
this day in manifest deviation. 



587 Aaron, the brother of Moses, (peace be upon them both) was 
the first in the line of Israelite priesthood. Mary and her cousin 
Elizabeth (the mother of John), came of a priestly family, and were 
therefore in the Hebrew idiom "sisters of Aaron." 

588 This was the birth of Jesus, an event over which so much ink 
and blood has been spilled between rival churches, wrestling with 
the impossible paradox of a Divine baby. The Qur'an explains that 
his birth, while accompanied by miracles and portents, was the 
birth of a Prophet like any other, a being fully human, as Christ 
says in verse 30 above. 



589 p ew e vents in history have been so momentous and so 
malign as.; the invention of the myriad doctrines .and suppositions 
which grew up over the doctrine of Jesus' divinity, something he 
himself never preached. It was inevitable that scandalous Christian 
disunity, which has given rise to so many denominations in mod- 
ern times, should have opened the gates to secularity and spiritual 
death among a confused and disillusioned western intelligentsia. 
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39. But [0 Muhammad]; warn them of the Day of Dis- 
tress, when the matter will be over. They are still 
heedless, and they still do not believe. 

40. We shall inherit the earth and all who dwell upon 
it. To Us they shall be returned. 

41. And mention [O Muhammad], in the Book, Abra- 
ham. He was a man of utter truth, a Prophet 

42. When he said to his father: 590 "0 my father, how 
can you worship that which does not hear or see, or 
avail you in anything? 



43. "0 my father, Ihave received knowledge which 
you have not. So follow me; I will guide you to a right 
path. 

44. "0 my father, do not serve the Devil, for the Devil 
is ever rebellious against the All-Merciful. 

45. "0 my father, I fear that punishment from the All- 
Merciful will fall upon you, and you will become the 
Devil's companion." 

46. [His father] Replied: "Do you reject my gods, O 
Abraham? If you do not cease, I will stone you [to 
death]. Now depart from me a long while." 

47. Abraham said: "Peace be upon you; I shall pray to 
my Lord for your forgiveness. For He was ever gra- 
cious to me. 

48. "I shall turn away from you and from those whom 
you invoke besides Allah. I shall pray to my Lord, that 
in my prayers to my Lord I shall not be wretched." 

49. When [Abraham] had turned away from them and 
from those whom they worshipped besides Allah, We 
gave him Isaac and Jacob. Each of them We made a 
Prophet. 

50. And We gave them of Our mercy and bestowed on 
them a high and true renown. 

51. Also mention, in the Book, Moses. For he was cho- 
sen, and was a Messenger, a Prophet. 591 



590 The Semites call their uncles and forefathers "father." The 
father in question here is Azar, Abraham's uncle, not Terah, his 
real father who was a believer, not an idolater. 

591 A Prophet is a man chosen by Allah to receive His revela- 
tions. "When these constitute a sacred Law, then he is also a 
Messenger, so that every Messenger is a Prophet, but not every 
Prophet a Messenger. The Messengers are the most perfect 
amongst mankind and of these the highest in rank are five: 
Muhammad, Abraham, Noah, Moses and Jesus (Peace be upon 
them all). 
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52. And We called him from the right side of Mount 
[Sinai] and drew him near to Us in communion. 

53. And We gave him of Our mercy his brother Aaron, 
a Prophet. 

54. And mention, in the Book, Ishmael. He was true to 
his promise, 592 and he was a Messenger, a Prophet. 

55. He used to enjoin upon his people worship and 
charity and was acceptable in the sight of his Lord. 

56. And mention, in the Book, Enoch. 593 He was a 
man of utter truth, a Prophet. 

57. And We raised him to a high position. 

58. These are those upon whom Allah has bestowed 
His favors: the Prophets from among the descendants 
of Adam and of those whom We carried [in the ark] 
with Noah; the descendants of Abraham and of Israel, 
and of those whom We guided and chose. When the 
signs of the All-Merciful were recited to them they 
would fall down in prostration, and tears. 

59. But after them there came generations who neg- 
lected prayer and followed passions. They will meet 
with evil. 

60. Except those who repent and embrace the faith 
and work righteousness. Such will enter the Garden, 
and they will not be wronged in the least. 

61. Gardens of Paradise, which the All-Merciful has 
promised His servants, unseen, and most surely His 
promise shall be fulfilled. 
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62. There they shall hear no idle talk, but only greet- 
ings of peace. And there they will have their 
sustenance morning and evening. 

63. That is the Garden which We will give as an 
inheritance to those of Our servants who lead a 
pious life. 

64. [The angels say]: "We do not descend [from 
Heaven] but by command of your Lord. To Him belong 
what is before us and behind us and all that lies 
between, and your Lord forgets nothing. 594 



592 He had promised his father, Abraham, that he would 
unflinchingly accept being sacrificed, as ordered by Allah, after, 
which he was redeemed with the ram. 

593 xhe Prophet Enoch is Idrls in Arabic. 

594 The idolaters once asked some questions of the Prophet 
(may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him), who promised to 
answer them at a certain time, when he was expecting Gabriel 
(peace be upon him) to come and bring a new revelation. Gabriel 
(peace be upon him), however, did not come at the expected time, 



and the idolaters did not miss the opportunity to offend the > 
Prophet. (may ; Allah's blessings and peace be upon him), and to say. 
that his Lord forgot. 
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65. "[He is] The Lord of the heavens and the earth and 
all that is between them. Therefore worship Him and 
be [constant and] patient In worship. Do you know 
any being that can be named along with Him?" 595 

66. And Man says-. "What! When I am dead, shall I 
then be brought to life?" 

67. But does not Man remember that We created him 
before when he was nothing? 



68. So by your Lord, We shall surely assemble them 
and the devils. Then We shall bring them on their 
knees, around Hell. 

69. Then We shall certainly drag out from every sect 
whichever of them was most stubborn in rebellion to 
the All-Merciful. 

70. And certainly We know best who most deserves to 
be burnt there. 

71. There is not one of you who shall not come to it. 
This is the inevitable decree of your Lord. 596 

72. Then We shall rescue those who kept from evil and 
leave the unjust therein on their knees. 

73. And when Our clear signs are recited to them, the 
disbelievers say to those who believe: "Which of the 
two parties [yours or ours] is better in position and 
more imposing a company?" 

74. How many a generation have We destroyed before 
them who were even better in possessions and in 
splendor to the eye! 

75. Say: "If any men go astray, then the All-Merciful 
draws it out for them, until, when they witness the ful- 
fillment of His warnings, either in punishment [in this 
world] or in [the approach of] the Hour, they will real- 
ize who is worse in position and weaker in forces. 

76. "Allah increases in right guidance those who 
accept guidance, and the deeds of lasting merit are 
best in the sight of your Lord for reward, and best in 
respect of [their] eventual return." 



595 As He is the Unique, His name is shared by none other. 
Allah has many names relating to His attributes, some of which, 
like the Unique, His creatures have no share in whatsoever. His 
proper name, Allah, which contains all the others, cannot be used 
for other than Him. 



59 6 All people, sinful or righteous, will pass through Hell /even 
if only for an instant. But the righteous will be protected from the 
flame. ■ . .. 
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77. Have you seen the [sort of] man who disbelieves in 
Our signs and says: "I shall certainly be given wealth 
and children?" 

78. Has he perused the Unseen; or has he made a pact 
with the All-Merciful? 

79. By no means! We will record what he says, and We 
shall add and add to his punishment. 

80. We shall inherit from him all that he talks of, and 
he shall come before Us alone. 

81. And they have chosen [for worship] gods other 
than Allah, that they may give them power. 

82. Instead they shall reject their worship and turn 
against them. 

83. Have you not seen how We have set the devils on 
the disbelievers to incite them urgently [to oppose the 
truth]? 

84. So make no haste against them, for We are count- 
ing out to them a [limited] number [of days]. 

85. The day when We shall gather the righteous like 
honored guests before the All-Merciful. 

86. And when We drive the sinners to Hell like thirsty 
cattle. 

87. None [then] shall have the power to intercede 
except the one who had made a pact with the All-Mer- 

Ciful.597 

88. They say: "The All-Merciful has begotten a son!" 

89. Indeed you have put forth a monstrous falsehood. 

90. At which the skies are ready to burst, the earth to 
split asunder, and the mountains to fall down in ruins. 
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91. That they should ascribe unto the All-Merciful a 
son. 

92. It does not behoove [the majesty of] the All-Merci- 
ful that He should adopt a son. 

93. There is none in the heavens and the earth but 
comes to the All-Merciful as a slave. 

94. He takes an account of them [all]; and has num- 
bered them exactly. , 

95. And each of them will come to Him on the Day of 
Resurrection, alone. 



59"- Now the surah returns to its principal theme, the glorious 
status- of the Prophet Jesus. And again we are reminded of the ter- 
rible effects of blaspheming against The Absolute, and exalting 
His Messengers to Divine status. 
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96. On those who believe and work righteousness, the 
All-Merciful shall bestow love. 

97. We have only made it [the Qur'an] easy in your 
own tongue that you may give its glad tidings to the 
righteous and give its warning to a contentious peo- 
ple. 

98. How many generations have We destroyed before 
them! Can you find one of them still alive, or hear so 
much as a whisper from them? 

surah 20 

TA HA 
Reuealed at Makkah 

This surah is mostly concerned with the career of Moses, which is 
rehearsed in some detail. It concludes with an account of how 
man's personal responsibility shall be enforced at the Judgement, 



for which we are to prepare ourselves carefully. 

The first few verses are connected with a celebrated incident in 
the life of c Umar ibn al-Khattab, who had been a fierce opponent 
of Islam in Makkah. He set out one day, sword in hand, intending 
to slay the Prophet, when someone told him that his own sister 
had converted. Enraged, he went to her house, where she had been 
listening to the Qur'an, and demanded to know what she had been 
hearing. She refused to yield, and he struck and wounded her. At 
this she announced, "yes, we are Muslims; so do as you will!" 
Sobered somewhat, he asked to see the text they had been reading 
from, and she gave him the leaf on which Td Hd was written. 
Deeply moved, he asked to be taken to the Blessed Prophet, where 
his conversion caused much joy. 

TA HA 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 
i.Ta.Hfl. 

2. We have not revealed to you [0 Muhammad] the 
Qur'an to distress you. . • 

3. But only as a reminder to those who fear Allah. 

4. [It is] a revelation from Him Who has created the 
earth and the high heavens. 

5. Who is established on the throne [of authority]. 

6. To Him belongs what is in the heavens and on earth 
and all between them and. all that lies beneath the soil. 

7. And if you speak aloud [it is no matter] for assured- 
ly He knows what is secret and. what is yet more 
hidden, 

8. Allah! There is na god but Him. His are the most 
beautiful names. 

9. Has the story of Moses reached you [0 Muham- 
mad]? 

10. When he saw a fire and said to his family: "Stay 
here 5 for I can see a fire. Perhaps I can bring you a 
burning brand .or find some guidance at the fire." 598 

11. But when he reached that place a voice was heard: 
"0 Moses! 

12. "I am your Lord. So take off your sandals; for you 
are in the sacred valley of Tuwa. 599 



598 Moses and his family had gone forth from Madyan towards 
Egypt, where his mother was living. During the journey, on a cold 
night, a baby was born. They needed a fire, and Moses saw a light 
burning in the distance. This fire, in fact, turned out to be a sign, 
to prepare him to receive the divine revelation. 



599 Tuiua is the name of the valley, but since it means "to fold 
up," and since Allah's creation is made of His signs, brooking no 
coincidences, the name was taken to mean that in this location 
Allah "folded up" the distance between Him and His slave and 
spoke to him without intermediary. 
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13. "[Know .that] I have chosen you. Therefore, listen 
to what is revealed. . 

14. "I, even I, am Allah; there is no god but Me. So 
worship Me and establish the Prayer for My remem- 
brance. 

15. "The Hour Is surely coming. But I choose to keep it 
hidden, so that every soul may be rewarded for its 
labors. 600 

16. "Therefore let not any person who does not believe 
in it and follows his caprice, turn you away from it, 
lest you perish. 

17. "And what is that in your right hand, Moses?" 

18. He said: "It is my staff; upon it I lean and with it I 
beat down leaves for my flock, and I have other uses 
for it." 601 ■•-.'" 

19. [Allah] said: "Throw it down, Moses!" 

20. So he threw it down, and it became a snake, glid- 
ing. 

21. He said: "Catch hold of it and- do not fear. We shall 
return it to its former state. 

22. "And put your hand under your armpit it shall 
come forth white, without harm. [This will be] anoth- 
er sign. 

23. "That We may show you [some] of Our greater 
signs. 

24. "Go to Pharaoh for he has indeed transgressed all 
bounds." 

25. Moses said: "My Lord expand my breast for me, 

26. "Ease my.task for me, 

27. "And remove the impediment from my tongue, 

28. "So that they may understand me. 

29. "And appoint a minister for me from my [own] 
family. 
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30. "Aaron, my brother; 

31. "Strengthen me with him. 

32. "And make him share my task. 

33. "That we may glorify you much, 

34. "And remember you much, 

35. "Indeed, you are ever watching over us." 

36. He said: "Your request is granted, Moses. 

37. And indeed another time already We have shown 
you favor, 602 



600 UkhfT also means: "I am about to' make.it manifest." Both 
interpretations are regarded as acceptable. 

601 Moses could have simply said: "it is my staff!" but he chose 
to prolong the conversation for the joy of communing with his 
Lord. Allah also wished to demonstrate to him that this staff that 
was so familiar to him could.be turned by Divine will into some- 
thing quite different. 



602 Joseph had entered Egypt as a slave boy, then became a min- 
ister to the Pharaoh of the day. That Pharaoh and his people had 
been grateful to Joseph, But generations went by, and there acced- 
ed to the throne of Egypt a Pharaoh who hated the Israelites, so 
much that he wanted them annihilated. He ordered all the Israelite 
male children to be killed as soon as they were born. The mother 
of Moses was able to hide him for a while, but feared capture. 
Then the Lord spoke to her, and told her what to do. 
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38. "When We revealed [Our Will] to your mother by 
inspiration, 

39. "[Saying]: 'Place [the child] into the chest and 
throw [the chest] into the river, then the river should 
cast it up to the bank, where he shall be taken by an 
enemy to Me and an enemy to him. And I endued you 
with love from Me, so that you might be reared under 
My eye.' 603 

40. "When your sister went and said: 'Shall I show you 
one who will nurse him?' Thus We restored you to 



your mother that her eyes might come to rest and she 
should not grieve. Then you did kill 'a man but We 
saved you from trouble, and We tried you in various 
ways. You stayed among the people of Madyan for 
many years, and at length came here as was 
ordained. 604 

41. "And I have attached you to Myself. 

42. "Go, you and your brother/ with My signs and do 
not, either of you, cease to remember Me. 

43. "Go, both of you, to Pharaoh, for he has indeed 
transgressed all bounds. 

44. "Speak to him with gende words, that perhaps he 
may take warning, or fear [Allah]." 

45. They [Moses and Aaron] said: "Our Lord! We fear 
that he will hasten with insolence against us, or trans- 
gress all bounds." 

46. He said: "Have no fears; I shall be with you, Hear- 
ing and Seeing. 

47. "Go to him and say: 'We are the Messengers of 
your Lord. Let the Children of Israel depart with us, 
and do not oppress them. We have come to you with a 
sign from your Lord, and peace will be upon him who 
follows the guidance. 

48. "Tt has been revealed to us that the Chastisement 
will be upon him who denies and turns away. 5 " 

49. [Pharaoh] said: "Who then is your Lord, Moses?" 



50. He replied: "Our Lord is He Who has given unto 
everything its nature, then guided it" 6 ° 5 

51. He [Pharaoh] asked: "What, then, is the state of 
previous generations?" 606 



6 °3 By making the baby so attractive as to be adopted into 
Pharaoh's household, not only was Moses brought up in the best 
way possible from an earthly point of view, but Divine Providence 
looked after him in bringing his mother to him, as stated in the 
next verse, and thus nourishing him on his mother's milk and 
keeping in touch, in his inner growth, with the feelings and senti- 
ments of his people. 

6 °4 Moses had smitten an Egyptian who was ill-treating an 
Israelite, and, because of his great strength, slew him unintention- 
ally. This became public, and he was forced to flee to the land of 
Madyan. 



Qurrat al- c ayn, usually translated as "coolness of the eyes," is an 
expression used to denote peaceful contentment. Its literal mean- 
ing 1^ that when one is anxious his eyes keep shifting right and 
left, until events take a turn that satisfy him and his eyes finally 

rest. . ... 

6 °5 Moses' answer is straightforward and to the point. He will 
not dispute about "my Lord" or "your Lord," the God of Egypt 01 
the God of Israel. He will only speak of the One God, Who, as 
maker and guide, is Lord of all. 

606 Pharaoh will not respond to this, but instead attempts to 
lure Moses into a denunciation of Pharaoh's ancestors. 
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52. He replied: "The knowledge of that is with my 
Lord, [recorded] in a book. My Lord never errs, nor 
forgets. i 

53. "He Who has made, for you, the earth like a bed, 
and has threaded in it roads for you, and has sent 
down water from the sky," with which have We pro- 
duced pairs of various plants. 607 

54. Eat and feed your cattle. Surely in this there are 
signs for men of understanding. 

55. From [the earth] did We create you, to it shall We 
return you, and from it shall We bring you out once 
again. 

56. We showed Pharaoh all Our signs, but he rejected 
and refused. 

57. He said: "Have you come to drive us from our land 
with your magic, O Moses? 

58. "We will surely produce magic like it. So appoint a 
day between us and you which none of us should fail 
to keep, and a place convenient [for both of us]." 

59. He [Moses] said: "The day of the encounter will be 
the Day of the Festival, and let all people assemble 
when the sun has risen high." 608 

60. So Pharaoh withdrew to prepare his plan, then 
came. 

61. Moses said to them: "Woe to you! Invent no false- 
hoods against Allah, or He will destroy you with a 
scourge. He who lies, fails miserably." 
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62. So they [the magicians] disputed with each other 
over their affair, but they kept their talk secret. 

63. [Then] they said [to Pharaoh]: "These two are 
magicians who intend to expel you out of your land by 
their magic, and destroy your best ideals. 

64. "So perfect your plan and come in battle line. 
Whoever gains the upper hand today has surely tri- 
umphed." 



6 °7 Here God seems to be speaking through Moses in the first 6o8 Moses chose a Temple Festival, when the streets were deep- 
person. Again, he refuses to be trapped by Pharaoh's insinuations, rated, and the people were on holiday, with the intention of 
but returns to the subject of the divine signposts in nature. Note collecting as large a number as possible. • 
the mention of plant gender, unfamiliar before modern times. 
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65. They said: "Either throw first, or shall we be the 
first to throw?" 

66. "Throw!" he answered. And by the power of their 
magic, their cords and staffs appeared to his eyes as 
though they were gliding. 

67. And Moses conceived a fear in his mind. 

68. We said to him: "Do not fear. For you are the 
higher. 

69. "Throw that which is in your right hand. Quickly 



609 Moses obeyed the command of Allah, and threw down his 
staff. Then the miracle occurred; the staff turned into a real ser- 
pent and swallowed up the other snakes, which were in fact the 
sticks and the ropes of the magicians. 

610 The magicians were the priests of ancient Egypt. They had 
deteriorated to the extent of idolatry and they became better known 
as magicians. However, they obviously retained remnants of the 
old, pre-idolatry, knowledge that allowed them to recognize a mira- 
cle for what it is and immediatelv decide to follow the men thev 



will it swallow up that which they have made. What 
they have made is but a magician's trick. Magicians 
shall not succeed, wherever they go." 6 ° 9 

70. So the magicians prostrated themselves, crying: 
"We believe in the Lord of Aaron and Moses." 

71. He [Pharaoh] said: "Do you [dare] believe in Him 
before I give you leave? Surely this man is your master 
who taught you witchcraft. I will surely cut off your 
hands and feet on alternate sides, and crucify you on 
the trunks of palm trees. Then you shall know for cer- 
tain whose punishment is more terrible and more 
lasting." 

72. They said: "We will not prefer you over the clear 
signs that have come to us, nor over Him Who created 
us. So judge how you will. Your judgment goes not 
beyond this worldly life. 

73. "We have put our faith in our Lord, that He may 
forgive us our sins and the witchcraft you have forced 
us to practice. Allah is better, and more lasting." 610 

74. He that comes before his Lord as a criminal; for 
him awaits hell, where he shall neither live nor die. 

75. But he that comes before Him with faith and good 
works, shall be exalted to the highest rank; 

76. Gardens of Paradise, beneath which rivers flow, 
where they will abide forever. Such is the reward of 
those that purify themselves. 



recognized as Divine Messengers, even at the cost of being mutilat- 
ed and crucified. As- for Pharaoh, the obstacle between him and 
surrender to Allah was his pride, not lack of knowledge. 
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77. And verily We Inspired 'Moses saying: "Set forth 
with My servants in the night and strike for them a dry 
path across the sea, without fear of being taken [by 
Pharaoh] and without the fear [of being drowned]." 611 

78. Then Pharaoh pursued them with his forces, but 
the waters completely overwhelmed them. 

79. Pharaoh misled his people, and guided them not. 

80. Children of Israel! We delivered you from your 
enemy, and We made a pact with you on the right side 
of Mount Sinai, and We sent down to you manna and 
quails. 612 

81. Eat of the good things with which We have provid- 
ed you; but do not transgress therein, or My wrath 
shall descend on you. And on whomsoever My wrath 
descends, he has perished. 

82. Yet I am Forgiving to him who repents and 
believes [in Me] and does righteousness, then follows 
the right path. 613 

83. When Moses was upon the Mount, Allah said: "0 
Moses, what made you come with such haste from 
your people?" 

84. He replied: "They are close behind me. I hastened 
to you that I might earn Your pleasure." 614 

85. He [Allah] said: "We have tested your people in 
your absence, and [the man called] Samirl has led 
them astray." 

611 Having received this order Moses set out by night to leave 
Egypt with his people. But Pharaoh was informed about this by his 
•secret police. He pursued them, but he and his troops were over- 
whelmed by the sea, and perished. 

612 The right side: see verse 19:52. The Arabian side of Sinai was 
the place where Moses first received his commission before going 
to Egypt, and also where he received the Law after the Exodus. 

613 When Moses took his people out of Egypt and entered the 
Sinai Peninsula, he went to the Mount to receive Allah's revela- 
tions, leaving Aaron behind him in charge of his people. 
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86. Moses returned to his people, angry and sad. He 
said: "0 my people! Did not your Lord promise you a 
fair promise? Did the time appointed then seem too 
long for you, or did you wish that wrath from your 
Lord should come upon you, that you broke your 
promise to me?" 

87. They said: "We did not break the promise to you of 
our own will, but we were made to carry the weight of 
the ornaments of the people [of Egypt] and we threw 
them [into a fire-pit], and that was what Samirl [sug- 
gested and] did as well." 



614 .As he was in the presence of his Lord on the Mount, his peo- 
ple were enacting strange scenes down below. They were tested 
and tried, but they failed in the trial. A man called Samirl, a name 
which is perhaps an echo of the old Egyptian shemer ("a 
stranger"), suggested that the Israelites make the golden image of 
a calf for worship. Thus did they go astray and commit a great sin. 
Aaron was helpless to prevent them. 
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88. Then he produced for them [from what was in the 
fire, an image of] a calf, a body that could low. "This," 
they said, "is your god and the god of Moses, whom 
he has forgotten." 

89. Could they not see that it could not answer them 
back, and that it had no power either to harm or do 
them good? 

90. Yet Aaron had told them beforehand: "0 my peo- 
ple! You are being tested in this. Assuredly your Lord 



is the Compassionate God. So follow me, and obey my 
order." 

91. But they had replied: "We will not cease in our 
devotion to it until Moses returns." 

92. [Moses] said: "0 Aaron, what kept you back, when 
you saw them going astray, 

93. "From following me? Did you then disobey my 
command?" 

94. Aaron replied: "0 son of my mother, do not take 
me by the beard or the head. I was fearful that you 
would say: 'You have divided the Children of Israel and 
you have not observed my word.'" 

95. [Moses said:] "And you, Samirl, what was your 
business?" 

96. He said: "I saw what they saw not I took a handful 
of dust from the trail of the messenger and flung it: 
thus did my soul prompt me." 615 

97. "Begone!" cried [Moses]. "Your [punishment] in 
this life will be that you will say: 'Do not touch me!' 
And thereafter a tryst awaits you that you cannot fail to 
keep. Now look upon your god to whom you have 
become a devoted worshipper. We shall burn it thor- 
oughly and scatter it about in the sea. 616 

98. But the god of you all is only Allah. There is no 
god but He alone. All things He comprehends in his 
knowledge. 



615 The Samirl lies, claims that he saw the Angel Gabriel, and 
picked up some dust from his footprints, cast it upon the calf, 
which thereby became blessed and a product of the same revela- 
tion which had come to Moses. 

616 "Do not touch me," he and his kind became social outcasts. 
Ultimately, we may suppose, the Samirl's descendants founded the 
kingdom of Samaria, whose inhabitants, having their own version 
of the Pentateuch and Targum, were shunned by orthodox Jews. 
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99. Thus We recount to you the stories of what has 
gone before. We have given you a reminder from Our 
own presence. 617 

100. Whosoever turns away from it will bear a burden 
on the Day of Resurrection. 

101. Abiding forever; how evil upon the Day of Resur- 
rection that burden for them. 

102. On the day when the Trumpet will be sounded. 
That day We shall assemble all the sinners white eyed 
[with terror]. 618 

103. Whispering to each other: "You have stayed but 
ten days." 

104. We know full well what they will say. The best 
among them will then declare: "You have stayed but 
one day!" 619 

105. They will question you [0 Muhammad] about 
[what will happen to] the mountains [on that day]. 
Say: "My Lord will crush them to fine dust." 

106. He will leave them as a desolate waste, smooth 
and level. 

107. Where neither sinuosity nor curvature will be 
seen. 

108. On that day men will follow the summoner 
[Israfll] in whom is no crookedness [towards anyone]. 
All voices will be hushed before the Compassionate 
God, and you hear no sound but a faint murmur. 

109. On that day no intercession will be of benefit, 
save for him to whom the Compassionate God gives 
leave, and whose word is acceptable to Him. 620 

no. He knows [all] that is before them and [all] that is 
behind them, which they cannot encompass with their 
knowledge. 
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in. [All] faces shall be humbled before [Him] the Liv- 
ing, the Sustainer. And he has failed that carries 
iniquity [on his back]. 

112. But those who have believed and done good 
works shall fear neither injustice nor diminishment 
[of their recompense]. 

113. Thus [0 Muhammad] We have sent this down as 
an Arabic Qur'an, and displayed in it some of the 
warnings, so that they may perhaps take heed, or may 
renew their remembrance. 



617 "The reminder" mentioned in the verse is the Qur'an, which 62 ° The Prophets will each stand before Almighty God, and plead 
narrates the past events which are worthy of contemplation. forgiveness for their, peoples. The greatest Intercession shall be 

618 The major crime in the sight of Allah is to associate other granted to our beloved Prophet, may God bless him and grant him 
gods with Him, followed by thinking ill of His Messengers and peace. This is distinct from the Second Intercession, by which he 
opposing them, then come all other sins. brings out sinners from Hell after a certain time. 

619 People at last will realize the shortness of the life in the 
world. 
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114. High above all is Allah, the True King! Do not be 
quick to recite the Qur'an before its revelation to you 
is completed; and say: "My Lord, increase me in 
knowledge!" 

115. We had made a pact with Adam before, but he 
forgot, and We found on his part no firm resolve. 621 

116. When We said to the angels: "Prostrate yourselves 
to Adam!" They prostrated themselves, but not Iblis: 
he refused. 



117. Then We said: "0 Adam, assuredly this [Satan] is 
an enemy to you and your wife, so let him not drive 
you both out of the Garden, lest you plunge into afflic- 
tion. 

118. "In it you shall not hunger, nor be naked. 

119. "You shall not thirst, nor feel the sun's heat." 

120. But Satan whispered evil to him, saying: "0 
Adam, shall I show you the tree of immortality and a 
kingdom that never decays?" 

121. They both ate of its fruit, and so their nakedness 
appeared to them. They began to cover themselves 
with leaves from the Garden. Thus Adam disobeyed 
his Lord, and went astray. 

122. Then his Lord chose him [for His Grace]: He 
relented towards him, and rightly guided him. 622 

123. He said: "Go down, both of you, from the Gar- 
den, with enmity one to another. But if there comes to 
you Guidance from Me, then whosoever follows My 
Guidance will not lose his way, nor fall into misery. 

124. "But whosoever turns away from My remem- 
brance, assuredly he will have a life of narrowness, 
and on the Resurrection Day We shall raise him up 
blind." 

125. He will say: "Why have You raised me up blind 
while I had sight [in my life-time]?" 



Samiri, having been described, the one through arrogance and the be jus that ^ucce g g ^ ^ ^ ^ k [$ 

other through a spirit of deception, our attention is now called to Adam s sm Man in hi ^ 

the prototype of evil, who tempted Adam, the original Man, and to only his cultural environment which may g 
the fact that though man was clearly warned that Evil is his enemy 
and will effect his ruin, he showed so little firmness that he suc- 
cumbed to it at the first opportunity. 

622 Note that the Fall is, in the Qur'anic account, coupled with a 
degree of grace, for "He relented towards him." Hence, in the 
Islamic vision of man, the human creature, despite his exile from 
the primordial Home of beauty and union, is not inherently evil. 
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ii. How many an unjust city have We destroyed after 
which We raised up another people! 

12. When they felt Our punishment [coming], they at 
once began to run away. 

13. "Run not away, but return to the luxury which was 
given you, and to your dwellings, that you may be 
questioned." 

14. They said: "Alas for us! We were indeed unjust!" 

15. They went on crying thus until We rendered them 
like a mown field, extinct. 

16. We did not create the heaven and the earth and all 
that is between them in play. 

17. Had it been Our wish to find a game We could 
surely have found it in Ourself, if We ever were to do. 

18. No, but We hurl the truth against falsehood and it 
overcomes it and it [falsehood] vanishes. Woe betide 
you for what you describe! 

19. To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and the 
earth, and all those who are in His presence are not 
too proud to worship Him, nor are they weary. 

20. They glorify [Him] by night and day without tiring. 

21. Or have they taken gods from the earth who can 
raise the dead? 

22. If there were, in the heavens and the earth, other 
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gods besides Allah, they would both have become cor- 
rupted! Transcendent is Allah, Lord of the Throne, 
beyond what they describe. 

23. He cannot be questioned for his acts, but they 
shall be questioned. 

24. Or have they taken other gods besides Him? Say: 
"Bring your proofs! This is the Reminder of those who 
are with me and [this is] the Reminder of those before 
me." But most of them do not know the truth, and 
they turn away. 
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25. We sent no messenger before you, but that We 
revealed to him, that "there is no god but I, so worship 

Me!" 

26. They say: "The All-Merciful has taken a son!" 
Transcendent is Allah! No, but only honored servants. 

27. They speak not until He has spoken and they act 
by His order. 

28. He knows what is before them and what is behind 
them. They intercede only for those whom Allah 
accepts, and they are in awe of Him. 



29. If any one of them were to say, "I am a deity apart 
from Him," We would reward him with Hell. Thus do 
We reward the unjust. 

30. Do not the disbelievers see that the heavens and 
the earth were at first united, then We split them 
apart, and made every living thing from water. Will 
they not believe? 

31. And We have set on the earth firmly standing 
mountains, lest it should shake with them, and We 
have made therein valleys as paths, that they may find 
their way. 

32. And We have made the heavens as a well guarded 
canopy, yet they turn away from its signs. 

33. And He it is who created the night and the day, 
and the sun and the moon. Each swimming in an 
orbit. 

34. We have given no man before you immortality. If 
you die, will they live on forever? 

35. Every soul shall taste death. And We test you with 
evil and with good as a trial. And to Us you shall be 
returned. 
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36. When those who disbelieve see you, they take you 
only in jest, [saying to one another] "What! Is this the 
man who mentions your gods?" And ±ey disbelieve in 
the mention of the All-Merciful. 

37. Man is made of haste. I shall show you My signs, 
so do not ask Me to hasten. 

38. And they say: "When will this promise [be ful- 
filled] if you are truthful?" 

39. If only those who disbelieved knew the time when 
they will not be able to ward off the fire from their 
faces, nor from their backs, nor will they be helped. 

40. No, but it shall come to them abruptly and con- 
found them. They shall not be able to avert it and they 
shall not be reprieved. 

41. Messengers before you were also mocked, then 
those who mocked them were overtaken by what 
[punishment] they had been scoffing at. 

^ The disbelievers always disregard the lessons of the past and_ 
the signs of the present. They enjoy what Allah has given them of 
the pleasures of this life and are deluded by their long lives and 
prosperity. The pagans of Makkah disregarded the lessons of the 
other communities they knew about that had been destroyed by 
Divine anger. They also failed to see that Allah supported the 
Muslim cause and the territories they controlled shrank rapidly as 
Muslims extended their power over the Arabian Peninsula. 
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42. Say [0 Muhammad]: "Who is there to protect you 
by night and day from the All-Merciful?" But they turn 
away from the mention of their Lord. 

43. Or have they gods that can guard them from Us? 
They have no power to aid themselves nor can they be 
defended from Us. 

44. We gave good things [of this life] to those and 
their fathers until life grew long for them. Do they not 
see that We reduce the land from its borders. Are they 
then the victors? 625 
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45. Say to them: "I only warn you according to revela- 
tion." But the deaf will not hear the call when they are 
warned. 

46. However, if a breath of your Lord's torment were 
to touch them, they would say: "Alas for us! Because 
we, indeed, were unjust." 

47. And We set up a just balance [scales] for the Day 
of Resurrection. Thus, no soul will be treated unjustly. 
Even though it be the weight of a mustard seed, We 



shall bring it forth to be weighed; and Our reckoning 
will suffice. 

48. And We gave Moses and Aaron the Criterion [of 
right and wrong] and a light and Reminder for the 

God-fearing. 626 

49. Those who fear their Lord though they have not 
seen Him and are in dread of the Hour. 

50. This is a blessed Reminder that We have sent 
down. Are you denying it? 

51. We gave Abraham his guidance before [Moses], 
and We knew him well. 

52. When he said to his father and his people: "What 
are these statues to which you are devoted?" 

53. They said: "We found our fathers worshipping 
them." 

54. He said: "You and your fathers were indeed in 
manifest error!" 

55. They said: "Have you brought us the truth or are 
you jesting?" 

56. He said: "No, your Lord is the Lord of the Heavens 
and the earth Who created them, and to that I am a 
witness. 

57. "By Allah! I shall outwit your idols after you have 
gone away and turned your backs." 627 



626 The word "Criterion" (Furqdn) cited here can mean either the 
divinely inspired capacity to discriminate truth from falsehood, 
any divinely revealed book, or the Qur'an, which is itself such a 
discrimination. 

627 It is said that Abraham uttered this in secret, and only one 
person heard him. 
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58. Then he broke them into pieces, all except their 
chief, so that they might turn to it. 628 

59. They said: "Who has done this to our gods? Surely 
it must be one of unjust." 

60. They said: "We have heard a youth talk of them; he 
is called Abraham." 

61. They said: "Then bring him before the eyes of the 
people, that they may testify." 

62. [When Abraham was brought] they said: "Is it you 
who has done this to our gods, Abraham?" 

63. He said: "No, this one, who is their chief, has 
done it, so ask them, if they can speak." 

64. They turned to themselves and said: "You, you are 
the unjust!" 

65. Then they turned to themselves confused, saying: 
"0 Abraham! You know that these do not speak!" 

66. Abraham said: "Do you then worship, besides 
Allah, that which can neither profit nor harm you in 

any way? 

67. "Fie upon you, and all that you worship instead of 
Allah! Will you not understand?" 

68. They said: "Burn him and help your gods, if you 

will!" 629 

628 Having broken the idols, Abraham hung his axe on the neck 
of their chief. The people, who had gone away for a celebration, 
returned and saw that the idols had been broken. 

629 Abraham's people agreed with the offer and kindled a fire in 
to burn him. Then they threw him into the fire with his hands and 
arms bound. 
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69. We said: "O fire! Be coolness and peace for Abra- 
ham!" 

70. They wished to snare him, but We made them the 
Losers. 

71. And We rescued him and Lot to the land which We 
have blessed for all peoples. 

72. And We bestowed upon him Isaac and Jacob in 
addition and We made each of them virtuous. 
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73. And We made them leaders to guide people in 
accordance with Our command, and We revealed to 
them how to do good works, to establish the prayer, 
and pay the zakdt, and they were worshippers of Us. 

74. And We gave wisdom and knowledge to Lot, and 
We delivered him from the city which practiced abom- 
inations. Truly they were evil people and corrupt. 

75. And We admitted him to Our mercy, for he was 
one of the virtuous. 



76. And Noah when he cried to Us before [those 
prophets], We heard his prayer and delivered him and 
his family from great distress. 

77. And We helped him against the people who denied 
Our signs. Truly, they were evil people. So we 
drowned them all. 

78. And David and Solomon, when the two were judg- 
ing the case of a field into which the sheep of other 
people had strayed at night. And We were witnessing 
their judgment. 630 

79. We made Solomon to understand [the case], and 
to each of them We gave wisdom and knowledge, and 
We made the hills and the birds to hymn with David. 
We were the doers. 631 

80. And We taught him the art of making coats of mail 
to protect you from each other's violence. Will you be 
thankful? 

81. And to Solomon [we subdued] the tempestuous 
wind, blowing out his command towards the land 
which We had blessed. And of all things We are 
aware. 



630 David and Solomon, who acted as judges in a case lodged 
between the owners of a flock and a cornfield, arrived at different 
verdicts. David, considering the value of the flock and the corn 
equal, concluded that the sheep should be given, to the owner of 
the corn as indemnity. Solomon, however, ruled that the cornfield 
should be entrusted to the owner of the sheep, who would be 
obliged to cultivate it and restore it to its former condition, in the 
meanwhile, the sheep were to be given to the owner of the corn- 
field, who would benefit from their milk, wool and lambs. David 
agreed with his son's judgement, and withdrew his own. 



631 In many passages, the Qur'an proclaims that the con- 
stituents of the physical universe, such as the sun," moon, seas, 
mountains and the natural phenomena associated with them, such 
as the day and the night, have all been disposed for the benefit and 
use of man, who must utilize and conserve them in the awareness 
that they are a trust from Allah. David's ability to make the hills 
and birds hymn Allah's praises merely reflects a special gift to him 
from Allah to render their praises audible, for all of creation sings 
His praise at all times, though commonly We cannot hear. 
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82. And of the devils were some who dove for him [to 
extract pearls from the sea] and did other work 
besides; and We guarded them. 

83. And Job, when he cried to his Lord, "Affliction has 
seized me. But You are the Most Merciful of the merci- 
ful" 

84. Then We heard and responded to him, and 
removed what affliction was upon him. We gave him 
his family and the like of them with them, as a mercy 
from Us and a remembrance for the worshippers. 

85. And Remember Ishmael, and Idrls, and Dhu'1-Kifl. 
All were among those who have fortitude. 

86. And We admitted them into Our mercy, because 
they were of the virtuous. 

87. And Dhu'n-Nun, when he departed in anger, 
thinking that We had no power over him, then he 
cried out in the darkness, saying: "There is no god but 
You, Transcendent are You, I have been one of the 
unjust!"^ 2 
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88. So We responded to him and delivered him from 
distress. Thus do We deliver the believers. 

89. And remember Zechariah, when he called upon his 
Lord: "My Lord! Leave me not solitary [childless 
though] You are the best of inheritors." 

90. So We responded to him and granted him John 
[Yahya], and set his wife right for him. They used to 
hasten to good works, and called upon Us with hope 
and fear, and they were humble before Us. 



6 ^ 2 Dhu'n-Nun, which is Arabic for "He of the Fish," is a name 
of the Prophet Jonah. He received this name because of his cele- 
brated encounter with a large fish. Having invited his people to 
Islam for a while, and finally despairing of being heard, he desert- 
ed them in anger in order to save himself from a calamity which 
would befall them. According to one account, he left prematurely, 
and did not hear of their conversion. During a stormy sea-passage, 
he was to jump overboard, in order to lighten the ship's cargo. 
Swallowed by a huge fish, he prayed to the Lord with the above 
prayer. 
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91. And she who guarded her chastity, so We breathed 
into her of Our spirit, and We made her and her son a 
sign for all people. 

92= This, your community, is one community, and I 
am your Lord, so worship Me! 

93. But they split up their affair between them, though 
all of them shall return to Us. 

94. Therefore whoever does good works while being a 
believer, there is no ungratefulness for his efforts. We 
shall surely record it for him. 



95. And it is forbidden upon any city that We have 
destroyed that they shall return. 

96. This [is to be] until Gog and Magog are let loose 
and they swoop down from every hill. 

97. And the true promise has drawn near. Then the 
eyes of the disbelievers will fixedly stare in terror: 
"Alas to us! We were indeed heedless of this. We truly 
were unjust." 

98. You and what you worship other than Allah are the 
fuel of hell. You will surely enter it. 

99. Had these been gods, they would not have entered 
it! They are all there to stay. 

100. Theirs are signs therein and therein they will be 
unable to hear. 

101. But those for whom the most excellent [reward] 
was decreed by Us, from it they shall be far removed. 
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102. They will not hear the slightest sound of it, and 
they will be in what their souls desired, perpetually. 

103. The greatest terror [of the resurrection or judge- 
ment] shall not grieve them, and the angels will meet 
them [saying]: "This is your day that you were prom- 
ised." 

104. On that day We shall roll up the heavens like a 
scroll rolled up for writings. As We originated the first 
creation, so We shall bring it forth again. It is a prom- 
ise binding upon Us. Truly We shall do [it] ! 

105. And We have written in the Zabur [Scripture] after 
the reminder: "My virtuous slaves shall inherit the 
earth." 633 

106. In this is indeed a message for people who would 
worship [Allah]. 

107. We have sent you but as a mercy to the worlds. 

108. Say to them: "It is revealed to me that your God is 
one God. So will you surrender to Him?" 

109. If they turn back, then say: "I have proclaimed 
[the message] to you all, [now you know what I know 
and I, like you] know not whether what you are prom- 
ised is near or far. 

no. "It is He who knows what is openly spoken and 
what you conceal. 
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in. "And I know not, perhaps it may be a trial for you, 
and a grant of worldly livelihood for a time." 

112. Say: "My Lord! Judge with the truth! And Our Lord 
is the All-Merciful, whose help we seek against what 
they describe." 634 



6 - The word "reminder" that occurs in this verse is usually 
taken to refer to the Torah. Some interpreters, however, believe 
that it denotes the Tablet of Allah's Decrees, which is preserved 
until the end of time, while the u Zabur" is a general term for all the 
Books revealed by Allah. As a prophecy which assures us that 
goodness shall triumph in the end, this is a good evocation of 
Islam's optimistic view of life. 



^ The disbelievers said that misfortune, degradation and 
defeat would befall' the Muslims. They assumed that the Islamic 
brotherhood would disintegrate, and that Islam would thus 
decline and vanish in a short time. The Blessed Prophet, howevei, 
put his trust in his Lord, as the verse reveals. 
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SURAH 22 

AL-HAJJ 

Reuealed at Makkah 

Al-Hajj, The Pilgrimage, takes its name from verses 26-38, relating 
to the pilgrimage to Makkah. This surah is ascribed by some 
authorities to the Makkan, by others to the Madman period. The 
surah is concerned mainly with the spiritual implications of the 
Sacred House, the Pilgrimage, the Sacrifices, striving and fighting 
in defense of the Truth. 



THE PILGRIMAGE 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. mankind! Fear your Lord! For the quake of the 
, Hour Is a formidable thing. 

2. On the Day when you see it, every suckling woman 
shall forget her suckling-babe and every pregnant one 
shall drop her burden. And you shall see mankind as 
drunk, yet they are not drunk, but Allah's torment is 
severe. 

3. And among the people there are some who dispute 
about Allah without knowledge and follow every rebel- 
lious devil. 

4. About whom It is decreed that whoever makes him 
his friend, he will mislead him and guide him to the 
torment of the Flame. 

5. Mankind! If you are in doubt concerning the Res- 
urrection, [consider that] We created you of dust, then 
of semen, then of a clot of blood, then of a lump of 
flesh shaped and unshaped, so that We may make 
clear to you. And We keep in the wombs what We 
please to an appointed term, then We bring you forth 
as infants, then We cause you to grow up, that you 
may reach your prime. And among you some die 
[young] and some are sent back to the feeblest old age 
so that they know nothing after they had knowledge. 
You sometimes see the earth still. But where We pour 
down rain on it, it quivers, and swells, and grows of 
every pleasant pair. 635 



635 Those who have doubts in their minds about life after death 
have only to turn their attention, either to themselves or to the 
nature around. How wonderful is their own physical growth from 
lifeless matter to seed, fertilized ovum, fetus, child, youth, age, 
and death! How can they doubt that the author of all these 
astounding stages can also give them another kind of life after the 
end of this life? If they look at external nature, they see the earth 
dead and barren, and Allah's fertilizing showers bringing it to life, 
growth and beauty in various forms. The creator of this beauty can 
surely create yet another world. Furthermore, the stages of a man's 
physical growth from nothing until he completes the cycle of this 



life are described in words whose accuracy, beauty and compre- 
hensiveness can only be fully understood by biologists. Parallel to 
the physical growth may be understood man's inner growth, also 
by stages and by Allah's creative artistry'. 

In this passage the mystery of our life is used to illustrate Allah's 
abundant" mercy and favor, and His giving us a future life of even 
greater promise. 
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6. That is because Allah is the Truth, and He gives life 
to the dead, and He has power over all things. 

7. And the Hour will come. There is no doubt about it. 
And Allah will raise up those who are in the graves. 

8. Among men there is one who argues about Allah 
without knowledge, guidance, or an enlightening 
Book. 

9. Twisting his neck [arrogantly] to lead [people] 
astray from the path of Allah. For him is disgrace in 
this world, and on the Day of Resurrection We shall 
make him taste the torment of burning. 

10. This is for what your hands have forwarded, for 
Allah is not unjust to His servants. 

11. Among people there are those who worship Allah 
as if upon a verge. If good comes to him he feels 
secure therein, but if an ordeal befalls him he turns 
about, losing both the world and the hereafter. That is 
the manifest loss. 

12. He calls, apart from Allah, what neither harms or 
benefits him. That is the far error. 
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13. He calls him whose harm is nearer than his bene- 
fit; an evil protector! And an evil companion! 

14. Allah will admit those who believe and work right- 
eous deeds to gardens underneath which rivers flow. 
Allah does what He will. 

15. If any man thinks that Allah will not help him [His 
Messenger] in the world and in the hereafter, let him 
stretch out a rope to Heaven; then let him cut it off. 
Then let him see whether his plan will remove what 
enrages him. 635 
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16. Thus do We send it down as clear signs, and surely 
Allah guides whom He will. 

17. Those who believe, the Jews, the Sabaeans, the 
Christians, the Magians, and the theists, Allah will 
surely judge between them on the Day of Resurrection. 
And Allah is witness over all things. 

18. Have you not seen that to Allah prostrate all who 
are in the heavens, and who are on the earth, and the 
sun and the moon, and the stars, and the mountains, 
and the trees, and the beasts and many of mankind, 



636 p er haps the meaning of this verse is: If any man thinks that 
Allah will not give victory in the world and in the Hereafter, let him 
take a ladder and visit Heaven to cut off the revelation that comes 
to the Prophet; then let him behold whether this will end the help 
of Allah. 



while many deserve punishment? And whomever Allah 
abases none will be able to honor. Allah does what He 
will. 

19. These are two adversaries, who disputed about 
their Lord. As for those who disbelieve, garments of 
fire will be cut out for them, while boiling water will 
be poured down on their heads, 

20. To melt what is in the stomachs and their skins. 

21. And for them are goads of iron. 

22. Whenever because of their distress they try to leave 
it, they are returned to it, "Taste the torment of burn- 
ing!" 

23. Surely Allah will admit those who believe and do 
good works to Gardens underneath which rivers flow; 
where they will be adorned with bracelets of gold, and 
pearls, and their attire therein will be of silk. 
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24. And they have been guided to good speech [in this 
life] and they have been guided to the path of the 
Praiseworthy. 637 

25. Those who disbelieve and obstruct men from the 
way of Allah and from the Sacred Mosque which We 
have made equally to all men, the dweller therein and 
the traveler. He who intends to do wrong in it, unjust- 
ly, We shall cause him to taste a painful torment. 

26. And [remember] when We appointed for Abraham 
the site of the House; [we said to him]: "Do not asso- 
ciate with Me anything, and purify My House for those 
who circumambulate [the Ka c bah], those who stand, 
and those who bow and prostrate." 

27. And proclaim among the people the pilgrimage! 
They will come to you, on foot and on lean camels, 
coming from every deep ravine. 

28. That they may witness benefits for them and utter 
the Name of Allah during the appointed days over the 
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beasts of cattle He has provided them. So eat of them, 
and feed the distressed and poor. 

29. Then they should complete their rites, fulfil their 
vows and circumambulate the Ancient House. 

30. This [is the pilgrimage and know that] he who 
reveres the sacred things of Allah, that is better for 
him with his Lord. And the cattle are lawful to you 
except what has already been mentioned to you; there- 
after keep away from the defiling idols and from false 
testimony. 



637 The best of all words is Ld ilaha illalltfh, "there is no god but 
Allah." The path is to extend this belief to every creature, act, and 
situation in the universe by witnessing that none controls them but 
Allah, then act in accordance with this belief by following the 
sacred law revealed to the Prophet to regulate all aspects of human 
life and thus sanctify life on earth in accordance with Divine good 
pleasure. 
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31. Loyal to Allah, not associating any with Him. For 
he who serves other gods besides Allah is like he who 
falls from the sky and the birds snatch at him, or the 
wind blows him to a far-off place. 638 

32. That [is the behavior of disbelievers]. And he who 

reveres the rites of Allah, that is from God-fearing in 
the hearts. . 

33. There are benefits for you in the [livestock] for an 
appointed term, then they should reach the Ancient 
House. 



34. And for every nation We have appointed a ritual for 
[sacrifice] so that they "may .mention the name of Allah 
over the beasts of cattle which He has provided for 
them. Your God is but one God, so to Him surrender 
and give glad tidings to the humble in worship. 

35. Whose hearts tremble at the mention of Allah, 
those who are patient in what befalls them, who per- 
form the ritual prayer and expend from what We 
provide them. 

36. And the camels, We have appointed them for you 
as rites of Allah; in them there is good for you. So 
mention the name of Allah over them standing in 
rows. And when they fall down on their sides [dead], 
eat of them and feed the poor, both those who ask and 
those who do not. Thus We have subjected them to 
you; that perhaps you will be grateful. 

37. [Note it well. that] neither their flesh nor their 
blood shall reach Allah. But it is your God-fearing that 
reaches Him. Thus has He subjected them to you so 
that you should glorify Allah for the guidance He has 
given you. And give glad tidings to those who act with 
excellence. 

38. Allah does defend those who believe, but Allah 
does not like every treacherous ingrate. 



638 .The example here given is that of a man who falls away from 
the worship of the One, he is like a man falling from the sky. Each 
of his false objects of worship snatch at him as he falls, like birds 
of prey. A fierce blast of wind [the wrath of Allah] comes, snatches 
him away, and throws him into a place far, far away from any place 
he could have imagined, into the hell of those who are astray. 
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39. Permission [to fight] is given to those who are 
attacked, because they were wronged; and Allah is 
indeed Able to give them victory. 

40. Those who have been- expelled .unjustly from their 
homes, only foi saying: "Our Lord is Allah." For had it 
not been for Allah's checking some men by means of 
others, monasteries, churches, synagogues, and 
mosques, wherein the name of Allah is often men- 
tioned, would have been destroyed. Allah will always 
help those who help Him. Allah is indeed Strong, 
August. . * 

41. Those who, if We give them power in the earth, 
establish the prayer and pay the zakdt, and enjoin good 
and forbid evil. And to Allah is the sequel of all affairs. 

42. If they belie you [Muhammad!], [remember that] 
before them the people of Noah, and [the tribes of] 
c Ad and Thamud, also belied [Our messengers]. 

43. And the people of Abraham, and those of Lot, 















44. And the dwellers of Madyan; And Moses was 
belied. But I respited the disbelievers, then seized 
them; and how [terrible] was My retaliation! 

45. How many a city have We destroyed while it was 
unjust, that is now deserted, in ruins, [how many] an 
unused well and a towering mansion. 

46. Have they not traveled in the land, and have they 
hearts to comprehend with, or ears to hear with? For it 
is not the eyes that become blind, but it is the hearts in 
the chest that become blind. 639 



639 The word for "heart" in Arabic (qajb), imports both the seat 
of intelligent faculties and understanding as well as the seat of 
emotions and faith. Those who reject Allah's message may have 
their physical eyes and ears, but their hearts are blind and deaf. If 
their faculties of understanding were active, would they not see the 
signs of His' providence and His wrath, all around them, in the 
cities, the ruins, and everything else? 
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47. And they ask you to hasten the torment. Allah shall 
never fail His promise. A day with Allah is as a thou- 
sand years of what you reckon. 640 

48. And how many a city I gave respite to while it was 
unjust, then I seized it. To Me is the final return. 

49. Say [Muhammad!]: "0 men! I am for you a mani- 
fest warner." 

50. Those who believe and work good deeds, for them 
is forgiveness and a generous provision. 



51. But those who strive against our signs to frustrate 
them, those, they are the people of Hell. 

52. And We never sent a messenger nor a prophet 
before you, but when he framed a desire, the Devil cast 
into his desire,. but Allah abrogates what the Devil 
casts, then Allah confirms His signs; and Allah is 
Knowing, Wise. 641 

53 . [Allah allowed the devil to do this] because He 
wanted to make what the devil cast a trial for those in 
whose hearts is a disease and those whose hearts are 
hardened. And the unjust are indeed in far dissent. 

54. And that those who have been given knowledge 
may know that it is the truth from your Lord, so that 
they may believe therein and their hearts may submit 
humbly unto Him. And Allah shall, surely guide those 
who believe to a straight Path. 

55. But those who disbelieve will persist in doubt of it, 
until the Hour comes upon them suddenly, or there 
comes upon them the torment of a.barren day. 



6 4° If Allah gives respite, those to whom it is given have a real 
chanee of repentance and amendment. He will not curtail His 
promise of respite. But on the other hand He has promised to call 
everyone to account for his deeds, and this involves jusUce and 
pun shment for sin. This promise will also come true. It is foohsh 
fo try to hasten it. Time with Him is nothing. We keep count of 
time for our relative calculations. His existence is absolute,.and 
not conditioned by time or place. , . • 

* Prophets and messengers are but human. Their actions ate 
righteous and their motives pure, but in judging ; things from , a 
human point of view the suggestion may come to their mind that it 



would be good to have power or wealth or influence for furthering 
Allah's cause, or that it may be good to conciliate some faction 
iSch may be irreconcilable. In fact, in Allah's p an it may be ^ 
opposite. Allah will cancel any suggestions of this land, confirm 
His own commands, and make known His will in H.s signs. 
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56. Sovereignty on that day will belong to Allah, He 
will judge between them. Then those who had believed 
and done good works will be in gardens of bliss. 

57. And those who had disbelieved and denied Our 
Signs, for them will be a shameful. torment. 

58. And those who emigrated for the sake of Allah and 
then were killed or died, Allah will certainly provide 
for them a good provision. For Allah is indeed the best 
ofproviders. 642 

59. He will admit them to a place which will please 
them. For Allah is Knowing, Forbearant. 
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is Hearer, Seer. 

62. That is because Allah is the Truth, and that which 
they call instead of Him is falsehood; and because 
Allah is the High, the Great. 



60. That [is so]. Whoever punishes with the like of 63. Have you not seen that Allah brings down water 
that with which he was punished, and then is [again] from heaven so that the earth becomes green? Allah is 
oppressed, Allah will surely succor him. Allah is Subtle, Aware. 643 

' 64. To Him belongs what is in the heavens and what is 

61. That is because Allah makes the night pass into the in the earth. And Allah is indeed the Rich, the Praise- 
day and makes the day pass into the night. And Allah worthy. 

642 Rizq: Sustenance, provision. We have preferred the latter 
word here, because after death we can only think of rizq in a large, 
metaphorical sense. 

643 Latff, as a name of Allah, is. as difficult to define in words as 
the idea it seeks to represent. It implies (1) fine, subde [the basic 
meaning]; (2) so fine and subde as to be imperceptible to human 
sight; (3) so pure as to be incomprehensible; (4) with sight so per- 
fect as to see and understand the finest subdeties and mysteries; 
(5) so kind and gracious as to bestow gifts of the most subde kind; 
extraordinarily gracious and understanding. 
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65. Have you not seen that Allah has subjected to you 
all that Is in the earth, and the ships that run upon the 
sea by His command, and He holds back the sky from 
falling on the earth unless by His leave? Surely Allah is 
Kind and Compassionate to mankind. 

66. And it is He who gave you life, then He will cause 
you to die, then He again will give you life. Truly man 
is ever ungrateful. 

67. For every nation We have appointed rites that they 
observe. So let them not dispute the matter with you. 



And invite [them] to your Lord, for you are indeed 
following a straight guidance. 

68. And if they argue with you, say: "Allah knows best 
what you are doing. 

69. "Allah will judge between you on the Day of Resur- 
rection concerning that in which you differ." 

70. Do you not know that Allah knows what is in the 
heaven and the earth? This is in a Book. This is easy 
for Allah. 

71. And they worship, apart from Allah, things for 
which He sent down no authority and of which they 
have no knowledge. And for the unjust there is no 
helper. 

72. And when Our clear signs are recited to them you 
can recognize the denial on the face of those who dis- 
believe. They are on the verge of assaulting those who 
recite Our signs to them. Say: "Shall I tell you of worse 
than that? The Fire." Allah has promised it to those 
who disbelieve, an evil end! 



341 



AL-HAJ J -22 



*tmv\\>& 



73. mankind! An example is given, so listen to it: 
Those whom you invoke, apart from Allah, will never 
create a fly even if they join together for the purpose. 
And when the fly takes something from them they 
cannot rescue it. Weak are both the seeker and the 
sought, [the worshipper and the worshipped]! 

74. They do not esteem Allah as He should rightfully 
be. Truly Allah is Strong, August. 

75. Allah chooses from the angels messengers, and 
from mankind. Truly Allah is Hearer, Seer. 

76. He knows what is before them and what is behind 
them; and to Allah do all matters return. 

77. O you who believe! Bow and prostrate yourselves, 
and worship your Lord, and do good, that you may 
succeed. 
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78. And fight for Allah as He should rightly be fought 
for. He has chosen you, and has not laid upon you in 
religion any hardship; the faith of your father Abra- 
ham. He it was He who named you Muslims 
previously, and in this [Qur'an], that the Messenger 
may be a witness against you, and that you may be wit- 
nesses against all people. Therefore, observe the 
prayer, and pay the zakdt, and hold fast to Allah, for He 
is your Support. An excellent Support, and an excellent 
Helper! 
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SuRAH 23 

AL-MU'MINUN 

Revealed at Makkah 
This is so named from a word occurring in the first verse or, it may 
be said, from its subject, which is the triumph of believers. It is 
considered to be the last of the surahs revealed at Makkah, immedi- 
ately before the prophet's migration to Madlnah. 

THE BELIEVERS 

In the name of Allah, the All -Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. Successful indeed are the believers; 



2. Who are humble in their prayers; 

3. Who -shun vain conversation; - ;, " - ■ 

4. Who pay the mkat 

5. Who guard their chastity, 

6. Except from their wives and what their right hands 
possess, for then they are not to blame. 

7. But whoever seeks what is beyond that, those are 
transgressors, 

8. And those who keep their trusts and their pledge, 

9. Who carefully keep their prayers, 

10. These are the inheritors, 

11. Who will inherit paradise, where they shall abide 
for ever. 644 

12. And verily We created man from a product of mud; 

13. Then We placed him as a seed in a safe lodging; 

14. Then We fashioned the seed into a clot of blood, 
then We fashioned the clot into a lump, then We 
turned the lump into bones, then We clothed the 
bones with flesh, and then produced it as another cre- 
ation. So blessed be Allah, the Best of Creators! 

15. Then after that you will surely die. 

16. Then on the Day of Resurrection you will be raised. 

17. And We have created above you seven paths, and 
We are never unmindful of creation. 



644 In the next passage, Allah's creative work, as far as man is 
concerned, is recapitulated, in order to show man's real position 
in this life, and the certainty of the future to which he was referred 
for his reward in verses 10-11 above. Here we are not concerned 
with the earliest stage, the creation of primeval matter out of noth- 
ing. It is also a process of creation when inorganic matter becomes 
living matter. Thus inorganic constituents of the earth are 
absorbed into living matter by way of food, and living matter 
reproduces itself by means of sperm. This is deposited in the ovum 
and fertilizes it, and rests for a time in security in the mother's 
womb. 
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18. And We sent down from the sky water in measured 
quantity, and We lodged it in the earth, and We are 
able to take it away. 

19. Then We produced for you therewith gardens of 
date palms and vines, where there is abundant fruit for 
you from which you eat. 

20. And a tree that grows from Mount Sinai that yields 
oil and seasoning for the eaters. 

21. And in the cattle there is a lesson for you. We give 
you to drink of that which is in their bellies, in them 
you have many benefits, and of them you eat. 

22. And on them and on the ships you are borne. 

23. And We sent Noah to his people, and he said: "0 
my people! Worship Allah, for you have no other god 
than He. Will you not fear Him?" 

24. But the leaders of his people, who disbelieved, 
said: "This is only a human being like you, who wish- 
es to make himself superior to you. Had Allah willed, 
He could have sent down angels. We heard not of this 
in the case of our fathers of old. 

25. "He is only a man in whom is madness, so watch 
him for awhile." 



"" ''"^Zj^'y+s yj^ >*VX : J££..~..J££.- AVAV ,5*X X*X -XJiX '-XAX M^'y^ Sj^sj^.J^SAS. ' 

/*?*' ^9> w> -w w xw xw xvy w vvy > iVy vvy wx xvy xvy ^> v^ w wfr.y, 



jl&S^liijO^^^^^^J-^^ ^LJ^IJy \ 



isb 



••'.f-'n-/?V ^ 1 > <"''** ft" 



i /A\ XAX V5AX /A\ /A\ /A\ /A\ /A\ ^X X^V /A\ X.A.V X.AN , X/VV /A\ V>WV X/W. 

r xvy w/ xvy wr w/ \w v*y w/ vvy x*y x^ w/ v*y xw w/ -55^ <P> 






26. He said, "My Lord! Support me, because they belie 
me." 

27. And we revealed to him: "Make the Ark under Our 
eyes and as We reveal, then when Our command 
comes and the oven gushes water, introduce in it two 
of every kind and your family, except those against 
whom the word has already been spoken. And plead 
not with Me on behalf of those who are unjust. They 
shall be drowned. 
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28. "And when you and those with you settle in the 
Ark, say: 'Praise be to Allah, who has rescued us from 
the unjust people. 5 

29. "And say: 'My Lord! Cause me to land in a blessed 
place, for You are the best of all who bring to land.'" 

30. In that are signs, and We do put to the test. 

31. Then We created after them another generation. 

32. And We sent to them a messenger from among 
themselves, [saying]: "Worship Allah! You have no 
god other than He. Will you not fear [Him]?" 



645 This type of narrow sybarite, enjoys the good things of this 
life, denies a future life, and is hostile to anyone who presumes to 
widen his horizon, is here described in a few masterly strokes. He 
is bored by any mention of the serious things beyond his ken. 
What good is it, he says, to talk about the future? Enjoy the pres- 
ent. The gain is all in the present. The loss is all in the future. 



33. And the leaders of his people who disbelieved and 
denied the meeting of the hereafter, and whom We 
caused to revel in this world's life, said: "This is only a 
human being like you. He eats what you eat, and he 
drinks what you drink. 

34. "And if you obey a human being like yourselves, 
then you will indeed be losers. 645 

35. "Does he promise you that when you die and 
became dust and bones, you shall be brought forth? 

36. "Far, very far is that which you are promised! 

37. "There is nothing but this worldly life; we die and 
live and we will not be resurrected. 646 

38. "He is only a man who has invented a lie about 
Allah. We shall not believe in him." 

39. He said, "My Lord! Support me, because they belie 
me!" 

40. He said: "In a little while they are sure to regret it!" 

41. Then the Cry overtook them rightfully. Then 

we reduced them to rubble; so, away with the unjust 
people! 

42. Then after them We created other generations. 



646 They seem to say: "There is no future life: That we shall die 
is certain; that we have this life is certain: some die, some are 
born, some live; and so the meaningless cycle continues: but how 
can dead men be raised to life?" 
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43 .?No nation can outstrip its appointed term, neither 
can they delay it. 

44. Then We sent Our messengers in succession. 
Whenever its messenger came to a nation they belied 
him; then We caused them to follow one another, and 
We made them into stories [only their names sur- 
vived]. So away with people who do not believe! 

45. Then We sent Moses and his brother Aaron with 
Our signs and a clear authority, 

46. To Pharaoh and his leaders, but they were arro- 
gant, and they were haughty people. 

47. They said: "Shall we believe in two human beings 
like us, when their people are our servants?" 

48. So they belied them, and so were destroyed. 647 

49. And We gave Moses the Book, that they may be 
guided. 648 

50. And We made the son of Mary and his mother as a 
sign to mankind, and We gave them refuge on a 
height, where there was a hollow and a spring. 649 

51. messengers! Eat of the good things, and act with 
righteousness. I know of what you are doing. 

52. This is your nation, a single Nation, and I am your 
Lord, so fear Me! 

53. But they split their affair between them into 
groups, each sect rejoicing in what it has. 






$ 



54. So leave them in their error for a time. 

55. Do they think that in what We provide them of 
wealth and children, 

56. We hasten to them with good things? No, they are 
unaware. 

57. Those who are aware by the fear of their Lord, 

58. And those who believe in their Lord's signs, 

59. And those who do not ascribe partners to their 
Lord, 



647 



Racial arrogance made the Egyptians say; "This man belong ing on high ground,- for beneath it flowed a spring. She retired 



to a race which, we hold in. subjection as our slaves. How can we 
accept them as messengers of Allah?" 

648 Here the reference is to the second part of the mission of 
Moses, that to the Israelites. 

649 The virgin birth of Jesus was a miracle both for him and his 
mother. She was falsely accused of unchastity, but the child Jesus 
vindicated her by his own miracle [19: 27-33]. The place where 
mother and child were given secure shelter is described in 19:22- 
26. It was the place to which she withdrew to be delivered when 
the time drew near. There was a fruitful palm tree, evidently grow- 



therein into seclusion, and she and her child rested there until it 
was time for her to go to her people with her child. 
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6o. And those who give what they give while their 
hearts tremble, because they are returning to their 
Lord; 

6i. Those are they who vie for the good things, and 
who reach them first 

62. And We do not burden any soul with more than it 
can bear. And We have a book which speaks the truth, 
and they will not be treated unjustly. 



63. No, but their hearts are in confusion about this, 
and they have other works besides, which they are 
doing. ig 

"64. Until, when We seize the affluent among them 
with torment, they will scream for help. 

65. Do not scream this day! You will receive no help 
from Us! 

66. My signs were recited to you, but you turned back 
on your heels. 

67. Arrogantly, and at night you talk about it an evil 
talk. 6 * 

68. Do they not reflect about what is being said, or 
have they received what their forefathers have not? 

69. Or have they not known their messenger, thus 
denying him? 

70. Or do they say: "There is madness in him?" No, he 
came to them with the truth, but most of them hate 
the truth. 

71. And if the Truth had followed their desires, the 
heaven and the earth and whoever is in it would have 
been corrupted. No, We have brought them their 
Reminder, but from their Reminder they turn away. 

72. Or do you ask of them a tribute. Surely your Lord's 
tribute is better, for He is the best of providers. 

73. And surely you call them to a straight path, 

74. And those who do not believe in the hereafter are 
deviating from the path. 



6 5° The Qurayshls were proud to be the custodians of the House 
of Allah. They sat around it every night denigrating the Quran. 
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75. If We took compassion on them and relieved them 
of the harm afflicting them/ they would still persist 
blindly in their transgression. 

76. We seized them with torment, but they humbled 
not themselves to their Lord, nor did they implore 
[Him]. 

77. Finally, when We open against them a gate of 
severe torment they are in it bewildered! 

78. And it is He who has originated for you hearing 
and sight and hearts. Little do you thank [Him]. 

79. And it is He who spread you through the earth, 
and to Him you will be gathered. 

80. And it is He who gives life and causes death, and 
His is the difference between night and day. Do you 
not understand? 

81. No! They say the like of what the ancients said. 

82. They said: "When we die, and become dust and 
bones, shall we be raised again? 

83. "We and our fathers were promised this before. 
This is but the legends of the ancients." 

84. Say: "To whom does the earth belong and whoever 
is on it; [answer], if you know?" 

85. They will say: "To Allah." Say: "Will you not then 
remember?" 

86. Say: "Who is the Lord of the seven heavens and the 
Lord of the formidable Throne?" 



651 As these verses clearly explain, the pre-Islamic Arabs did in 
fact acknowledge the existence of Allah but disbelieved in the 
prophethood of Muhammad, peace be upon him, and the blessed 
Book which he was given for their guidance. They also denied the 
Resurrection and the Hereafter. The contemporary relevance of 
this is that many people these days acknowledge the existence of 
God but deny the implications of His existence, which are that he 
would not create sentient beings and leave them without guide- 
lines to behave like animals. Hence the inevitability of Prophets, 
Messengers, and Books. Others acknowledge only one of the pre- 
vious Prophets, denying all those who were sent after him. This is 
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87. They will say: "[They belong] to Allah." Say: "Will 
you not fear Him?" 

88. Say: "In whose hand is the dominion over all 
things and He protects while none can protect against 
Him? [Answer that] if you know." 

89. They will say, "To Allah." Say "How then are you 
deluded?" 6 * 1 



also a major error since Allah expects all His Messengers to be 
believed and followed. .,.<■,. 
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90. No, We brought them the truth, and they are liars. 

91. Allah has not chosen a son, neither is there a god 
with Him, otherwise every god would have gone away 
with his own creation, and some of them would have 
raised themselves above others. Transcendent is Allah 
beyond what they describe. 

92. He Knows the unseen and the seen and exalted is 
He above that they describe. 652 



93. [0 Muhammad!] Say: "My Lord! If You would 
show me what they are promised [of punishment], my 

Lord! ,.. 

94. "Place me not with the unjust people." 

95. We are indeed able to show you what We have 
promised them. 

96. Repel evil with what is better, for We know best 
what they describe. 

97. And say: "My Lord! I seek refuge in you from the 
promptings of the devils, 

98. "And I seek refuge in you, my Lord, from their 
presence with me." 

99. Until when death comes to one of them he says: 
"My Lord, send me back! 

100. "That I may do the good works I had left 
undone." It is but a word he speaks. And behind them 
is a barrier till the day they will be raised. 653 

101. But when the Horn is blown, there shall be no 
kinship among them on that day, nor will they ask of 
one another. 

102. Then those whose scales are heavy, they are the 
successful. 

103. And those whose scales are light have lost them- 
selves, they shall abide in hell forever. 

104. The fire shall scorch their faces, and they are 
sullen therein. 



652 The "unseen" and the "seen" for us, not for Allah before 
where they are equal, are two separate areas of knowledge. Knowl- 
edge of the unseen is not possible through the employment of the 
mind and senses, although it is attainable to a certain degree by 
means of certain intuitive faculties, and is conveyed to us more 
perfectly through revelation. To accept the existence of Allah is 
also to accept the inevitability of the existence of a hierarchy of 
dimensions beginning from the visible, opaque, material world, 
and ascending through degrees of ever subtle invisible dimensions 
up till the Divine Presence. The invisible worlds are unimaginably 
vast and full of wonders of Allah. They affect our life on earth and 



we have therefore to take them into consideration in our beliefs 
and behavior. -to attract the good that comes from them and pro- 
tect ourselves from the. evil. 

653 Barzakh: a partition, a bar or barrier; the place or state in 
which people will be after death and before judgment, which is the 
dimension separating earthly life from the resurrection. 
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105. [It will be said:] "Were not My signs recited to 
you, and you kept belying them?" 

106. They will say: "Our Lord! Our wretchedness pre- 
vailed over us, and we were a people astray. 

107. "Our Lord! Let us out of it! If we ever revert then 
indeed we shall be unjust!" 

108. He said: "Fall back therein, and do not speak to 
Me! 

109. "There was a party of My servants who said: 'Our 
Lord! We believed, therefore forgive us and have mercy 
on us, for you are the best of the merciful.' 

no. "But you took them for a mockery, until they 
caused you to forget My remembrance, while you 
laughed at them. 

in. "This day I shall give them the reward for their 
patience. These, they are the winners." 

112. He will say: "How many years have you stayed on 
earth?" 

113. They will say: "We stayed a day or a part of a day. 
Ask those who keep count." 

114. He will say: "You stayed but a little; had you only 
known. 
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115. "Did you think that We only created you in vain, 
and that to Us you would not be returned?" 

116. So, exalted is Allah, the King, the True. There no 
god but He; Lord of the Noble Throne. 

117. And whoever invokes another god with Allah, of 
which he has no proof, then his reckoning shall be 
with his Lord. The disbelievers are never successful. 

118. And say: "My Lord! Forgive and have mercy, for 
You are the best of the merciful!" 
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SURAH 24 

AN-NUR 
Reuealed at Madlnah 

This surah was revealed between the fifth and the sixth years of the 
Hijrah, i.e. five years before the death of the Prophet. It takes its 
tide from verses 35-40, which speak of the Light of Allah. 

THE LIGHT 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 
1. This is a surah which We have sent down and pre- 
scribed, and in which We have sent down clear signs, 
that you may remember. 



654 This punishment is only applied to the unmarried male or 
female. In the case of a married man or woman, punishment by 
stoning is applied, provided that certain conditions are met, the 
most important of which are: (a) Both the adulterer and the adul- 
teress are caught in the actual act of intercourse; (b) There should 
be four witnesses to the act, of good character; (c) a confession 
free of any pressure by either the adulterer and the adulteress that 
should be repeated four times. 

Commentators say that this is either the confirmed usage (Sun- 
nah) of the Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace, or a 
commandment received from God, has rendered the punishment 



2. The woman and the man guilty of illegal sexual 
intercourse, flog each of them a hundred stripes, and 

let not pity for them stop you from [applying]-Aliah ? s 
religion, if you believe in Allah and the last day. And 
let a party of believers witness their punishment. 654 

3. The adulterer shall not marry save an adulteress or 
an idolatress. And as for the adulteress, none shall 
marry her except an adulterer or an idolater. All that is 
forbidden to the believers. 

4. And those who defame chaste women, and then do 
not bring four witnesses; flog them with eighty 
stripes, and never accept their testimony [thereafter], 
for these, they are corrupt. 655 

5. Save those who afterwards repent and make 
amends, for Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 

6. And those who accuse their wives, and have no wit- 
nesses but themselves, then the testimony of each of 
them shall be a testimony sworn by Allah repeated 
four times, that he is indeed truthful. 

7. And the fifth [oath] is that Allah's curse be upon 
him if he is lying. 

8. And it shall avert punishment from her that she tes- 
tify a testimony repeated and sworn by Allah four 
times, that he is lying. 

9. And a fifth [oath] that the wrath of Allah be upon 
her, if he has spoken the truth. 

10. Had it not been for the kindness of Allah and His 
mercy towards you and that Allah is Relenting, Wise. 



of married adulteress, set at stoning to death,. distinct from the 
punishment of the unmarried, which is flogging, at one hundred 
stripes. This verse has abrogated verse 15 of surah 4. 

655 Chastity in Islam does not imply celibacy but refraining from 
illegal sexual contact. 
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ii. Those who brought the slander are a group of you. 
Regard it not as evil for you. No, it is good for you. To 
every man among them shall it be done according to 
the sin he has committed. As for him that had the 
greater part of it among them, his shall be a formida- 
ble torment. 656 

12. If only when you heard of it had believing men and 
women thought well of their people, and said, "This is 
a manifest slander." 

13. Why have they not brought four witnesses? Since 
they failed to bring the witnesses, they are the liars in 
the sight of Allah. 

14. And had it not been for the grace of Allah and His 
mercy on you in this world and the hereafter, a great 
punishment would have befallen you, because of that 
which you spread abroad. 

15. You received it with your tongues [and passed it 
around] and uttered with your mouths that of which 
you had no knowledge. You counted it a trifle, while it 
was serious in the sight of Allah. 

16. Should you not have said, when you heard of it, "It 
is not right of us to talk about this. Transcendent are 
You! This is a grievous calumny." 

17. Allah admonishes you that you never repeat the 
like of this, if you are [in truth] believers. 



■■ "; 1 ; ^C mT7^~''*- "**>■ Vav" ^v ' ^x" !&£ ""^' " #*!! lax- '-#&*& ^ S |gl""igl" "" 

4£ ® S (7/ n7/ w w w ^> w v w w xw xw xvy x> " v> " **" '£ 

N „„ ty 









$ 









% 



•ax /a\ **^ **** >s^v -^ <2s> /£ ■> <fi> <£> &£■ <££■ <£> <££■ "J2? 

'■2± rrrr_ _»_ y^r y^y ^ y^ V^ W \5fr W/ W/ NW W/ W 



18. And Allah makes the signs clear to you, for Allah is 
Knowing, Wise. 

19. As for those who love that indecency should spread 
among believers, a painful torment awaits them in this 
world and the hereafter. For Allah knows, and you 
know not. 

20. Had it not been for the grace of Allah and His 
mercy on you [you would have been punished at 
once]. Allah is Kind, Compassionate. 



6 5 6 The particular incident here referred to occurred on the 
return from the expedition to the Banu Mustallq, in 5-6 A.H. When 
the march was ordered. 'Aishah was not in her tent, having gone 
to search for a necklace she had dropped. As her litter was veiled, 
it was not noticed that she was not in it. The next morning she was 
found by Safwan, a Muhdjir. He put her on his camel and brought 
her, leading the camel on foot. This gave occasion to enemies to 
raise a malicious scandal. The ringleader among them was the 
chief of the Madlnah Hypocrites, Abd-Allah Ibn Ubayy, who is 
referred to in the last clause of this verse. He had other sins and 
enormities to his debit, and remained a hypocrite till the end. 



When c Aishah's innocence was proclaimed by the Quran, the 
other slanderers were flogged according to the law. 
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21. you who believe! Follow not the steps of the 
Devil, for whosoever will follow the steps of the Devil, 
surely he will enjoin on him what is indecent and 
blameworthy. Had it not been for Allah's grace and 
His mercy to you none of you would have ever been 
purified. But Allah causes whom He will to be puri- 
fied. And Allah is Hearer, Knowing. 

22. Let not those who are blessed with favors and 
means among you swear that they will not give to their 
kindred and to the needy and to emigrants in the 



cause of Allah; let them rather forgive and be indul- 
gent. Do you not wish that Allah forgives you? And 
Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 657 

23. Those who slander chaste women, who are 
unaware [of what they are accused of, and] are believ- 
ers, are accursed in the world and the hereafter. And 
for them awaits a formidable torment. 

24. On the day when their own tongues, hands, and 
feet shall bear witness against them as to what they 
did. 

25. On that day Allah will pay them in full their due, 
and they shall know that Allah is the manifest Truth; 

26. Vile women are for vile men, and vile men for vile 
women. Good women are for good men, and good 
men for good women. Such are innocent of what they 
say: for them is forgiveness and generous provision. 

27. you who believe! Do not enter houses other than 
your own houses until you ask for permission, and 
salute those in them [greet their dwellers]. That is 
better for you. Perhaps you will remember. 



6 5~ The immediate reference is to Abu Bakr, c Aishah 5 s father who 
was blessed both with spiritual openings and with ample means, 
which he always used in the service of Islam and the Muslims. One 
of the slanderers of Aishah turned out to be Mistah, a cousin of Abu 
Bakr, whom he had been in the habit of supporting. Naturally Abu 
Bakr decided to withdraw his support, but this verse was reveled 
when he was asked to forgive and resume his help, which he did. 
But the general application holds good for all time. A generous 
patron should not, in personal anger, withdraw his support even for 
serious faults if the delinquent repents and mends his ways. If God 
forgives us, who are we to refuse forgiveness to our fellows? 
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28. If you do not find anyone therein, do not enter 
until you have been given permission, and if it is said 
to you "Go back," then go back, for that is purer for 
you. And Allah knows what you do. 

29. There is no harm in your entering uninhabited 
houses where you may fulfill some of your needs, and 
Allah knows what you reveal and what you conceal. 658 

30. Tell believing men to lower their eyes and guard 
their modesty. That will be purer for them. Allah is 
aware of what they do. 

31. And tell believing women to lower their eyes, and 
guard their modesty, and that they display not their 
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ornaments except what appears of them. And that they 
draw their veils over their bosoms and display not 
their ornaments except to their husbands, fathers, 
their husband's fathers, their sons, their husband's 
sons, their brothers, their brother's sons, their sister's 
sons, other women, their slaves, male domestics who 
have no vigor, or children who know nothing of 
women's nakedness. And let them not strike their feet 
together so as to reveal their hidden ornaments. And 
repent to Allah, all of you believers, that you may 
succeed. 659 , , :••;■■ 



6 5 8 The phrase "uninhabited house" means places for public use 
"which are not allocated to specific people, such as inns, hotels, 

shops, market places, baths, etc. 

6 59 Commentators have agreed that the clause "cast veils over 
their bosoms" means that the dress they wear should cover the 
whole body except the face, the two hands and the feet. There is a 
difference of opinion as to whether they should also be covered. In 
any case the hair, the neck, and what is below the neck should be 
completely covered. Muslim scholars have agreed that the clause 



"show not their ornaments," is a command to abstain from show- 
ing the places of ornament of the body and the adornment itself, 
except to the husband, lest this lead to allurement, etc. 
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32. And marry those among you who are single [male 
or female] and the pious of your male and female 

slaves. If they are poor, Allah of His bounty will enrich 
them. And Allah is Vast, Knowing. 



33. And let those who cannot find a way to marriage 
be chaste until Allah of His bounty enrich them. And if 
those whom your right hands possess ask for a con- 
tract for freedom, conclude a contract with them. And 
give them a portion of the wealth of Allah which He 
has given you. And force not your female slaves into 
prostitution, in order to acquire the goods of this 
worldly life; if they wish to preserve their chastity; yet 
if they are forced, then after they are forced, Allah will 
surely be Forgiving, Compassionate. 660 

34. And We have sent down to you clear signs, exam- 
ples from those who passed away before you; and an 
admonition for the God-fearing. 661 

35. Allah is the Light of the heavens and earth. The 
likeness of His light is that of a niche in which is a 
Lamp. The Lamp is in a glass, the glass, is as it were a 
glittering star, lighted from a blessed tree, an olive, 
neither of the east, nor of the west, whose oil would 
almost glow forth, even if no fire touched it, light 
upon Light. Allah guides whom He wills to His light, 
and gives examples to the people; and Allah knows 
everything. 662 

36. In houses which Allah has allowed to be raised up, 
where His name is remembered. In them is He glori- 
fied morning and evening. 



660 A Muslim marriage requires some sort of a dower for the 
wife. If a man cannot afford it, he must wait and keep himself 
chaste. It is no excuse for him to say that he must satisfy his natu- 
ral cravings, within or outside marriage. 

The law of slavery, in the legal sense of the term, is now obso- 
lete. When it was in practice, Islam made the slave's lot as easy as 
possible. A slave, male or female, could ask for conditional manu- 
mission by a written deed fixing the amount required, and 
allowing the slave to earn money by lawful means and perhaps to 
get married and bring up a family. Such a deed was not to be 
refused if the request was genuine and the slave had a good char- 
acter. Besides, the master is directed to help with money out of his 
own resources in order to enable the slave to earn his or her own 
liberty. 

66: The meaning probably is that the scandal raised against 
'Aishah resembled the scandal in the case of Joseph in Egypt and 
of the Virgin Man 7 , rehearsed in previous surahs. 

662 This is the famous "Verse of Light" about which so much 
has been said and which Imam al-Ghazal! made the object of an 
entire treatise entitled "The Niche of Lights." Light is that which is 
itself visible and makes other things visible. "Allah is the Light of 



the heavens and earth" since Light is that which brings things out 
of the darkness of non-existence into existence. But Light is also 
that which brings sentient beings out of the darkness of ignorance 
and disbelief into the light of faith and knowledge, so that the 
Qur'an as well as all other divine scriptures can be called light. 
This is the light of guidance, of His Attribute, the Guide. 

It is said that Allah illuminates the heavens with the sun and 
moon and the earth with the Prophets and saints. "The likeness of 
His Light" is the light of the Qur'an; "is that of a niche," the niche 
is illuminated from the inside by the lamp, but is dark on the put- 
side; "in which is a lamp," the, lamp is the Qur'an; "the lamp is a 
glass," the glass is the heart of the believer; "the glass is as if it 
were a glittering star; 1 the heart of the believer radiates.-with the 
light of faith and the Qur'an, which can be seen as the radiance on 
his face, acts, and speech. This lamp is "lighted from a blessed 
tree," the tree of revelation, since the tree was always the symbol of 
the connection between heaven and earth, hence the tree of al- 
Hudaybiya under which the Prophet sat to receive the allegiance of 
his Companions. They each took his hand in turn, the connection 
between heaven and earth being stated on that occasion explicidy 
in the Qur'an which says, u the Hand of Allah was above their 
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37. By men whom neither merchandise nor sale dis- 
tract from the remembrance of Allah, the observance 
of prayer, or paying the zakdt, because they fear a day 
when hearts and eyes will be overturned; 

38. That Allah may reward them for the best of what 
they did, and increase them of His favor. And Allah 
provides for whom He will without measure. 

39. As for those who disbelieve, their deeds are like a 
mirage in a desert which the thirsty thinks to be water, 
till when he reaches it, he finds it nothing, but finds 
Allah there, Then Allah fully pays him his account, 
and Allah is swift at reckoning. 663 

40. Or like darkness on a deep sea covered by waves 
riding upon waves, above which are clouds; darkness- 
es, each upon the other. When a man extends his 
hand, he can hardly see it. And he to whom Allah gives 
no light, he shall have no light. 664 

41. Have you not seen that all that is in the heavens 
and the earth glorifies Allah? And the birds as they 
spread their wings? Every creature knows its prayer 
and its glorification, and Allah knows what they do. 

42. Allah's is the Kingdom of the heavens and the 
earth; and to Allah is the [final] return. 
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43. Have you not seen how Allah drives clouds lightly 
forward, then gathers them together, then piles them 
in masses? And then you see the rain coming forth 
from their midst; and He causes clouds like moun- 
tains charged with hail to descend from the sky, and 
He makes it to fall on whom He will, and from whom 
He will He turns it aside. The brightness of His light- 
ning all but takes away the sight! 



hands." The blessed tree is an olive, which in material terms pro- 
duces an oil that that is full of benefits for mankind. "Neither of 
the east nor the west" since it belongs to the higher world from 
whence descends revelation, a world beyond the opposition of the 
pairs. This oil is luminous in itself; but becomes even more so 
when lighted by the fire of the Qur'an, which is the inward knowl- 
edge of Allah and His Attributes and acts. "Light upon Light." One 
should take notice of the fact that Allah did not give the sum as an 
example for the knowledge of the Qur'an, but a lamp which can be 
extinguished. Nor did He give anything other than fragile glass as 
an example for the heart of the believer. Glass is easy to break. The 
precariousness of this situation is here rendered obvious and the 
fact that such a lamp has to be protected and strengthened is indi- 
cated by the next verse, which speaks of how to strengthen it by 



acts of devotion, detachment from worldly things, and keeping in 
mind that there shall be a Day of Judgement. 

663 We have had various metaphors to give us an idea of the 
beneficent light of Allah in the spiritual world. Now we have con- 
trasted metaphors to enable us to see those who deny or refuse, 
that light, and are overwhelmed by confusion. The Light of Allah is 
an absolute Reality, and is mentioned first, and the souls that fol- 
low that light are a reflected reality and are mentioned after the 
Light. On the other hand, the darkness is not a reality in itself, but 
a negation of reality; the reflected existences that refuse the Light 
are mentioned, and then their state, which is unreality. Two 
metaphors are given: a mirage, in this verse, and the depths of 
darkness in the sea, in the next. 
664 What a graphic picture of darkness is the depths of the 
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44. Allah alternates the night and the day. In this is a 
lesson for men of insight. 

45.. And Allah has created every creature of water; 
some of them go upon their bellies; and some of them 
go upon two [feet], and some of them go on four 
[feet]. Allah creates what He pleases. Allah has power 
over all things. 

46. We have sent down clear signs, and Allah guides 
whom He will to a straight path. 



47. And they [the hypocrites] say: "We believe in Allah 
and in the Messenger, and we obey," then, a party of 
them turn away. These are not believers. 

48. And when they are called to Allah and His Messen- 
ger that He may judge between them. A party of them 
turn away. 

49. But had the truth been on their side, they would 
have come to him willingly. 

50. Is there a disease in their hearts? Or do they doubt? 
Or are they afraid that Allah and His Messenger will 
deal unfairly with them? No, but these, they are the 
unjust. 

51. The words of the believer, when summoned to 
Allah and His messenger that he may judge between 
them, are only to say: "We hear and obey." These are 
they who will succeed. 

52. And whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger and 
fears Allah and guards himself of [against his wrath]; 
these are the winners. 

53. They swear by Allah with a most solemn oath that 
if you bid them, they will certainly march forth. Say: 
"Do not swear! Obedience is more worthy. Allah is 
aware of what you do." 



ocean, wave upon wave, and on top of all dense dark clouds! 
There is so little light even in ordinary depths, of the ocean that 
fishes that live there lose their eyes as useless organs. 

The true source of light in the world of Reality is Allah, and any- 
one who cuts himself off from the light is in utter darkness, for it 
is the negation of the only true Light, and not merely relative dark- 
ness, like that which we see, say, in the shadows of moonlight. 
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54. Say: "Obey Allah and obey the Messenger. But, if 
you turn away, then only the burden of his duty is on 
him, and the burden of your duty is on you. If you obey 
him you shall have been guided. The Messenger's duty 
is but to convey clearly." 

55. Allah has promised those of you who believe and 
do good works that He will cause them to succeed oth- 
ers in the land, as He gave succession to those who 
were before them, and that He will establish for them 
their religion which He has approved for them, and 
that after their fears He will change it to security. They 
shall worship Me; and ascribe no partner to Me. And 
whoever disbelieves after that, these are the corrupt. 665 

56. Establish the Prayer and pay the zakat and obey the 
messenger, that you may find mercy. 

57. [0 Muhammad!], do not think that the disbeliev- 
ers can escape Allah on [His own] earth: their abode 
shall be the fire! An evil end indeed! 

58. O you who believe! Let those whom your right 
hands possess, and those of you who have not come of 
age [puberty], ask leave of you, at three times a day: 
before the dawn prayer, and when you lay aside your 



665 If you disobey the commands of Allah as explained by His 
Messengers, you are not going to be forced to comply. The Mes- 
senger's mission is to train your will and explain clearly all the 
implications of your conduct. The responsibility for your conduct 
rests entirely on yourselves. 

In this verse three things are promised to those who have faith 
and obey Allah's Law: 

1) They will friherit .'power and authority in the land, not for any 
selfish purpose of theirs nor byway of favoritism, but in order that 
they may maintain the Divine Law. 

2) The Religion, which Allah has chosen for them, will be open- 
ly established, and will suppress wrong and oppression. 

3) Muslims will live in peace and security, instead of having to 
suffer persecution, or leave their hearths and homes for the cause 
of Allah, or practice the rites of their faith in secret. 

All three promises were fulfilled by Allah on an immense scale. 
Not only did the Muslims gain power over their homeland in the 
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garments at midday, and after the night prayer. These 
are your three times of privacy. No blame shall attach 
to you or to them, if after these times, you go your 
rounds of visiting one another. Thus does Allah make 
clear to you His signs. Allah is Knowing, Wise. 666 



Arabian Peninsula, but also over vast tracts of this planet extend- 
ing from Spain to the Philippines. Islam was firmly established to 
be the last revealed religion and Muslims to this day practice it 
safely everywhere, a dream that seemed impossible to the early 
persecuted minority. a 

666 We now come to rules of politeness within the family circle 
in decent society. Servants and children have rather more freedom 
. of access, as they come and go at all hours, and there is less cere- 
mony with them. But even in their case there are limitations. 
During the night, before morning prayer, i.e., before dawn, they 
must discreetly ask for permission before they enter, partly 
because they must not unnecessarily disturb people asleep, and 
partly because the people are then undressed. The same applies to 
the time for the midday siesta, and again to the time after night 
prayers, when people usually undress and turn in to sleep. For 
grown-ups the rule is stricter; they must always ask permission. 
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59. And when the children among you come of age 
[puberty], let them ask leave as they who were before 
them asked it. Thus does Allah make clear to you His 
signs, and Allah is Knowing, Wise. 

60. As for women who are past childbearing, and have 
no hope of marriage; no blame shall attach to them if 
they lay aside their [outer] garments in such a way as 
not to show adornments. But to refrain is better for 

them. Allah is Hearer, Knowing. 667 



61. No blame is there upon the blind, nor upon the 
lame, nor upon the sick, nor upon yourselves if you eat 
from your houses, or the houses of your fathers, or the 
houses of your mothers, or the houses of your broth- 
ers, or the houses of your sisters, or the houses of your 
fathers' brothers, or the houses of your fathers' sis- 
ters, or the houses of your mothers' brothers, or the 
houses of your mothers' sisters, or [from that] of 
which you hold the keys, or from [the house of] a 
friend. No sin shall it be for you whether you eat 
together or apart. But when you enter houses, salute 
one another with a greeting from Allah, blessed and 
good. Thus does Allah make clear His signs for you, 
that you may understand. 



667 According to verse 31 it is obligatory for women to cover 
themselves. We are also told whom they should hide their charms 
from, in order to preserve purity of intention. 
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62. They only are believers who believe in Allah and 
His Messenger, and, when they are with him upon any 
affair of common interest, depart not until they have 
asked leave of him. Those who ask leave of you are 
those who believe in Allah and His Messenger. So if 
they ask your leave for some affair of theirs, give leave 
to whom you will of them, and ask for them forgive- 
ness of Allah, for Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 

63. Make not the calling of the Messenger among you 
as your calling one of another. Allah knows those of 
you who steal away, hiding themselves. And let those 
who conspire to evade orders beware lest an affliction 
befall them or a painful torment. 668 

64. To Allah belongs what is in the heavens and the 
earth. He knows your condition. And [He knows] the 
Day when they are returned unto Him so that He may 
inform them of what they did. Allah knows everything. 



SURAH 25 

Al-FURQAN 

Revealed at Nlakkah 

This surah was revealed (except for verses 68-70) during the fifth 
and the sixth year before the Hijrah. It derives its title from the first 
verse. AI-Furqdn is one of the names of the Qur'an, and means the 
distinguisher between right and wrong. It deals with the supersti- 
tions among the idolaters, and their disputation concerning the 
Prophet's mission. 
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THE CRITERION 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. Blessed is He who has sent down the Criterion to 
His slave, that he may be a warner to the worlds. 

2. To Whom belongs the kingdom of the heavens and 
the earth, Who has no partner in His kingdom, and 
Who created everything, then ordained it in precise 
measure. 



668 Do not address the Messenger as you address each other, 
calling him by his bare name, talking to him with familiarity, or 
too loudly. He must always be addressed with: "0 -Messenger of 
Allah! Prophet of Allah!" And the utmost courtesy is to be 
observed with him at all times, even now fourteen centuries after 
his death. 
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3. But they take, apart from Him, gods that create 
nothing, while they themselves are created. Who pos- 
sess no power to harm or benefit themselves, nor do 
they possess power of death, nor of life, nor of resur- 
rection. 

4. And those who disbelieve say: "This [Qur'an] is 
nothing but a lie he has invented, and other people 
have helped him with it." They have thus committed 
injustice and falsehood. 



5. And they say: "Legends of the ancients that he has 
put into writing, for they are dictated to him in the 
early morning and evening." 

6. Say: "He has sent it down Who knows the secrets of 
the heavens and the earth." He is Clement, Compas- 
sionate. 

7. And they say: "Why does this messenger eat food 
and walk in markets. Why has an angel not been sent 
down to him to be a warner with him? 

8. "Or [Why is not] a treasure thrown down to him, or 
why does he not have a garden from which to eat?" 
And these unjust say: "You follow but a man 
bewitched." 

9. See how they coin examples for you, thus going 
astray and unable to find their way. 

10. Blessed is He who, if He will, can give you better 
than that [of which they speak] ; gardens beneath 
which rivers flow and mansions assigned to you. 

11. No, but they deny the Hour, and We have prepared^ 
a blaze for those who deny the Hour. 669 



9 Denying the Hour of judgement means denying the Justice 
and Truth, and asserting the dominion -of evil. But reality itself will 
punish them, as is shown in the following verses. 
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12. When it will see them from afar, they will hear its 
raging and roaring. 670 

13. And when they are flung into a narrow space there- 
of, chained together, they will call out for destruction. 

14. "Call not out today for one destruction, but call for 
many destructions!" 

15. Say: "Is this better or the Garden of Eternity which 
was promised to the God-fearing? It shall be for them 
a reward and a destination." 

16. Therein, they shall have in it all that they desire in 
perpetuity. It is for your Lord a binding promise to be 
requested [of Him]. 

17. And on the day when He shall gather them togeth- 
er and those whom they worship beside Allah, He will 
say: "Was it you who led these servants of Mine astray, 
or did they themselves stray [from the path]?" 

18. They will say: "Transcendent are You! It is not for 
us to take protectors other than You. But You gave 
them and their fathers good things, till they forgot the 
Remembrance and became a people doomed." 

19. [The Lord will say:] "They have now proved you 

liars in what you say, so you cannot avert [the punish- 

670 Here the Fire is personified. It is raging with hunger,, and 
fury, and as soon as it sees them from afar, it emits a sigh of 
desire. Till then they had not realized their full danger. Now, just 
as their heart begins to tremble with terror, they are bound togeth- 
er and cast into the roaring flames. 
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ment], nor obtain help. And those among you who 
wrong themselves, We shall make them taste a great 
torment. 

20. And We never sent messengers before you but who 
did eat food and walk in the markets. And We test you 
by means of one another; will you be patient? And 
your Lord is ever Seer." 
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2i. And those who do not expect Our meeting say. "If 
but the angels were sent down upon us or we were to 
see our Lord?" They were too arrogant in themselves, 
and were excessive in their iniquity. 

22. The day they see the angels, there shall be no good 
news on that day for the criminals [and the angels] 
will say: "An impassable barrier [is that between you 
and paradise]." 

23. And we shall turn to the deeds they have did, then 
We shall make them as scattered dust. 671 



24. On that day the people of the Garden will have a 
better lodging, and a better resting place. 

25. And a day when the sky will be rent asunder with 
clouds and the angels will be sent down awesomely, 

26. The sovereignty on that day will in truth belong to 
the All-Merciful; it will be a hard day for the disbeliev- 
ers. 

27. The day the unjust bites at his hands, saying: 
"Would that I had taken a path with the Messenger! 

28. "Alas for me! Would that I had not taken such a 
one for a friend. 

29. "It was he who led me astray from the reminder 
after it had reached me!" And the Devil always aban- 
dons man [having led him astray]. 

30. And the Messenger will say: "0 my Lord! My peo- 
ple have abandoned this Qur J an!" 

31. And thus We have given to every prophet an enemy 
from among the criminals; but your Lord is a suffi- 
cient guide and helper. 

32. And those who disbelieve say: "If only the Qur'an 
had been sent down upon him all at one time!" Thus 
do We [reveal it, a small passage at a time, to answer 
the disbelievers 5 challenges, reassure the believers, 
and] strengthen your heart with it; and We have recit- 
ed it in a distinct recitation. 



671 That is, their righteous deeds and acts of piety will be of no 
avail to them in the hereafter for. their rejection of the One, but 
they will be rewarded for them in this life. 
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33. And they never bring you an example but that We 
bring you the truth and a better explanation. 

34. Those who will be gathered on their faces unto 
Hell; those are worse in plight and further astray. 

35. And We gave Moses the Book, and We appointed 
with him his brother Aaron as minister. 

36. Then We said: "Go together to the people who 
have belied Our signs." Then We destroyed them, a 
complete destruction. 

37. And Noah's people, when they denied the messen- 
gers, We drowned them and made them a sign for 
mankind. We have prepared a painful torment for the 
unjust. 

38. And [the tribes of] c Ad, and Thamud, and the 
dwellers of ar-Rass, and many generations in between. 

39. To each of them We coined examples, and each of 
them We destroyed utterly. 

40. And indeed they have come across the town upon 
which an evil rain had rained. Did they not see it? No, 
but they expect no resurrection. 672 



672 This refers to Lot's story and the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, the wicked cities of the plain near the Dead Sea, by a 
shower of brimstone. 

673 Whatever people obey, that is the god they really worship. 
Some people are slaves of Allah, they obey Him in everything; oth- 
ers are slaves of their whims and passions. The Prophet, may 
Allah's blessings and peace be upon him, described some men as 
slaves of money, others as slaves of women, others still as slaves of 
the Devil. A man's faith is sound in proportion to his control over 
his natural appetites and demonic desires for power over other 
people. Natural appetites are not to be suppressed, but gratified 
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41. And when they see you they take you only for a 
mockery [saying]: "Is this he whom Allah has sent as a 



messenger?" 

42. "He would have led us away from our gods if We 
had not been staunch to them." They will know when 
they see the torment who is farther astray. 

43. Have you seen him who has taken his whims for 
his god? Will you be a guardian over him? 673 



through lawful channels. As for hungerfor power, it is an evil god 
which is the thickest of veils between a man- and his Creator. 
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44. Or do you think that most of them hear or under- 
stand? They are like catde. No, they are even farther 

astray. 674 

45. Have you not seen how your Lord stretches out the 

shadow? If He had willed, He could have made it still 
Then We made the sun a guide to it. 675 

46. Then We withdraw it unto us gradually. 

47. And it is He who has made the night a garment for 
you, and sleep for rest, and He made the day a resur- 
rection. 



74 Those who follow their bestial appetites are like cattle, 
whereas those who follow their power-seeking drives at the cost of 
injuring others, they are worse than cattle, for they are demonic. 

675 This verse may also be read as: Have you not seen how your 
Lord stretches out the shadows, having made the sun to manifest 
them? Had He willed, He would have made them still. 



48. And He it is who has sent the winds, bearing good 
tidings, heralding His mercy. And We sent down from 
the sky pure water. 

49. That We may revive a dead land, and give it as 
drink to many beasts and men whom We created. 

50. And We have distributed it among them that they 
may remember. But most of mankind refuse to be any- 
thing but thankless. 

51. And had We willed, We could have sent a warner in 
every city. 

52. So obey not the disbelievers, and strive against 
them with it with a great effort. 

53. And it is He who has separated the two seas; this 
one is fresh, palatable and sweet, and this one saltish, 
bitter. And He set a barrier between them, and an 
insurmountable bar. 

54. And it is He who has created man of water, and He 
made him kindred by blood and marriage. And your 
Lord is Able. 

55. And they worship apart from Allah that which nei- 
ther benefits nor harms them. And the disbeliever is 
ever a helper [of evil] against his Lord. 
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56. And We sent you but as a bearer of good tidings 
and a warning. 

57. Say: "I ask you not a wage for this, save [the work 
of] him who desires to take a way to his Lord." 

58. And put your trust in the Living who dies not, and 
extol His praise. And He suffices as Aware of His ser- 
vants' sins. 

59. He who created the heavens and the earth and 
what is between them in six days, then established 
Himself on the throne; the All-Merciful, ask any 
informed one of Him. 

60. And if it is said to them: "Prostrate yourselves to 
the All-Merciful," they said: "And who is the All-Mer- 
ciful? Shall we prostrate ourselves to whatever you bid 
us?" And it increases them in aversion. 

61. Blessed is He who has made in the sky constella- 
tions, and has set there a lamp and an illuminating 
moon. 

62. And He it is who has made the night and the day a 
succession, for whoever desires to remember or be 
thankful. 

63. And the servants of the All-Merciful are they who 
walk on the earth gently and when addressed by the 
ignorant say, "Peace!" 
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64. And those who spend the night prostrating them- 
selves and standing before their Lord. 

65. And who say: "Our Lord! Turn away from us the 
torment of Hell, for surely its torment is a constant 
anguish. 

66. "Indeed it is an evil abode and lodging place." 

67. And those who, when they expend, are neither 
prodigal, nor parsimonious, but keep between the 
two. 
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68. And those who do not call upon another god with 
Allah, and who do not slay the soul that Allah has for- 
bidden, except by right, nor commit illegal 
intercourse, for whoever does that shall receive the 
penalty. 

69. For him shall the torment be doubled on the day of 
resurrection, and therein he shall abide forever, dis- 
graced. 



70. Save him who repents and believes, and does good 
works; those, Allah shall change their misdeeds into 
good works. And Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 

71. And whoever repents and does righteous works, he 
surely turns to Allah in repentance. 

72. And those who do not bear false witness, and 
when they pass by idle chatter, pass by with dignity. 

73. And those who, when they are reminded of their 
Lord's signs, do not fall down at them, deaf and blind. 

74. And those who say: "Our Lord, grant us of our 
spouses and offspring the delight of our eyes, and 
make us leaders for the God-fearing." 

75. These shall have the chamber as reward for their 
patience, and there they shall receive a greeting and a 
salvation of peace. 676 

76. There they shall abide forever; an excellent abode 
and lodging place. 

77. Say: "My Lord cares nothing for you, were it not 
for your prayers, yet you belied [His Messenger], so 
[that torment] has become inescapable." 



676 The "Chamber" is said to be the highest and most spiritually 
exalted reach of the Garden. 
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SURAH 26 

ASH-SHITARA' 

Revealed at Makkah 
This surah takes its title from verse 224, where the difference 
between poets and prophets is tersely pointed out; poets being 
those who say what they do not mean, while a prophet always 
practices what he preaches. The pagan Arabs and their poets 
believed the poetic inspirations to be the work of jinn. 

The story of a number of former Prophets is here given to con- 
sole the believers at a time of persecution, with the assurance that 
it is no new thing for a messenger of Allah to be persecuted, but 
that the persecutors always suffer in the end. It shows also that all 
the Messengers of Allah came with the same message. 

It belongs to the middle group of Makkan surahs, with the excep- 
tion of verses 224-277, which were revealed at Madlnah. 

THE POETS 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate, 
i. la. Sin. MTm. 

2. These are signs of the clear book. 

3. It may be that you torment yourself [0 Muham- 
mad!] because they do not believe. 

4. If We will, We can send down on them from the sky a 
sign, so that their necks would remain bowed before it. 

5. Never does a new reminder come to them from the 
All-Merciful, but they turn away from it. 

6. They have denied [the truth], but there will come to 
them the news of what they used to mock. 

7. Have they not seen the earth, how we made every 
fruitful pair to grow from it? 

8. Surely, in this is a sign; yet most of them are not 
believers. 

9. And Your Lord! He is indeed the August, the Com- 
passionate. 

10. And when your Lord called Moses, saying: "Go to 
the unjust people. 

11. "The people of Pharaoh. Will they not fear 
[Allah]?" 

12. He said: "My Lord! I fear that they will belie me. 

13. "And I shall be aggrieved, and my tongue will not 
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speak fluently, so send for Aaron [to help me]. 

14. "And they have a crime against me, so I fear that 
they will kill me." 

15. He said: "No! Go with Our signs. We shall be with 
you listening. 

16. "And go together to Pharaoh and say: 'We are the 
messengers of the Lord of the worlds. 

17. "'Let the Children of Israel go with us.'" 

18. He [Pharaoh] said: "Did we not rear you among us 
as a child? And you dwelt many years of your life 
among us. 

19. "And you did that deed which you did, and you 
were of one of the ungrateful?" 
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20. He said: "I did it then, when I was astray. 

2i. "Then I fled from you when I feared you, and my 
Lord has given me judgement, and has made me one 
of His messengers. 

22. "And this is a past favor with which you reproach 
me; that you have enslaved the Children of Israel." 

23. Pharaoh said: "And what is the Lord of the 
Worlds?" 



24. [Moses] said: "The Lord of the heavens and the 
earth and all that is between them, if you only had cer- 
titude." 

25. He [Pharaoh] said to those around him: "Do you 
not hear?" 

26. He [Moses] said:. "Your Lord, and the Lord of your 

forefathers." - . 

27. He [Pharaoh] said: "This messenger of yours who 
has been sent to you is indeed a madman." 

28. He said: "The Lord of the East and the West and all 
that is between them, if you but understood." 

29. He [Pharaoh] said: "If you choose a god other than 
Me, I shall make you prisoner." 

30. He said: "Even if I showed something clear?" 

31. He said: "Produce it then, if you are truthful!" 

32. So he cast down his staff, and it became a serpent 
manifest, 

33. And he drew forth his hand, and it was white to 
the beholders. 

34. He said to the council about him: "This is indeed a 
learned magician, 

35. "Who would drive you out of your land by his 
magic. Now what should we do?" 

36. They said: "Put him off [keep him] and his broth- 
er, and send into the cities summoners, 

37. "Who shall bring to you every learned magician." 

38. So the magicians were gathered together at a set 
time on a day appointed. 

39. And it was said unto the people: "Will you also 
gather?" 
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40. [They said]: "Yes, so that we may follow the magi- 
cians, if they are the winners." 

41. And when the magicians came they said unto 
Pharaoh: "Will there be a reward for us if we are the 
winners?" 

42. He said: "Yes, and you shall be of those that are 
near to me." 

43. Moses said to them: "Throw what you are going to 
throw!" 

44. Then they threw down their cords and their staves 
and said: "By Pharaoh's might, we shall be the win- 
ners!" 

45. Then Moses threw his staff, and it swallowed their 
falsehoods. 

46. And the magicians were flung prostrate. 

47. They said: "We believe in the Lord of the Worlds. 

48. "The Lord of Moses and Aaron." 

49. [Pharaoh] said: "Will you believe in him before I 
give you leave? He must be your master who taught 
you magic! But you shall come to know. I will cut off 
your hands and your feet alternately, and I will crucify 
you all!" 

50. They said: "It matters not, for, we are returning to 
our Lord. 

51. "We hope that our Lord will forgive us our sins, 
because we are the first of the believers." 

52. And We revealed to Moses, saying: "Take away My 
servants by night, for you will be pursued." 

53. Then Pharaoh sent into the cities summoners. 
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54. "These are but a little troop. 

55. "And they have offended us. 

56. "And we have mustered and are on our guard." 

57. Thus did We expel them away from gardens and 
water-springs, 

58. And treasures and a fair estate. 

59. Thus [were those things taken from them] and We 
caused the Children of Israel to inherit them. 

60. And they pursued them at sunrise. 
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6i. And when the two hosts saw each other, those 
with Moses said: "We shall surely be overtaken." 

62. He said: "No! My Lord is with me. He will guide 
me." 

63. Then We revealed to Moses: "Strike the sea with 
your staff!" And it parted, and each part was like a 
great mountain. 

64. Then We brought the others near to that place. 

65. And We saved Moses and all those with him. 



66. Then We drowned the others. 

67. Surely in that is a sign, yet most of them will not 
believe. 

68. And your Lord, He is indeed the August, the Com- 
passionate. /; ■ • 

69. And recite to them the story of Abraham. 

70. When he said to his father and his people: "What 
do you worship?" 

71. They said: "We worship idols, and we are ever 
attached to them." 

72. He said: "Do they hear you when you call upon 
them? 

73. "Or do they benefit or harm you?" 

74. They said: "No, but we found our fathers so 
doing." 

75. He said: "Do you see those you have been worship- 
ping? 

76. "You and your forefathers! 

77. "They are [all] an enemy to me, save the Lord of 
the Worlds. 

78. "Who created me, and Who guides me. 

79. "And Who feeds me and gives me to drink. 

80. "And when I fall ill He cures me. 

81. "And Who causes me to die, then gives me life 
again. 

82. "And Who, I hope, will forgive me my sin on the 
Day of Judgement. 

83. "My Lord! Grant me wisdom and let me join the 
virtuous. 
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84. "And give me a reputation of truth among later 
generations. 

85. "And make me among the inheritors of the Gar- 
den of Delight. 

86. "And forgive my father, for he was astray. 

87. "And abase me not on the day when they are 
raised, 

88. "The day when wealth and sons avail not. 

89. "Save him who brings to Allah a heart that is 
whole." 

90. And ±e Garden will be brought near for those 
who fear [Allah]. 

91. And hell will appear plainly to the perverse. 

92. And it will be said to them: "Where is that you 
used to worship, 

93. "Instead of Allah? Can they help you, or help 
themselves?" 

94. Then they will be hurled therein, they and the 
seducers. 

95. And all the hosts of Satan. 

96. And they will say, as they quarrel therein. 

97. "By Allah, we were but in manifest error, 

98. "When we made you equal with the Lord of the 
Worlds. 

99. "It was but the criminals who misled us. 

100. "Now we have no intercessors. 

101. "Nor any close friend. 

102. "If only we had another turn [on earth], that we 
might be of the believers." 

103. In this is indeed a sign, yet most of them do not 
believe. 

104. And your Lord, He is indeed the August, the 
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Compassionate. 

105. Noah's people belied the messengers. 

106. When their brother Noah said unto them: "Will 
you not fear [Allah]? 

107. "I am a to you a trustworthy messenger. 

108. "So fear Allah, and obey me! 

109. "And I ask of you no wage for this; my wage is 
but from the Lord of the Worlds. 

110. "So fear Allah, and obey me!" 

in. They said: "Shall we believe in you, whom the 
vilest follow?" 
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ii2. He said: "I have no knowledge of what they have 
been doing. 

113. "Their reckoning is my Lord's, if you but knew. 

114. "And I am not to drive away the believers. 

115. "I am only a clear warner." 

116. They said: "If you cease not, Noah, you will 
surely be among those stoned." 

117. He said: "My Lord! My people belie me. 

118. "Therefore judge between us clearly, and save me 



and those'believers-wiib are with : -me. "•■" r - ' • • '• " • " 

119. And We saved him and those with him in the 
laden ship. 

120. Then We drowned the others. 

121. In this is indeed a sign, yet most of them do not 

believe. 

122. And your Lord, He is indeed the August, the 
Compassionate. 

123. [The tribe of] c Ad belied the Messengers. 

124. When their brother Hud said to them: "Will you 
not fear [Allah?] 

125. "I am to you a trustworthy Messenger. 

126. "So fear Allah and obey me! 

127. "And I ask of you no wage for this; my wage is 
but from of the Lord of the Worlds. 

128. "Do you build on every high place a monument 
for vain delight? 

129. "And make strongholds, as if you will last forev- 
er? 

130. "And if you seize by force, seize ruthlessly? 

131. "So fear Allah, and obey me! 

132. "Fear Him who has supplied you with [the good 
things] that you know, 

133. "Supplied you with cattle and sons 

134. "And gardens and water springs. 

135. "I fear for you the torment of a formidable day." 

136. They said: "It is all one to us whether you counsel 
or not. 



373 



ASH-SHU C A R A ' ° 2 6 



tmm^ 



137. "This is but a fable of the men of old. 

138. "And we shall not be tormented." 

139. They belied him; so We destroyed them. In this is 
indeed a sign, yet most of them do not believe. 

140. And your Lord, He is indeed the August, the 
Compassionate. 

141. [The tribe of] Thamud belied the Messengers; 

142. When their brother Salih said unto them: "Will 
you not fear [Allah]? 

143. "I am to you a trustworthy messenger. 

144. "So fear Allah and obey me! 

145. "And I ask of you no wage for this; my wage is 
but from the Lord of the Worlds. 

146. "Will you be left secure in that which is here, 

147. "In gardens and watersprings, 

148. "And tilled fields and palm [trees], the fruit of 
which are soft, 

149. "And you carve houses out of mountains, skillful- 
ly? 

150. "So fear Allah and obey me! 

151. "And obey not the command of the transgressors. 

152. "Who spread corruption in the earth, and do no 
good." 

153. "They said: "You are but one of the bewitched; 

154. You are but a human being like us. So bring a 
sign if you are truthful." 

155. He said: "This she-camel. She has the right to 
drink at the well, and you have the right to drink, each 
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on an appointed day, 

156. "And touch her not with ill lest the torment of a 
formidable day seize you." 

157. But they hamstrung her, then regretted it. 677 

158. So the torment came on them. In this is indeed a 
sign, yet most of them do not believe. 

159. And your Lord! He is indeed the August, the Com- 
passionate. 



6 77 Their regrets were too late. They had themselves asked for a 
sign The sign had been given them in the she-camel, which their 
prophet Salih had put forward as a test case. Would they, through 
that symbol, respect the law of equity by which all people had right 
in water and in the gifts of nature? They refused to respect that 
law, and committed sacrilege by deliberately killing the she-camel. 
They themselves came to an evil end. 
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160. The people of Lot belied the messengers. 

161. When their brother Lot said to them: "Will you 
not fear [Allah]? 

162. "I am a trustworthy Messenger. 

163. "So fear Allah and obey me! 

164. "And I ask of you no wage for this; my wage is 
but from the Lord of the Worlds. 

165. "What! Of all creatures do you come unto the 
males? 



166. "Arid leave the wives your Lord "created foryou? 
No, but you are people who transgress." 

167. They said: "If you cease not, Lot, you will soon 
be of the outcast." 

168. He said: "I am of those who hate your conduct. 678 

169. "My Lord! Save me'afrd my family from what they 
do." 

170. So We saved him and all his family, 

171. Except an aged woman who remained behind. 

172. Then We destroyed the others. 

173. And We rained on them a rain. And dreadful is 
the rain of those who have been warned. 

174. In this is indeed a sign, yet most of them do not 
believe. 

175. And your Lord, He is indeed the August, the 
Compassionate. 

176. The dwellers in the wood [of Madyan] belied the 
Messengers. 

177. When Shu c ayb said unto them: "Will you not fear 
[Allah]? 

178. "I am to you a trustworthy Messenger, 

179. "So fear Allah, and obey me! 

180. "And I ask of you no wage for it; my wage is but 
from the Lord of the Worlds. 

181. "Give full measure, and be not of those who 
cheat 679 

182. "And weigh with the true balance. 

183. "Wrong not the people in their goods, and do not 
spread corruption in the earth. 



678 He was only among them from a stern sense of duty. The 
whole atmosphere there was detestable to him; and he was glad to 
escape when duty no longer demanded his presence there. He 
prayed for deliverance from such surroundings. 

679 They were a commercial people but they were given to fraud, 
injustice, and wrongful mischief. They are asked to fear Allah and 
follow his ways; it is He who also created their predecessors 
among mankind, who never prospered by fraud and violent 
wrongdoing. 
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184. "And fear Him Who created you and the genera- 
tions of the men of old." 

185. They said: "You are but one of the bewitched; 

186. "You are but a human being like us, and we think 
you are a lair. 

"187. "So make fragments of -the sky fall upon us, if you 
are truthful." 

188. He said: "My Lord knows best what you do." 

189. But they belied him, so there came on them the 
torment of the day of gloom. It was the torment of a 
formidable day. 

190. In this is indeed a sign; yet most of them do not 
believe. 

191. And your Lord, He is indeed the August, the Com- 
passionate. 

192. And it is a sending down from the Lord of the 
Worlds, 

193. Brought down by the Trustworthy Spirit, 

194. Upon your heart, that you may be one of the 
warners, 

195. In Arabic speech. 

196. And it is in the Scriptures of the men of old. 680 

197. Is it not a sign for them that the scholars of the 
Children of Israel know it? 681 

198. And if We had sent it down to a non-Arab, 

199. And he had recited it to them, they would not 
have believed in it. 

200. Thus have We caused it to affect the hearts of the 
sinners. 



680 The word Zubur, used here, is a plural of Zabur, which is 
mentioned in the Qur'an as the Book revealed to the prophet 
David. It has also been used in the Qur'an in the generic sense of a 
"Book" [54:52]. Here the word refers to the earlier revelation. 

681 The Jews knew, from their Scripture, that a Prophet had been 
promised to Arabia. 
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201. They will not believe in it till they behold the 
painful torment, 

202. So that it will come upon them suddenly, while 
they are unaware. 

203. Then they will say: "Are we to be reprieved?" 

204. Would they hasten on Our punishment? 

205. Were We to allow them to enjoy themselves for 
long years, 

206. And then comes that which they are promised, 
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207. What they enjoyed will avail them nothing. 

208. And We destroyed no township but it had its 
warners. 

209. As a reminder, for We were never unjust. 

210. The devils did not send it down. 

211. It is not meet for them, nor is it in their power, 

212. They are prevented from hearing. 



213. Therefore call not with Allah another god, lest 
you be one of the tormented. 

214. And warn your near kindred, , ; , 

215. And lower your wing [in kindness] to those 
believers who follow you. 

216. And if they disobey you, say: "I am innocent of 
what you do." 

217. And put your trust in the August, the Compas- 
sionate. 

218. Who sees you when you stand up [to pray], 

219. And [sees] your movements among those who 
fall prostrate [in worship]. 

220. He is the Hearer, the Knowing. 

221. Shall I inform you upon whom the devils 
descend? 

222. They descend on every deceitful sinner, 

223. They listen eagerly, but most of them are liars. 682 

224. As for poets, the erring follow them. 683 

225. Have you not seen how they stray in every valley, 

226. And how they say that which they do not do? 

227. Save those who believe and do good works, and 
remember Allah much, and vindicate themselves after 
they have been wronged. The unjust will come to 
know what end will be theirs! 



682 Since timeimniemorial, whenever those with vested interests 
wish to deny the truth, they explain it away using such causes as are 
acceptable to their culture. The pagans of Makkah accuse the 
Prophet of receiving the Qur'an from the devils, of being a magician 
or a poet. Allah answers them by pointing out that the Qur'an origi- 
nates in the Eternal Divine Presence, way beyond the possibilities of 
the devils. All the devils could do was to spy upon the dwellers of the 
heavens and bring the news to those who listen to them. With the 
birth of the Prophet, this was severely curtailed, so that the various 
priests, sorcerers, soothsayers, etc. lost their only source of infor- 
mation. The devils, by nature, are incapable of penetrating the 
worlds of light, the worlds that really matter, let alone the Divine 
Presence. 



683 Poets are generally dreamers who either invent or greatly 
exaggerate real events, or, as: is more usual, speak only of trivial 
and irrelevant sentiments, thus wasting people's time, teaching 
them to ascribe importance to the trivial. and leading them astray. 

However, the poets who defended Islam against the slanders of 
the pagans, who retaliated after being attacked, who inflicted 
moral damage on the enemy, those were praises by Allah and His 
Messenger. The Prophet placed a pulpit in his mosque for Hassan 
ibn Thabit to respond to the pagans, and gave Ka c b ibn Zuhayr his 
cloak when he praised him. 

The pagans, as Allah states, will eventually find out for them- 
selves how true were the poems of the Muslims and how illusory 
were their own. 
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SURAH 27 

AN-NAML 
Revealed at Makkah 



THE ANT 



In the name of Allah, the All-Merciflil, the Compassionate. 

i. Ta. Sin. These are signs of the Qur'an and a clear 
Book. 

2. A guidance and good tidings for believers. 

3. Who establish the Prayer and pay the zakat, and of 
the Hereafter are certain. 

4. As for those who believe not in the Hereafter, We 
have made their works seem fair to them so that they 
wander blindly. 

5. Those are they for whom is the evil torment, and in 
the Hereafter they will be the greatest losers. 

6. Truly you receive the Qur'an from One Wise, Know- 
ing. 

7. [Remember] when Moses said unto his family: "I 
have perceived a fire; I will bring you tidings from 
there, or a burning brand that you may warm your- 
selves." 6 ^ 

8. But when he reached it, he was called, saying: 
"Blessed is He Who is in the fire and He Who is 
around it! And Transcendent is Allah, Lord of the 
Worlds! 68 5 

9. "0 Moses! It is I, Allah, the August, the Wise, 

10. "And throw down your staff!" When he saw it quiv- 
ering as if it were a serpent, he turned to flee without 
looking back; [but it was said to him]: "0 Moses! Fear 
not! My Messengers have no fear, 

684 See verses 20:9-24. Both there and here there is a reference 
to the dawn of Revelation in the heart of Moses. Here the empha- 
sis is on the wonderful nature of the Fire and the remarkable way 
in which Moses was transformed at the touch of spiritual Light. 
He was travelling in the Sinai desert with his family. Seeking ordi- 
nary light, he came upon a Light which took him to the highest 
mysteries of Allah. No doubt all his inner history had prepared 
him for his great destiny. It is inner history that matters, and not 
the place or position of a man in the eyes of his ordinary fellows. 

685 Allah, Exalted is He, manifested His Attributes of guidance 
and speech through the fire, for He is the Guide and He is the 
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11. "Save him who has committed an injustice and 
afterward has changed evil for good. For truly, I am 
Forgiving, Compassionate. 

12. "And put your hand into your bosom, it will come 
out white without hurt. [This will be one] among nine 
signs to Pharaoh and his people." They were indeed 
corrupt. 

13. But when Our signs came unto them, plain to see, 
they said: "This is manifest magic." 



Speaker. However, lest certain limited mentalities use this verse as 
proof that He was in the fire thus ascribing location to the Infinite. 
He concludes the verse with "Transcendent is Allah, Lord of the 
Worlds." For He transcends the time and place which He crated 
and He transcends the knowledge and imagination of the human 
beings He created. 
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14. And they denied them [the signs], though they 
inwardly recognized them, for their injustice and 
pride. See then the consequence for the evil doers! 

15. And We gave knowledge to David and Solomon, 
and they said: "Praise be to Allah, Who has preferred 
us above many of His believing slaves!" 

16. And Solomon was David's heir. And he said: "0 
people! We have been taught the language of birds, 
and have been given [abundance] of all things. This 
surely is evident favor." 686 

686 Solomon not only inherited his father's kingdom but his spir- 
itual insight and the prophetic office, which do not necessarily pass 
from father to son. The spoken word of human speech is different 
from the means of communication which birds and animals have 
between each other. But no man can doubt that they have means of 
communication with each other, if he only observes the orderly 
fight of migratory birds or the regulated behavior of ants, bees, and 
other creatures who live in communities. Prophets and saints 
understand the language of animals and birds, as evidenced by 



17. And his armies were mustered to Solomon, of jinn, 
men, and birds, each group following upon the other; 

18. Till, when they reached the Valley of the Ants, an 
ant exclaimed: "0 ants! Enter your dwellings lest 
Solomon and his armies crush you, unaware." 

19. And [Solomon] smiled, laughing at her speech, 
and said: "My Lord, inspire me to be thankful for Your 
blessing with which You have blessed me and my par- 
ents, and to do good that shall be pleasing to You, and 
admit me, by your mercy, among your virtuous 
slaves." 

20. And he reviewed the birds, then said: "How is it 
that I see not the hoopoe, or is he among the absent? 

21. "I shall punish him severely or slay him, or he shall 
bring me a clear excuse." 

22. But he was not long in coming, and he said: "I 
have found out what you have not apprehended, and I 
come to you from Sheba with sure tidings. 



countless stories recorded in their biographies over the centuries. 
The language of the birds also symbolizes that of angels. He who 
understands this language understands the language of the higher 
worlds. 
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23. "I found a woman ruling over them, and she has 
been given [abundance] of all things, and hers is a 
mighty throne. 687 

24. "I found her and her people worshipping the sun 
instead of Allah: and the Devil has made their deeds 
seem fair to them, so barring them from the way so 
that they are not rightfully guided. 

25. "So that they worship not Allah, Who brings forth 
the hidden in the heavens and the earth, and knows 
what you conceal and what you reveal. 

26. "Allah; there is no God save Him, the Lord of the 
formidable Throne." 

27. [Solomon] said: "We shall see whether you speak 
the truth or whether you are of the liars. 

28. "Go with this letter of mine and throw it down to 
them; then drive back and see what [answer] they 
return." 

29. She said: "0 council! There has been thrown to me 
an honorable letter. 

30. "It is from Solomon, and it is: 'In the name of 
Allah the All-Merciful, The Compassionate. 

31. "'Exalt not yourselves against me, but come to me 
in surrender.'" 



687 The Queen of Sheba (by name, Bilqls, in Arabian tradition) 
came apparently from Yemen, but she had affinities with Abyssinia 
and possibly ruled over Abyssinia also. The Habasha tribe (after 
whom Abyssinia was named) came from Yemen. Between the 
southern coast of Yemen and the northeastern coast of Abyssinia 
there are only the Straits of Bab al-Mandab, barely twenty miles 
across. In the 10th or nth century B.C. there were frequent inva- 
sions of Abyssinia from Arabia, and Solomon's reign of 40 years is 
usually synchronized with b.c. 992 to 952. The Sabaean and Him- 
yarite alphabets, in which we find the South Arabian pre-Islamic 
inscriptions, passed into Ethiopic, the language of Abyssinia. The 
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32. She said: "0 council! Advise me in my case. I shall 
decide nothing without your being present with me." 

33. They said: "We possess power and we possess 
great force; but it is for you to command; so consider 
what you will command." 

34. She said: "Kings, when they enter a township, ruin 
it and make the proud among its people humble." And 
thus do they do. 

35. "But I am going to send a present to them, to see 
with what answer the messengers return." 



Abyssinians possess a traditional history called "The Book of the 
Glory of Kings" (Kebra Nagast)," which has been translated from 
Ethiopic into English by Sir E. A. Wallis Budge (Oxford, 1932). It 
gives an account of the Queen of Sheba, and her only son 
Menyelek 1 as founders of the Abyssinian dynasty. 
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39. A stalwart of the jinn said: "I will bring it to you 
before you rise from your place. I am indeed strong 
and trusty for this." 

40. He who had knowledge of the Book said: "I will 
bring it to you before your glance returns to you." 
When he saw it set in his presence, Solomon said: 
"This is of the favor of my Lord, that He may try me 
whether I shall be thankful or ungrateful. He who 
gives thanks, he only gives thanks, for [the good of] 
his own soul, and he who is ungrateful [is so only to 
his own soul's hurt], for my Lord is Rich, Gener- 



36. So when [the envoy] came to Solomon he said: 
"What! Would you help me with wealth? But that 
which Allah has given me is better than that which He 
has given you. No, it is you who exult in your gift. 

37. "Return to them. We shall come to them with 
hosts that they cannot resist, and we shall drive them 
out from there with shame, and they will be subdued." 

38. He said: "0 Council! Which of you will bring me 
her throne before they come to me, in surrender?" 



ous 



688 The Book here means the knowledge that Allah had impart- 
ed to him, which gave him control over physical forces so that 
everything was subjected to his command leave of Allah. 

689 Bilqls, having been received with honor on her arrival, and 
having accepted the transformation of her throne, placed presum- 
ably in an outer building of the Palace, is asked to enter the great 
Palace itself. Its floor was made of slabs of smooth polished glass, 
that glistened like water She thought it was water, and tucked up 
her clothes to pass through it, showing her legs. The throne was a 
demonstration of the power of the knowledge of one of Prophet 
Solomon's followers, unnamed since each Prophet was likely to 



»688 



41. He said: "Make her throne unrecognizable to her 
that we may see whether she is guided to knowing it, 
or whether she will not be among the guided." 

42. So, when she came, it was said [unto her]: "Is your 
throne like this?" She said: "It is as though it were it!" 
[And Solomon said]: "We were given the knowledge 
before her and we had surrendered [to Allah.]" 

43. But [the gods] she had worshipped instead of 
Allah had led her astray: for she was of a people who 
believed not 

44. It was said to her: "Enter the hall." And when she 
saw it she thought it was it a pool and bared her legs. 
[Solomon] said: "It is a hall, made smooth, of glass." 
She said: "My Lord! I have wronged myself, and I sur- 
render with Solomon to Allah, the Lord of the 
Worlds." 689 



have many such people among his disciples. The crystal floor was 
another subtle indication to Bilqls as to the illusory nature of her 
belief in the .divinity of the sun. Her senses saw water, her. intelli- 
gence agreed, yet both deceived her; the truth was with Solomon. 
She understood that the truth about the Absolute is to be known 
with certainty neither by the senses nor the intelligence, both of 
which may only perceive the signs which they are then forced to 
interpret, but by Revelation. At that point she accepted that 
Solomon was a Divine envoy and surrounded to Allah's will as 
revealed to him. 
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45. And We sent to Thamud their brother Salih, say- 
ing: "Worship Allah." And they became two parties, 
quarrelling. 

46. He said: "0 my people! Why will you hasten on the 
evil rather than the good? Why will you not ask Allah 
for forgiveness, that you may receive mercy?" 690 

47. They said: "We augur ill of you and those with 
you." He said: "Your augury is with Allah. No, but you 
are people that are being tried." 

48. And there were in the city nine persons who made 
mischief in the land, and no good. 

49. They said: "Swear a mutual oath by Allah that we 
will attack him and his household by night, and after- 
ward we will say to his friend: 'We witnessed not the 
destruction of his household. And we are truthful.'" 

50. So they devised a plot and We devised a plot, of 
which they were unaware. 

51. See the consequence of their plotting, for We 
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destroyed them and all their people. 

52. Those are their dwellings, empty because of their 
injustice. Herein is a sign for people who know. 

53. And We saved those who believed and feared 
[Allah]. 

54. And Lot! When he said to his people: "Will you 
commit abomination knowingly? 691 

55. "Must you practice lust with men instead of 
women? No, you are but a people that are ignorant." 



690 Disbelief and corruption bring on the wrath of Allah, where- 
as surrender to the Divine will attracts merer and blessing, both 
outwardly and inwardly. : ; ' 

691 The story of Lot is referred to elsewhere. But the point 
emphasized here is that the crime of the Cities of the Plain was 
against their own nature, and they saw its enormity, yet they 
indulged in it. His wife was not apparently a Believer. Her sympa- 
thy with the sinful people "destined her" (verse 57 below) to a 
miserable end, as she lagged behind and shared in the destruction 
of her kinsfolk. 
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56. The answer of his people was that they said: 
"Expel the household of Lot from your city, for they 
are people who purify themselves!" 

57. Then We rescued him and his household, save his 
wife: We destined her to be of those who stayed 
behind. 

58. And We rained a rain upon them. Dreadful is the 
rain of those who have been warned. 



59. Say [0 Muhammad]: "Praise to Allah, and peace 
be on His slaves whom He has chosen! Is Allah better 
or those ascribed as partners to Him?" 

60. Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth, 
and Who has sent down for you water from the sky 
wherewith We cause to spring forth joyous orchards 
whose trees it never has been yours to cause to grow? 
What? Another god with Allah? No, they are but peo- 
ple who ascribe equals [unto Him]. 

61. Is not He Who made the earth a fixed abode and 
made rivers run through it, and placed firm hills, and 
set a barrier between the two seas? What? Another god 
with Allah? No! But most of them do not know. 

62. Is not He Who answers he who is desperate and 
calls upon Him, and takes off their ills, and has made 
you vicegerents of the earth? What? Another god with 
Allah? Little do you remember! 

63. Is not He Who guides you in the darkness of the 
land and the sea, He Who sends the winds as heralds 
of His mercy? What? Another god with Allah? Exalted 
is Allah from all that they associate! 
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64. Is it not He Who originates the creation, then 
renews it, and Who provides for you from the heaven 
and the earth? What? Another god with Allah?" Say: 
"Bring your proof, if you are truthful!" 

65. Say: "None in the heavens and the earth knows the 
Unseen save Allah; and they are not aware when they 
will be raised again." 

66. No, they know nothing of the Hereafter. No, they 
are in doubt concerning it. No, they cannot see it. 

67. And those who disbelieve say: "When we have 
become dust like our fathers, shall we be raised again? 

68. "We were promised this, we and our fathers before 
us. This is nothing but fables of the men of old." 

69. Say: "Travel the land and see the end of the crimi- 
nals! 

70. "And grieve not for them, nor be in distress 
because of what they plot." 

71. And they say: "When will this promise be fulfilled, 
if you are truthful?" 

72. Say: "It may be that a part of that which you would 
hasten on is close behind you." 

73. Your Lord is full of favors for the people but most 

;. 6g2 The Jews had numerous sects. Some were altogether beyond 
the pale, e. g., the Samaritans, who had a separate Torah of their 
own. They hated the other Jews and were hated by them. But even 
in the orthodox body, there were several sects, of which the fol- 
lowing may be mentioned: (1) the Pharisees, who were literalists, 
formalists, and fatalists, and had a large body of traditional litera- 
ture, with which they overlaid the Law of Moses; (2) the 
Sadducees, who were rationalists, and seemed to have doubted the 
doctrine of the Resurrection or of a Hereafter; (3) the Essenes. 
who practiced a sort of communism and asceticism and prohibited 
marriage. About many of their doctrines they had bitter disputes, 
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of them are not thankful. 

74. And your Lord knows what their breasts hide, and 
what they reveal. 

75. And there is nothing hidden in the heaven or the 
earth but it is in a clear Book. 

76. This Qur'an narrates to the Children of Israel most 
of that concerning which they differ. 692 



which were settled by the Qur'an, which supplemented and per- 
fected the Law of Moses. It also explained clearly the nature of 
Allah and of Revelation, and the doctrine of the Hereafter. 
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77. And it is a guidance and a mercy for believers. 

78. Your Lord will surely decide between them accord- 
ing to His judgment, and He is the Mighty, the Wise. 

79. Therefore put your trust in Allah, for you are on 
manifest truth. 

80. You will not make the dead to hear, nor make the 
deaf to hear the call as they turn to flee; 

81. Nor will you lead the blind out of their error, for 
you can make none to hear save those who believe in 
Our signs and have surrendered. 



82. And when the word [the Divine threat] shall be ful- 
filled against them, We shall bring forth out of the 
earth a beast that shall speak to them: that people do 
not have certitude in our signs. 

83. And [remind them of] the Day when We shall 
gather out of every nation a party of those who denied 
Our signs, and they will be set in array. 

84. Till, when they come before their Lord, He says: 
"Did you deny My signs when you had no full knowl- 
edge of them, or what was it that you did?" 

85. And the Word shall be fulfilled against them for 
their injustice, and they will be dumb. 

86. Have they not seen how We have appointed the 
night that they may rest therein, and the day to see? 
Surely in this are signs for those who believe. 

87. And [remind them of] the Day when the Horn will 
be blown, and all who are in the heavens and the earth 
will be stricken with terror, save him whom Allah 

wills. And all will come to Him, humbled. 693 

88. And you see the mountains and think they are 
solid, yet they pass as clouds do; such is the doing of 
Allah Who perfected all things. He is Aware of what 
you do. 



693 It is said that when the archangel Scraphiel (Israfll) blows 
the Horn the first time, it will be to herald the end of life, and the 
second will be to raise the dead for reckoning. 
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89. Whoever brings a good deed will have better than 
its worth, and they will be safe from that day's terror. 

90. And whoever brings an ill deed, such will be flung 
down on their faces in the Fire. Are you being reward- 
ed other than what you did? 

91. [0 Muhammad, say:] "I am commanded to wor- 
ship the Lord of this city which He has hallowed, and 
to whom all things belong. And I am commanded to 
be a Muslim, 

92. "And to recite the Qur'an." Whoever is righdy guided 
is so for his own self; and as for him who goes astray, 
say: "I am only a warmer." 

93. And say: "Praised be Allah. He will show you His 
signs so that you shall recognize them. And your Lord 
is not unaware of what you do." 

SURAH 28 

AL-QASAS 

Repealed at Makkah 

Al-Qam takes its name from a word in verse 25. The name is more- 
over justified by the nature of the surah, which consists mostiy of 
the story of Moses, his early struggles and ultimate triumph, 
revealed at a time when the prophetic case seemed desperate. It is 
one of the last Makkan surahs, except verse 85 which was revealed 
during the Prophet's flight from Makkah to Madlnah, and verses 
52-55 revealed at Madlnah. 

THE STORY 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i.Td.Sm. MIm. 

2. These are verses of clear Book. 



6 9 4 Pharaoh needed the Israelites as a labor force, yet feared 
them lest they become too strongTor him to suppress. He kept 
them under control by slaughtering their male offspring once a 
year, then allowing the mothers to live so that they may produce 
another generation the next. 
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3. We shall recite to you something of the story of 
Moses and Pharaoh, with truth, for people who 
believe. 

4. Pharaoh exalted himself in the earth and divided its 
people into groups. Some of them he oppressed, 
killing their sons and sparing their women. He was 
indeed a worker of corruption. 694 

5. And We desired to show favor to those who were 
oppressed in the earth, and to make them leaders, and 
to make them the inheritors, , 
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6. And give them power In the earth, and show 
Pharaoh and Haman and their hosts that which they 
feared. 

y. And We inspired the mother of Moses, saying: 
"Suckle him and, when you fear for him, cast him into 
the river, and fear not nor grieve. For We shall bring 
him back to you and make him one of the messen- 
gers." 



8. Then the family of Pharaoh took him up, that he 
might become for them an enemy and a sorrow. 
Pharaoh and Haman and their hosts were sinners. 

9. And the wife of Pharaoh said: "He will be a delight 
to the eye for me and for you. Kill him not He may be 
of use to us, or we may choose him for a son." And 
they were unaware. 

10. And the heart of the mother of Moses became 
empty; and she would have betrayed herself had We 
not strengthened her heart, that she might be of the 
believers [in Allah's promise to her]. 

11. And she said to his sister: "Trace him." So she 
observed him from afar, leaving them unaware. 

12. And We had already forbidden wet-nurses to him, 
so she said: "Shall I show you a household who will 
rear him for you and take good care of him?" 695 

13. So We restored him to his mother that she might 
be comforted and not grieve, and that she might know 
that the promise of Allah is true. But most of them do 
not know. 



695 Allah caused Moses to refuse to suckle from other than his 
mother's breast, thus causing those who took him to worry about 
him and eagerly accept his sister's offer of a possible solution. 
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14. And when he reached his full strength and maturi- 
ty, We gave him wisdom and knowledge. Thus do We 
reward those who behave with excellence. 

15. And he entered the city at a time when its dwellers 
were inattentive, and he found therein two men fight- 
ing, one of his own creed and the other of his 
enemies; and he who was of his creed asked him for 
help against him who was of his enemies. So Moses 
struck him with his fist and killed him. He said: "This 
is of the devil's doing, he is indeed a manifestly mis- 
leading enemy." 696 

16. He said: "My Lord! I have wronged myself, so for- 
give me." Then He forgave him, for He is the 
Forgiving, the Compassionate. 

17. He said: "My Lord! For Your blessings upon me, 1 
will not be a supporter of the criminals." 

18. And morning found him in the city, fearful, vigi- 
lant; when he who had appealed to him the day before 
cried out to him for help. Moses said unto him: "You 
are manifestly astray!" 

19. And when he would have fallen upon the man who 
was an enemy to them both, he said: "0 Moses! 

696 This may have been either the time of the noontime siesta, 
when all business is suspended even now in Egypt, or the time of 
night, when people are usually asleep. The latter is more probable, 
in view of verse 18 below. But there is also another suggestion. A 
guest in a Palace is not free to wander about at will in the plebeian 
quarters of the City at all sorts of hours, and this applies even 
more to an inmate of the Palace brought up as a son. Moses was 
therefore visiting the City privately and eluding the guards. His 
object may have been to see for himself how things were going on; 
perhaps he had heard that his people were being oppressed, as we 
may suppose that he had retained contact with his mother. 
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Would you kill me as you killed another soul yester- 
day? You want nothing but to be a tyrant in the land; 
you do not want to do good." 

20. And a man came from the farthest part of the city, 
running. He said: "O Moses! Now the council is plot- 
ting against you to slay you, therefore escape. Indeed I 
am of those who give you good advice." 

21. So he departed from it, fearful, vigilant. He said: 
"My Lord! Deliver me from the unjust!" 



He only wished to push the Egyptian so as to release, the 
Israelite, not to kill him. In fact his .blow killed. the Egyptian. This 
was unfortunate in more ways than one. His visit to the City was 
clandestine; he had taken the side of the weaker and despised 
party; and he had taken the life of an Egyptian. 
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22. Then when he began heading toward Madyan, he 
said: "May my Lord guide me to the even path!" 

23. And when he reached the water of Madyan he 
found there a group of men, watering. And he found 
apart from them two women keeping back [their 
flocks]. He said: "What is with you?" They said: "We 
cannot give our flocks to drink till the shepherds 
leave; and our father is a very old man." 



24. So he watered their flock for them. Then he turned 
aside into the shade, and said: "My Lord! I am in need 
of whatever good You send down to me." 

25. Then there came to him one of the two, walking 
shyly. She said: "My father invites you, that he may 
reward you for your helping us at the water." Then, 
when he came to him and told him his story, he said: 
"Fear not! You have escaped from the unjust." 

26. One of the two women said: "0 my father! Hire 
him! For the best man that you can hire is he who is 
strong, trustworthy." 

27. He said: "I desire to marry you to one of these two 
daughters of mine, on condition that you hire yourself 
to me for eight years. Then if you complete ten it will 
be of your own accord, for I would not make it hard 
for you. Allah willing, you will find me of the virtu- 
ous." 

28. He said: "That is [agreed] between you and me. 
Whichever of the two terms I fulfil, I shall not be 
asked for more, and Allah is guardian over what we 

sav." 
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29. Then, when Moses had fulfilled the term, and was 
traveling with his housefolk, he saw in the distance a 
fire, and said to them: "Stay here, for I see in the dis- 
tance a fire; perhaps I shall bring you news from there 
or a brand from the fire that you may warm your- 
selves." 

30. When he reached it, he was called from the right 
side of the valley, in the blessed area, from the tree: "0 
Moses! It is I, Allah, the Lord of the Worlds; 

31. "Throw down your staff." And when he saw it 
writhing as if it had been a serpent, he fled and did not 
turn back, [and it was said unto him]: "0 Moses! 
Come near and fear not. You are secure. 

32. Put your hand into your bosom, it will come out 
white without hurt. And press to yourself your arm, 
not to be afraid. These shall be two proofs from your 
Lord to Pharaoh and his council, they are indeed cor- 
rupt people." 

697 It is not that Moses is not reassured from all fear on account 
of the. apparent snake which his rod had become, or from the 
sacred and unfamiliar surroundings in which he found himself. 
On this point his heart has been completely assured. But he is still 
new to his mission, and the future is obscure to his mind. Pharaoh 
was after him, to take his life, and apparendy with good cause, 
because one of Pharaoh's men had been slain at his hands. And 
now he is commanded to go to Pharaoh and rebuke him and his 
chiefs. The inner doubts and difficulties of his human mind he 
frankly lays before his Lord, and asks for a little human and visible 
support, which is grated him at once, namely, his brother Aaron. 
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33. He said: "My Lord! I killed a soul among them, 
and I fear that they will kill me. 697 

34. "My brother Aaron is more eloquent than me in 
speech. So send him with me as a helper to confirm 
me. For I fear that they will give the lie to me." 

35. He said: "We will strengthen you with your broth- 
er, and We will give both of you power so that they 
cannot reach you. By our signs, you two, and those 
who follow you, will be the victors." 
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36. So when Moses came to them with Our clear 
signs, they said: "This is nothing but forged magic. 
We never heard of this among our forefathers." 

37. And Moses said: "My Lord best knows who brings 
guidance from Him, and who shall have the best end. 
The unjust do not succeed." 

38. And Pharaoh said: "0 Council! I know of no god 
you have other than me. So, Haman, kindle me a fire 
upon the clay, then set up for me a tower that I may 
ascend to the God of Moses. I think him a liar!" 



39. And he and his hosts were arrogant in the land 
without right, thinking that they will never be brought 
back to Us. 

40. So We seized him and his hosts, then We flung 
them into the sea. See, how was the end of the unjust. 

41. And We made them leaders that invite to the Fire; 
and on the Day of Arising they will have no help. 

42. And We made a curse to follow them in this world, 
and on the Day of Arising they will be among the dis- 
graced. 

43. And We gave the Book to Moses after We 
destroyed the generations of old; to enlighten the peo- 
ple, and a guidance and a mercy, that they might 
reflect. 
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44. And you [Muhammad] were not on the western 
side [of the Mount] when We decreed to Moses the 
commandment, and you were not a witness. 

45. But We brought forth generations, and their lives 
dragged on for them. And you were not a dweller in 
Madyan reciting unto them Our signs, but We kept 
sending [messengers to men]. 

46. And you were not beside the Mount when We 
called; but [the knowledge of it is] a mercy from your 
Lord, that you might warn a people unto whom no 
warner came before you, that perhaps they may 
remember. 

47. Otherwise, if disaster should afflict them because 
of that which their own hands have sent before them, 
they might say. "Our Lord! Had you but sent a messen- 
ger to us, that we might have followed Your signs and 
been believers?" 698 

48 . But when the truth came to them from Us, they 
said: "Why is he not given the like of what was given 
unto Moses?" Did they not disbelieve in what was 



698 Now that a warner has come among them with all the 
authority that previous apostles possessed, and with all the knowl- 
edge which can only come by divine inspiration, they have no 
excuse left whatever. They cannot say, "No warner came to us." If 
any evil comes to them, as the inevitable result of their ill deeds, 
they cannot blame God and say that they were not warned. 
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given to Moses before? They said: "Two magics that 
support each other;" and they said: "In both we disbe- 
lieve." 

49. Say: "Then bring a Book from Allah that is a better 
guidance than these two that I may follow, if you are 
truthful." 

50. And if they answer you not, then know that what 
they follow is their passions. And who is farther astray 
than he who follows his passion without guidance 
from Allah? Allah does not guide the unjust. 
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51. And now We have caused the Word to reach them, 
that perhaps they might remember. 

52. Those to whom We gave the Book before it, they 
believe in it, 

53. And when it is recited to them, they say: "We 
believe in it. Surely it is the truth from our Lord. Even 
before it we had surrendered [to Allah]." 

54. These will be given their reward twice over, 
because they are patient, repel evil with good, and 
spend of what we have given them. 



699 People build civilizations and boast of progress, thinking 
they will last forever. The ruins of the mighty civilizations of the 
past ought to be a reminder that power and affluence on earth 
avail nothing against time. We are sure to die as those before us 
did. Our civilization is sure to perish as those before it did. Those 
who know that the spirit is immortal and merely moves from one 
abode to the next plan for their future life, whereas those who are 
blinded by this world and forgetful of their future life will awaken 
to the reality of their immortality after dying to this world. 



55. And when they hear idle talk they turn away from it 
saying: "We have our deeds and you have yours. Peace 
be upon you! We have no desire for the ignorant." 

56. [0 Muhammad:] You do not guide whom you like, 
but Allah guides whom He will. And He knows who is 
rightly guided. 

57. And they said: "If we were to follow the guidance 
with you we would be torn out of our land." Have We 
not established for them a safe sanctuary, to which the 
produce of all things is brought, a provision from Us? 
But most of them do not know. 

58. And how many a city have We destroyed that was 
thankless for its means of livelihood! These are their 
dwellings, which have not been inhabited after them 

save a little. And We were the inheritors. 6 " 

59. And Your Lord will not destroy the cities, till He 
sends to their mother a messenger reciting to them 
Our signs. And We will not destroy the cities unless 
their people are unjust. 
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60. And whatever you have been given is a comfort of 
the life of the world and an ornament; and that which 
Allah has is better and longer lasting. Do you not 
understand? 

61. Is he whom We have promised a fair promise 
which he will find true like him whom We suffer to 
enjoy awhile the comfort of the life of the world, then 
on the Day of Arising he will be summoned? 

62. On the Day when He shall call them and say: 
"Where are the partners whom you claimed were 
Mine?" 

63. Those upon whom the Word shall be fulfilled will 
say: "Our Lord! These are they whom we led astray: 
We led them astray even as we ourselves were astray. 
We declare our innocence before you: they never wor- 
shipped us!" 

64. And it will be said: "Call upon your partners," and 
they will call them; and they will not answer them and 
they will see the punishment. Had they but been guid- 
ed! 

65. And on the Day when He will call them and say: 
"What answer did you give the messengers?" 

66. On that day news will be kept from them, nor will 
they be able to ask one another, 

67. For who shall repent and believe and do right, he 
may be one of the successful. 
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68. Your Lord creates what He wills and chooses. They 
have no choice. Transcendent is Allah, and exalted 
above all that they associate [with Him]! 

69. And your Lord knows what their breasts conceal, 
and what they reveal. 

70. And He is Allah; there is no god save Him. His is 
all praise in the first and the last and His is the judg- 
ment, and to Him you shall be returned. 
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71. Say: "Have you thought, If Allah made night ever- 
lasting for you till the Day of Arising; what god beside 
Allah will bring you light? Will you not then hear?" 

72. Say: "Have you thought, if Allah made day everlast- 
ing for you till the Day of Arising; what god beside 
Allah will bring you night wherein you rest? Will you 
not see?" 



73. Of His mercy has He appointed for you night and 
day, that you may rest therein, that you may seek of 
His favors, and that you may be thankful 

74. And on the Day when He shall call them and say: 
"Where are the partners whom you claimed were 

Mine?" 

75. And We shall take out from every nation a witness, 
saying: "Bring your proof." Then they will know that 
the truth is Allah's, and all that they invented will fail 
them. 

76. Now Korah [Qarun] was of Moses 5 people, but he 
oppressed them; and We gave him so much treasure 
that the keys would have been a burden for a troop of 
mighty men. His people said to him: "Exult not; Allah 
loves not the exultant. 700 

77. "But seek the abode of the Hereafter in that which 
Allah has given you, and forget not your portion of the 
world, and be kind even as Allah has been kind to you, 
and seek not corruption in the earth; for Allah loves 
not corrupters." 701 



70C Qarun's boundless wealth is described in the Midrashim, or 
the Jewish compilations based on the oral teachings of the Syna- 
gogues, which, however, exaggerate the weight of the keys to be 
the equivalent of the load of 300 mules! 

Usbah: a body of men, here used indefinitely. It usually implies a 
body of 10 to 40 men. The old-fashioned keys were big and heavy, 
and if there were hundreds of treasure chests, the keys must have 
been a great weight. 



701 That is, spend your wealth in charity. and good works. It is 
Allah Who has given it to- you, and you should spend it in Allah's 
cause. Nor should you forget the legitimate needs of this life, as 
misers do. 
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78. He said: "I have been given it only on account of 
the knowledge I possess." Did he not know that Allah 
had destroyed already of the generations before him 
men who were mightier than him in strength and 
more numerous in numbers? Criminals will not be 
questioned about their sins. [Since Allah is more 
aware of them than they.] 

79. Then he came out to his people in his pomp. 
Those who desired the life of this world said: "Would 
that we had been given the like of what Korah was 
given! Indeed his good fortune is tremendous!" 

80. But those who had knowledge said: "Woe unto 
you! The reward of Allah for him who believes and 
does right is better, and only the patient obtain it." 

81. So We caused the ear± to swallow him and his 
house. Then he had none to help him against Allah, 
nor could he help himself. 

82. And in the morning, those who had desired to be 
in his place the day before cried, "Assuredly, Allah 
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increases provision for whom He wills of His slaves 
and straitens it for whom He will. Had Allah not been 
gracious to us He would have caused it to swallow us 
also. Assuredly the disbelievers never prosper." 

83. As for that Abode of the Hereafter, We assign it to 
those who seek not exaltation in the earth, nor corrup- 
tion. The good end is for the God-fearing. 

84. He who brings a good deed, his will be that which 
is better, while he who brings an evil deed, those who 
do evil deeds will be requited only what they did. 
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85. He Who has imposed upon you the Qur'an will 
return you to an appointed place. Say: "My Lord best 
knows who brings guidance and who is in error mani- 
fest" 

86. You had no hope that the Book would be inspired 
in you, but it is a mercy from your Lord, so never be a 
helper to the disbelievers. 

87. And let them not divert you from the signs of Allah 
after they have been sent down to you, but call to your 
Lord, and be not of those who associate. 



88. And call not upon any other god with Allah. There 
is no god save He. Everything perishes save His coun- 
tenance. His is the-jtrdgment,..and to Him you will be 
returned. 702 



surah 29 
AL- C ANKABUT 

Reuealed at Makkah 

AI- c Ankabut, "The Spider," takes its name from verse 41 where false 
beliefs are likened to the spider's web for frailty. Most of this surah 
belongs to the middle or last Makkan period. 

THE SPIDER 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Altf. Lam. MIm. 

2. Do people imagine that they will be left alone 
because they say: "We believe," and [that they] will not 
be tried? 

3. We tried those who were before them. Allah shall 
know those who are sincere, and He shall know the 
liars. 703 

4. Or do those who do evil deeds imagine that they can 
outstrip Us? Wretched is how they judge! 

5. He who hopes to meet Allah [let him know that] 
Allah's reckoning is surely coming, and He is the 
Hearer, the Knowing. 

6. And he who strives only for himself, for Allah is 
altogether Independent of the worlds. 



702 This sums up the lesson of the whole surah. The only Eternal 
Reality is Allah. The whole phenomenal world is subject to flux 
and change and will pass away, but He will endure forever. The 
consequence of knowing this is that one has no alternatives but to 
find out Who this Eternal Reality is, what It wants of us, how to 
please It, and how to return to It. For only in the Absolute can the 
relative find beatitude. Only in the Creator can the creature find 
support and provision outwardly, and light and satisfaction 
inwardlv. 



703 Allah's knowledge is eternal, pre-existent, but the knowl-, 
edge in question here pertains to what creatures 1 do after they had„ 
been brought out from non-existence into existence and given a 
certain degree of free will. Its importance is that it will be a witness 
against them when they eventually reach the final judgement. 
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7. And as for those who believe and do good works, 
We shall remit from them their sins and repay them 
according to the best of what they did. 

8. We have enjoined on mankind kindness to parents; 
but if they try to force you to associate with Me that of 
which you have no knowledge, then obey them not. To 
Me is your return, and I shall tell you what you used to 
do. 

9. As for those who believe and do good works, We 
shall make them join the virtuous. 

10. Among people are they who say: "We believe in 
Allah/' but, if made to suffer for the sake of Allah, 
equate the persecution of mankind with Allah's tor- 
ment; and then, if victory comes from your Lord, will 
say: "We were with you." Does not Allah know best 
what is in the breasts of [His] creatures? 

11. Allah shall know those who believe, and He shall 
know the hypocrites. 

12. Those who disbelieve say to those who believe: 
"Follow our path and we shall bear your sins [for 



704 They will bear their own loads, which are their sins, and 
other loads besides these, which are the sins they caused others to 
commit either by tempting them, convincing them that they were 
trivia, that there is time aplenty to repent and do good, or that 
these were not sins at all, but legitimate acts that they were free to 
choose to commit. In such cases, both the tempter and the tempt- 
ed receive the same punishment. 
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you]." They can bear none of their sins. They are but 
liars. 

13. But they will bear their own loads and other loads 
beside their own, and they will be questioned on the 
Day of Arising concerning that which they made up. 7 ° 4 

14. And We sent Noah as Our messenger unto his peo- 
ple, and he continued with them for a thousand years 
save fifty years; and the flood engulfed them, for they 
were unjust. 
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15. And We rescued him and those with him in the 
ship and made of it a sign for all people. 

16. And Abraham! When he said unto his people: 
"Worship Allah, and fear Him; that is better for you if 
you but knew." 

17. You worship idols instead of Allah, and you only 
invent a lie. Those whom you serve instead of Allah 
own no provision for you. So seek your provision from 
Allah, worship Him, and thank Him; to Him you will 
be returned. 



18. But if you belie, then nations have belied before 
you. The messenger's [duty] is only to convey clearly. 

19. Do they not see how Allah begins creation, then 
repeats it? That is easy for Allah! 

20. Say: Travel in the land and see how He began cre- 
ation, then Allah creates the second creation. Allah 
indeed is Able to do all things. 

21. He punishes whom He wills and shows mercy to 
whom He wills, and to Him you will be brought back. 

22. You shall not escape [from Him] in the earth or in 
the sky, and other than Allah there is for you neither 
ally nor helper. 

23. Those who disbelieve in the signs of Allah and in 
their Meeting with Him, these have despaired of My 
mercy. For those there will be a painful torment. 
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24. But the answer of his people was only that they 
said: "Kill him or burn him!" But Allah saved him 
from the fire. In this are signs for people who believe. 

25. He said: "You have chosen idols instead of Allah. 
The love between you is only in the life of the world. 
Then on the Day of Resurrection you will deny each 
other and curse each other, and your abode will be the 
Fire, and you will have no helpers." 705 

26. And Lot believed him, and said: "I shall emigrate 
to my Lord. Indeed He is the August, the Wise." 706 

27. And We bestowed on him Isaac and Jacob, and We 
established the Prophethood and the Book among his 



705 Sinful men humor each other and support each other; they 
call each other's vices by high-sounding names. The/ call it mutual 
regard or friendship or love; at the lowest, they call it toleration. 
Perhaps they flourish in this life by such arts. But they deceive them- 
selves, and they deceive each other, since only those whose regard 
and support for each other were based on faith and virtue will be 
able to support and intercede for each other in the life to come, 
since they will not have to worry about constraints and punishment. 
On the other hand, those whose relationships were built on pleas- 
ure-seeking and selfishness will not hesitate to point accusing 
fingers at each other: "He made me do this! He made me do that!" 
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seed, and We gave him his reward in this world, and, 
in the Hereafter, he verily was of the virtuous. 

28. And Lot! When he said to his people: "You commit 
obscenity such as no creature did before you. 

29. "Do you come unto men, and rob on the highway, 
and practice wickedness in your meetings?" But the 
answer of his people was that they said: "Bring Allah's 
torment upon us, if you are truthful!" 

30. He said: "My Lord! Give me victory over people 
who work corruption." 



706 Lot was a nephew of Abraham. He adhered to Abraham's 
"teaching and faith antaccepted voluntary'exile with him, for Abra- • 
ham left the home of his fathers in Chaldaea and migrated to Syria 
and Palestine, where God gave him increase and prosperity, and a 
numerous family, who called the people to Allah and were living 
examples of faith, virtue, and hospitality. Lot was a Prophet in his 
own right, but it was Abraham who was destined to become the 
"Father of the Prophets," for all the Prophets of the Middle East 
were his descendants, including the Seal of Prophecy, Muham- 
mad, may blessings and peace be upon him. 
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31. And when Our messengers brought Abraham the 
good news, they said: "We are about to destroy the 
people of that city, for its people are unjust." 707 

32. He said: "Lot is there." They said: "We know best 
who is there. We shall save him and his household, all 
save his wife, who is of those who stay behind." 

33. And when Our messengers came to Lot, he was 
troubled on their account, and distressed by their 



presence; but they said: "Fear not, nor grieve! For we 
are to deliver you and your household, save your wife, 
who is of those who stay behind." 

34. We are about to bring down upon the people of 
this city punishment from the sky because of their cor- 
ruption. 

35. And We have left a clear sign for people who 
understand. 708 

36. And to Madyan We sent Shu c ayb, their brother. He 
said: "0 my people! Worship Allah, and look forward 
to the Last Day, and do not spread corruption in the 
land." 

37. But they belied him, and the quake took them, and 
morning found them prostrate in their houses. 

38. And [the tribes of] c Ad and Thamud! [Their fate] is 
manifest to you from their [ruined and deserted] 
dwellings. The Devil made their deeds seem fair to 
them, and so debarred them from the Way, though 
they were able to see. 



7°7 The angels, who were coming on the mission to destroy the 
people who were polluting the earth with their crimes, called on 
their way on Abraham to give the good tidings of the birth of a son 
to him in his old age. 

708 7}^ w hole tract on the east side of the Dead Sea (where the 
cities were situated) is covered with sulphurous salts and is deadly 
to animal and plant life. The Dead Sea itself is called in Arabic Bahr 
Lut (the sea of Lot). It is a scene of utter desolation that should 
stand as a symbol of the destruction that awaits sin. 
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39. And Korah, Pharaoh, and Haman! Moses came to 
them with clear proofs. They were supreme in the 
land. But they could never outstrip [their punish- 
ment] . 

40. Each of them we seized for his sin; on some we 
loosed a squall of pebbles; others were seized by the 
Cry. Some We caused the earth to swallow, and some 
We drowned. It was not for Allah to wrong them, but 
they wronged themselves. 

41. The likeness of those who choose other allies than 
Allah is as the likeness of the spider when she makes 
to herself a house, and the frailest of all houses is the 
spider's house, if they but knew. 

42. Allah knows what thing they invoke instead of 
Him. He is the August, the Wise. 
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43. These examples, We coin them for mankind, but 
none understand them save those who have knowl- 
edge. 

44. Allah created the heavens and the earth with the 
truth. In this is a sign for believers. 

45. Recite that which has been revealed to you of the 
Book, and establish the ritual Prayer, for the ritual 
Prayer preserves from lewdness and sins, but the 
remembrance of Allah is greater. And Allah knows 
what you do. 
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48. And you [0 Muhammad] did not recite a book 
before it, nor did you write it with your right hand, for 
then the seekers of falsehood would have had misgiv- 
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46. Muslims! Do not argue with the People of the 
Book except in the best of ways, save with such of 
them who are unjust; and say: "We believe in that 
which has been sent down to us and that which has 
been down to you; our God and your God is One, and 
to Him we surrender." 

47. Thus We have sent down to you the Book, and 
those to whom We gave the Book, they believe in it; 
and of these there are some who believe in it. And 
none deny Our signs save the disbelievers. 709 

7°9 Sincere Jews and Christians found in the Prophet a fulfill- 
ment of their own religion. Embassies were sent by the Prophet in 
the 6th and 7th years of the Hijrah to all the principal countries 
round Arabia, viz., the capital of the Byzantine Empire (Constan- 
tinople), the capital of the Persian Empire, Syria, Abyssinia, and 
Egypt. All these, except Persia, were Christian countries. An 
embassy was also sent to Yamama in Najd, to the Banu Hanlfah 
tribe, and another to the Harith tribe of Najran who voluntarily 
sent an embassy to Madlnah. All these countries, except Abyssinia, 
eventually became Muslim, and Abyssinia itself has a considerable 
Muslim population now and sent some Muslim converts to 
Madlnah in the time of the Prophet. 



ings 

49. But it is clear signs in the hearts of those who have 
been given knowledge, and none deny Our signs save 
the unjust. 

50. And they said: "If only signs were sent down upon 
him from his Lord?" Say: "Signs are with Allah, and I 
ambutaclearwarner." 

51. Is it not enough for them that We have sent down 
to you the Book which is recited to them? In this is a 
mercy and a reminder for people who believe. 

52. Say: "Allah suffices for a witness between you and 
me. He knows what is in the heavens and the earth. 
And those who believe in falsehood and disbelieve in 
Allah, they are the losers." 



710 The Prophet was not a learned man. Before the Qur'an was 
revealed to.him, he never claimed to have any teachings of his own. 
He was not in the habit of preaching as from a book, before he 
received his Revelation, nor was he able to write with his own hand. 
If he had had these gifts, there would have been some plausibility in 
the charge of his enemies, both then and now, that he spoke not 
from revelation but from other people's books, or that he composed 
the beautiful verses of the Qur'an himself and committed them to 
memory in order to recite them to people. The circumstances in 
which the Qur'an came bear their own testimony to its truth as from 
a suprahuman source. 
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53. And they ask you to hasten the torment; had a term 
not been appointed, the torment would have already 
taken them. It shall come suddenly when they are 
unaware. 

54. They bid you hasten on the torment; hell shall 
surely encompass the disbelievers. 

55. On the day when the torment will overwhelm them 
from above them and from underneath their feet, and 
He will say: "Taste what you used to do!" 

56. My servants who believe! My earth is spacious. 
Therefore worship only me! 

57. Every soul will taste of death. Then to Us you will 
be returned. 711 

58. Those who believe and do good works, them 
indeed We will house in lofty dwellings in the Garden, 
under which rivers flow. There they will dwell secure. 
How excellent shall be the wage of those who labor. 

59. Those who persevere, and put their trust in their 
Lord! 

60. And how many an animal there is that bears not its 
own provision! Allah provides for it and for you. He is 
the Hearing, the Knowing. 712 

61. And if you were to ask them: "Who created the 
heavens and the earth, and subjected the sun and the 
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moon?" they would say: "Allah." Why then are they 
lying? 

62. Allah increases the provision for whom He wills of 
His servants and straitens it for whom He wills. Allah 
has knowledge of all things. 

63. And if you were to ask them: "Who causes water to 
come down from the sky, thus reviving the earth after 
its death?" they would say: "Allah." Say: "Praised be 
Allah!" But most of them do not understand. 



711 There is no excuse for anyone to plead that he could not do 
good or was forced to evil by his circumstances and surroundings, 
or by the fact that he lived in evil times. We must follow the truth, 
and Allah's earth is wide enough to enable us to do that, provided 
we have the will, the patience, and the constancy to do it. It may be 
that we have to change our village or city or country; or that we 
have to change our neighbors or associates; or to change our 
habits or our hours, our position in life or our human relation- 
ships, or our callings. The truth is not cheap and he who truly 
wants it must be willing to pay the price. 



712 If we look at the animal kingdom we see that many creatures 
seem almost helpless to find their own food or protect themselves,* 
being surrounded by enemies. Yet Allah provides for them and 
preserves their lives and the balance of their ecological environ- 
ment. If we know that there is only One Power acting in the 
universe, then we must learn from observation that It looks after 
every single creature to the fullest. Why will It not look after us as 
thoroughly, fulfilling all our worldly needs, freeing us to search 
for the lights of the spiritual worlds? 
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64. The life of this world is but a pastime and a game. 
The home of the Hereafter, that is Life, if they but 
knew. 

65. And when they embark on a ship they pray to 
Allah, sincerely faithful to Him; but when He brings 
them safe to land, they associate partners [unto Him]. 

66. Let them disbelieve in what We gave them, and let 
them enjoy themselves, for will come to know. 

67. Have they not seen that We have appointed a 
secure sanctuary while people are ravaged all around 



them? Will they believe in falsehood and disbelieve in 
the blessings of Allah? 

68. Who does greater injustice than he who invents a 
lie concerning Allah, or denies the truth when it 
comes to him? Is there not a home in hell for disbe- 
lievers? . 

69. As for those who strive in Us, We will guide them 
to Our paths; and verily. Allah is with those who 
behave with excellence. 

SURAH 30 

•AR-RUM " . 
Reuealed at Malckah - 

Ar-Rum, "The Romans," takes its name from a word in the second 
verse. The armies of the Eastern Roman Empire had been defeated 
by the Persians in all the territories near Arabia. In the year 613 
Jerusalem and Damascus fell and in the following year Egypt. A 
Persian army invaded Anatolia and was threatening Constantino- 
ple itself in the year 615 or 616, the sixth or seventh year before the 
Hijrah when, according to the best authorities, this surah was 
revealed at Makkah. The pagan Arabs triumphed to the news of 
the Persian victories over the Prophet and his followers, because 
the Christian Romans were believers in a Divine Revelation, 
whereas the Persians ; were not. They argued that the power of 
Allah could not be supreme and absolute as the Prophet kept pro- 
claiming it to be, since the forces of a pagan empire had been able 
to defeat His worshippers. 

THE ROMANS 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. AH/, Lam. Mim. 

2. The Romans have been defeated. . 

3. In the nearer land,- and they, after their defeat, will 
be victorious, 

4. Within a few years. To Allah belongs the matter, 
firstly and lastly, and on that day believers will rejoice, 

5. In Allah's given victory. He gives victory to whom 
He wills. He is the August, the Compassionate. 
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6. A promise from Allah. Allah never breaks His prom- 
ises, but most of mankind does not know. 

7. They know only certain appearances of the life of 
this world, and are unaware of the Hereafter. 

8. Have they not reflected upon themselves? Allah cre- 
ated not the heavens and the earth, and what is 
between them, save with truth and an appointed term. 
But many people disbelieve in the meeting with their 
Lord. 

9. Have they not traveled in the land and seen the end 
of those who were before them? They were stronger 
than they in power, and they dug the earth and built 
upon it more than they have built. Their Messengers 
came to them with clear proofs. Allah wronged them 
not, but they wronged themselves. 713 

10. Evil was the consequence to those who dealt in 
evil, because they denied the signs of Allah and 
mocked them. 

11. Allah begins creation, then He repeats it; then to 
Him you will be returned. 



Is* 



oy^\cy,)^bh 

rsn . . j . . . . 4. < ^ y 



K\ 






/£s s£s 4£> *■**> "*> '<**> '-**■ >& ^ v 4££> y ^> <& ^ ^N ^N ^^ -^ 4SS "2SS *£>■ 

/ v>ovv- v/> w/ \y> w xw w/ \v/ wv w/ \v/ vw w/ vw xw \v/ J^^^J ^^^ 

i 
i 

1 

® 

$ 

® 
n 
$ 



' wy w \>y "wx \v/ wx vw \yy \v/ xvy v*v v^x \v/ - 



12. The day when the Hour comes, criminals will 
despair. 

13. There will be no intercessors for them of those 
whom they made partners [with Allah]. They will then 
reject their partners. 

14. The day when the Hour comes; in that day they will 
be separated. 

15. As for those who believed and did good works, 
they will be in meadows, joyful. 



713 Those who journeyed out from Makkah, northward into 
Mesopotamia and Syria, or southward .to the Yemen and Hadra- 
mawt, saw the ruins of old civilizations which, tradition told them, 
had been destroyed on account of their corruption and disobedi- 
ence to the will of Allah. 
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16. As for those who disbelieved and denied Our signs 
and the meeting of the Hereafter, they will be brought 
to torment. 

17. So Transcendent is Allah, both in your evenings 
and your mornings. 714 

18. All praise is His in the heavens and the earth, and 
at the setting of the sun and in the noonday. 

19. He brings forth the living from the dead, and He 
brings forth the dead from the living, and He revives 



the earth after her death. Thus is it that you too shall 
be brought forth. 

20. And of His signs is that He created.you of dust and 
behold, you are human beings, dispensing. 

21. And of His signs is that He created for you wives 
from yourselves that you might find rest in them, and 
He set between you affection and compassion. In this 
are signs for people who reflect. 

22. And of His signs -is the creation of the heavens and 
the earth, and the difference of your languages and 
colors. In this are signs for people of knowledge. 

23. And of His signs is your sleep by night and by day, 
and your seeking of His favor. In this are signs for 
people who hear. 

24. And of His signs is that He shows, you. the light- 
ning, causing fear and hope, and sends down water 
from the sky, thereby bringing life to the earth after 
her death. In this indeed are signs for people who 
understand. 



714 The special times for Allah's remembrance are so described 
as to include all our activities in life; when we rise early in the 
morning, and when we go to rest in the evening, when we are in 
the midst of our work, at the decline of the sun, and in the late 
afternoon. It may be noted that these are all striking stages in the 
passage of the sun through our terrestrial day, as well as stages in 
our daily working lives. On this are based the hours of the five 
canonical prayers afterwards prescribed in Madlnah; viz. (1) early 
morning before sunrise (Fqjr); (2) when the day begins to decline, 
just after noon (Dhuhr); (3) in the late afternoon, midway between 
noon and sunset ( c Asr); and (4) and (5) the two evening prayers, 



one just after sunset (Maghrib), and the other after the evening twi- 
light has all faded from- the horizon, the hour indicated for rest 
and sleep ( c Isha'). 
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25. And of His signs is that the heavens and the earth 
stand firm by His command; and afterward when He 
summons you, out from the earth you will come. 

26. To Him belongs whosoever is in the heavens and 
in the earth. All are subservient unto Him. 

27. He it is who begins creation, then repeats it, and it 
is easier for Him. His is the highest Similitude in the 
heavens and in the earth. He is the August, the Wise. 

28. He gives you an example from yourselves. Have 
you from among those whom your right hands pos- 
sess [been] partners in the wealth We have bestowed 
upon you? [Who are] equal with you in respect of it so 
that you fear them as you fear each other? Thus We 
display the signs for people who understand. 

29. No, but the unjust follow their passions without 
knowledge. Who shall guide him whom Allah has left 
astray? For such there are no helpers. 
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30. So set your purpose [0 Muhammad] for religion, 
upright, the primordial nature in which Allah created 
mankind. There is no altering Allah's creation. That is 
the right religion, but most men do not know. 715 

31. [Remain] to Him, fear Him, establish the ritual 
prayer, and do not be of those who associate. 

32. Of those who split up their religion and have 
become sects, each sect rejoicing in what they have. 



715 As turned out from the creative hand of Allah, man is inno- 
cent, pure, true, free, inclined to right and virtue, and possessed of 
true understanding about his own position in the Universe and 
about Allah's, goodness, wisdom, and power. That is his true 
nature, just as the nature of a lamb is to be gentle and of a horse is 
to be swift. But man is caught in the meshes of customs, supersti- 
tions, selfish desires, and false teachings. This may make him 
pugnacious, unclean, false, slavish, hankering after what is wrong 
or forbidden, and'deflected from the love of his fellowmen and the 
pure worship of the One. ' 
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33. And when harm touches men they cry to their 
Lord, turning to Him; then, when He has made them 
taste mercy from Him, behold! A party of them attrib- 
ute partners to their Lord. 

34. Let them disbelieve in what We have given them. 
Enjoy yourselves, you will come to know. 

35. Or have We sent down to them an authority which 
speaks of what they associate with Him? 



716 Corruption is changing something good and beneficent into 
something either harmful or useless. As such it is almost synony- 
mous with pollution. 



36. And when We cause the people to taste of mercy 
they rejoice therein; but if an evil thing befall them as 
the consequence of their own deeds they despair! 

37. Have they not seen that Allah increases provision 
for whom He wills, and straitens it [for whom He 
wills]. In this are signs for people who believe. 

38. So give to the kinsman his due, and to the needy, 
and to the wayfarer. That is best for those who seek 
Allah's countenance; and those shall be successful. 

39. That which you give in usury in order that it may 
increase on people's property has no increase with 
Allah; but that which you give in zakat seeking Allah's 
countenance, those will receive manifold increase. 

40. Allah is He Who created [you], then provided for 
you, then causes you to die, then revives you. Is there 
any of your partners that does anything of that? Tran- 
scendent and exalted is He above what they associate 
[with Him]. 

41. Corruption has appeared on land and in the sea for 
what men's hands have earned, that He may make 
them taste a part of that which they have done, that 
they may return. 716 
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42. Say [0 Muhammad, to the disbelievers]: Travel in 
the land, and see the end of those who were before 
you! Most of them were polytheists. 

43. So set your face to the worthy religion, before the 
inevitable day comes from Allah. On that day they will 
be divided. 

44. He who disbelieves, his disbelief will be against 
him, but those who believe and do good works, they 
are preparing things for themselves. 

45. That He may reward out of His favor those who 
believe and do good works. He loves not the disbeliev- 
ers. 

46. And of His signs is that He sends winds bearing 
good news, that He may give to taste of His mercy, 
and that the ships may sail at His command, and that 
you may seek of His favor, and that you may be thank- 
ful. 

47. We sent before you messengers to their people. 
They brought them proofs. Then We took vengeance 
upon those who were criminals. It is incumbent upon 
Us to support the believers. 

48. Allah is He who sends the winds so that they drive 
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the clouds, and He spreads them along the sky in the 
way He pleases, and causes them to break and you see 
the rain down pouring from within them. And when 
He makes it fall on whom He will of His servants they 
rejoice. 

49. Though before it was sent down upon them, they 
were in despair. 

50. Look, therefore, at the traces of Allah's mercy: how 
He gives life to the earth after her death. He is the 
Quickener of the Dead, and He is Able to do all things. 
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51. And if We sent a wind and they saw [their fields 
turn] yellow, they would still continue in their disbe- 
lief 

52. For you cannot make the dead to hear, nor can you 
make the deaf to hear the call when they have turned 
away. 

53. Nor can you guide the blind out of their error. You 
can make to hear only those who believe in Our signs 

and surrender [are Muslims]. 



54. Allah it is Who created you out of weakness, then 
gave you after weakness strength; then after strength, 
weakness and -gray hair. He creates what He will. He is 
the Knowing, the Able. 

55., And on the day when the Hour comes the crimi- 
nals will swear they tarried but an hour. Thus did. they 
lie before. 717 

56. But those to whom knowledge and faith had been 
given will say: You have' tarried, by Allah's decree, 
until the Day of Resurrection. This is the Day of Resur- 
rection, but you did not know. 

57. On that day their excuses will not profit the unjust, 
nor will they be allowed to make amends. 

58. Truly We have coined for mankind in this Qur'an 
of every kind of example. But if you were to bring 
them a sign, those who disbelieve would say: "You are 
but forgers." 

59. Thus does Allah seal the hearts of those who do 

not know. 

60. So have patience! Allah's promise is true, and let 

not those who have no certainty make you impatient. 



717 They deceived themselves in the world, pretending that they 
had no future life, refusing to see the evidence. In the same man- 
ner they will wish to refuse to see the evidence that they are 
resurrected and about to be judged. 
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SURAH 31 

LUQMAN 

Reuealed at Malckah 

Surat Luqmdn takes its name from verse 12, which makes mention 
of the wisdom of Luqman, a sage whose memory the Arabs 
revered. The surah conveys assurance of success to the Muslims at 
a time of persecution. It belongs to the middle or last group of 
Makkan surahs; except verses 27 and 28, which were revealed at 
Madlnah. 

LUQMAN 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i.Alif. Ldm. Mlm. 

2. These are the signs of the Wise Book. 

3. A guidance and a mercy for those who act with 
excellence. • ' 

4. Those who establish the prayer and pay the zakat, 
and have certainty in the Hereafter. 

5. These have guidance from their Lord, and these are 
the successful. 

6. And of mankind there are some who buy idle tales 
without knowledge, to mislead people from the path 
of Allah, and take it in jest. For such there is a humili- 
ating torment. 

7. And when Our signs are recited to him he turns 
away in pride as if he hears them not, as if there were a 
deafness in his ears. So give him good news of a 
painful torment. 

8. Those who believe and do good works, for them are 
gardens of delight, 

9. Wherein they will abide. A true promise of Allah in 
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truth. He is the August, the Wise. 

10. He created the heavens without supports that you 
can see, and cast into the earth firm hills, so that it 
quakes not with you; and He has dispersed therein all 
kinds of beasts. And We sent down water from the 
sky, and caused to grow in it of every generous pair [of 
plants]. 

11. This is the Creation of Allah. Now show me that 
which those [you worship] beside Him have created. 
No, but the unjust are in manifest error! 
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12. And We gave Luqman wisdom: "Give thanks to 
Allah;" and he who gives thanks, he gives thanks for 
his own good. And he who denies, Allah is Rich, 
Praiseworthy. 718 

13. And [remember] when Luqman said to his son, 
when he was exhorting him: "0 my son! Associate 
[nothing] with Allah, for association is a formidable 
injustice!" 

14. And We have recommended to man his parents; 
his mother bore him in weakness upon weakness, and 



his weaning was in two years. Thank Me and your two 
parents. To Me is the return. 

15. But if they try. to force you to associate with Me that 
of which you have no knowledge, then obey them not. 
Keep their company with kindness in this world, and 
follow the path of. him who turns to Me. Then to Me 
will be your return, and I shall tell you what you did. 

16. my son! Though it be but the weight of a grain of 
mustard seed and though it be in a rock, or in the 
heavens or in the earth, Allah will bring it forth, for 
Allah is Subtle, Aware. 

17. my son! Establish the prayer, enjoin good and 
forbid evil, and be patient with whatever may befall 
you. For that is among the difficult things. 

18. Turn not your face [in scorn] toward people, nor 
walk with insolence in the land. For Allah loves not 
those who are arrogant and boastful. 

19. Walk modesdy and subdue your voice. The most 
repulsive of all voices is the voice of the donkey. 



718 Luqman, after whom this surah is called, belongs to Arab tra- 
dition. Very little is known of his life. He is usually associated with 
a long life. It is said that he belonged to a humble station in life, 
being a slave or a carpenter, and that he refused worldly power and 
a kingdom. 
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20. Have you not seen that Allah has made subservient 
to you what is in the heavens and what is in the earth, 
and immersed you with His graces, seen and unseen? 
Yet of mankind is he who argues 'concerning Allah, 
without knowledge or guidance, or a Book giving 
light 

21. And when it is. said to them: "Follow what Allah 
has sent down" they say: "No, but we follow what we 
found our fathers doing." What! Even though the devil 
were inviting them to the torment of the Flame? 

22. Whosoever surrenders his face to Allah while 
doing good, he verily has the firmest handhold. To 
Allah belongs the end of all matters. 

23. And he who disbelieves, let not his disbelief afflict 
you [0 Muhammad]. To Us is their return, and We 
shall tell them what they did. Allah knows what the 
breasts contain. 

24. We give them comfort for a little, and then We 
drive them to a heavy torment. 

25. If you should ask them: "Who created the heavens 
and the earth?" they would answer: "Allah." Say: 
"Praised be Allah!" But most of them do not know. 
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26. To Allah belongs what is in-.the heavens and the 
earth. Allah is the Rich, the Praiseworthy. 

27. And if all the trees on earth were pens, and the sea, 
with seven more seas to supply it, [were ink], the 
words of Allah could not be exhausted. Allah is 
August, Wise. 719 

28. Your creation and your raising from the dead are 
only as the creation and the raising of a single soul. 
Allah is Hearer, Knowing. 



719 Allah is the Infinite. Therefore his knowledge, his "words," 
is infinite. This is why it is said that each verse of the Qur'an, if fol- 
lowed up through the hierarchy of ever. subtler dimensions, will 
eventually lead to its uncreated archetype in the eternal knowledge 
of Allah, thus opening onto the Infinite. This is what makes it a 
"sign." 
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29. Have you not seen that Allah causes the night to 
pass into the day and causes the day to pass into the 
night, and has subdued the. sun and the moon [to do 
their work] each running to an appointed term; and 
that Allah is Aware of what you do? 

30. That is because Allah is the Truth, and that which 
they invoke beside Him is false; and because Allah is 
the High, the Great. 



31. Have you not seen that the ships sail on the sea by, 
Allah's grace, that He may show you of His Signs? In 
this are signs for every patient, thankful one. 720 

32. And when waves overwhelm them like shadows, 
they cry unto Allah sincere in their faith. But when He 
delivers them to land some of them compromise. None 
denies Our signs save every ungrateful deceiver. 721 

33. people! Fear your Lord, and fear a Day when the 
parent will not be able to avail his child in any way, 
nor the child to avail his parent. Allah's promise is the 
truth. Let not the life of the world deceive you, nor let 
the deceiver deceive you concerning Allah. 

34. With Allah is the knowledge of the Hour. He sends 
down the rain and knows what is in the wombs. No 
soul knows what it will earn tomorrow and no soul 

knows in what land it will die. Allah is Knowing, 
Aware. 



720 Those who have true certitude are patient under adversity 
and also when resisting the temptation to sin, and they are grateful 
for all the Divine graces which they acknowledge. Such people are 
capable of recognizing Allah's signs in His creation. 

721 Those, on the other hand, who cry for help when in trouble, 
and then promptly forget when delivered, are, because of their 
doubts, incapable of reading Allah's signs and of learning from 
them. 



415 



AS-SAJDAH'32 $Q\'i& 



mmm 



SURAH 32 

AS-SAJDAH 

Revealed at Makkah 

This surah was revealed during the fifth year before the Hijrah. It 
derives its title from verse 15. 

THE PROSTRATION 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Alif. Ldm. Mim. 

2. The sending down of the Book, in which there is no 
doubt, from the Lord of the Worlds. , 

3. Do they say: "He has invented it?" No, but it is the 
truth from your Lord, that you may warn a people to 
whom no warner came before you, that they may be 
guided. 

4. Allah it is Who created the heavens and the earth 
and that which is between them in six Days, then 
established Himself on the throne. Apart from Him 
you have neither protector or intercessor, will you not 
remember? 722 

5. He directs the affair from heaven to earth; then it. 
ascends to Him in a Day, whose measure is a thousand 
years of what you reckon. 

6. Such is He who knows the invisible and the visible, 
the August, the Compassionate. 

7. Who created everything in the best way and began 
the creation of man from clay; 

8. Then made his offspring from a flow of mean 
water. 
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9. Then 'He fashioned him and breathed into him of 
His spirit; and gave for you hearing and eyesight and 
hearts. Little are you thankful. 

10. And they say: "When we are lost in the earth, shall 
we then be recreated?" No, but they disbelieve in the 
meeting with their Lord. 

11. Say: "The angel of death, who has been charged 
concerning you, will seize you, then to your Lord you 
will be returned." 



722 The "Day" does not mean a day as we reckon it, viz. one 
apparent course of the sun round the earth, for it refers to condi- 
tions which began before the earth and the sun were created. In 
verse 5 below, a Day is compared to a thousand years of our reck- 
oning, and in ven>e 70:4 to 50,000 years. These figures "as we 
reckon" have no relation to "timeless Time," and must be taken to 
mean stages in the creative process, not duration. 
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12. If only you could see the criminals, their heads 
bowed before their Lord, [saying] "Our Lord! We have 
now seen and heard, so send us back; we will do 
good, now that we have certitude." 

13. And if We had so willed, We could have given every 
soul its guidance, but the word from Me will be ful- 
filled. I will fill hell with the jinn and mankind 
together. 



14. So taste, because you forgot the meeting of this day 
of yours. We have forgotten you. Taste the perpetual 
torment because of what you did. 

15. Only those believe in Our signs who, when they are 
reminded of them, fall down prostrate and extol the 
praise of their Lord, and are not proud, 

16. Who forsake their beds to call upon their Lord in 
fear and hope, and spend of what- We have provided 
them. . ■ 

17. No soul knows what is kept hidden for them of 
delights of the eyes, as a reward for what they used to 
do. 

18. Is he who is a believer like he who is corrupt? They 
are not equal. 

19. As for those who believe and do good works, for 
them are the Gardens of Retreat: a hospitable abode 
for what they used to do. . 

20. And as for the corrupt, their abode is the Fire. 
Whenever they desire to leave it, they are returned to 
it: "Taste the torment. of the Fire which you. used to 
deny." . - ■ ■ 
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21. And We shall make them taste some of the lesser 
punishment before the greater, that perhaps they may 



return 



723 



22. And who is more unjust than he. who is reminded 
of the signs of his Lord, then turns away from them? 
We shall take vengeance from such criminals. 

23. We gave Moses the Book;, so be not in doubt of 
meeting with Him; and We made it a guidance for the 
Children of Israel. 

24. And We made some of them leaders who guided 
by Our command, when they were patient and had cer- 
titude in Our signs. 

25. Your Lord shall judge between them on the Day of 
Arising concerning that in which they, differ. 

26. Have they not been told how many generations We 
destroyed before them, amid whose dwelling places 
they walk? There are signs in this. Do they not hear? 

27. Have they not seen how We lead the water to the 
barren land, thereby bringing forth crops of which 
their cattle eat, and they themselves? Do they not see? 
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28. And they say: "When is this victory if you are truth- 
ful?" 

29. Say: "On the day of the victory the faith of those 
who disbelieve will not avail them, neither will they be 
reprieved." 

30. So turn away from them and await; they [also] are 
awaiting. 



723 The final penalty is to come in the Hereafter. There is no 
doubt about it. But before it comes, a minor penalty comes in this 
very life. It may be in some kind of misfortune, or it may be in the 
pangs of a tortured conscience or secret sorrow. But this minor 
Penalty may be really a mercy, as it gives them a chance of repen- 
tance and amendment. 
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SURAH 33 

AL-AHZAB 
Reuealed at Madinah. 

This surah was revealed near the end of the sixth and the beginning 
of the seventh year of the Hijrah. It derives its tide from verses 9 to 
25, which deal with the provocation by the leaders of the Jewish 
tribe of Banu" al-Nadlr of Madlnah against the Muslims, after their 
expulsion to Khaybar. They tried to incite the desert tribe of 
Ghatafan, the Qurayshites, and some clans at Ta'ifto attack the 
Muslims with the help of another Madman Jewish tribe, Banu 
Qurayzah. However, the Muslims dug a trench on the outskirts of 
Madlnah, which} resulted in the failure of the attack after a long 
siege. 



THE CLANS . . 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Prophet! Fear Allah, and obey not the disbelievers 
and the hypocrites. For Allah is Knowing, Wise. 

2. And follow what is revealed to you from your Lord. 
Allah is Aware of what you do. 

3. And put your trust in Allah,-' for Allah is sufficient as 
Guardian. 

4. Allah has not made for any man two hearts within 
him, nor has he made your wives whom you declare to 
be like your mothers your mothers, nor has he made 
those whom you claim to be your sons your sons. This 
is but what you say with your mouths. And Allah says 
the truth and He guides to the path. 724 . 

5. Attribute them to their fathers. That is more equi- 
table in the sight of Allah. And if you know not their 
fathers, then they are your brothers in religion and 
your clients. And there is no sin for you in the mis- 
takes that you make unintentionally but what your 
hearts purpose [that' will be a sin for you]. Allah is 
Forgiving, Compassionate. 

6. The Prophet is nearer to the believers than their 
selves, and his wives are their mothers. And blood-kin 
are nearer to one another in the Book of Allah than 
[other] believers and the Emigrants, except that you 
should do kindness to your friends. This is written in 
theBook7 2 5 



724 In the Days of Ignorance, a man angry with his wife would 
say to her, "You are to me as my mother's back!" meaning you are 
as forbidden to me as my mother. This was considered a binding 
oath. Thif practice was annulled by Islam, as was that of adoption 
in the sense of giving an adopted child all the rights and preroga- 
tives of a natural one. One may raise as many orphans as one 
wants in one's house, but the distinction between natural and 
adopted children is never allowed to be blurred. 

725 When the Prophet first emigrated to Madlnah, he estab- 
lished bonds of brotherhood between the Emigrants and the 
inhabitants of Madlnah, the Helpers. This eased the introduction 



of the Emigrants into the Madman society and emphasized that 
brotherhood in faith was superior, to that of blood. If one of the 
two brothers died, the other inherited him. However, the time 
came when everyone had become a Muslim and this verse signaled 
the return to normality in social relationships and the laws of 
inheritance, and the abrogation of the emergency legislation. 

Two very important things are also emphasized in this verse: 
first the fact that the Prophet should be dearer to the Muslims than 
their own selves, since without him their connection with Allah 
would be severed and they would revert to being fuel for the fire of 
Hell. He said, may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him, 
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7. And [remember when] We took from the prophets 
their pact, and from you [0 Muhammad] and from 
Noah and Abraham and Moses and Jesus son of Mary. 
We took from them a solemn pact; 

8. That He may ask the truthful about their truthful- 
ness. And He has prepared a painful torment for the 
disbelievers.. 

9. you who believe! Remember Allah's blessing 
upon you when there came against you hosts, and We 
sent against them a great wind arid hosts you could 
not see. And Allah Sees what you do. 

10. When they came upon you from above you and 
from below you, and when eyes swerved and hearts 
reached to the throats and you began to have thoughts 
concerning Allah. 726 

11. There the believers were tried, and greatly shaken. 

12. And when the hypocrites and those in whose 
hearts is a disease said: "Allah and His messenger 
promised us nothing but vain hope." 

13. And when a party of them said: "0 people of 
Yathrib! There is no staying for you, therefore turn 
back." And a party of them ask permission of the 
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Prophet, saying: "Our homes lie open to the enemy," 
and they lay not open. They but wished to flee. 

14. If the enemy had entered from all sides and they 
had been offered treachery, they would have commit- 
ted it, and would have hesitated but little. 

15. And they had already sworn to Allah that they 
would not turn their backs [to flee], and an oath to 
Allah must be kept. 



"None of you has believed until I become dearer to him than his 
parents, his children, and all other people." And in another hadlth, 
"None of you has believed until Allah and His Messenger are dear- 
er to them than everything else." The second fact is that the 
Prophet's wives are the believers' mothers; since he is their spiritu- 
al father, his wives are their spiritual mothers. They are to be 
revered as such, taken as examples, learned from, and not to be 
married again after his death. 

726 This was the Battle of the Trench, when Madlnah was 
attacked by Quraysh from the west, Ghatafan from the east, and 
the BanI Qurayzah threatened from the south. Allah loosed mighty 



winds against the confederates that destroyed their camp and 
forced them to withdraw. Before that, however, the Devil had been 
whispering to the believers that if they had really been Allah's ser- 
vants, He would never have allowed them to suffer such hardships, 
and they, in their human weakness, cold, hungry, and besieged, 
thought that Allah might let them down. 
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16. Say: "Fleeing will not avail you if you flee from 
death or killing, you would enjoy yourselves. but a little 
while," 

17. Say: "Who can preserve you from Allah if He 
should intend harm for you, or intend mercy for you? 
They will not find any friend or helper other than 

Allah." 

18. Allah already knows those of you who hinder, and 
those who say unto their brothers: "Come to us!" 
while they give battle but a litde. 

727 They spare themselves in the fight as compared with you; 
they contribute little either in personal effort or with their money 
and resources; but when victory comes and with it security, they 
vociferously demand their share of the spoils. 



19. They withhold from you. But when the fear comes, 
then you [Muhammad] see them looking at you with 
rolling eyes as if fainting from death, Then, when the 
fear departs they flay you with sharp tongues in their 
greed for wealth [from the spoil]. Those have not 
believed. Therefore Allah makes their deeds fruitless. 
And that is easy for Allah. 727 

20. They thought the confederates had not gone and 
were they to return, they would wish that they were in 
the desert with the bedouin, asking for news of you 
[from a distance]. Had they been among you, they 
would have fought but little. 

21. In the messenger of Allah you have a good example 
for him who hopes in Allah and the Last Day, and 
remembers Allah much. 

22. When the believers saw the confederates, they 
said: "This is what Allah and His messenger had 
promised us. Allah and His messenger have spoken 
the truth." It only increased them in faith and submis- 
sion [to Allah]. 
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23. Of the believers there are men who fulfilled what 
they promised Allah. Some, of them have died and 
some of them are waiting; and they have not changed 
their attitude in the least. 

24. That Allah may reward the truthful for their truth- 
fulness and punish the hypocrites if He will, or relent 
toward them. Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 

25. And Allah repulsed the disbelievers in their wrath; 
they gained nothing good. Allah spared the believers 
the fight. Allah is Strong, August. 

26. And He brought down those of the People of the 
Book who supported them down from their strong- 
holds, and cast panic into their hearts. Some you slew, 
and you made captive others. 728 

27. And He caused you to inherit their land, and their 
houses, and their wealth, and land you have not trod- 
den; yet Allah is Able to do all things. 

728 The reference is to the Jewish tribe of the Banu Qurayzah. 
They were counted among the citizens of Madlnah and were 
bound by solemn engagements to help in the defense of the City. 
But on the occasion of the siege by the Quraysh and their allies 
they intrigued with the enemies and, breaking their pact, aided 
them. 
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28. Prophet! Say to your wives: "If you desire the life 
of this world and its adornment, come! I will make 
you provision and will release you with kindliness." 

29. But if you desire Allah and His messenger and the 
abode of the Hereafter, then Allah has prepared for the 
excellent among you an immense reward. 

30. wives of the Prophet! She of you who commits 
manifest indecency, the torment for her will be dou- 
bled; and that is easy for Allah. 
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31. And she who is submissive to Allah and His mes- 
senger and does right, We shall give her reward twice 
over, and We have prepared for her a generous provi- 
sion. 

32. wives of the Prophet! You are not like any other 
women. If you fear Allah, be not soft of speech, lest he 
in whose heart is a disease aspire to you, but speak 
honorably. 729 



33. And stay in your houses. Display not your orna- 
ments in the manner of the Time of Ignorance. 
Establish the prayer, and pay the zakdt, and obey Allah 
and His messenger. Allah's wish is but to remove 
uncleanliness from you, people of the House, and to 
purify you thoroughly. 

34. And remember what is recited in your houses of 
Allah's signs and wisdom. Allah is Subde, Aware. 

35. Muslim men and women, believing men and 
women, obedient men and women, truthful men and 
women, patient men and women, humble men and 
women, charity-giving men and women, fasting men 
and women, chaste men and women, and those men 
and women who remember Allah abundandy, for 
them Allah has prepared forgiveness and an immense 
reward. 



729 This Is the core of the whole passage. The Prophet's wives 
were not like ordinary women, nor was their marriage an ordinary 
marriage, in which only personal or social considerations enter. 
They had a special position and special responsibilities, in the 
matter of guiding and instructing women who came into the fold 
of Islam. Islam is a Way of Life, and the Muslims are a family: 
women have as much place in Islam as men, and their intimate 
Instruction must obviously be through women. 
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36. It is not for a believing man or a believing woman 
to have any choice in their affairs when Allah and His 
messenger have decided for them; and he who dis- 
obeys Allah and His messenger, he is manifestly 
astray. 

37. And when you said to him on whom Allah has 
conferred favor and you have conferred favor: "Keep 
your wife to yourself and fear Allah." And you hide 
within yourself that which Allah was to bring to light, 
and you fear the people whereas Allah had a better 
right that you should fear Him. So when Zayd had 
accomplished of her what he would, We gave her to 
you in marriage so that [henceforth] there may be no 
sin for believers in respect of wives of their adopted 
sons, when the latter have accomplished of them what 
they would. The commandment of Allah must be ful- 
filled.^ 

38. There is no reproach for the Prophet in what Allah 
has made his due. That was Allah's way with those 
who passed away of old, and the wish of Allah is cer- 
tain to be fulfilled. 

39. [It is the practice of] those who delivered the mes- 
sages of Allah and feared Him, and feared none save 
Allah. Allah suffices as Reckoner. 
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40. Muhammad is not the father of any man among 
you, but he is the messenger of Allah and the Seal of 
the Prophets; and Allah has knowledge of all things. 731 

41. you who believe! Remember Allah abundantly! 

42. And glorify Him mornings and evenings. 

43. He it is who blesses you, and His angels [bless 
you], that He may bring you forth from the darknesses 
into the light; and He is Compassionate to the believ- 
ers. 



730 Zayd's marriage with the Prophet's cousin Zaynab daughter 
of Jahsh did not turn out happy. Zaynab the high-born looked 
down upon Zayd, who had been a slave. Both were saintly people, 
and both loved the Prophet, but there was mutual incompatibility. 
Zayd wished to divorce her, but the Prophet asked him to hold his 
hand, and he obeyed. She was closely related to the Prophet; he 
had given a handsome marriage gift on her marriage to Zayd; and 
people would certainly talk if such a marriage was broken off, and 
Zaynab's reputation would suffer. This was the fear in the mind of 
the Prophet. 



731 When a something is sealed, it is complete, and there can be 
no further addition. The Prophet Muhammad closed the cycle of 
Divine Messengers. The teaching is and will always be needed, but 
there has been and will be no Prophet after Muhammad. The later 
ages will have scholars, renewers, and saints, but not Prophets. 
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44. Their salutation on the day when they shall meet 
Him will be: "Peace." And He has prepared for them a 
generous reward. 

45. Prophet! We have sent you as a witness and a 
bringer of good news and a warner. 

46. And as a summoner to Allah by His permission, 
and as a lamp that gives light. 

47. And announce to the believers the good news that 
they will have great favors from Allah. 



48. And obey not the disbelievers and the hypocrites. 
Disregard their' offenses and put your trust in Allah. 
Allah is sufficient as Guardian. 

49. you who believe! If you marry believing women 
and divorce them before you have touched them, then 
there is no period that you' should reckon. But make 
them provision and release them with kindness. 

50. Prophet! We have made lawful to you your wives 
whose dowries you have given them, and' those whom 
your right hand possesses of those whom Allah has 
given as spoils of war, and the daughters of your uncle 
on the father's side and the daughters of your aunts on 
the father's side and the daughters, of your uncles on 
the mother's side and the daughters of your aunts on 
the mother's side who emigrated with you, and a 
believing woman if she gives herself to the Prophet 
and the Prophet desires to marry her, a privilege for 
you only, not for the [rest' of the] believers.. We are 
aware of that which We enjoined upon them concern- 
ing their wives and those whom their right hands 
possess, that you may.be free from blame. And Allah 
is Forgiving, Compassionate. 
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51. You can defer whoever you desire of them and you 
can take to you whom you please, and whomsoever 
you desire of those whom you have set aside [tem- 
porarily], it is no sin for you [to receive her again]; 
that is better; that they may be comforted and not 
grieve, and may all be pleased with what you give 
them. Allah knows what is in your hearts [0 men], 
and Allah is Knowing, Forbearant.. 

52. It is not allowed to you to. take other women 
henceforth, nor that you should change them for other 
wives even though their beauty please you, save those 
whom your right hands possess, and Allah is Watcher 
over all things, 

53. you who believe! Enter not the houses of the 
Prophet for a meal without waiting for the proper 
time, unless permission be granted you. But if you are 
invited, enter, and, when your meal is ended, then dis- 
perse. Linger not for conversation. For that was 
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offensive to the Prophet, and he would be shy of [ask- 
ing] you to go; but Allah is not shy of the truth. And 
when you ask of them [the wives of the Prophet] any- 
thing, ask it of them from behind a curtain. That is 
purer for your hearts and for their hearts. It is not for 
you to offend the messenger of Allah, nor that you 
should ever marry his wives after him. That would be 
an enormity in Allah's sight. 

54. Whether you reveal a thing or conceal it, Allah 
Knows all things. 
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55. It is no sin for -them [your wives] to appear 
unveiled to their fathers, or their sons, or their broth- 
ers, or their brothers' sons, or the sons of their sisters 
or their own women, or their slaves. Fear Allah! [0 
women!] For Allah is Witness over all things. 



has prepared for them a humiliating torment 

58. And those who offend believing men and believing 
women undeservedly, they bear the guilt of slander 
and manifest sin. 

59.O Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and 
the women of the believers to draw their veils close 
round them. That will be better, that so they may be 
recognized and not annoyed. Allah is Forgiving, Com- 
passionate. 

60. If the hypocrites, and those in whose hearts is a 
disease, and the alarmists in the city do not cease, We 
shall urge you on against them, then they will remain 
your neighbors in it but a little while. 



56. Allah and His angels bless the Prophet you who 61. They are accursed. Wherever found they should be 
believe! Bless him and salute him with a worthy salu- seized and slain without hesitation. 

62. That was the way of Allah in the case of those who 

57. Those who offend Allah and His messenger, Allah passed away of old; you will not find for the way of 
has cursed them in the world and the Hereafter, and Allah any changing. 

732 Allah blesses the Prophet by the constant effusion of mercy 
upon him. Divine mercy is light, knowledge, revelation, support, 
protection, swift response to prayers, increase in rank and near- 
ness to Him, as well as other things that only Allah and His 
Beloved know. The angels bless the Prophet by praying for him 
and supporting him. The believers-bless the Prophet by asking 

Allah to shower His blessings upon him. As for the salutation it is ..-..■■.'.-,... . , 

the invocation of peace upon him. 
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63. Ask you of the Hour. Say: "The knowledge of it is 
but with Allah. What shall make you aware of it? It 
may be that the Hour is near." 

64. Allah has cursed the disbelievers, and has pre- 
pared for them a blazing fire, 

65. Wherein they will, abide forever, finding neither 
protector nor helper. 

66. On the day when their faces are turned over in the 
fire, they say: "Would that we had obeyed Allah and 
had obeyed the Messenger!" 

67. And they will say: "Our Lord! We obeyed our lead- 
ers and elders, and they misled us from the Way. 

68. "Our Lord! Give them double the torment, and 
curse them with a mighty curse." 

69. you who believe! Be not as those who offended 
Moses, but Allah proved his innocence of what they 
said, and he was honorable in Allah's sight. 

70. O you who believe! Fear Allah and speak uprightly. 

71. He will make sound your works for you and will 
forgive you your sins. He who obeys Allah and His 
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messenger, he has gained an immense triumph. 

72. We offered the trust to the heavens and the earth 
and the mountains, but they refused to bear it and 
were afraid of it. And man assumed it. Man is most 
unjust and ignorant. 733 

73. That Allah may torment hypocritical men and hyp- 
ocritical women, and polytheistic men and polytheistic 
women. And that Allah may relent to believing men 
and believing women, and Allah is Forgiving, Com- 
passionate. 



733 The Trust is the khilqfah, or vicegerent of Allah on earth. It 
depends on free will, knowledge, and the ability to use both to act. 
These are exercised to perfection by Divine Messengers and 
Prophets, then to a lesser degree by saints and sages. As for all 
other human beings, they must choose between following the 
vicegerents or claiming independence thereby becoming "most 
unjust and ignorant." Injustice has to do with the free-will portion 
of the Trust, and ignorance with the knowledge portion. Injustice 
and ignorance occur when man takes himself for the regent, not 
for his deputy. 
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SURAH 34 

SABA 5 

Repealed at Malclcah 

This surah, with the exception of verse 6, was revealed in the eighth 
year before the Hijrah. It takes its title from verse 15. It starts by pro- 
claiming the Omniscience of God; then asserts the coming of the 
Hour when all beings will come to a meeting with God to receive the 
reward they deserve. An answer is given to those who contend that 
there shall be no return to life after death. Then a reference is given 
to the boons bestowed on David and Solomon to show the differ- 
ence between grateful servants and those who are ungrateful. 
Finally, an argument is advanced on the tongue of the Prophet to 
prove the folly of those who disbelieve in the Qur'an. 



SHEBA 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Praised be Allah, to Whom belongs what is in the 
heavens and what is in the earth. His is the praise in 
the Hereafter, and He is the Wise, the Aware. 

2. He knows what goes down into the earth and what 
comes forth from it, and what descends from the 
heaven and what ascends into it. He is the Compas- 
sionate, the Forgiving. 

3. Those who disbelieve say.: "The Hour will never 
come to us." Say: "No, by my Lord, but it shall come 
to you. He is the Knower of the Unseen. Not an atom's 
weight, or less than that or greater, escapes Him in 
the heavens or in the earth, but it is in a clear Book. 734 

4. "That He may reward those who believe and do 
good works. For them is forgiveness and a generous 
provision." 

5. But those who- strive against Our signs, challenging 
Us, theirs will be a torment of painful wrath. 

6. Those who have been given knowledge see that 
what is revealed to you from your Lord is the truth and 
leads to the path of the August, the Praiseworthy. 

7. Those who disbelieve say: "Shall we show you a 
man who says that after you have been thoroughly 
torn to pieces [in the ground], you will be created 
anew? 



734 The last two verses have prepared us to realize the position 
of disbelievers in Allah's immense Universe. They are the discord 
in the universal harmony of Prayer and Praise. Their existence is 
due to the grant of a limited free will, the Trust which the disbe- 
lievers have betrayed. There is nothing more certain in the world, 
physical, moral, or spiritual, than that every cause, great or small, 
must have its corresponding consequences. 
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8. "Has he invented a lie against Allah, or is there in 
him a madness?" No, but those, who disbelieve in the 
Hereafter are in torment and far error. 

9. Have they not seen what is before them and what is 
behind them of the sky and the earth? If We will, We 
can make the earth swallow them, or cause a piece 
from the. sky to fall on them. In. this is a sign for every 
humbly obedient slave. 

10. And We gave David. of Our. favor: "0 hills and 
birds, repeat-after him!" And We .made the iron supple 
to him, 735 

11. "Make long coats of mail and measure their links. 
And do good works! I see what you do." 

12. And to Solomon [We gave] the wind. Its morning 
course was a month's journey and its. evening course a 
month's journey, and We caused the fount of copper 
to gush forth for him, and [We gave him] some of the 
jinn to work for him by permission of his Lord. And 
those of them who tried to evade Our command, them 
We caused to taste the torment of blazing fire. 
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13. They made for him what he willed: prayer rooms 
and statues, basins like wells and firmly set cauldrons. 
Give thanks, House of David, for few of My servants 
are thankful. 

14. And when We decreed death for him, nothing 
showed his death to them save a creeping creature of 
the earth which gnawed away his staff. And when he 
fell the jinn saw clearly how, had they known the 
unseen, they would not have remained in humiliating 
torment. 



735 Iron or steel is hard: but in the hands of a craftsman it 
becomes soft and pliable, and with it can be made coats of mail, 
and the manufacture of them is traditionally attributed to David. 
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15. There was indeed a sign for Sheba in their 
dwellings. Two gardens, on the right hand and on the 
left: "Eat of the provision of your Lord and render 
thanks to Him! A fair land and a Forgiving Lord!" 

16. But they turned away, so We sent upon them the 
Flood of c Arim, and in exchange for their two gardens 
gave them two gardens bearing bitter fruit, tamarisks, 
and a few lote trees. 736 

17. Thus We rewarded them because of their disbelief 
Do we thus reward but the disbelievers? 



18. And We set, between them and the towns which 
We had blessed, conspicuous cities, and We made the 
journey there by easy stages: "Travel in them safely 
both by night and day!" 

19. But they said: "Our Lord! Make the. stages between 
our journeys longer." And they wronged themselves, 
therefore We made them the talk [of other people] 
scattered them thoroughly. In this are signs for each 
patient thankful [person]. 737 

20. And the Devil proved true his opinion of them, for 
they followed him, all save a group of believers. 738 

21. And he had no authority .over them, save that We 
would know him who believes in the Hereafter from 
him who is in doubt; and your Lord preserves all 
things. 

22. Say: Call upon those whom you set up beside 
Allah! They possess not an atom's weight either in the 
heavens or the earth, nor have they any share in either, 
nor has He an auxiliary among them. 



736 «<^ r j m » (Dams or Embankments) may have been a proper 
noun, or may simply mean the great earth-works lined with stone, 
which formed the Ma'rib dam, of which traces still exist. The 
French traveler -T. J. Arnaud saw the town and ruins of the Dam of 
Ma'rib in 1843, and described its gigantic works and its inscrip- 
tions; See Journal Asiatique for January 1874: the account is in 
French. The dam as measured by Arnaud was two miles long and 
120 ft. high. 

737 The Sheba people wished to make more profit from travel- 
ers' supplies by concentrating them on a few stations which they 
could monopolize. Selfishness often runs counter to true self- 



interest. It is a historical fact that the great Yemen-Syria route in 
Arabia declined with the decline of Yemen. 

738 Satan out of arrogance had said, when he asked for a respite 
from the Most High: "I will bring [Adam's] descendants under my 
sway, all but a few." This was now proved true for the Sheba peo- 
ple. He had no power .to force them. It was their own will that 
went awry and put them into his power. . 
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23. No intercession avails with Him save for him 
whom He permits. Then, when fear shall abate in their 
hearts, they will say: "What has your Lord said?" They 
will say; "The Truth, and He is the High, the Great." 739 

24. Say. "Who gives you provision from the sky and 
the earth?" Say: "Allah. And either we or you are right- 
ly guided or in error manifest." 

25. Say: "You will not be asked of what we committed, 
nor shall we be asked of what you do." 

26. Say: "Our Lord will gather us" all together, then He 
will decide between us • with the truth. He is the 
Decider, the Knowing." 

27. Say: "Show me those whom you have joined with 
Him as partners. No! But He is Allah, the August, the 

Wise." 

28. And We have sent you but as a giver of good news 
and a warner to all people; but most people do not 
know. 

29. And they say: "When is this promise [to be ful- 
filled] if you are truthful?" 



739 "Their hearts," the pronoun "their" refers to the angels 
nearest to Allah. On the Day of Judgement there will be such an 
irresistible manifestation of Power that even they will be silent for 
a while, and will' scarcely realize what is happening. 
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30. Say: "Yours is the promise of a Day which you can 
neither delay for an hour nor hasten." 

31. And those who disbelieve say: "We believe not in 
this Qur'an nor in that which was before it;" But, if 
you could see, when the unjust are brought up before 
their Lord, how they cast the blame one to another; 
how those who were weak [in the earth] say to those 
who were proud: "Had it not been for you, we should 
have been believers." 
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32. And those who were proud say to those who were 
weak: "Was It us who held you from the guidance after 

It had come to you? No! But you were criminals!" 

33. Those who were weak will say to those who were 
proud: "No! But [it was your] scheming night and day. 
You exhorted us to disbelieve in Allah and to set up 
equals to Him." And they will inwardly feel the 
remorse when they see the torment, and We shall put 
letters around the necks of those who disbelieved. Are 
they to be rewarded other than what they did? 



34. And We sent not to any city a warner, but its afflu- 
ent ones said: "We disbelieve in that which you were 
sent with." 

35. And they said: "We are more than you in wealth 
and children. We shall not be tormented." 

36. Say: "Surely my Lord increases provision for whom 
He will and restricts it for whom He will. But most 
people do not know." 

37. It is not your wealth nor your children that will 
bring you nearer to Us, but he who believes and does 
good [he draws near]. Those shall have a twofold 

reward for what they did, and they will dwell secure in 
the lofty chambers [of paradise]. 740 

38. As for those who strive against Our signs, chal- 
lenging, they will be brought to the torment. 

39. Say: "Indeed my Lord increases provision for 
whom He wills of His servants, and restricts [it] for 
him. And whatever you spend [for good] He replaces 
it. And He is the Best of Providers." 



740 Allah is responsible for providing for His creatures. He gives 
life, sustenance, health, mates, and territories to animals, insects, 
fish, and birds. He gives wealth, power, children, and intelligence 
to people. Each receives his share according to the Eternal Divine 
Wisdom. However, it is a very common misconception that he 
whom Allah blesses with wealth, power, and children is nearer to 
Him than he whom has not been so blessed. Some take this as 
proof that they are on the right path and will thus not be punished 
for their disbelief or other crimes. Armed with this "proof they 
have the audacity to deny Divine Messengers and other men of 
God. The truth is that inward blessings are infinitely more worthy 



than outward ones, the life to come is infinitely more important 
than this one, and, as the Prophet once said, "Had this world been 
worth, in the sight of Allah, the wing of a gnat, He would not have 
allowed a disbeliever a sip of its water." 
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40. And on the day when He will gather them all 
together, He will say to the angels: "Did these worship 

you?" 

41. They will say: "Transcendent are You! You are our 
Protector, not them!" No, but they worshipped the 
jinn; most of them believe in them. 

42. That day you will possess neither benefit nor harm 
for one another. And We shall say to the unjust: "Taste 
the torment of the Fire which you used to deny." 

43. And if Our signs are recited to them in plain terms 
they say: "This is but a man who would turn you away 
from what your fathers used to worship;" and they say: 
"This is but an invented lie." Those who disbelieve say 
of the truth when it reaches them: "This is but mani- 
fest magic." 

44. And We have given them no Books which they 
study, nor did We send to them, before you, any warn- 
er. 

45. Those before them denied, and these have not 
attained a tenth of that which We bestowed on them 
[of old]; yet they denied My messengers. How then 
was My retaliation? 
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46. Say: "I exhort you to one thing: that you awake for 
Allah's sake, in pairs and singly, and then reflect. 
There is no madness in your companion. He is but a 
warner to you in the face of a severe torment." 

47. Say: "Whatever reward I might have asked of you is 
yours. My reward is only upon Allah. He is Witness 
overall things." 

48. Say: "My Lord hurls the truth. He knows all hidden 
things." 
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49. Say: "The Truth has come, falsehood neither 
begins [creation] nor repeats [it]." 

50. Say: "If I err, I err only to my own loss, and if I am 
rightly guided it is because of that which my Lord 
reveals to me. He is Hearer, Near." 

51. If you could see when they are terrified with no 
escape, and are seized from near at hand. 

52. They will say: "We now believe in it." But how can 
they reach [faith] from far away? 



53. They had disbelieved in it before. They guessed at 
the unseen from far away. 

54. And a barrier is set between them and that which 
they desire, as was done for people of their kind of 
old. They were in disquieting doubt. 

' SURAH 35 

FATIH 

Reuealed at Maldcah 

This surah is an early Makkan one that was revealed during the sev- 
enth year before the Hijrah. It takes its title from the first verse. 
Some interpreters, however, call it "The Angels," a word also 
found in this verse. 

THE ORIGINATOR • 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Praise be to Allah, the Originator of the heavens and 
the earth, Who appoints the angels messengers hav- 
ing wings two, three, and four. He multiplies in 
creation what He pleases. For Allah is Able to do all 
things. 

2. That which Allah opens to mankind of mercy none 
can withhold it;. and that which He withholds, none 
can release thereafter. He is the August, the Wise. 

3. people! Remember Allah's grace- toward you! Is 
there any creator other than Allah who provides for 
you from the sky and the earth? There is no God save 
Him. Why then do you lie? .' 
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4. And if they deny you [0 Muhammad], messengers 
have been denied before you. To Allah do all things 
return. 

5. people! The promise of Allah is true. So let not 
the life of this world deceive you, and let not the 
deceiver deceive you with regard to Allah. 

6. Truly the devil is an enemy for you,. so treat him as 
an enemy. He only summons his faction to be people 
of the Blaze. . 

7. Those who- disbelieve, theirs will be a severe tor- 
ment; and those who believe and do good works, 
theirs will be forgiveness and a great reward. 

8. Is he, the evil of whose deeds is made fair-seeming 
to him so that he deems it good, [equal to one who is 
rightly guided?]. Allah does mislead whom He will 
and guide whom. He will, so let not your soul be 
aggrieved for them. For Allah knows what they do. 

9. And Allah it is who sends the winds and they raise a 
cloud; then We lead it to a dead land and with it revive 
the earth after its death. Such is the Resurrection. 741 



74 1 The allegory here is double. (1) Dry, unpromising soil may 
seem, to all intents and purposes/dead; there is no source ofwater 
near; moisture is sucked up by the sun's heat from a far-off ocean, 
and clouds are formed; winds arise. The wind is really Allah's 
Providence that drives it to the dead land; the rain falls, and 
behold! There is life and motion and beauty everywhere! So in the 
spiritual world, Allah's Revelation is His Mercy and His Rain; (2) 
So again, may be the general Resurrection, the unfolding of a new 
World in the Hereafter. 
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io. He who desires power [should know that] all 
power belongs to Allah. To Him do good words 
ascend, and the righteous deed He exalts; but those 
who plot evil, theirs will be a severe torment and the 
plotting of those is sterile. 

ii. Allah created you from dust, then from a little 
fluid, then He made you into pairs. No female con- 
ceives or gives birth save with His knowledge. And no 
one grows old who lives long, nor is his life dimin- 
ished, but it is in a Book. That is easy for Allah. 
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12. The two seas are not equal; this one is fresh, sweet, 
good to drink, that one bitter, salty. Yet from each you 
eat fresh meat and obtain the ornament that you wear. 
And you see the ships cleaving them, that you may 
seek of His favor, and that you may give thanks. 

13. He makes the night to pass into the day and He 
makes the day to pass into the night. He has subdued 
the sun and moon to service. Each runs to an appoint- 
ed term. Such is Allah your Lord; His is the 
Sovereignty; and those unto whom you pray instead of 
Him own not so much as the skin of a date-stone. 



14. If you pray to them they hear not your prayer, and 
if they were to hear you they would not [be able to] 
answer you, 'and on the Day of Arising they will dis- 
own your association of them [with Allah]. None can 
inform you like One Who is Aware. 

15. people! You are the ones in need of Allah, and 
Allah is the Rich, the Praiseworthy. 

16. If He will, He can remove you and bring a new cre- 
ation. 

17. That is not hard for Allah. 

18. And no bearer of burden can bear another's bur- 
den, and if one heavy laden cries for help with his 
load, none of it will be lifted even though he [unto 
whom he cries] be of kin. You warn only those who 
fear their Lord in secret, and have established the 
prayer. He who purifies himself does so only for him- 
self. To Allah is the journeying. 
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19. The blind is not equal to he who can see, 

20. Nor darknesses with light; 

21. Nor is the shadow with the sun's full heat; . 

22. Nor are the living equal with the dead. Allah 
makes whom He will to hear. But you can' never cause 
to hear those who are in. the graves. 742 

23. You are but a warner. 

24. We have sent you with the Truth, a bearer of glad 
news and a warner; and there is not a nation but a 
warner has passed among them. 

25. If they deny you, those before them also denied. 
Their messengers came to them with clear proofs, and 
with the Books and the Book giving light. 

26. Then seized I those who disbelieved, and how 
intense was My retaliation. 

27. Have you not seen that Allah causes water to fall 
from the sky, and We produce therewith fruit of 
diverse hues; and among the hills are streaks white 
and red, of diverse hues and [others] raven-black; 
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28. And among men and beasts and cattle there are 
those of diverse hues? Only the learned among His 
servants fear Allah. And Allah is August, Forgiving. 743 

29. Those who read the Book of Allah, and establish 
the prayer, and spend of that which We have bestowed 
on them secretly and openly, they look forward to 
imperishable gain, 

30. That He will pay them their wages and increase 
them of His grace. He is Forgiving, Thankful. 



742 The final contrast between the Living and the Dead; those 
whose future has in it the promise of growth and fulfillment, and 
those who are inert and on the road to perish. With Allah every- 
thing is possible. He can give life to the dead. Those who are "in 
the graves here" are those whose hearts are dead, their graves 
being their bodies. 

743 In outer nature we can, through colors, understand and 
appreciate the finest shades and gradations. But in the spiritual 
world, that variation or gradation is even more subde, more com- 
prehensive, and more meaningful. Who can truly understand it? 
Only Allah's servants who have the inner knowledge which comes 



through their acquaintance with the spiritual world. It is such peo- 
ple who know that the fear of Allah is the beginning of wisdom. 
The first rung on the spiritual ladder that rises up to the Divine 
Presence Itself. 



FATIR*35 



438 



<■£>> <c£- -2i> >■•*> y'-'^ m\ >w\ /.*a /as xan. >£•> <£> <i<* <>>• -2£- <£> ---i^- - 
sv/ vw wy vw \5?> \v/ . vJv v*/ wy w/ w/ \v/ w/ x> ' r _^^l_^^_^^ = _ 






^^,< *>* < l x 1^ 



^ ^itr^f . n - '^ If Pi K ->* '* "^ 



JJ 



jli> hJ== c^j] Lac UlvJ^J ^t/**' ^L> Q^ 



% 

% 
% 
$ 
% 
$ 
$ 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

i! 



31. As for that which We revealed to you of the Book, it 
is the Truth confirming that which was [revealed] 
before it. Allah is indeed Aware, Seer of his servants. 

32. Then We gave the Book as inheritance unto those 

whom We elected of Our servants. But of them are 
some who wrong themselves, and of them are some 
who follow a middle course, and of them are some 
who outstrip [others] through good deeds, by Allah's 
leave. That is the great favor! 744 



33. Gardens of Paradise! They enter them wearing 
armlets of gold and pearl, and. their raiment therein is 
silk. 

34. And' they say: "Praise be to Allah, who has put 
grief away from us. Surely Our Lord is . Forgiving, 
Thankful ' ■ ' ; 

35. "Who, of His grace, has installed us in the man- 
sion of eternity, where toil touches us not nor 
weariness." 

36. As for those who disbelieve, for them is the fire of 
hell; it does not destroy them so that they die, nor is 
its torment lightened for them. Thus We punish every 

disbeliever. 

37. And they cry for help there, [saying]: "Our Lord! 
Release us; we will do right, not what we used to do." 
Did We not grant you a life long enough for him who 
reflects to reflect? And the warner came to you. Now 
taste! For the unjust there is no helper. 

38. Allah Knows the Unseen of the heavens and the 
earth. He knows all that is in the breasts. 



744 The custodians of the Qur'an after the Prophet were the 
People of Islam. They were chosen for the Book in- the sense that 
the Book was given for their age and the ages to come. They were 
charged to obey, preserve, and propagate it so that all mankind 
should receive the Message. But it does not follow that they are all 
true and faithful to their charge, asJndeed we see too painfully 
around us today. 
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39. He it is who has made you vicegerents on earth; so 
he who disbelieves, his disbelief is to his own detri- 
ment. For the disbelievers, in their Lord's sight, their 
disbelief increases them in nothing save abhorrence. 
Their disbelief increases for the disbelievers nothing 
save loss.. . • - 

40. Say: "Have you seen your associates to whom you 
pray beside Allah? Show me what they created of the 
earth! Or have they any portion in the heavens? Or 
have We given them a Book so that they act on clear 
proof from it?" No, the unjust promise one another 
nothing but illusion. 

41. It is Allah who holds the heavens and the earth that 
they deviate not, and if they were to deviate there is not 
one that could hold them after Him. Truly He is ever 
Forbearant, Forgiving. 

42. They used to swear on solemn oaths by Allah that 
if a warner had come to them, they would certainly 
have been better guided than any other nation. But 
when a warner came to them, it increased them in 
nothing but aversion to the Truth. 745 
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43. [Shown in their] behaving arrogantly in the land 
and plotting evil; and the evil plot encloses only the 
men who make it. Do they expect other than the treat- 
ment of the people of old? You will not find the pattern 
of Allah changing [into something else] nor will you 
find the pattern of Allah altering [even a little]. 

44. Have they not traveled in the land and seen 
the end of those who were before them, and they 
were mightier than these in power? Nothing in the 
heavens or in the earth escapes Allah. For He is 
Knowing, Able. __ 



745 In the first instance this referred to the Quraysh. Their atti- 
tude to the People of the Book had been one of lofty superiority. 
They accused the Jews and Christians of deviating from their reve- 
lations; and for themselves, they said they had received no direct 
revelation from Allah, or they would have shown themselves the 
most amenable to discipline, the most ready to follow Allah^ Law. 
This was before the Prophet received his mission from Allah. 
When he received it and announced it, they turned away. 






YA S I N * 36 



440 






**' /-j /\ <, *>>•: '> ^ \' */"\' i/^ * t x 





fegj 









45. If Allah took mankind to task for what they 
deserve, He would not leave a living creature on the 
surface of the earth; but He reprieves them to an 
appointed term, and when their term comes, Allah 
sees His servants. 

SURAH 36 

yA sin 

Reuealed at Makkah 

Ya Sin takes Its name from the two letters of the Arabic alphabet 
which stand as the first verse. This surah is regarded with special 
reverence, and is recited in times of adversity, illness, fasting and 
on the approach of death. It is called the "Heart of the Qur'an." 



YA SIN 

In the name of Allah, the All-Mercifiil, the Compassionate. 

i.Ya.SIn. 

2. By the wise Qur'an. 

3. Truly you are of those sent, 

4. On a straight path, ' ... 

5. A sending down from the August, the Compassion- 
ate, 

6. That you might warn a people whose fathers were 
not warned, so they are unaware. 

7. The word was proven true against the greater part 
of them, for they believe not. 

8. We have put on their necks yokes reaching unto the 
chins, so that their heads are raised, - 

9. And We have set a bar before them and a bar behind 
them, and [thus] have covered them so that they can- 
not see. 

10. Whether you warn them or you warn them not, it is 
alike for them, for they believe not. 

11. You warn only him who follows the Reminder and 

fears the All-Merciful in the Unseen. To him bear 
good news of forgiveness and a generous reward. 

12. We bring the dead to "life. We record that which 
they send before them and their footprints. And all 
things We have kept in a clear register. 
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13. Give them an example: The [story of] the people of 
the city when the messengers came to- them. 

14. When We sent to them, two, and they belied them 
both, so We reinforced them with a third, and they 
said: "We have been sent to you," 

15. They said: "You are but human beings like our- 
selves. The All-Merciful has not revealed any thing. 
You do but lie!" 

16. They answered: "Our Lord knows that we are 
indeed sent unto you, 

17. "And our duty is only to convey [the message] 
clearly." 

18. [The people of the city] said: "We augur ill of you: 
If you desist not, we shall surely stone you, and griev- 
ous torment will befall you at our hands." 746 

19. They said: "Your evil augury be with you! Is it 
because you are reminded [of the truth]? No, but you 
are a people who have exceeded their bounds." 

20. And there came from the farthest part of the city a 
man running. He cried: "0 my. people! Follow those 
who have been sent! 

21. "Follow those who ask of you no fee, and who are 
rightly guided. 

22. "For what cause. should I not worship Him Who 
has created me, and to Whom you will be brought 
back? 



74 6 Td'ir means a bird. Like the Roman augurs, the Arabs had a 
superstition about deriving omens from birds. Cf. the English 
word "auspicious," from the Latin avis, a bird. From Td'ir came 
tatayyara, or ittayyara, to draw evil omens. Because the prophets of 
Allah denounced evil, the evildoers thought that they brought ill 
luck to them. They set 'the birds to flight, and if they flew to the 
right hand side, it was a good omen, but if they flew to the left, it 
was a bad omen. . 
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23. "Shall I take [other] gods in place of Him when, if 
the All-Merciful should wish me any harm, their inter- 
cession will avail me nor can they save me? 

24. "Then I should be in error manifest. 

25. "Indeed I have believed in your Lord, so. hear me!" 

26. It was said [to him]: "Enter Paradise." He said: 
"Would that my people knew, 

27. "How my Lord has forgiven me and made me of 
the honored ones!" 
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28. We sent not down against his people after him a 
host from heaven, nor do We ever send. 

29. It was but one Cry and they were extinct. 747 

30. Woe for the servants! Never does a messenger 
come to them but that they mock him! 

31. Have they not seen how many generations We 

destroyed before them? How they do not return to 
them? 



32. But all, without exception, will be brought before 
Us. 

' 33. A sign for them is the dead earth. We revive it, and 
We bring forth from it grain so that they eat of it, 

.34. And. We have placed therein gardens of the. date- 
palm and grapes, and We have caused springs of 
water to gush forth, ■ . 

35. That they may eat of its fruit, and the labor of their 
hands. Will they not give thanks? 

36. Transcendent is He Who created all the pairs, of 
that which the earth grows and of themselves, and of 
that which they know not. 

37. And a sign for them is night. We strip it of the day, 

and they are in darkness. 748 

38. And the sun runs on to its resting-place. That is 
the measuring of the August, the Wise. 

39. And for the moon We have appointed mansions 
till it becomes like an old shriveled palm leaf 

40. It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor does 

the night outstrip the day. They float, each in an orbit. 



747 Allah's Justice or Punishment does not necessarily come 
with pomp and circumstance. A single mighty Blast — either the 
rumbling of an earthquake, or a great and violent wind — was suffi- 
cient in this case. 

748 Withdrawing the Day from the Night Is a striking phrase and 
very apt. The Day, or the Light, is the positive thing. The Night, or 
Darkness, is merely negative. We cannot withdraw the negative. 
But if we withdraw the real thing, the positive, which filled the 
void, nothing Is left but the void. The whole of this section deals 



with Signs and Symbols— things in the. physical world around 
us, from which we can learn the deepest spiritual truths if we 
earnestly apply ourselves to them. 
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41. And a sign to them is that We bear their offspring 
in the laden ship, 

42. And We have created for them similar [vessels] on 
which they ride. 

43. And if We will, We drown them, and there is no 
help for them, neither can they be saved; 

44. Unless by mercy from Us, and a comfort for a 
while. . 

45. When it is said to them: "Beware what is before 
you and what is behind- you, that you- may find. 

mercy." 749 

46. Never does a sign of the signs of their Lord come 
to them but they turn away from it! 

47. And when it is said to them: "Spend of that which 
Allah has provided you," those who disbelieve say 
unto those who believe: "shall we feed those whom 
Allah if He willed would feed? You are but in error 
manifest." 

48. And they say: "When will this promise be fulfilled 
if you are truthful?" 

49. They await but one Cry which will surprise them 
while they are arguing. 

50. Then they cannot make bequest, nor can they 
return to their own people. 750 
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51. And the Horn is blown, and from the graves they 
rise to their Lord, 

52. Saying: "Woe upon us! Who has raised us from 
our place of sleep? This is what the All-Merciful prom- 
ised, and the messengers spoke the truth," 751 

53. It is but one Cry, and they are brought together 
before Us! 

54. This day no soul is wronged in the least, nor will 
you be rewarded save what you used to do. 



1 Man should consider and beware of the consequences of his and mercy had already announced the Hereafter in their probation' 



past, and guard against the consequences in his future. The pres- 
ent is only a fleeting moment poised between the past and the 
future, and gone even while it is being mentioned or thought 
about. 

750 Then they will neither be able to make a will, nor be able to 
return to their families. 

751 The dead will rise as in a stupor, and they will be confused in 
the new conditions. They will gradually regain their memory and 
their personality. They will be reminded that Allah in His grace 



ary lives, and the word of Allah's messengers, which then. seemed 
so strange and remote, was true and was now being fulfilled. 
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55. This day the Garden's people are happily 
employed, 

56. They and their wives, in pleasant shades, reclining 
on couches, 

57. Much fruit will be there for them, and whatever 
they request. 

58. "Peace!" will be the word from a Merciful Lord, 

59. And keep apart on this day, criminals! 



60. Did I not command you, you sons of Adam, that 
you worship not the devil; for he is your manifest 
enemy? 752 

61. And that you should worship Me? That was the 
right path. 

62. And yet he has led astray of you a great multitude. 
Had you then no sense? 

63. This is hell which you were promised. 

64. Burn therein this day for that you disbelieved. 

65. This day We seal up their mouths, and their hands 
speak out, and their, feet bear witness as to what they 
used to earn. ' . ' ■ . . 

66. And had We willed, We could have obliterated 
their eyesight so that, when they race to the path, how 
will they see? 

67. And had We willed, We could have fixed them in 
their place, making them powerless to go forward or 
turn back. 

68. He whom We bring unto old age, We reverse him 
in creation [making him regress to weakness after 
strength]. Do they not understand? 

69. And we have not taught him [Muhammad] poetry, 
nor is it meet for him. This is but a Reminder and a 
clear Qur'an, 

70. To warn is alive, 753 and that the word may be ful- 
filled against the disbelievers. 



75* This is 'a gentle reproach to the wrongdoers, more in sorrow 753 "Alive," both in English and Arabic, means not only "having 

than in anger. They are addressed as "children of Adam," to physical life," but having all the active qualities which we associate 

emphasize two facts, (1) that they have disgraced their ancestry, with life. In religious language, those who are not responsive to 

for Adam after his Fall repented and was forgiven, and the high the realities of the spiritual world are no better than those who are 

destiny of mankind has been the prize open to all his descendants, dead. The Message of Allah penetrates the hearts of those who are 

and (2) that Allah the Most Merciful 4ras throughout the ages con- alive in the spiritual sense, 

tinued to warn mankind against the snares laid by Satan, who are , , , . . . 
obvious to those who wish to see. 
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71. Have they not seen how We have created for them 
of Our handiwork the cattle, so that they are their 
owners, 

72. And We have subdued them to them, so that some 
of them they ride, and some they eat? . ' " 

73. And we made in them benefits and beverages for 
them. Will they not give thanks? 

74. And they have taken [other] gods beside Allah that 
they may be helped. 

75. It is not in their power to help them; but they [the 
worshippers] are to them a host, gathered. 

76. So let not their speech grieve you; for. We know 
what they conceal and what they reveal. 

77. Has man not seen that We created him from a 
drop of seed, then he became an open opponent? 754 

78. And he has coined for Us a similitude, and has for- 
gotten the fact of his creation, saying: "Who will revive 
these bones when they have rotted away?" 

79. Say: "He will revive them Who produced them at 
the first, He who knows all creation, 
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80. "Who has made for you fire from the green tree, so 
that you kindle from it." 

81. Is not He Who created the heavens and the earth 
Able to create the like of them? Indeed! for He is the 
Knowing Creator. 755 

82. His command, when He intends a thing, is only 
that he says to it: "Be!" and it is. 

83. Transcendent is He in Whose hand is the domin- 
ion of all things! And to Him you will be returned! 



7 54 Man's disobedience and folly are all the more surprising, 
seeing that— apart from Allah's greatness and mercy— man is 
himself such a puny creature, created out of something that is less 
than a drop in the vast ocean of Existence. Yet man has the reck- 
lessness to stand out and dispute with his Maker, and institute idle 
comparisons, as in the next verse! 

7 55 Which is the more difficult to create— man, or the heavens 
and the earth? Allah created the heavens and the earth, and He can 
create worlds like these in infinity. To him it is a small matter to 
raise you up for the Hereafter! 
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SURAH 37 

AS-SAFFAT 

Reuealed at Makkah 

As-Sdjffat takes its name from a word in the first verse. The refer- 
ence in the first three verses is to the angels, as is made clear by 
verses 164-166, where the revealing angel speaks in person. Tradi- 
tion says that soothsayers and astrologers throughout the East 
were bewildered at the time of the Prophet's coming by the 
appearance in the heavens of a comet and many meteors which 
baffled all their science and made them afraid to sit at nights on 
high peaks to watch the stars, as was their general custom. They 
told enquirers that their familiars could no longer guide them, 
being themselves completely at a loss and terrified. This surah 
stands early in the middle group of Makkan surahs. 

THOSE WHO SET THE RANKS 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. By those who set the ranks, 

2. And those who drive [the clouds], 



3. And those who read the Reminder, 

4. Truly your god is One; 

5. Lord of the heavens and of the earth and all that is 
between them, and Lord of the sun's risings. 

6. We have adorned the lowest heaven with an orna- 
ment, the planets; 

7. To protect it from every rebellious demon. 

8. They cannot listen to the Sublime Assembly for they 
are pelted from every side, 

9. Repelled. Theirs is a perpetual torment; 

10. Save him who snatches a fragment, and there pur- 
sues him a piercing- flame. 

11. Then ask them [0 Muhammad]: Are they stronger, 
as a creation, or those whom We created? We created 
them of sticky clay. 

12. No, but you wonder when they mock. 

13. And when they are reminded, they heed not. • . 

14. And when they see a sign, they make a mockery of it, 

15. And they say: "This is but manifest magic! . 

16. "When we are dead and have become dust and 
bones, shall we then be resurrected? 

17. "And our forefathers?" 

18. Say [0 Muhammad]: "Yes! And you shall -be 

abased!" 

19. It will be but one Shout, and they will be 
[raised], looking. 

20. And they will say: "Woe to us! This is the 
Day of Judgement." 

21. This is the Day of Decision, which you used 
to belie. 

22. [And it is said to the angels]: "Assemble the 
unjust, together with their wives and what they 
used to worship, 

23. "Instead of Allah, and lead them to the path 
to hell; 

24. "And stop them, for they must be questioned." 
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25. Why do you not assist one another? 

26. No, but this day they make full submission. 

27. And some of them approached others, mutually 
questioning. 

28. Saying: "You used to come to us from the right 
hand side" [of authority, swearing that you spoke the 
truth]. 

29. They will answer: "No, it is you who were not 
believers. 

30. "We had no power over you, but you were trans- 
gressors. 

31. "Now the word of our Lord has been fulfilled con- 
cerning us. We.are about to taste [the punishment]. 

32. "Thus we misled .you. We were [ourselves] astray." 
33; On that day they willshare in the torment. 

34. Thus do we deal with the criminals. 

35. For when it was said unto them, "There is no god 
save Allah" they were proud. 756 

36. And they said "Shall we forsake our gods for a 
mad poet?" 

37. No! But he brought the Truth and confirmed [pre- 
vious] messengers. 

38. Taste the painful torment! 

39. You will be rewarded nothing but what you did! 

40. But the sincere servants of Allah; 

41. For them there is a known provision, 

42. Fruits. And they will be honored, 

43. In the Gardens of delight, 

44. On couches facing one another; 

45. A cup from a gushing spring is brought round for 
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them, 

46. White, delicious to the drinkers, 

47. Wherein there is no illness nor drunkenness. 

48. And with them are those of modest gaze, wide 
eyed. 

49. As though they were hidden eggs. 

50. And some of them draw near to others, mutually 
questioning. 

51. One of them said: "I had a comrade, 



75 5 Selfish arrogance was the seed of sin and rebellion: 2:34 (of 
Satan): 27:39 (of Pharaoh); etc. It is that kind of arrogance which 
prevents man from mending his life and conduct. When he speaks 
of ancestral ways, or public opinion, or national honor, he is usu- 
ally thinking of himself or of a small clique which thrives on 
injustice. 
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52. "Who used to say: 'Are you in truth of those who 
believe? 

53. "'When we are dead and have become mere dust 
and bones, can we be brought to account? 5 " 

54. He said: "Will you look?" 

55. Then he will look and see him in the depths of 

hell 

56. He will say: "By Allah, you nearly ruined me! 



57. "And had it not been for the favor of my Lord, I too 
had been of those brought forth. 

58. "Are we then not to die? [Say the people of para- 
dise.] 

59. "Except our former death, and are we not to be 
tormented? 

60. "This indeed is the immense triumph. 

61. "For the like of this, then, let the workers work!" 

62. Is this better as a welcome, or the tree of Zaqqiim? 757 

63. We have made it a chastisement for the unjust 

64. It is a tree that grows from the bottom of hell, 
'65. Its crop is as it were the heads of devils. 

66. And they must eat, and fill their bellies with it. 

67. Then they have a drink of boiling water, 

68. Then their return is to hell • ■ 

69. They found their fathers astray, 

70. And they hastened in their footsteps. 

71. And most of the men of old went astray before 
them, 

72. And We sent among them warners. 

73. See the end of those who were warned, 

74. But not the sincere servants of Allah. 

75. And Noah prayed to Us, and We are the best to 

answer. 

76. And We saved him and his household from the 
great distress, 



757 This bitter tree of Hell is a symbol to contrast with the beau- 
tiful Garden of Heaven with its delicious fruits. 
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77. And We made his seed the survivors, 

78. And We left for him among the later folk [the salu- 
tation]: 

79. Peace be unto Noah among all beings, 

80. Thus do We reward those who behave with excel- 
lence, 

81. He is one of Our believing slaves. 

82. Then We drowned the others. 

83. And from his party was Abraham. 

84. When he came to his Lord with a whole heart; 

85. When. he said to his father and his people: "What 
is it that you worship? . 

86. Is it a falsehood; gods beside Allah, that you. 
desire? . 

87. What then is your opinion of the Lord of the 
Worlds?" 

88. And he glanced a glance at the stars, 
.89. Then said: "I feel sick!" 

90. And they turned their backs and went away from 
him. 

91. Then he turned to their gods and said: "Will you 
not eat? 

92. "Why do you not speak?" 

93. Then he attacked them, striking with his right 
hand. 

94. And [his people] came toward him hastening. 

95. He said: "Do you worship what you yourselves 
carve, 

96. "When Allah has created you and what you make?" 

97. They said: "Build up for him a building, then 
throw him into the blaze." 

98. And they wished him ill, but We made them the 
undermost. 
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99. And he said: "I am going to my Lord, Who will 
guide me. 

100. "My Lord! Grant me one of the righteous." 

101. So We gave him the good news of a wise son. 

102. And when [his son] was old enough to walk with 
him, [Abraham] said: "0 my son, I have seen in a 
dream that I must sacrifice you, what do you think?" 
He said: "O my father! Do that which you are com- 
manded. Allah willing, you shall find me steadfast." 
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103. Then, when they had both surrendered to Allah, 

and he had turned him down on his face/ 58 

104. We called him: "0 Abraham! 

105. "You have fulfilled the vision. Thus do We reward 
those who are excellent." 

106. That was a clear test. 

107. Then We ransomed him with a great sacrifice, 

108. And We left for him among the later folk [the 
salutation] : 



109. Peace be upon Abraham! 

no. Thus do We reward those who are excellent. 

in. He is one of Our believing servants. 

112. And We gave him good news of the birth of Isaac, 
a Prophet from the virtuous. 

113. And We blessed him and Isaac. And of their seed 
are some who do good, and some who manifestly 
wrong themselves. 

114. And We favored Moses and Aaron, - 

115. And saved. them and their people from the great 
distress, 

116. And We helped them so that they became the vic- 
tors. . / . • . 

117. And We gave them the clear Book. 

118. And showed them the straight path. 

119. And We left for them among the later folk [the 
salutation] : 

120. "Peace be upon Moses and Aaron!" 

121. Thus do We reward those who are excellent. 

122. They are two of our believing servants. 

123. And Elijah was one of the messengers, 759 

124. When he said unto his folk: -"Will you not fear 
[Allah]? 

125. "Will you call upon Baal and forsake the Best of 
Creators, 

126. "Allah, your Lord and Lord of your forefathers?" 



758 Note that the sacrifice was demanded of both Abraham and 
Ishmael. It was a trial of the will of the father and the son. By way 
of trial the father had the command conveyed to him in a vision. 
He consulted the son. The son readily consented, and offered to 
stand true to his promise if his self-sacrifice was really required. 
The whole thing is symbolic. Allah does not require the flesh and 
blood of animals (22:37), muc h less of human beings. 

759 Elijah, Elyas in Arabic, whose story will be found in the Old 
Testament in 1 Kings xvii-xix and 2 Kings Hi, lived in the reign of 
Ahab (BC 896-874) and Ahaziah (BC 874-872), kings of the 
(northern) kingdom of Israel or Samaria. He was a prophet of the 



desert, like John the Baptist, and unlike our Prophet, who took 
part in, controlled, and guided all the affairs of his people. 
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127. But they denied him, so they will be brought forth. 

128. But not the sincere servants of Allah. 

129. And We left for him among the later folk [the salu- 
tation]: 

130. "Peace be upon Elijah!" 

131. Thus do We reward those who are excellent. 

132. He is one of our believing servants. 

133. And Lot was one of the messengers, 

134. We saved him and his household, . 

135. Save an old woman among those who stayed 
behind; 

136. Then We destroyed the others. 

137. And you pass by [the ruins of] them in the morn- 
ing, ... 

138. And at night-time; have you then no sense? 

139. And Jonah was one of the messengers/ 60 

140. When he fled to the laden ship, 

141. And then drew lots and was rejected; 

142. And the fish swallowed him; he was blameworthy; 

143. And had he not been one of those who glorify 
[Allah], 

144. He would have tarried in its belly till the day when 
they are raised; 

145. Then We cast him on a desert shore and he was 
sick; 

146. And We caused a tree of gourd to grow above him; 

147. And We sent him to a hundred thousand or more, 
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148. And they believed, therefore We gave them com- 
fort for a while. 

149. Now ask them [0 Muhammad]: "Has your Lord 
daughters whereas they have sons? 

150. "Or have we created the angels females while they 
were witnesses?" 

151. It is of their falsehood that they say: 

152. "Allah has begotten children." And they are liars! 

153. [And again of their falsehood]: "He has preferred 
daughters to sons." 



7 6 ° Jonah's mission was to the city of Nineveh, then steeped in 
wickedness. He was rejected but they later repented and obtained 
Allah's forgiveness. But Jonah had already "departed in wrath." 
(21:87) 
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154. What ails you? How do you judge? 

155. Will you not remember? 

156. Or have you a clear authority? 

157. Then produce your Book, if you are truthful. 

158. And they attribute kinship between Him and the 
jinn, whereas the jinn know well that they will be 
brought before Him/ 61 

159. Transcendent is Allah beyond that which they 
attribute [to Him.] 

160. But not the sincere servants of Allah. 



161. Verily, you and that which you worship, 

162. You cannot lead astray, 

163. Save him who is to burn in hell. 

164. There is not one of us [the angels] but has his 
assigned rank. 

165. We are the rangers. 

166. And We are the glorifiers. 

167. And indeed they used to say: 

168. "If only we had had before us a Reminder from 
the men of old, 

169. "We would be sincere servants of Allah." 

.170. [Now that it Is come] they disbelieve in it; but. 
they will come- to know. . : 

171. And Our word was given of old to Our servants 
whom We sent, " . 

172. That they would Indeed be helped, ' • 

173. And that Our host, they would be the victors. . 

174. So withdraw from them [0 Muhammad] awhile, 

175. And watch, for they will [soon] see. 

176. Would they hasten on Our torment? 

177. But when the torment comes home to them, then 
it will be an evil morning for those who have been 

warned. 

178. Withdraw from them awhile. 

179. And watch for they will [soon] see. 

180. Transcendent Is your Lord, the Lord of Might 
beyond that they describe, 

181. And peace be upon the messenger, 

182. And praised be Allah, Lord of the Worlds! 



761 The angels are at least pure beings engaged In the service of 
Allah. But the Pagan superstitions not only connect them with 
Allah as daughters but even connect Allah by relationship with all 
kinds of spirits, good or evil! In some mythologies the most evil 
powers are gods or goddesses as if they belonged to the family of 
Allah the Creator and had some semblance of equality with Him! 
This, too, is repudiated in the strongest terms. 
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SURAH 3£ 



SAD 

Revealed at Makkah 
This surah takes its name from the letter of the Arabic alphabet 
which stands alone as the first verse. Tradition says that the first 
ten verses were revealed when the leaders of Quraysh tried to per- 
suade Abu Talib to withdraw his protection from the Prophet. 

SAD 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. Sad. By the Qur'an, containing the Reminder, 

2. No! but those who disbelieve are in arrogance and 
discord. 762 

3. How many a generation We destroyed before them,, 
and they cried put when it was no longer the time for 
escape! 

4- And they marveled that a warner from among them- 
selves has come to them, and the disbelievers say: 
"This is a magician, a liar. 

5. Does he make all gods one God! That is indeed a 
marvelous thing!" 

6. The leaders among them went about, saying: "Go 
and be staunch to your gods! This is a thing devised! 

7. "We have not heard of this in later religion. This is 
but an invention. 763 

8. "Has the Reminder been sent down to him among 
us?" No! but they are in doubt concerning My 
reminder; no! but they have not yet tasted My torment. 

9. Or do they possess the treasures of mercy of your 
Lord, the August, the Bestower? 

10. Or is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth and 
all that is between them theirs? Then let them ascend 
by ropes! 

11. Any host of parties there will be defeated. 
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12. The people of Noah before them denied [their 
messenger], and also c Ad, and Pharaoh of the pillars. 

13. And [the tribe of] Thamud, and the people of Lot 
and the dwellers in the wood: these were the parties. 

14. They all denied the messengers, therefore My tor- 
ment was justified, 

15. These wait for but one Shout, there will be no sec- 
ond. 

16. They say: "Our Lord! Hasten on for us our fate 
before the Day of Reckoning." 



7 62 Teachings, warnings, and signs have been given by Allah to 
all nations and at all times, and yet nations have rebelled and gone 
wrong, and suffered destruction. If only later generations could 
learn that injustice of any kind results in self-destruction! For the 
justice of Allah merely carries out the result of their own choice 
and actions. Injustice may be social, racial, economic, or ecologi- 
cal leading to pollution. 

763 «if a Message had to come, why should it come to him, the 
orphan son of c Abd-Allah, and not to one of our own great men?" 



i 

it*: 






^iJEllDP SAD- 31 



454 



§ 
§ 



-2£- -^ "^ 4^ -asx /A x -2£> -^^ -^ ^ 'SS?- -^ '^ ^£> -^ "^ Jtv ' 
\V> vw \w w/ \vy w/ 



VW W> W/ V*V V«V \V/ NW * 












ly. Bear with what they say, and remember Our ser- 
vant David, possessor of power; he was ever turning in 
repentance [toward Allah] 764 

18. We subdued the hills to hymn the praises [of their 
Lord] with him at nightfall and sunrise, 

19. And the birds assembled; all were turning unto 

Him. 

20. We made his kingdom strong and gave him wis- 
dom and decisive speech. 



21. And has the story of the litigants come to you? 
How they climbed the wall into the chamber? 765 

22. When they burst in upon David, and he was afraid 
of them, they said: "Be not afraid! [We are] two liti- 
gants, one of whom has wronged the other, therefore 
judge aright between us; be not unjust; and show us 
the fairway. 

23. "This my brother has ninety nine ewes while I had 
one ewe and he said: 'Entrust it to me' and he over- 
whelmed me in speech." ■ • 

24. [David] said: "He has wronged you in demanding 
your ewe in addition to his ewes, and many partners 
oppress one another, save such as believe and do good 
works, and they are few." And David guessed that We 
had tried him, and he sought forgiveness of his Lord, 
and he bowed himself and fell down prostrate and 
repented. 

25. So We forgave him that; and he was given near- 
ness to Us and an excellent end. 

26. [And it was said unto him]: "0 David! We have set 
you as vicegerent earth; therefore judge aright between 
mankind, and follow not passions lest they divert you 
from the way of Allah. Surely those who wander from 
the way of Allah have a severe torment, for they forgot 
the Day of Reckoning." 



764 All' nature sings in unison and celebrates the praises of 
Allah. David was given the gift of music and psalmody, and there- 
fore the hills and birds are expressed as singing Allah's praises in 
unison with him. 

765 David was used to retiring to his private chamber at stated 
times for his devotions. One day, suddenly, his privacy was invad- 
ed by two men, who had obtained access by climbing over a wall. 
David was frightened at the apparition. But they said: "we have 
come to seek your justice as king; we are brothers, and we have a 
quarrel, which we wish you to decide." 
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27. And We created not the heaven and the earth and 
all that is between them in vain. That is the opinion of 
those who disbelieve, so woe to those who disbelieve 
from the Fire! 

28. Shall We treat those who believe and do good 
works as those who spread corruption in the earth; or 
shall We treat the pious as the wicked? 

29. [This is] a Book that We have sent down to you, 
full of blessing, that they may reflect upon it's signs, 
and that men of understanding may remember. 

30. And We bestowed on David, Solomon. How excel- 
lent a slave! He was ever turning in repentance [toward 
Allah]. 

31. When there were shown to him at eventide light- 
footed coursers 766 

32. And he said: "I have preferred the. good things [of 
the world] to the remembrance of my Lord;" till they 
were taken out of sight behind the curtain. 

33. [Then he said]: "Bring them back to me," and fell 
to slashing legs and necks. 

34. And We tried Solomon, and set upon his throne a 
body. Then did he repent. 

35. He said: "My Lord! Forgive me and bestow on me 
sovereignty such as shall not belong to any after me 
For you are the Bes tower." 

36. So We made the wind subservient to him, blowing 
at his command whereever he intended. 

37. And the demons every builder and diver. 

38. And others linked together in chains, 
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39. [Saying]: "This is Our gift, so give or withhold, 
without reckoning." 

40. And he was given nearness to Us and an excellent 
end. 

41. And make mention [0 Muhammad] of Our slave 
Job, when he cried to his Lord [saying]: "The devil has 
afflicted me with distress and suffering." 

42. [And it was said to him]: "Strike the ground with 
your foot. This [spring] is a cool bath and a refreshing 
drink." 



766 Like his father David, Solomon was also most meticulous in 
not allowing the least motive of self to be mixed up with his spiri- 
tual virtues. He was fond of horses and had great armies and 
wealth; but he used them all in Allah's service. 
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43. And We bestowed on him [again] his household 
and the like thereof, a mercy from Us, and a reminder 
for men of understanding. 

44. And [it was said to him]: "Take in your hand a 
twig, strike with it and break not your oath." We 
found him steadfast; how excellent a slave! He was 
ever turning in repentance [to his Lord]. 

45. And make mention of Our slaves Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob; men of power and vision. 



46. We purified them with a pure thought, remem- 
brance of the Home [of the Hereafter]. 

47. In Our sight they are of the elect, the best. 

48. And make mention of Ishmael and Elisha and 
Dhu'I-Kifl. All are of the chosen. 

49. This is a reminder. And surely for those who fear 
[Allah] is an excellent end. 

50. Gardens of Paradise, the gates of which are 
opened for them, 

51. Where, reclining, they will call for plentiful fruit 
and cool drink.. ■ 

52.- And beside them will be chaste women restraining 
their glances, of equal age. : 

53. This it is that you were promised for the Day of 
Reckoning: ' 

54. This in truth is Our provision, which will never 
waste away. . ' • 

55. This [is for the righteous]. And for the transgres- 
sors there will be an evil journey's end, 

56. Hell, where they will burn, an evil resting place. 

57. This is a boiling and pus, so let them taste it, 

58. And other torments of similar kind. 

59. Here is an army rushing blindly with you. [Those 
who are already in the fire say] no word of welcome 
for them. They will roast in the fire. 

60. They say: "No! You are the [misleaders], for you 
there is no word of welcome. You prepared this for us. 

Now evil is this place of abiding." 

61. They say: "Our Lord! Whoever has brought this 
upon us, give him a double portion of the Fire." 
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62. And they say: "Why do we not see the men whom 
we counted among the wicked? 

63. "Did we take them [wrongly] for a laughing-stock, 
or have our eyes missed them?" 

64. That is the truth; the wrangling of the dweller in 
the Fire. 

65. Say [to them, Muhammad]: "I am only a warner, 
and there is no god save Allah, the One, the Irre- 
sistible. 

66. "Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that is 
between them, the August, the Forgiving." 

67. Say: "This [Qur'an] is formidable news. 

68. "From which you are turning away. 767 

69: "I had no knowledge of the Supreme Assembly 
when they disputed; 

70. "It. is revealed to me only that I may be a clear 
warner." 

71. When your Lord said to the angels: "I am creating 
a human being from clay, 

72. "So when I have fashioned him and breathed into 
him of My spirit, then fall down before him prostrate," 

73. The angels fell down prostrate, every one. 

74. Except Satan; he was proud and became one of the 
disbelievers. 

75. He said: "0 Satan! What prevents you from falling 
prostrate before that which I have created with both 
My hands? Are you too proud, or are you of the Exalted 
Ones?" 

76. He said: "I am better than him. You created me of 
fire while him you created of clay." 
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^ The hierarchy in Heaven, under Allah's command, discuss 
questions of high import in the Universe. Those are not necessari- 
ly revealed to men, except insofar as it is good for men to know, as 
in verses 71-85 below. But the chief thing for man is to know that 
Allah is Most Merciful, that He forgives again and again, and^that 
Evil has no power over those who trust in Allah. 
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77. He said: "Go out from here! You are a repudiate! 

78. "And My curse is on you till the Day of Judge- 
ment." 

79. He said: "My Lord! Reprieve me till the day when 
they are raised." 

80. He said: "You are reprieved," 

81. Until the day of the dme appointed. 

82. He said: "Then by Your might, I shall beguile them 
all, 

83. "Save Your sincere servants among them." 
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84. He said: "The Truth is, and the Truth I speak, 

85. "That I shall fill hell with you and with such of 
them as follow you, all together." 

86. Say [O Muhammad]: "I ask of you no fee for this, 

and I am no impostor. 

87. "It is but a reminder for all peoples. 

88. "And you shall know the truth of it in a while." 



SURAH 3 9 

AZ-ZUMAR 

Revealed at Ma Idea h 

This surah takes its name from a word meaning troops or compa- 
nies, which occurs in verses 71 and 73. The verses 53-55 were 
revealed at Madman. 

THE TROOPS 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. The Book is from Allah the August, the Wise. 

2. We have sent down this book to you [Muhammad] 
in truth; so worship Allah alone, making religion pure . 
for Him.. 

3. Pure Religion is for Allah only! And those who have 
taken protecting friends beside Him [say:] "We wor- 
ship them only that they may bring us closer to Allah." 
Allah will judge between them concerning all that in 
which they differ. Allah does not guide any liar and 
disbeliever. 

4. If Allah had willed to take a son, He could have cho- 
sen anyone He pleased out of His creation: 
Transcendent is He! He is Allah, the One, the Irre- 
sistible. 

5. He has created the heavens and the earth in truth. 
He makes night to succeed day, and day to succeed 
night. He has so subjected the Sun and the Moon that 
each is moving till an appointed time. He is the 
August, the Forgiving? 
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6. He created you [all] from a single being, then from 
that being, He created its mate. He has given you eight 
heads of cattle in pairs, male and female. He created 
you in the wombs of your mothers, in stages, one after 
another, in a threefold. This same Allah [Whose works 
are these] is your Lord. His is the Sovereignty. There is 
no god save Him. Why, then, do you turn away [from 
Him]?? 68 

7. If you are thankless, yet Allah is Independent of 
you, though He is not pleased with thanklessness for 
His servants; and if you are thankful He is pleased 
with you. No soul will bear the burden of another; ulti- 
mately, to your Lord is your return, when He will 
declare to you the truth of all you have been doing [in 
this life]. He knows what is in the breasts. 769 

8. When harm touches man, he cries to his Lord, turn- 
ing to Him in repentance; yet no sooner does He 
bestow on him a favor from Him then he forgets that 
for which he had cried before and sets up rivals to 
Allah, in order to lead astray from His way. Say: "Enjoy 
your disbelief for a while; you are of the people of the 
Fire." 
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9. Is one who worships devoudy during the hours of 
night, prostrating or standing [in adoration] and who 
dreads the terrors of the life to come and hopes for the 
mercy of his Lord [like one who does not]? Say: "Are 
those who know and those who do not know equal?" 
But only men of understanding will remember. 

10. Say: "0 My servants who have believed, fear your 
Lord. For those who do good in this world there is 
good, and Allah's earth is spacious. Those who endure 
with patience will be rewarded without measure." 



768 The eight heads of cattle are the camel, cow, sheep and goat, 
male and female. The three veils of darkness which cover the 
unborn child are: the belly, the womb and membrane. It is clear 
that you owe your very existence and your maintenance, growth, 
and preservation to Allah. How is it that you are turned away by the 
mundane from Him? 

769 Allah is independent of all wants; therefore man's thankless- 
ness does not affect Allah. But He cares for man, and therefore 
man's thankfulness earns Allah's good pleasure, and man's ingrati- 
tude and rebellion are displeasing to Him. The account is between 
you and Allah. No one else can take your burden or carry your sins. 
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ii. Say: "Verily I am commanded to worship to wor- 
ship Allah, making religion pure for Him. 

12. "And I am commanded to be the first of those who 
are Muslims [surrender to Him]." 

13. Say: "If I should disobey my Lord, I fear the tor- 
ment of a formidable day." 

14. Say: "I shall worship Allah alone, making my reli- 
gion sincerely His. 

15. "As for you, worship what you will, beside Him. 




The real losers will be those who lose themselves and 
their housefolk on the Day of Arising." That will be 
the manifest loss. - 

16. They shall be covered with layers of fire from above 
and from beneath. This is that with which Allah 
frightens His servants. my servants, fear me! 

17. Those who turn away from false gods and do not 
worship them, and turn to Allah in repentance, for 
them there are glad news. Therefore give glad news to 
My servants, 

18. Who listen to the word and follow what is best in 
it. Such are those whom Allah has guided, and such 
are men of understanding. 

19. He for whom torment has already been decreed, 
can you rescue him who has already fallen into the 
Fire? 

20. But those who feared their Lord, for them there are 
high mansions, built with story upon story, beneath 
which there will be rivers flowing.. This is Allah's 
promise: Allah never fails in His promise. 

21. Have you not seen that Allah has sent down water 
from the sky and has caused it to penetrate the earth 
as water springs, then He brings forth thereby a vari- 
ety of crops of different kinds, and afterward they 
wither and you see them turn yellow; then He makes 
them crumble away. In this is a reminder for men of 
understanding. ■ 
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22. Is he whose breast Allah has expanded for Islam, 
so that he follows a light from. his Lord, [as he who 
disbelieves]? Woe to those whose hearts are hardened 
against the remembrance of Allah. They are in mani- 
fest error. 

23. Allah has sent down the most beautiful Message in 
the form of a Book, consistent with itself [wherein 
promises of reward are] paired [with threats of pun- 
ishment], whereat the skins of those who fear their 
Lord tremble, and then their skins and hearts soften to 
Allah's remembrance. Such is Allah's guidance: He 
guides to the Right Way whom He wishes. But whom- 
soever Allah sends astray, has no guide whatever. 

24. Is, he who will face the evil torment on the day of 
Arising [as he who is secure]? And it will be said to the 
unjust: "Taste what you had been earning." 

25. Those before them [also] denied, and so the tor- 
ment overtook them from whence they were unaware. 

26. Thus Allah made them taste disgrace in this life of 
the world, but the torment of the Hereafter will be 
greater, if they only knew! 

27. And We have given mankind in this Qur'an every 
kind of example, so that they may take heed. 
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28. It is a Qur'an in Arabic, without any crookedness, 
that they fear [Allah]. 

29. Allah gives an example: Is a man shared by many 
masters, each pulling him to himself; and another 
man who entirely belongs to one master. Gan the two 
be equal? Praise be to Allah! But most of them have no 
knowledge. 

30. [0 Prophet!] You will surely die and they will die. 

31. Then on the Day of Judgement in your Lord's pres- 
ence you will settle your disputes. 
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32. And who does greater injustice than one who 
utters a lie concerning Allah and denies the truth 
when it comes to him? Is there not in Hell an abode 
for disbelievers? 

33. And he who came with the truth and he who con- 
firmed it; they are the God-fearing. 

34. They shall have everything that they desire from 
their Lord: Such is the reward of those who are excel- 
lent 



35. That Allah may expiate for them their worst deeds, 
and recompense them according to the best of what 
they have done. -.. ... ■ 

36. Will not Allah suffice His slave? They threaten you 
with other [gods] beside Him. He whom Allah lets go 
astray, there is no guide for him. . . 

37. And he whom Allah guides, for him there can be 
no misleader. Is not Allah August, and Capable of 

revenge? 

38. And, if you should ask them who created the heav- 
ens and the earth, they will say, "Allah. 55 Say: "Do you 
think then, of those you worship beside Allah, If Allah 
willed some hurt for me, could they remove from me 

His hurt; or if He willed some mercy for me, could 
they restrain His mercy?" Say: "Allah is my sufficiency. 
In Him do the trusting trust. 55 

39. Say: "0 my people! Act in your manner. So shall I. 
You will come to know, 

40. Who it is to whom comes a torment that will abase 
him, and who will suffer an abiding torment." 
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41. [0 Prophet!] We have sent down to you the Book 
for mankind with the truth. He who is right guided is 
so for his own soul, and he who goes astray, injures 
his own soul. And you are not a guardian over them. 

42. Allah receives the souls at the time of their death, 
and those that have not yet died, during sleep. Then 
He withholds those for whom He has ordained death 
and restores the souls of others till an appointed term. 
In this are signs for people who reflect. 

43. Or have they taken besides Allah others as inter- 
cessors? Say: "[Will they intercede] even if they have 
no power whatever, nor intelligence?" 

44. Say: "Intercession is wholly in the power of Allah. 
His is the Sovereignty of the heavens and the earth. To 
Him you will be brought back." 

45. And when Allah alone is mentioned the hearts of 
those who do not believe in the Hereafter are filled 
with repulsion; and when those [whom they worship] 
beside Him are mentioned, they are filled with joy. 
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46. Say: "0 Allah, Creator of the heavens and the 
earth! Knower of the Invisible and the Visible! You will 
judge between your slaves in those matters about 
which they differ." 

47. If the unjust possessed all the wealth of the earth, 
and as much more, they would be prepared to offer it 
all as ransom to escape the terrible punishment on the 
Day of Arising; but something will appear to them 
from Allah which they had never anticipated. 
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48. There the evil results of their deeds will confront 
them, and that which they used to mock will surround 
them. 

49. Now, when hurt touches man, he calls upon Us, 
and when We bestow a favor on him, he says; "I have 
been given this because of my knowledge!" No! it is a 
trial But most of them do not know. 

50. Thus the [generations] before them said it, but 

whatever they earned did not avail them. 



51. So, the evil results of their deeds overtook them. 
And the unjust of this [generation]: the evil results of 
their deeds will soon overtake them [too]. They cannot 
escape. ■ . 

52. Do they not know that Allah increases provision 
for whom He wills, and restricts, it [for whom .He 
wills]? In this there are signs for people who believe. 

53. Say: "0 my servants who have been excessive 
against their own good! Do not despair of Allah's 

mercy! For Allah forgives all sins; for He is indeed For- 
giving, Compassionate. 

54. Turn to your Lord repentant, and submit to Him, 
before the torment overtakes you when you shall not 

be helped. 

55. And follow the best of what is sent down to you 
from your Lord, before the torment comes on you sud- 
denly while you are unaware. 

56. Lest any soul should say: "How remorseful I am 
that neglected my duty to Allah, and I was among the 
mockers." 
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57. Or should say: "If only Allah had guided me I 
should have been among the God-fearing." 

58. Or should say when it sees the torment: "If only I 
had another chance, I should certainly be among. the 
doers of good!" 

59. [But now the reply will be:] "No! My signs came to 
you and you denied them and showed arrogance, and 
you were among the disbelievers." 

60. And on the day of Arising you will see those who 
lied concerning Allah with their faces blackened. Is 
there not in Hell enough room for the arrogant? 

61. And Allah will deliver those who feared [Him] to 
their triumph. No evil shall touch them neither will 
they grieve. 

62. Allah is the Creator of everything; and He is the 
Guardian over all things. 

63. His are the keys of the heavens and the earth; and 
the losers are only those who reject the signs of Allah. 

64. Say [0 Prophet, to the disbelievers]: "Is it someone 
other than Allah that you bid me worship, ignorant 
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65. It was Revealed to you and to all the Prophets 
before you has been this: "if you ascribe a partner to 
Allah, all your works will be vain, and you will be 
among the losers." 

66. Therefore, you should worship only Allah and be 
thankful. 

67. And they have not esteemed Allah as He has the 
right to be esteemed; when the whole earth is His 
handful on the Day of Arising, and the heavens will be 
rolled up in His right hand. Transcendent is. he and 
High above that they associate [with Him]. 
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68. And the Horn will be blown, and all those who are 
in the heavens, and the earth will swoon, except those 
whom Allah may allow [to live]. Then the Horn will be 
blown a second time, and they will all stand up, 
looking. 

69, And the earth will shine with the light of it's Lord, 
and the Book will be placed open, and the Prophets 
and the witnesses will be brought, and the people will 
be judged with full equity, and none will be wronged. 



70. And each soul will be paid in full for whatever it 
had done. And He Knows best what. they do. 

71. [After this judgement] those who had disbelieved 
will be driven to Hell in groups, till, when they reach 
it, its gates will be opened, and its keepers will say to 
them: "Did not messengers of -your own come to you, 
reciting to you the signs of your Lord,. and warning 
you of the meeting of this your Day?" They will say: 
"Yes, they did come, but the Decree of punishment 
has proved true against the disbelievers." 

72. It will be said to them: "Enter the gates of Hell to 
dwell therein for ever. What an evil abode for the arro- 
gant!" ' . 

73. And those who had feared their Lord will be led to 
the Garden in groups till, when they arrive there, and 
its gates will already have been opened, its keepers 
will say: "Peace be upon you! You have done well. 
Enter here to dwell forever." 

74. They will say: "Praise be to Allah, Who has ful- 
filled His promise to us, and has made us inherit the 
land; now we can dwell in. the Garden wherever we 
like." How excellent a reward for the doers [of right]! 
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75. And you will see the angels circling the Throne, 
glorifying their Lord with His praises; and the people 
will be judged with, full equity, and it will be said: 
"Praise is for Allah, the Lord of the Worlds!" 



SURAH 40 

AL-MU'MIN" 

Reuealed at Makkah 

Also known as Ghajir, this surah was revealed at Makkah, with the 
exception of verses 56 and 57, which were revealed at Madlnah. 
This surah takes its name from verses 28-45, which describe the 
attempt of a believer, inthe house of Pharaoh, to dissuade his peo- 
ple from opposing Moses and Aaron. 

THE BELIEVER 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Ha. Mim. 

2. The sending down of the Book from Allah, the 
August, the Knowing. 

3. The Forgiver of sins, -the Acceptor of repentance, 
the Stern in punishment, the Bountiful. There is no 
deity beside Him. To Him is the final end. 

4. None dispute concerning the Signs of Allah except 
the disbelievers: so let not their roaming about in the 
land deceive you. 

5. Before them the people of Noah also denied, and so 
did many people after them. And every people tried to 
seize their Messenger and tried to defeat the Truth by 
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means of falsehood, but I seized them, and how [fear- 
some] was My punishment! 

6. Thus was the word of your Lord proved true against 
the disbelievers; that they are the people of the Fire! 

7. Those who bear the Throne and those around it, 
extol the praises of their Lord. They affirm faith in 
Him, and ask forgiveness for the believers, [saying]: 
"Our Lord! You embrace everything in Your mercy and 
knowledge, so forgive those who repent and follow 
Your Way: and preserve them from the torment of hell! 
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8. Our Lord! Admit them to the Gardens of Paradise 
which You have promised them, and [admit therein 
also] of their parents and wives and children who are 
righteous. For You are the August, the Wise. 

9. And preserve them from [all] evils, for he whom 
You preserve from evils on the Day of Arising, to him 
You have showed great mercy. And that is the 
immense success." 



10. The disbelievers will be addressed [on that Day]: 
"Allah's wrath against you is greater than your own 
anger against yourselves [today], because you were 
called to faith and you refused." . 

11. They will say; "Our Lord! You have made us die 
twice and You have made us live twice. Now we con- 
fess our sins. Is there any way to depart from here? 

12. [They will be answered:] "This is because when 
Allah was invoked alone you disbelieved, but when 
some partner was ascribed to Him, you believed. Now 
the judgement belongs only to Allah, High, the Great 

13. He it is Who shows you His Signs and sends down 
for you provision from the sky; but only those remem- 
ber who turn [to Allah] repentant 

14. Therefore, [0 believers] pray to Allah with sincere 
devotion, even though the disbelievers may detest it." 

15. Possessor of the' exalted ranks and of the Throne. 
He lets the Spirit descend at His behest upon whom 
He will of His slaves, that He may warn of the Day of 
Meeting. 

16. The Day when they shall rise up [from their graves] 
with nothing hidden from Allah, [On that Day it will 
be asked:] "Whose is the Sovereignty today?" "It 
belongs to Allah the.One, the Irresistible." 
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17. That Day every soul shall be paid for what it has 
earned. On that Day none shall be wronged. And Allah 
is swift at reckoning. 

18. [0 Prophet] warn them of the near day when 
hearts will leap up to the throats and choke them; 
when the unjust will have no friend, nor any interces- 
sor who will be listened to. 

19. Allah knows, the treachery of the eyes, and what 
breasts conceal. 

20. Allah will judge by the truth, but those whom they 
invoke besides Him can judge nothing at all. Allah is 
the Hearing, the Seeing. 

21. Have they not traveled in the land to see the end of 
those who were before them? They were stronger than 
they in power, and [have left] mightier traces in the 
land, yet Allah seized them because of their sins, and 
there was none to save them from Allah. 

22. That was because their messengers kept bringing 
them clear signs but they disbelieved; so Allah seized 
them. He is Strong, and stern is His torment. 
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23. And We sent Moses with Our signs and clear 
authority. 

24. To Pharaoh, Haman and Korah, but they said: "A 
lying magician." 

25. And when he brought them the Truth from Our 
presence, they said: "Kill the sons of those who believe 
with him, and keep alive their females." But the plot of 
disbelievers was vain. 
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26. And Pharaoh said: "Let me kill Moses, and let him 
call upon his Lord! 1 fear that he will change your reli- 
gion, or will cause mischief to appear on the land." 

27. Moses said: "I have taken refuge in my Lord and 
your Lord against every arrogant one who does not 
believe in the Day of Reckoning." 

28. And a believing man of Pharaoh's kinsfolk, who 

had kept his faith hidden, said: "Would you kill a man 
merely because he says, 'My Lord is Allah? 5 whereas he 
has brought clear proofs to you from your Lord? If he 



is a liar, his lie will recoil on him; but if he is truthful, 
some of what he threatens you will befall you. Allah 
does not guide one who is a transgressor and a liar. 

29. my people! Yours is the kingdom today, being 
dominant in the land, but who will. save us from the 
wrath of Allah should it reach us?" Pharaoh said:' "I 
show you only what I see. Nor do I guide you except to 
the right path." 

30. The man who had believed, said: "0 my people! I 
indeed fear for you a fate like that of the factions [of 

Old]; . * 

31. Like the fate of the people of Noah, c Ad, and 
Ihamud, and those after them. And Allah does not 
will injustice for His slaves." 

32. And, my people! I fear for you the Day of Sum- 
moning, 

33. A day when you will turn to flee, having no protec- 
tor from Allah; and he whom Allah sends astray, for 
him there is no guide. 
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34. And before this Joseph had brought to you clear 
proofs, but you continued to be in doubt concerning 
what he brought; and when he died, you said: "Allah 
will never send another messenger after him." Thus 
does Allah let the transgressors and doubters go 
astray. 770 

35. Those who dispute Allah's signs without any 
authority having reached them, it is greatly hateful in 
the sight of Allah and in the sight of those who 
believe. Thus does Allah seal the heart of every arro- 
gant tyrant. 

36. And Pharaoh said: "0 Haman, build for me a 
tower, that I may reach the ways. 

37. "The ways of [reaching] the heavens, and that I 
may mount up to the God of Moses, though I think 
him to be a liar." 771 Thus was the evil that he made 
seem fair to Pharaoh and he was barred from the 
[Right] Way. His plot led to nothing but [his own] 
ruin. 



77° The interval between Joseph and Moses (peace be upon 
them) was not very long/Joseph's Pharaoh was of the people of 
Amalika, and Moses' Pharaoh of Copts. Ignoring the spiritual 
message, Egyptians persecuted Israelites who were in Egypt and 
Moses rescued them. 

^ Pharaoh, thinks that the Kingdom of Heaven resembtes a 
kingdom on earth. He envisages spiritual things in terms of mate- 
rial ones, just as most people do today. 
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38. The man who had believed said: "0 my people! 
Follow me; I shall show you the right way. 

39. "O my people! The life of this world is nothing but 
a passing comfort; and the Hereafter, that is the ever- 
lasting abode. 

40. "He who does an evil deed shall be repaid its like, 
while he who has faith and does good works, whether 
male or female, shall enter the Garden, where they 
shall have provision without measure. 
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41. "And my people! How is it that I call you to sal- 
vation and you call me to the Fire? 

42. "You call me to deny Allah, and to set up with Him 
partners of whom I know nothing; while I call you to 
the August, the Forgiving. 

43. "Without doubt, those to whom you call me have 
no claim in this world or in the Hereafter, and our 
return will be to Allah, and the transgressors are 

people of the Fire. 



44. "Soon you, will remember what I say to you. To 
Allah I commit my cause; surely Allah is ever watchful 
over His servants." - 

45. So, Allah delivered him from the evils which they 
plotted, and the people of Pharaoh were overtaken by 
an evil torment. 

46. The Fire! They are exposed to it morning and 
evening; and on the day when the Hour comes: "Let 
the people of Pharaoh enter the worst torment!" 

47. They will dispute with each other in the Fire. The 
weak ones will say to those that had been arrogant, 

"We were your followers, will you therefore save us 
from some of the Fire?" 

48. Those who had been arrogant will say: "We are all 
in it, and Allah has judged between the servants." 

49. And those in the Fire will say to its keepers, 
"Implore your Lord to relieve our torment for one 
day!" 
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50. They will say: "Did not your Messengers come to 
you with clear proofs?" They will say: "Yes." They will 
say: "Then pray [for help] for yourselves, but the 
prayers of disbelievers are in vain." 

51. We help Our Messengers and those who believe, in 
the life of the world, and on the Day when the witness- 
es stand up. 

52. The day when excuses of the unjust will avail them 
nothing, and theirs is the curse, and theirs is the evil 
abode. 

53. And We gave Moses the guidance and made the 
Children of Israel to inherit the Book. 

54. A guide and a reminder for men of understanding. 

55. Therefore have patience [0 Muhammad]; Allah's 
promise is true. Ask forgiveness of your fault, and 
extol the praises of your Lord morning and evening. 

56. Those who dispute concerning the signs of Allah 
without any authority having come to them, there is 
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nothing but pride in their hearts; but they will never 
attain to their ambitions. Therefore take refuge in 
Allah. He is the Hearer, the Seer. 

57. The creation of the heavens and the earth is a 
greater thing than the creation of mankind; but most 
of mankind do not know. 

58. And the blind and the seeing are not equal, nor are 
those who believe and do good works [equal to] the 
evil-doers, little do you remember. 
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59. The Hour will come, there is no doubt about it, yet 
most people do not believe. 

60. Your Lord has said: "Call on Me 5 and I will answer 
you. Those who are too arrogant to worship Me will 
enter Hell, disgraced." 

61. It is Allah Who made the night for you to rest in it 
and the day for seeing. Allah is full of favor to people, 
yet most people do not give thanks. 



62. Such is Allah, your Lord, Creator of all things. 
There is no god but Him. How, then, are you. being 
deluded? 

63. Likewise are those. who deny the. signs of Allah 
deluded. 

64. It is Allah who appointed for you the earth as a 
dwelling-place and the sky a canopy over it, and fash- 
ioned you and made your shapes beautiful, and has 
provided you with good things. Such is Allah, your 
Lord. So, Blessed is Allah, the Lord of the Worlds! ' 

65. He is the Living, there is no god but He. So, pray 
to Him, making religion pure for Him only. Praise be 
to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds! 

66. Say [0 Muhammad] to the people: "I am forbid- 
den to worship those whom you call upon instead of 
Allah, now that clear proofs have been given me from 
my Lord, and I have been commanded to surrender to 

the Lord of the Worlds." 
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67. He it is who created you from dust, then from a 
drop [of sperm], then from a clot, then He brings you 
forth as a child, then [He ordains] that you attain full 
strength and afterward that you become old men, 
though some of you may die before. This is. done so 
that you may reach an appointed term, and may under- 
stand. 

68. It is He Who ordains life and death. When He 
decrees a thing, He only says: "Be!" and it is. 

69. Do you not. see those who dispute concerning 
Allah's signs, how they are turned away? 

70. Those who have denied the Book and the Message 
with which We have sent Our Messengers will soon 
know. 

71. When with chains and shackles round their necks 
they will be dragged, 

72. Through boiling waters; then they are cast into the 
Fire. 

73. Then it will be said to them: "Where are those 
whom you set up as partners, 

74. "Besides Allah?" They will say: "They have been 
lost to us; no, we did not invoke anything before [that 
had real existence.]" Thus Allah leaves the disbelievers 
astray. 
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75. [And it will be said to them]: "You have met this 
fate because you rejoiced in the earth in things other 
than the truth and because you were insolent. 

76. Enter the gates of Hell to stay therein forever. Evil 
is the abode of the arrogant!" 

77. Therefore have patience [0 Muhammad]. For the 
promise of Allah is true. Whether We let you witness a 
part of the [evil consequences] with which We are 
threatening them, or recall you [from the world in 
death] before it is fulfilled, to Us they will. 
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78. We sent many a Messenger before you; of some 
We have already related to you the story, of others We 

have not It was never in the power of any Messenger 
to bring a sign without Allah's leave. Then when 
Allah's command came, the judgement was passed 

with justice and those who followed falsehoods were 
then the losers. 772 

79. It is Allah Who has provided you with cattle, that 
you may ride on some, and eat of others. 



80. And you have [many] benefits from them; you may 
satisfy through them a desire in your breasts, and you 
are carried on them as well as on ships. 

81. And He shows His. signs. Which, then of the signs 
•of Allah will you deny? ' . - 

82. Have they not traveled in the earth to see the fate, of 
those who had gone before them? They, were more 

numerous and stronger in. might and have left greater 
traces of their power in the earth; yet what they earned 
did not avail them in anything. 

83. And when their messengers brought them clear 
proofs they exulted in the knowledge that they already 
had, but soon they were overtaken by that at which 
they had been mocking. 

84. When they saw Our doom, they said: "We believe 
in Allah alone, and reject what we used to associate 

with Him." 

85. But when they saw Our doom, their belief could 
not avail them. That was the pattern of Allah to deal 
with His servants; and then the disbelievers will be 
lost. 



772 It is accepted that Allah has sent' 124,000 Messengers. It is 
pointed out that the Messengers were "sent," they did not come 
forward through their own effort, and they were supported by mir- 
acles. In the Qur'an only 25 prophets' names are mentioned. 
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SORAH 41 

FUSSILAT 

Reuealed at Makkah 
This surah takes its name from a word occurring in verse 3. It is 
also known as "Hd-MTm," and "al-Masablh." 

THEY ARE EXPOUNDED 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

..i. Ha. MIm. 

2. [This is] A sending down from the All-Merciful, the 
Compassionate. 

3. A Book, the signs of which are well expounded; a 
Qur'an in Arabic for people who know, 

4. Giving good news and warning, yet most of them 
have turned away, so that they do not hear. 

5. And they say: "Our hearts are shielded against that 
to which you are inviting us; our ears have become 
deaf, and between you and us there is a veil, so do as 
you will; we, too, shall do as we will" 

6. [O Prophet], say [to them]: "I am only a human 
being like you. It is revealed to me that your God is 
only One God, so be upright before Him and ask Him 
to forgive you. And woe to those who associate others 
with Him. 

7. "Those who do not pay the zakdt, and disbelieve in 
the Hereafter, 

8. "As for those who have believed and done good 
works, theirs is an unlimited reward." 







9. Say: "Do you disbelieve in Him who created the 
earth in two days? And do you set up equals with Him? 
He is the Lord of the Worlds." 

10. He set upon it firm mountains, and blessed it and 
measured therein its sustenance in four days equal to 
those who ask. 

11. Then He comprehended in His design the heaven 
as it was smoke, and said to it, and to the earth: 
"Come both of you, willingly or unwillingly." They 
answered: "We have come willingly." 
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12. Then He ordained them seven heavens in two 
Days. And in each heaven He ordained its affair, and 
We adorned the terrestrial heaven with lamps, and 
made it secure. Such is the decree of the August, the 

Knowing. 

13. If they turn away, say: "I am warning you of a thun- 
derbolt like that of c Ad and Thamud." 

14. When the Messengers came to them from before 
them and behind them, saying: "Worship none but 
Allah!" they said: "If our Lord had willed, He would 



have sent down angels [to us], therefore, we are disbe- 
lievers in what you have been sent with." 

15. As for c Ad, they behaved arrogantly in the land 
■ without right, and said: "Who is mightier than us?" 

Did they not see that Allah Who created them, is 
mightier than them? Yet they continued to deny Our 
signs. 

16. Consequently,- We sent upon them a raging wind 
in evil days' so that We might make them taste a 
humiliating torment in the life of this world; but the 
torment of the Hereafter is even more shameful, and 

they will not be helped. 773 

17. And as for Thamud, We gave them guidance, but 
they preferred to remain blind rather than follow* the 
guidance. Consequently, a thunderbolt of abasing tor- 
ment seized them because of what they had earned. 

18. And We saved those who had believed and were 
God-fearing. 

19. The day [will come] when Allah's opponents will 
be gathered together to be driven to Hell. 

20. Then, when all will have reached it, their ears, 
their eyes and their skins will testify against them as to 
what they had been doing [in this world]. 



773 The days are not "evil" as such. The implication is that they 
were doomed and the days that disaster fell on them, were evil 
days for them. 
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21. And they will say to their skins: "Why have you tes- 
tified against us?" They will reply: "Allah Who has 
given speech to everything has given us speech. He it 
is Who created you in the first instance, and to. Him 
you return. 

22. "[In the world] you hid yourselves [while commit- 
ting crimes], you never thought that your own ears 
and your own eyes and skins would ever testify against 
you. Rather, you thought that Allah, had no knowledge 
of many of your works. 

23. "But this thought of yours concerning your Lord 
has ruined you, and you now find yourselves among 
the losers." 

24. Then, whether they are patient or not, the Fire will 
still be their abode, and if they wish to make amends 
they will not be allowed to. 

25. We had assigned them companions, who made 
everything, past and future, seem fair to them. And the 
same Decree [of punishment] proved true against 
them, which had proved true against nations of jinn 
and humankind who had passed away before them. 
They were the losers. 

26. Those who disbelieve say: "Do not listen to this 
Qur'an, and when it is recited, drown the hearing of it, 
so that you may gain the upper hand." 
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27. We shall certainly make those who disbelieve taste 
a severe torment and shall pay them back for the worst 
of what they did. 

28. That is the reward of Allah's enemies, the Fire. 
Therein is their eternal home, their reward for having 
denied Our signs. 

29. The disbelievers will say: "Our Lord! Show us the 
jinn and the men who misled us; we shall trample 
them beneath our feet, so that they shall be subdued." 
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30. Those who say: "Our Lord is Allah/' then are 
upright, the angels descend on them, [saying]: "Fear 

not, nor grieve, but rejoice in the good news of the 
Garden that has been promised to you. 

31. "We are your allies in this life and in the Hereafter. 
There you will have whatever you desire, and whatever 
you request. 

32. "A hospitable gift from the Forgiving, the Com- 
passionate/ 5 



33. And who could be better in speech than one who 
calls others to Allah, does what is right, and says: "I 
am one of the Muslims." . . 

34. Good and evil deeds are not equal. Repel [evil] 
with what is better; you will see that he with whom 
you had enmity has become your dearest friend. 774 

35. And none is granted this except those who endure 
with fortitude; and none is granted this save he who is 
immensely fortunate. 

36. And if you feel an incitement from the Devil, seek 
refuge in Allah. He is the Hearer, the Knowing. 

37. Among His signs are the night and the day, and 
the sun and the moon. Do not prostrate yourselves 
before the sun and the moon, but prostrate yourselves 
before Allah Who created them, if you would worship 
Him. 

38. If they show arrogance, those who are in Allah's 
presence glorify Him night and day, and are never 
wearied. 



774 Evil is to be repelled with what Is best, for example, wrath 
should be repelled by patience and endurance, ignorance by toler- 
ance and persuasion, evil by forgiveness. 
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39. And among His signs is that you see the earth still; 
and when We send down rain on' it, it stirs [to life] and 
swells. It is He Who gives it life Who. will resurrect the 
dead. He has power oyer all things. 

40.. Those who pervert the truth in Our Signs are not 
hidden from Us. Is he who. will be cast into the Fire 
better,. or he who will arrive safe on the Day of Arising? 
Do as you will; He sees all that you do. 775 

41. Those who disbelieved in the Reminder when it 
came to them. It is indeed a mighty Book. 

42. No falsehood can approach it from before or 
behind it; it is a sending down from the Wise, the 
Praiseworthy. 

43. Nothing is said to you that has not already been 
said to the Messengers before you. Your Lord is all for- 
giveness, and His is a painful torment. 

44. Had We made it a Qur'an in a foreign language, 
they would have said: "If only its verses were expound- 
ed!" [Why in] a foreign language, [when the Prophet 
is] Arabian? Say: "It is a guide and a healing to those 
who believe, as for those who do not believe, it will be 
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a deafness in their ears and blindness for them. They 
are like men being called from afar." 

45. We had given Moses the Book, but there arose dis- 
putes concerning it. And had it not been for a word 
that had already gone forth from your Lord their dif- 
ferences would have been setded. But they are in 
disquieting doubt about it. 

46. He who does good, it is for his own soul; and he 
who does evil, it is against it. Your Lord is never unjust 
to His servants. 



7 75 "Those who pervert the truth in Our Signs," means those 
who alter the scriptures, give them, different meanings and deviate 



from the straight path. 
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47. To Allah is referred the knowledge of the Hour, No 
fruits come out from their sheaths, and no female 
conceives or gives birth without His knowledge. On 
the Day He will call mankind to Him and say: "Where 
are the partners you set up with Me?" they will reply: 
"We confess that none of us can bear witness to that." 

48. Those whom they used to invoke before this will 
be lost to them, and they will realize that they have no 
way of escape. 



49. Man never wearies of praying for good. things. But 
when an evil befalls him, he loses hope and becomes 
desperate. 776 

50. And if We give him a taste of mercy from Our- 
selves after some adversity has touched him, he is sure 
to say: "This is due to my merit. I do not think the 
Hour will come. But if I am broughtback to my Lord, I 
have much good stored with Him!" We shall tell the 
disbelievers what they had done, and We shall make 
them taste a severe torment. 

51. When We bestow favors on man, he turns away 
and holds aloof; but when evil touches him, he is long 
in prayer, 

52. [0 Prophet], say to them: "Think; if this Qur'an is 
indeed from Allah and. you disbelieve in it, who is 
more astray than. one who is in wide disagreement?" 

53. We shall show them Our Signs in the world 
around them, as well as in their own souls, till it 
becomes manifest to 'them that [this Qur'an] is the 
Truth. Is it not enough that your Lord is a Witness 
over all things? 

54. Yet they are in doubt concerning the meeting with 
their Lord, but He surrounds all things. 



776 u p m ying for good" in ordinary human terms is asking for 
wealth, health, and happiness and peace and all other blessings to 
be bestowed by Allah. "Evil" is poverty, sickness, difficulties in life 
and hopelessness. However, "good" as per the divinely revealed 
wisdom is that which leads to safety in paradise, while "evil" is 
that which leads to distress in hell. 
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SURAH 42 

- ASH-SHURA 

Revealed atMakkah 

This surah takes. its name from a word in verse 38 which indicates 
that Muslims should make use of the principle of mutual consulta- 
tion in carrying, out their affairs. Verses 23-26 were revealed at 
Madlnah. 

THE COUNSEL 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Ha. MTm. 

2. c Ayn. Sin. Qaf. 

3. Thus does Allah the August, the Wise reveal to you 
[0 Muhammad] as [He revealed to] those before you. 

4. To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and earth; 
He is the High, the Formidable. . 

5. The heavens are almost rent asunder above them 
[by His Glory], and the angels extol the praises of their 
Lord and ask forgiveness for those on earth. Allah is 
indeed the Forgiving, the Compassionate. 

6. Those who take other protectors besides Him, Allah 
does watch over them, and you are not a guardian over 
them. 

7. Thus do We reveal to you [0 Prophet], this Arabic 
Qur'an so that you may warn the Mother of Cities 
[Makkah] and those around it, and warn them of the 
Day of Gathering which is sure to come, when some 
will be in the Garden, and some in the Flame. 
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8. Had Allah so willed, He could have made them one 
community, but He admits into His mercy whom He 
wills, and the unjust have no protector, nor helper. 

9. Have they taken other Protectors besides Him? 
Allah is the Protector. He gives life to the dead, and He 
is Able to do all things. 

10. In whatsoever you differ, the judgement thereof 
belongs to Allah. Such is Allah my Lord. In Him I put 
my trust, and to Him I turn in repentance. 
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11. Creator of the heavens and the earth; He made for 
you of yourselves pairs, and pairs also of the cattle, so 
as to multiply you. There is nothing like Him, and He 
is the Hearer, the Seer. 

12. His are the keys of the heavens and the earth. He 
increases provision for whom He will and decreases, 

He Knows all things. 

13. He has ordained for you the same Way if Religion 
He had enjoined on Noah, and that We have now 
revealed to you, and which We had already enjoined. 



on Abraham and Moses and Jesus, saying: "Establish 
the Religion and be not divided in it." Dreadful for the 
polytheists is that to which you are. calling them/Allah 
chooses for Himself whom He will, and guides to His 
way only him who turns, to Him in repentance. 

14. They became divided only after knowledge had 
reached them, out of envy among themselves. And had 
it not been for a word that had already gone forth from 
your Lord, reprieving them till an appointed term, 
judgment would have been passed between them. 
Those who inherited the Book after them are also in 
disquieting doubt about it. 

15. Therefore call them, and be upright as you have 
been commanded, and do not follow their passions, 
but say: "I believe in whatever Book Allah has sent 
down, and I have been commanded to do justice 

between you. Allah is our Lord and your Lord; for us 
our deeds, and for you your deeds. Let there be no 
argument between us. Allah will bring us all together, 
and to Him is the final return." 
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16. And those who argue concerning Allah after He 
has been answered, their argument is null with their 
Lord, and wrath will fall upon them. Theirs is a severe 
torment. 

17. It is Allah Who has sent down the Book with truth 
and the scales; and how do you know? The hour may 
be near. 

18. Those who do not believe in it seek to hasten it, but 
those who believe dread it and know that it is the 
truth. Indeed, those who dispute concerning the Hour 
have gone far astray. 

19. Allah is Gentle to His servants. He provides whom 
He will. He is the Strong, the August. 

20. Whoever seeks the harvest of the Hereafter, We 
increase his harvest; and whoever seeks the harvest of 
this world, We give him of it here, but in the Hereafter 
he will have no portion. 
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21. Do they have partners [of Allah] who have made 
lawful for them in religion that which Allah has not 
allowed? Had the decisive word not [been pronounced 
already], they would have been judged. The unjust will 
endure a painful torment. 

22. You will see the unjust fearful [of the consequence 
of] their deeds, and it will certainly befall them. 
Whereas, those who have believed and done righteous 
deeds, will be in the meadows of the Gardens, having 
what they wish from their Lord. This is the great favor. 
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23. Those are the good-news that Allah announces to 
His servants who believe and do good works. Say [0 
Muhammad]: "I do not ask of you any reward [for this 
work] except love for the kinsfolk." Whoever earns a 
good deed, We shall increase it in goodness for him. 
Indeed, Allah is Forgiving, Thankful. 

24. Or do they say: "He has forged a lie about Allah?" 
If Allah so wills, He may seal up your heart. Allah will 
erase falsehood and vindicate the truth by His words. 
He knows what is in the breasts. 



25. He is the One who accepts repentance from His 
servants and pardons the evil deeds. And He knows all 
that you do. ' 

26. He answers those who believe and do good works 
and gives them even more of His. favor. But for the dis- 
believers there is a severe torment. 

27. If Allah were to enlarge the provision for His ser- 
vants, they would surely transgress in the earth, but 
He sends down in due measure what He will. Of His 
servants He is Aware, Seeing. 

28. He is the One who sends down the saving rain 
after they have despaired, and spreads abroad His 
mercy. He is the Protector, the Praiseworthy. 

29. Among His Signs is the creation of the heavens 
and the earth, and the living things which He spread 
through them. And He is Able to gather them whenev- 
er He will 

30. Whatever misfortune befalls you, is for what your 
own hands have earned, and He pardons much. 

31. You are not beyond [His] reach in this earth, nor 
do you have any protector or helper besides Allah. 
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32. And among His signs are the ships, like banners 
on the sea. 

33. If He wills He can calm the wind so that they keep 
still upon its. surface. In this there are signs for all who 
are patient and thankful. 

34. Or He can cause them to perish on account of that 
which they have earned. And He pardons much. 

35. And that those who argue about Our signs may 
realize that. they have no refuge. 

36. Whatever you have been given is merely a passing 
comfort for the life of the world, and that which is 
with Allah is better and more lasting for those who 
believe and put their trust in their Lord. 

37. And those who refrain from major sins and inde- 
cencies, and when they are angry, forgive, . 

38. And those who answer the call of their Lord and 
establish the prayer, and whose affairs are a matter of 
counsel between them, and who spend of what We 
have provided them, 

39. And those who, when wrong is done to them, 
defend themselves; 

40. The recompense of an ill-deed is an ill-deed like it. 
But he who pardons and seeks reconciliation, his 
reward is with Allah. He does not love the unjust. 
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41. And those who avenge themselves after they have 
been wronged, cannot be held to account. 

42. To be held to account are those who treat people 
unjustiy and wrongfully rebel in the earth. Those will 
have a painful torment. 

43. He who is patient and forgiving, these are among 
the most difficult things. 

44. He whom Allah sends astray, will have no protec- 
tor after Him. You will see the unjust when they see 
the torment, say: "Is there anyway of return?" 



OTJjg* 



^fgg^ll ASH-SHURA-42 



v -33^ "2£» -2S> -^lS -d^S /av /a\ y^c> J ^> - /^x . /xv 4*01 /a\ m\ /xv >s*x x*> /£•> I 



«• -3*>- '& 4S> ■*»>■ 

• \v> \vy wv \vy 



W/ W/ 



Ss"*^ 



s ss x }■ / *> p. j- y^ 






*J-* >* 



<t. 






r; 

® 

$ 

$ 



wx /a\ xxx /a\ xxv sj-a . j'jvs . xax s*£*. m\ /a\ »sx ysxv /a\ jvc\ xx\ yxv xax X-A& 

\w -%w xyy \v/ \yy \yy sw y<y -^y xvy xvy ^5^- xyy wy xvy \SF/ &s ^> v^ 



it 



45. And you will see them exposed [to Hell], made 
humble by disgrace, and looking with stealthy 

glances. And those who believe will say: "The losers 
are they who lost themselves and their housefolk on 
the Day of Arising." The unjust will be in perpetual 

torment 

46. And they will have no protectors to help them 
instead of Allah. He whom Allah sends astray, for him 
there is no way. 



47. Answer the call of your Lord before there comes 
the Day which cannot be turned back from Allah. On 
that day you will have no place of refuge, nor any leave 
to deny [what you had done]. 

48. If they turn away, We have not sent you as a 
guardian over them; yours is but to convey [the Mes- 
sage]. Man is such that when We Jet him taste Our 
mercy, he exults in it, • and if an evil befalls him 
because of that which his own hands have sent before, 
then man Is ungrateful 

49. To Allah belongs the Sovereignty of the heavens 
and the earth. He creates whatever He wills. He grants 
daughters to whom He wills, and sons to whom He 

wills; 

50. Or He gives both sons and daughters to whom He 
will and makes barren whom He will Indeed He is 
Knowing, Able. 

51. And it is not given to any human being that Allah 
should speak to him unless it be by revelation or from 
behind a veil, or that He sends a messenger [an angel] 
who, by His leave, reveals whatever He wills. He Is 
High, Wise. 
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52. And thus We have [0 Muhammad] revealed a Spir- 
it to you by Our Command. You did not know what 
was the Book, nor the Faith, but We have made it a 
light whereby We guide whom We will of Our ser- 
vants. You do indeed guide to a right path. 

53. The path of Allah, to Whom belongs everything 
that is in the heavens and in the earth. All affairs shall 
return to Allah! 

SURAH 43 

AZ-ZUKHRUF 

' Revealed at Mrikkah 
This surah takes its name from- a word which occurs in verse 35. In 
this -surah it is stressed that man's value does not depend on what 
he possesses of worldly riches, but on his spiritual standing. 

THE ORNAMENTS. 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Hfi. MIm! 

2. By the Book [that makes things] clear, 

3. We have made it an Arabic Qur'an that you may 
understand. 

4. And, it is inscribed in the Mother of the Book, 
which We possess, sublime and wise. 

5. Shall We then withhold the Reminder from you 
because you are transgressors? 

6. How many a Prophet have We sent among the 
ancients? 

7. How many a Prophet have We sent to them, but they 
always mocked them. 
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8. So, We destroyed them though they were mightier 
than these in strength; and [thus] has gone the exam- 
ples of the peoples of old. 

9. If you ask them: "Who has created the heavens and 
the earth?" they will answer: "The August, the Know- 
ing has created them." 

10. Who made the earth a resting-place for you, and 
made in it roads for you so that you may find your way; 
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ii. Who sent down water from heaven in due measure, 
and We revived thereby a dead land. Even so will you 

be resurrected; 

12. Who created all the pairs, and appointed for you 
ships and cattle whereupon you ride. 

13. That you may mount upon their backs, then 
remember your Lord's favor when you are sitting on 
them, and say: "Transcendent is He who has subjected 

these to us, otherwise we could not have subdued 
them; 



14. And We shall eventually return to our Lord!" 

15. Yet they attribute to some of His servants a share 
with Him! Truly man is manifestly ungrateful. 

■ 16. What! Has He chosen daughters out of what. He 
creates, and dresses you to have sons? ■ 

17. When the birth of the [female child] the like of 
which they ascribe to the All-Merciful, is announced to 
any of them, his face grows black and he is filled' with 
grief. . 

18. [Would they assign to Allah the offspring] who is 
brought up among ornaments and is unable even to 
make itself clear in disputation? 

19. And they regard the angels, who are themselves 
servants of the All-Merciful as females. Did they wit- 
ness their creation? Their testimony will be recorded 
and they will be called to account. 

20. And they say: "If the All-Merciful had willed, we 
should not have worshipped them." Of that they have 
no knowledge! They do nothing but guess. 

21. Or have We given them a Book before this to which 
they are holding fast? 

22. No! but they say: "We found our fathers on a way, 
and we are walking in their footsteps." 
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23. And even so, whenever before you We sent a Warn- 
er to any city, its affluent ones said: "We have found 
our fathers on a way, and we are following in their 
footsteps." • 

24. [Every Prophet] asked them, "What if I were to 
bring you better guidance than that upon which you 
foundyour fathers?" They said: "We disbelieve in what 
you bring." 

25: So, We took vengeance on them. See what was the 
end of those who denied! 

26. [Recall] the time when Abraham said to his father 
and his people: "I am innocent of what you worship. 

27. "Save Him Who made me; For He will guide me." 

28. And he left it behind among his descendants so 
that they might return. 

29. But I went on providing sustenance of life to them 
and to their fathers until the Truth came to them and a 
Messenger [with a] clear [message]. 

30. But when the Truth came to them they said: "This 
is magic, and we disbelieve it." 

31. And they say: "If only this Qur'an had been sent 
down to one of the great men of the two cities 
[MakkahorTa'ij]?" 
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32. Is it they who divide the mercy of your Lord? We 
have divided their livelihood in the life of this world, 
and raised some of them above others in rank so that 
they may take one another in service; and the mercy of 
your Lord is better than what they amass. 

33. And were it not that mankind would have become 
one community. We would have made for those who 
disbelieve in the All-Merciful houses with roofs of 
silver and stairways [of silver] on which they ascend. 
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34. And for their houses,. doors [of silver] and couches 
on which they recline, 

35. And ornaments [of gold]. But all that would have 
been only the pleasure of this life; and the Hereafter 
with your Lord is only for the God-fearing. 

36. And he who turns away from the remembrance of 
the All-Merciful, We set a devil upon him, who 
becomes his companion. 

37. And they turn them from the way of Allah, yet they 
think that they are righdy-guided; 



38. Until, when he comes to Us, he will say [to his 
companion]: "Would that between me and you there 
were the distance of the East and the West; [you 
turned out to be] a most evil companion!" 

39. [Then it will be said to them:] "You have been 
unjust, it avails you nothing' today that you will share 
in the torment." • 

40. Now [0 Muhammad], can you make the deaf hear 
you, or show the way to the blind and those who are in 
manifest error? 

41. And if We take you away [from the world], We 
surely shall take vengeance on them, .. 

42. Or shall We show yon what We promised them; 
We have full power over them. 

43. So, hold fast to that which We have revealed to 
you; you are surely on a straight path. 

44. It is indeed a reminder for you and your people, 
and you will be called to account [for it]. 

45. And ask those We sent before you of Our Messen- 
gers, have We ever appointed any other gods to be 
worshipped beside the All-Merciful? 

46. And We sent Moses with Our signs to Pharaoh and 
his council, and he said: "I am a Messenger of the 
Lord of the worlds." 

47. Then, when he showed Our signs to them, they 
laughed at them. 
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48. We showed no sign but it was greater than the one 
before it, and We seized them with the torment that 
they might return. 

49. They said: "0 magician, pray to your Lord for us by 
virtue of the pact that He has made with you; we shall 
surely be rightly-guided." 

50. But when We- removed the torment from them, 
they went back on their word. 

51. And Pharaoh proclaimed among his people: "0 my 
people, Is not mine the sovereignty of Egypt and these 
rivers flowing under me? Can you not see? 

52. "I am surely better than this contemptible man, 
who can hardly express himself clearly! 

53. "Why, then, have bracelets of gold not been set 
upon him, or angels sent along with him?" 

54. Thus he fooled his people, and they obeyed him, 
for they were corrupt. 

55. So, when they angered Us, We took vengeance on 
them and drowned them all. 

56. And We made them a precedent, and an example 
for later generations. 
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57. And when the son of Mary is given as an example, 
your people turn away, 

58. And say: "Are our gods better or is he?" They say 
so only in idle argument, they are but argumentative 
people. 

59. He is nothing but a slave whom We made an 
example for the Children of Israel. 

60. Had We so willed We could have set among you 
angels to succeed each other in the earth. 
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61. And [the second coming of Jesus shall be] a sign of 
the Hour, therefore, do not have any doubt about it, 
and follow Me. This is a straight path. 

62. And let not the Devil turn you away; he is an open 
enemy for you* 

63. And when Jesus came with clear proofs, he said: "I 
have brought wisdom to you, and have come to clarify 
to you some of those things in which you differ, so 
fear Allah and obey me. 



64. "Allah is my Lord and your Lord. So worship Him. 
This is a straight path." 

65. But the factions among them differed. So, woe to 
the unjust from the torment of a painful Day. 

66. Are they but awaiting the Hour that it should come 
upon them suddenly while they are unaware? 

67. Intimate Friends on that. day shall be foes to one 
another, except the God-fearing. 

68. My servants! Today you have nothing to fear, nor 
will there be any cause for you to grieve. 

69. [You] who believed in Our signs and were Mus- 
lims. . • 

70. Enter the Garden, you and your wives, to be made 
glad. 

71. For them will be passed round dishes and goblets 
of gold; and they will have all that their souls could 
desire, all that eyes could delight in. And you remain 
perpetually therein. 

72. This is the Garden you have inherited for what you 
used to. 

73. You have abundance of fruit here, from which you 
will eat. 
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74. As for the criminals, they shall be in the torment of 
Hell in perpetuity. 

75. It is not relaxed for them, and there they will 
remain despairing. 

76. We did not wrong them, but they themselves were 
unjust. 

77. They will cry: "0 Malik! [The angel who guards 
Hell.] Let your Lord make, an end of us!" He will say: 
"Here you must remain." 

78. We had brought the Truth toyou, but most of you 
were averse to the Truth. 

79. Or have they decided upon some plan? But it is We 
Who decide. 777 

80. Do they think that We do not hear their secrets and 
private conversations? We do! And our messengers are 
with them, recording. 

81. Say [0 Muhammad]:. "If the All-Merciful had a 
son, I would be first among his worshippers. 

82. "Transcendent is the Lord of the heavens and the 
earth, the Lord of : the Throne, beyond that they 
describe." 

83. So leave them in their prattle and play until they 
meet the Day which they are promised. 

84. And He it is Who is a God in heaven and a God on 
earth. He is the Wise, the Knowing. 

85. And blessed is He to whom belongs the sovereign- 
ty of the heavens and the earth, and all that is between 
them, with Whom is knowledge of the Hour, and-to 
Whom you will be returned. 



>^>N "iS 4£S "*- /AN //vN /AN /AN j£\ /AN M\ S£± >£N A£< /AN X*N /AN ^*N A*\ 

/ ■$$> -$?/ w> w> v?> w> w> -w vw xvx xvr \v/ \v/ w/ w/ wr xw w v* 4,N 

$— — — ' — — ' A 






86. And those whom they call upon besides Him have 
no power of intercession, except those who bear wit- 
ness to the Truth knowingly. 

87. And if you ask them who created them, they will 
say: "Allah." Why then are they diverted away? 

88. And it was said: "0 my Lord! These are a people 
who do not believe!" 

89. So pardon them [0 Muhammad] and say: "Peace!" 
They will come to know. 



777 The reference is to the plans that the chiefs of Quraysh were 
devising in their secret assemblies, hoping to take a decisive action 
against the Prophet. If they plot against the Truth, the Truth will 
destroy them, just as, if they accept the Truth, the Truth will make 
them free. It is Allah Who deals with affairs. 
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SURAH 44 

AD-DUKHAN 

Reuealed at Makkah 

THE SMOKE 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 
i. Ha. Mim. 

2. By the clear Book. 

3. We sent it down in a blessed night, for We are 
warning. 778 



4. In that night every affair. is wisely decided. 

5. As a command from Our presence, for We [ever] 
send [revelations], 

6. A Mercy from your Lord. For He is the Hearing, the 
Seeing. 

7. Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that is 
between them, if you had certainty. 

8. There is no god but He. He gives life and death. He 
is your Lord, and the Lord of your forefathers. 

9. But they play in doubt. 

10. So watch for the day when the sky will produce vis- 
ible .smoke,' . • 

n. That will envelop the people. This will be a painful 
torment. 

12. [Then they will say:] "Our Lord, relieve us of the 
torment. For we are believers!" • ' 

13. How can there be a reminder for them, when a 
messenger making plain [the Truth] had already come 
to them, 

14. And they had turned away from him and said: 
"One taught [by others], a madman?" 

15. We shall remove the torment for a while, [but] you 

will revert [to your ways]. 

16. On the day when We punish them with the greater 
punishment, [then] in truth We shall take revenge. 

17. And We tried before them Pharaoh's people, when 
there came to them a noble messenger, 

18. Saying: "Deliver to me the servants of Allah. I am 
to you a trustworthy messenger. 



778 Usually accepted to be a night in 'the month of Ramadan, 
probably the 27th. This is the Night of Glory, or Power. The night 
that a Message comes down from the Creator is indeed a blessed 
night, like a day of rain for a parched land. 
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19. "And be not arrogant against Allah. For I bring you 
a clear authority. 

20. "And I have taken refuge in my Lord and your 
Lord, lest you should stone me. 

21. If you do not believe in me, [at least] keep away 
from me." 

22. And he prayed to his Lord: "These are criminal 
people." 

23. Then [his Lord commanded]: "Leave with My ser- 
vants by night; for you will be followed. 

24. "And leave the sea as a furrow, for they are a host 
: [destined] to be drowned." 779 . ' ' 

25. How many were. the gardens and watersprings they 
left behind. 

26. And the fields and generous dwellings, 

27. And pleasant .things wherein. they took delight! 

28. Thus [was their end]! And We bequeathed it to 
other people. 

29. Neither heaven nor earth wept for them, nor were 
they reprieved. 

30. And We delivered the Children of Israel from the 
shameful torment; 

31. [We delivered them] from Pharaoh. For he was 
arrogant, a transgressor. 

32. And We chose them, knowingly, above the 
nations, 

33. And We gave them signs wherein was a clear 
trial. 780 

34. These people say: 
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35. "There is nothing beyond our first death, and we 
shall not be raised again. 

36. "Bring back our fathers, if what you say is true!" 

37. Are they better than the people of Tubba C7Sl and 
those before them? We destroyed them, for they were 
criminals. 

38. And We did not create the heavens and earth, and 
all that is between them, in play. 

39. We did not create them except with truth; but most 
of them do not know. 



779 For the passage of Moses and his people, the sea had divid- 
ed, they were to pass through the furrow and leave it alone, to lure 
on the Egyptian host, on which the sea afterwards closed m, 
destroying them. 

7 8 ° From its degrading servitude, Israel was delivered, and taken 
to a land flowing with milk and honey, where later they estab- 
lished the glorious kingdoms of David and Solomon. But their 
being chosen did not mean that they could do what they chose. In 
this sense there is no "chosen race" before Allah. But Allah gives 
every race and every individual a chance, and when they fail to live 
up to it, they fall and give place to others. Among the portents 



given to Israel were their own Revelation under Moses, their pros- 
perous land of Canaan, their kingdom under David and Solomon, 
and the advent of Jesus to reclaim the lost ones among them. All 
these were trials. When they failed in the trials, they were left to 
wander through the earth. 
7 81 A name for many kings of Himyar, i.e. the South Arabians. 



mm\m 



AD-DUKHAN'44 



498 



'£$>■ S^ <^ -<*-> ^*A. ^A .ZAX JgS. /A\ ^Vk. >XV y&VX jCA\ ^A\ VA\ /^\ ./A\ - 
^yy w/ \v/ w/ w/ vw w/ \v> w/ w/ w/ \w \w v5v <w \v> w' - 



m 










i 
i 
# 
I 
I 
I 
$ 
$ 
I 

I 
si 
m 
k 

M 



m 






m 
f! 



i 

tj 
m 



I 

I 




40. Assuredly the Day of Decision is the term for all of 
them. 

41. A day when no protector can avail his client, and 
no help can they receive, 

42. Save him on whom Allah has mercy, for He is the 
August, the Compassionate. 

43. Verily the tree of Zaqqum/ 82 

44. Is the food of the sinner! 

45. Like molten brass; it will boil in their bellies, 



46. Like the seething of scalding water. 

47. [And it will be said]: Take him and drag him to the 
midst of Hell! 

48. Then pour over his head the torment of boiling 
water. 

49. [Saying:] Taste! For you were the proud, the emi- 
nent! 

50. This is what you doubted. 

51. As to the God-fearing, [they will be] in a place 
secure. 

52. Among gardens and watersprings; 

53. Dressed in fine silk and in rich brocade, facing one 
another. 

54. Even so [it will be]. And We shall wed them to 
wide-eyed ones. 

55. There they call for every kind of fruit in safety. 

56. There they will not taste death, except the first 
death, and He will preserve them from the torment of 
hell 

57. As a favor from your Lord! That is the immense tri- 
umph! 

58. We have made it easy by your tongue that they may 
remember, 

59. So wait [0 Muhammad], for they [too] are wait- 
ing. 



782 A tree which grows in Hell, the exact counterpart of the 
exquisite fruits of the Garden. 
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SURAH 45 

AL-jATHIYA 

Reuealed at Makkah 
This surah derives its name from a word occurring in verse 28, 
which describes the condition of our race on the Final Day. 

THE CROUCHING 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Ha. MIm. 

2. The sending down of the Book is from Allah, the 
August, the Wise. 

3. In the heavens and in the earth are signs for believ- 
ers. 

4. And in your own creation, and all the beasts that He 
scatters [all over the earth], there are signs for people 
who have certainty. 

5. And the succession of night and day, and the provi- 
sion that Allah sends down from the sky, to revive the 
earth after its death, and in the circulation of the 
winds, are signs for people who understand. 

6. These are the signs of Allah, which We recite to you 
[Muhammad] with the truth. Then what is there, after 
Allah and His signs, in which they will believe? 

7. Woe to each lying sinner. 

8. Who hears the signs of Allah recited, yet persists 
arrogantly as if he never heard them. Give him tidings 
of a painful torment 

9. When something of Our signs comes to his knowl- 
edge, he takes it as a jest. For these there is an abasing 
torment. 

10. Beyond them there is hell, and that which they 
have earned will avail them nothing, nor those whom 
they have chosen for protectors beside Allah. Theirs 
will be a formidable torment. 
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11. This [Qur'an is] guidance, and for those who dis- 
believe in the signs of their Lord, there is a 
chastisement of painful torment. 

12. Allah it is Who has subjugated the sea to you, that 
the ships may sail in it by His command, and that you 
may seek of His favor, and that you may be thankful; 

13. And He has subjected to you everything in the 
heavens and the earth; it is all from Him. In this are 
signs for people who reflect. 
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14. Tell the believers to forgive those who have no 
hope in the days of Allah, so that He may reward some 
people for what they have earned. 

15. He who does good, does so for himself, and he 
who does evil, does so against himself. Then to your 
Lord you will be brought back. 

16. We had given the Children of Israel the Book, and 
the Judgment, and Prophethood, and provided them 
with good things, and favored them above [all] peo- 
ples. 



17. And gave them clear proofs. They only differed 
among themselves after the Knowledge had come to 
them, through rivalry among themselves. Your Lord 
will judge between them on the Day of Arising 
concerning that in which they differed. 

18. And now We have set you [O Muhammad] on a 
clear road of [Our] commandment; so follow it, and 
do not follow the passions of those who have no 

knowledge. 

19. They will avail you nothing against Allah. The 
unjust are protectors of one another, but Allah is the 
protector of the God-fearing. 

20. These are insights for the people, and guidance, 

and mercy for people who have certainty. 

21. Or do those who commit evil deeds suppose that 
we shall make them as those who believe and do good 
works, the same in life and death? Bad judgements 
indeed! 

22. And Allah has created the heavens and the earth 
with the truth in order that every soul be rewarded for 
what it has earned. And they shall not be wronged. 



501 



AL-JATHIYA-45 (£0}& 



wmm 




23. Do you see he who has taken his passion for his 
god, and Allah let him go astray in spite of [his] 
knowledge, and set a seal upon his heart and ears and 
laid a covering on his eyes? Then who will lead him 
after Allah? Do you not remember? 

24. And they say: "It is only this worldly life of ours. 
We shall die and live and nothing but time. destroys 
us." They have no knowledge concerning this; they 
merely guess. 

25. And when Our clear signs are recited to. them, 
their only argument is that they say: "Bring [back] our. 
forefathers if you are truthful." 

26. Say [to them, Muhammad]: "Allah gives you life, 
then He causes you to die, then gathers you together 
on the day of Arising, about which there is no doubt. 
But most people do not know. 

27. "And to Allah belongs the sovereignty of the heav- 
ens and the earth, and when the Day the Hour arrives, 
on that day those who follow falsehood will lose." 

28. [At that time] You will see each nation crouching, 
each nation summoned to its record. [It will be said to 
them]: "Today you shall be requited for what you used 
to do. 

29. "This Our Book pronounces against you with 
truth. We were recording everything you did." 
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30. Then, as for those who believed and did good 
works, their Lord shall admit them to His mercy; this 
is the manifest triumph! 

31. And as for those who disbelieved, [it will be said:] 
"Were not My signs recited to you? But you were arro- 
gant, and you were criminals. 

32. "And when it was said, 'Allah's promise is true, 
and there is no doubt about the coming of the Hour, 
you used to say: 'We do not know what the Hour is; we 
only guess; we have no certainty.'" 
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33. And the evils of what they did will appear to them 
and they will be surrounded 'by what they used to 

mock. 

34. "This day we forget you, even as you forgot the 
meeting of this your day; and your abode is the Fire, 
and you will have no helpers. 

35. "Because you took Allah's signs in jest, and the life 
of the world deluded you. Today they will not be taken 
out of it, nor will they be allowed to make amends." 



36. So, praise be to Allah, Lord of the heavens and 
Lord of the earth, the Lord of the Worlds. 

37. To Him belongs Majesty in the heavens and the 
earth, and He is the August, the Wise. 

SURAH 46 

AL-AHQAF 

Reuealed at Makkah 

This surah takes its name from the word al-Ahqof, which occurs in. 
verse 21, referring to a characteristic of the region in which the 
tribe of c Ad had lived, which. is present day Hadramawt. 

THE WIND-CARVED SANDHILLS 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. -'Ha. Mlm. . : • 

2. The sending down of the Book is from Allah, the 
August, the Wise. 

3. We have created the heavens and the earth and all 
that lies between them only with truth and for an 
appointed term, but the disbelievers are turning away 
from that of which they have been warned. 

4. Say: "Have you seen those you Invoke beside Allah? 
Show me what they have created in the earth. Or have 
they any portion in the heavens? Bring me a Book 
before this one, or some remnants of knowledge if 

you are truthful." 

5. And who is further astray than the one who invokes, 
instead of Allah, those who cannot answer him till the 
day of Arising, and are unconscious of their prayer. 
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6. And when the people are gathered [to the Judge- 
ment, those invoked other than Allah] will become 
enemies for them, and will deny that they worshipped 
them. 

7. And whenever Our clear signs are recited to them 
and the Truth comes before them, the disbelievers say: 
"This is manifest magic." 

8. Or do they say: He has made it up! Say:. "If I had 
made it up myself, you will not be able to do anything 
to save me from Allah. He knows best what you utter. 
He. is enough as a witness between me and you; and 
He is the Forgiving, the Compassionate." 

9. Say to them: "Lam no new thing among the Mes- 
sengers. I do not know what shall be done with me or 
what shall be done with you. I only follow that which 
is revealed to me, and I am no more than a plain 
warner." 

10. Say to them: "Have you ever considered that if this 
[Qur'an] were really from Allah, and yet you denied it, 
[what would be your end]? And a witness from among 
the Children of Israel has already borne witness to the 
like of it; he believed while you were proud. Allah does 
not show guidance to the unjust." 

11. And those who disbelieve say of those who believe: 
"If it had been [any] good, they would not have pre- 
ceded us to it." As they have not accepted any 
guidance from it, they will surely say: "This is an 
ancient falsehood." 
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12. Yet before it there came the Book of Moses as a 
guide and a mercy; and this Book confirmed it in the 
Arabic language so as to warn the unjust and to give 
good news to those who excel. 

13. Indeed those who said: "Allah is our Lord" then 
were upright, no fear shall come upon them, neither 
shall they grieve. 

14. Those are the people of the Garden, wherein they 
shall live forever, as a reward for what they did. 
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15. We have enjoined man to treat his parents with 
kindness. His mother bore him with trouble and she 
gave him birth with trouble, and his bearing and his 
weaning took thirty months, until, when he attained 
to his full strength and became forty years old, he 
said: "0 my Lord, grant me the grace to thank You for 
the favors You have bestowed on me and on my par- 
ents, and to do such good works as may please You. 
And be gracious to me in my progeny. I turn to You in 
penitence, and I am of those who have surrendered to 
You [as Muslims]." 



16. From such people We accept the best of their 
deeds and overlook their evils. They will be among the 
dwellers of the Garden according to the true promise 
that had been made to them [in the world]. 

17. And who says. to his parents:- "Fie upon you! What, 
do you frighten me with this, that I shall be taken out 
[of the grave after death]? Whereas many a generation 
has passed away before me [and none has risen from 
among them]." And they both cry for Allah's help and' 
say: "Woe to you! Believe! Allah's promise is true." But 
he says: "These are nothing but tales of the ancients." 

18. These are those for whom the word has come true, 
as it had for nations of the jinn and men who have 
passed away before them. They were the losers. 

19. And for all there will be ranks according to their 

deeds, so that Allah may reward them fully for what 
they have done, and they will not be wronged. 

20. And on the day when those who disbelieve are 
exposed to the Fire, [it will be said to them]: "You 
have exhausted your share of the good things in your 
life of the world and sought comfort in them. Today 
you are rewarded with the torment of disgrace because 
you were arrogant in the earth without right, and 
because you were corrupt" 
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21. And relate to. them the story of the brother of c Ad 
[the Prophet Hud]— when he warned his people 
among the sandhills and wafners came and went 
before and after him [saying]: "Worship none but 
Allah; I fear for you the torment of a formidable day." 

22. They said:. "Have you come to seduce us away from 
our own gods? Well, bring that with which you threat- 
en us, if you are really truthful." 

23. He said: "The knowledge of this is but with Allah. 
I convey to you that with which I have been sent. But I 
see that you are ignorant people." 

24. Then, when they saw it as a cloud coming, towards 
their valleys, they said: "This is a cloud that will give 
us much rain." No! It is that which you asked to be 
hastened; a wind bringing a painful torment. 

25. Destroying all things by command of its Lord. 
Thus, there remained nothing to be seen except their 
[empty] dwellings. Thus do We recompense the crimi- 
nals. 

26. And We had empowered them with that which We 
have not empowered you, and had assigned them ears, 
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eyes, and hearts; but nothing did their ears, eyes, and 
hearts avail them, because they denied the signs of 
Allah, and what they used to mock befell them. 

27. And We destroyed the cities around you and We 
showed them the signs in various ways that they might 
return. 

28. Then why did not those help them, whom they had 
made their gods instead of Allah. They were lost from 
them, and this was [the end of their] lies and what 
they had invented. 
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29. And when We brought to you a group of jinn that 
they might listen to the Qur'an. When they reached 
the place they said to each other: "Listen!" and when 
the recitation was over, they returned to their people 
as warners. 

30. They said: "0 our people! We have just listened to 
a Book that has been sent down after Moses. It con- 
firms what came before it, and it guides to the Truth 
and to a straight path. 



31. "0 our people! Respond to Allah's summoner and 
believe in Him. He will forgive you of your sins and 
guard you from a painful torment," 

32. And he who does not respond to Allah's summon- 
er neither possesses any power in the earth nor any 
protector to save him from Him. Such people are in 
manifest error. 

33. Have they not seen that Allah, Who created the 
heavens and the earth and was not wearied by their 
creation, is Able to give life to the. dead? Yes, surely He 
has power over everything. 

34. The day when those who disbelieve are exposed to 
the Fire, they will be asked: "Is not this the Truth?" 
They will say: "Yes, by our Lord!" [Allah will] say: 
"Then taste the torment for your disbelief!" 

35. Therefore, have patience as did the Messengers 
endowed with, resolution, and do not be in haste con- 
cerning them. On the day when they see that which 
they are threatened,, it will appear to them that they 
had not stayed in the world for more than an hour of a 
day. The Message has been conveyed. Shall any other 
than the corrupt be destroyed? 
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SURAH 47 ' 

MUHAMMAD 

Revealed atMadlnah- 

This surah takes its name from the mention of the Blessed Prophet 
in the second verse. 

MUHAMMAD 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. Those who disbelieved and obstructed others from 
Allah's Way; He rendered their actions vain. 

2. And those who believed, and did good works, and 
accepted that which has been sent down to Muham- 
mad—and it is the very Truth from their Lord— Allah 
requited their sins and improved their condition. 

3. That is because the disbelievers followed falsehood 
and the believers followed the Truth which has come 
from their Lord. Thus does Allah give examples to the 
people. 

4. Now, when you meet the disbelievers in the [battle- 
field], strike their necks; then, when you have injured 
them greatly, bind [the prisoners] tight. Then either 
grace or ransom, until war lays down her burdens. 
That is the ordinance. And if Allah had willed, He 
would have defeated them. But so. that He may test 
some of you by means of others. And those who are 
slain in the way of Allah, He will not render their 
actions vain. 

5. He will guide them and improve their state. 

6. And will admit them to the Garden with which He 
has acquainted them. 

7. you who believe; if you help Allah, He will help 
you, and make your foothold firm. 



/AX /AX Sj£3> >A\ 'AX 'AX ZAX ./AX /A\ XKV //$> <£> -2i> '£> *£>' ^ ^^ "2SS ^S 

/ v*' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ wyr xw NVy xvy xw xw vw xw xv>> xw ^T fl^ 



j^£0Mt~ 







P>Q^i*J^W^^ 



V^AX /AX //ft /AX /AX /AX /A\ /A\ /AN . /A\ /AX /AX M\ /A\ /AX /AX ;£*X /AX /A^ / 

vw \yy w/ w/ \yy xvy vvy w/ \v/ xv/ wy x^ \?s w xw x$fr vw w/ 'w 



8. As for those who disbelieve, for them is destruction; 
and He will send their deeds astray. 

9. That is because they hate what Allah has sent down; 
therefore He makes their deeds fruitless. 

10. Have they not traveled in the earth, that they could 
see the end of those who had gone before them? Allah 
obliterated them; and the disbelievers are destined for 
a similar end. 

11. That is because Allah is the Ally of the believers, 
and the disbelievers have no ally. 
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12. Allah shall admit those who believe and do good 
works into Gardens beneath which rivers flow; while 
the disbelievers take their comfort in this life and eat 
even as the cattle eat; and the Fire is their abode. 

13. [0 Prophet], how many a city stronger than your 
city which has expelled you, have We destroyed, and 
they had no helper! 

14. Is he who is on a clear guidance from his Lord like 
these whose evil deed has been made to seem fair to 
them, and who are following their passions? 



15. The Garden that has been promised to the right- 
eous is such that rivers will be flowing in it, of 
unpolluted water, and rivers of milk of unchanged fla- 
vor, and rivers of wine delicious to the drinkers, and of 
honey, clear and pure. In it there will be fruits of every 
kind for them, and forgiveness from their Lord. [Are 
those who enjoy all this] like those who are immortal 
in the Fire, and are given boiling water to drink so that 
it tears their bowels? 

16. Among them are some who listen to you, and 
when they leave you, they ask those who have knowl- 
edge: "What did he say just now?" Those are they 
whose hearts Allah has sealed, and they follow their 
passions. 

17. While those who are guided, Allah increases their 
guidance and grants them God-fearingness. 

18. Do they then only await the Hour, that it should 
come upon them suddenly? And its signs have already 
come. But when it overtakes them, what chance will 
there be for them to accept admonition? 

19. So know that there is no god but Allah, and ask 
forgiveness for your sin, and for the believing men and 
women; Allah knows your movements and your rest- 
ing-place. 
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20. And those who believe say: "If only a surah were 
revealed!" But when a decisive surah is revealed in 
which fighting is mentioned, you see those in whose 
hearts is a disease looking at you like he who is faint- 
ing from death. Therefore, woe to them! 

21. [On their tongue is the promise of] obedience and 
good words. Then, when the matter is imminent, if 
they are truthful with Allah it will be better for them. 

22. If you were given the command, would you work 
corruption in the land and sever your ties of kinship? 

23. Those are they whom Allah curses and makes deaf 
and blind. 

24. Will they not meditate on the Qur'an, or are there 
locks upon their hearts? 

25. Those who turn back after guidance has become 
clear to them, for them the Devil has made it look fair 
to them and gave them long hopes. 

26. That is because they say to those who hate what 
Allah has sent down: "We shall obey you in certain 
matters." But Allah knows their secret. 
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27. Then how [will it be with them] when the angels 
take their souls, striking their faces and their backs! 

28. That will be because they followed what makes 
Allah wrathful, and hated His pleasure. So, He made 
all their works fruitless. 

29. Or do those in whose hearts is a disease think that 
Allah will not expose their rancor? 
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30. And if We would, We could show them to you, and 
then you should know them by their faces. But you 
will know them from the manner of their speech. And 
Allah knows your actions. 

31. And We shall try you till We know those of you 
who strive and those who are patient And we shall 
test your news. 

32. Those who disbelieve and hinder others from 
Allah's Way and oppose the Messenger after the guid- 
ance has been made dear to them, can in no way harm 
Allah, but Allah will render all their works vain. 



% 



33. you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Mes- 
senger and render not your actions vain. 

34. Those who disbelieve and hinder others from 
Allah's Way and die as disbelievers, Allah will not for- 
give them. 

35. Therefore, do not be faint-hearted, and do not ask 
for peace, for you will gain the upper hand. 783 Allah is 
with you and will never let your works go to waste. 

36. The life of the world is but a sport and a pastime. 
If you believe, and fear [Allah], He will give you your 
rewards and will not ask you for your wealth. 

37. If He were to ask it of you, and press you, you 
would be avaricious, and He would bring your rancor 

out. 

38. Here you are, being called to spend in the way of 
Allah, yet among you some are avaricious, and he who 
is being avaricious is so only to himself. Allah is Rich; 
it is you who are the needy. If you turn away, Allah will 
replace you with other people, and they will not 
behave like you. 



783 It should be remembered that when this discourse was 
revealed, only a handful of the Muslims consisting of some hun- 
dreds of the Muhqjirm and the Ansar living in the small habitation 
that was Madlnah were upholding the standard of Islam although 
faced by the whole of pagan Arabia. Such were the conditions pre- 
vailing when they were exhorted "not to be faint-hearted and not 
to negotiate with the enemy for peace," but to make preparations 
for a decisive conflict. 
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SORAH 48 

AL-FATH 

Reuealed at Madlnah 

Al-Fath refers to the truce of al-Hudaybiyah, which proved a very 
great victory in terms of spreading Islam. This surah was revealed 
between Makkah and Madlnah in the sixth year of the Hijrah. 

VICTORY 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. [0 Prophet], We have indeed given you a manifest 
victory, 

2. That Allah may forgive you of your sin that which is 
past and that which is to come, and may perfect His 
favor upon you, and may guide you on a right path, 

3. And that Allah may support you with a mighty sup- 
port. 

4. He it is who sent down tranquility into the hearts of 
the believers so that they may have more Faith added 
to their Faith. Allah's are the hosts of the heavens and 
the earth, and Allah is Knowing, Wise. 

5. That He may admit the believing men and the 
believing women into Gardens underneath which 
rivers flow, wherein they will abide, and may expiate 
for them their sins. That, in the sight of Allah, is an 
immense triumph. 

6. And may torment the hypocrites, men and women, 
and the polytheists, men and women, who think evil 
thoughts concerning Allah. For them is the evil turn of 
fortune, and Allah is wroth against them and has 
cursed them, and has made ready for them hell, an evil 
end. 
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7. Allah's are the hosts of the heavens and the earth, 
and Allah is August, Wise. 

8. [0 Prophet], We have sent you as a witness, as a 
bearer of good news and as a warner. 

9. So that you, [0 mankind], may believe in Allah and 
His Messenger, and may help him and honor him, and 
glorify [Allah] morning and evening. 
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io. [0 Prophet], those who swear allegiance to you, 
swear allegiance only to Allah. The Hand of Allah is 
above their hands. 784 Now, whosoever breaks this 
pledge breaks it at his own peril, and whosoever keeps 
his pledge that he has made with Allah, Allah will 
grant him a great reward. 785 

ii. Those of the desert Arabs who stayed behind will 
tell you: "Our properties and our families kept us 
occupied, so ask forgiveness for us." 786 They say with 
their tongues that which is not in their hearts. Say to 



them: "Well, if it is so, who then can have any power 
to withhold Allah's decree on your behalf if He intends 
to do some harm to you or bring to you some good? 
Allah is aware of your actions. 

12. "No, rather you thought that the messenger and 
the believers would never return to their families, and 
this delighted your hearts and you harbored evil 
thoughts, and you were worthless people." 

13. And whoever does not believe in Allah and His 
Messenger, for such disbelievers We have prepared a 
blazing Fire. 

14. To Allah belongs the Sovereignty of the heavens 
and the earth. He forgives whom He will and torments 
whom He will. And Allah is Forgiving, Compassion- 
ate. 

15. Those who were left behind will say, when you set 
out to take the spoils: "Allow us to go with you." They 
wish to change Allah's words. Say: "You will not come 
with us. Allah has already said this before." They will 
say: "No! but you are jealous of us." [Whereas there is 
no question of jealousy], but they understand little/ 87 



784 That is the hand on which the Muslims were swearing fealty, 
not the hand of the Prophet's person, but of Allah's representative, 
and thus allegiance was in fact being sworn to Allah through His 
Messenger. 

785 The reference is to the oath of allegiance that the Prophet 
took from his Companions at Hudaybiyah, following the rumor 
that c Uthman had been killed at Makkah. This oath was taken so 
that if the news of c Uthman's martyrdom proved to be true, the 
Muslims would fight. 

786 This refers to the people living in the outskirts of Madlnah 
whom the Prophet had invited to accompany him while making 



preparations for c Umrah, but who had not left their homes despite 
their claim to faith, because they were afraid of death. They 
thought that going for c Umrah to Makkah, the stronghold of 
Quraysh, was likely to be dangerous. 

787 On the sixth year of the Islamic Calender Hijrah after return- 
ing from Hudaybiyah the Prophet captured Khaybar, After this 
victory, lots of spoils were captured. Those who stayed behind 
wanted to have share in the spoils. Since they did not take part in 
fighting, they did not take shares in the spoils. 
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16. Tell the desert Arabs who were left behind: "You 
will be called upon to fight a mighty people. You will 
fight them, or they will become Muslims. If you obey, 
Allah will give you a good reward, but if you turn your 
backs as you did before, Allah will torment you with a 
painful torment." 

17. There is no blame upon the blind, there is no 
blame upon the lame, and there is no blame upon the 
sick. He who obeys Allah and His Messenger, Allah 
will admit him into Gardens underneath which rivers 
flow; and he who turns away, He will torment him 
with a painful torment. 

18. Allah was well pleased with the believers when they 
swore allegiance to you under the tree. And He knew 
what was in their hearts; therefore, He sent down tran- 
quility on them and rewarded them with a near victory; 

19. And much spoils that they will capture. Allah is 
August, Wise. 

20. Allah promises you rich spoils which you will 
acquire. These He has hastened to you, and has 
restrained the hands of the people from you so that it 
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may be a sign to the believers, and that He may guide 
you to a right path. 

21. [He promises you] other spoils, which you are not 
as yet able to take, Allah has surrounded them; Allah 
is Able to do all things. 

22. Had the disbelievers fought you, they would have 
turned their backs and found neither protector nor 
helper. 

23. This was the pattern of Allah in the past, and you 
will find no change in the pattern of Allah. 
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24. It is He who restrained their hands from you, and 
your hands from them, in the valley of Makkah, after 
He granted you victory over them, and Allah sees what 
you do. 

25. They are the ones who disbelieved and debarred 
you from the Sacred Mosque, and hindered the sacrifi- 
cial animals from reaching their place of sacrifice. 
Had there not been Relieving men and women [in 
Makkah] whom you did not know, whom you could 
have killed, thus a crime would have been incurred. 



That Allah may admit into His mercy whom He will. 
Had the believers stood apart [from the people of 
Makkah], We would have severely punished the disbe- 
lievers. 

26. When the disbelievers had set up in their hearts 
zealotry, the zealotry of the Age of Ignorance, then 
Allah sent down His tranquility upon His Messenger 
and the believers, and obliged the believers to adhere 
to the word of piety, for they were most worthy and 
deserving of it. And Allah knows all things. 

27. Indeed Allah has shown His Messenger a true 
vision, that is to be fulfilled: "You will surely enter the 
Sacred Mosque, if Allah wills, in full security; you will 
have your heads shaved, your hair shortened, and you 
will have nothing to fear. He knows what you do not 
know. Therefore, He granted you this near victory 
before [the fulfillment of the vision]." 

28. He it is Who has sent His Messenger with guid- 
ance and the religion of truth, that He may cause it to 
prevail over all religion. And Allah is sufficient as Wit- 
ness. 
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29. Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and those 
who are with him are stern against the disbelievers 
and merciful among themselves. When you see them 
you will find them bowing down, falling prostrate, 
and seeking Allah's favor and good pleasure. They 
have the marks of prostrations on their faces. This is 
their description in the Torah; and in the Gospel they 
have been likened to a crop which put out its shoot, 
then strengthened it, then swelled and then stood on 
its own stem, filling the sowers with delight and the 
disbelievers with rage. Allah has promised those of 
them who believe and do good works, forgiveness and 
an immense reward. 

SURAH 49 

AL-HUJURAT 

Revealed atMadinah 

THE PRIVATE APARTMENTS 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. you who believe, do not be forward in the pres- 
ence of Allah and His Messenger and fear Allah. Allah 
is Hearing, Knowing. 
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2. you who believe, do not raise your voices above 
the Prophet's voice, nor shout when speaking to him 
as you shout one to another, lest your works be ren- 
dered void without you knowing it. 

3. Those who subdue their voices in the presence of 
the Messenger of Allah are those whose hearts Allah 
has tested for God-fearing. For them is forgiveness 
and a great reward. 

4. [0 Prophet], those who call out to you from behind 
the apartments, most of them have no sense. 788 



788 A group of bedouins came while the Messenger was sleeping 
in his room at noon. They called to him to come out. The verse 
was revealed on that occasion. 
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5. And if they had had patience until you came out to 
them, it had been better for them. Allah is Forgiving, 
Compassionate. 

6. you who believe! If a corrupt person brings you 
some news, Inquire into It carefully lest you should 
harm others unwittingly and afterwards be sorry for 
what you did. 

7. And know that the Messenger of Allah is among 
you. If he were to obey you in many matters, you 



would surely fall into distress. But Allah has endeared 
faith to you and beautified it in your hearts, making 
unbelief, corruption,, and disobedience abhorrent to 
you. Such are they who are rightly guided. 

8, [It is], a favor and a grace from Allah; and Allah Is 
Knowing, Wise. • . • 

.9. And if two parties of believers fall to- mutual fight-. 
Ing make peace between them. And if one party of 
them does wrong to the other, fight that which does 
wrong till it returns to the ordinance of Allah. Then If 
it returns, make peace between them justly and act 
equitably. Allah loves those who do justice. 

10. The believers are but brothers. Therefore make 
peace between your brethren and fear Allah, that you 
may obtain mercy. 

11. you who believe! Let not a group mock another 
group; it may be that these are better than they; nor 
should women mock other women, it may be that 
these are better than they. 789 Do not taunt one another 
nor call one another by nicknames. It Is an evil thing 
[to be called a] bad name after faith. Those who do 
not repent are the unjust. 



789 Mocking does not only imply mocking with the tongue but 
also includes mimicking somebody, making pointed references to 
him, laughing at his words, or his work, or his appearance or his 
dress, or calling people's attention to some defect in him so that 
others also may laugh at him. 
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12. you who believe! Avoid much suspicion, for in 
some cases suspicion is a sin. Do not spy [on one 
another], nor backbite one another. Would any of you 
like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? Surely you 
would abhor it. Have fear of Allah. He is Relenting, 
Compassionate. 790 - . ' . • ■ 

13. mankind! We have created you from a male and 
a female, and then rendered you nations and tribes so 
that you might know one another. The most honor- 
able among you in the sight of Allah is he who is the 
most pious. Allah is indeed Knowing, Aware. 

14. The Arabs of the desert say: "We believe!" Say [to 
them Muhammad]: "You do not; rather say: 'We 
profess Islam,' for faith has not yet entered your 
hearts. If you obey Allah and His Messenger, He will 
not diminish anything from your works." Allah is For- 
giving, Compassionate. 

15. The believers are those who have believed in Allah 
and His Messenger, then did not doubt, and fought 
for His cause with their wealth and their lives. They 
indeed are the truthful ones. 
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16. Say [to them, Prophet]: "Would you teach Allah 
your religion, when Allah knows what the heavens and 
the earth contain, and He has knowledge of all 
things?" 

17. They regard it as a favor to you that they embraced 
Islam. Say: "Count not your Islam as a favor to me. It 
was Allah who bestowed a favor on you, in guiding 
you to faith, if you are sincere. 

18. Allah has knowledge of every hidden thing in the 
heavens and the earth; and He sees whatever you do." 



i 



790 The Prophet defined backbiting thus: "It is speaking of your 
brother in a way that would anger him, were he to hear it." It was 
asked: "What if the defect being talked of is present in my broth- 
er?" He answered: "If it is present in him, it would be backbiting, 
and if it is not present, it would be slander." 




QAF • 50 



518 






<^x>-j 



■ - <tAX /AV /A\ ^A\ /.AN. /AV y>k.V ySMX . 



SURAH 50 

QAF 

Reuealed at Makkah 

QAF 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. Qaf. By the glorious Qur'an. 

2. But they marvel that a warner of their own has come 
to them and the disbelievers say: "This is a strange 
thing, 



3. "When we are dead and have become dust [shall we 
be brought back again]? That would be a remote 
return!" 

4. We know what the earth consumes of [their bod- 
ies], and with Us is a recording Book. 

5. But they denied the Truth when it came to them. 
That is why they are confused. 

6. Have they never observed the sky above them? How 
We built it up and furnished it with ornaments, leav- 
ing no crack [in its expanse]? 

7. We- spread out the earth and set upon it immovable 
mountains. We brought forth in it all kinds of delight- 
ful plants. 

8. A lesson and reminder for every penitent slave. 

; cj. And We sent down from the sky blessed water with . 
which We brought forth gardens and the harvest 

grain. ■ 

10. And lofty date-palms with ranged clusters; 

11. Provision for men; and We thereby gave new life to 
a dead land. Even so shall be the Resurrection. 

12. Before them, the people of Noah and the people of 
the Rass denied [the Truth]; and so did Thamud, 

13. And [the tribe of] c Ad, and Pharaoh, and the 
brethren of Lot. 

14. And the Dwellers of the Wood and the people of 
Tubba c : all disbelieved their messengers and thus My 
threat came true. 

15. Were We then worn out by the first creation? Yet 
they are in doubt about a new creation. 
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16. We created man, and We know the promptings of 
his soul, and We are nearer to him than his jugular 
vein. 

17. [And beside this direct knowledge of Ours], two 
scribes, sitting on his right and on his left, are record- 
ing [everything] . 

18. Each word he utters is noted down by a vigilant 
guardian. 

19. And when the agony of death comes with the truth: 
"This is what you have striven to avoid." 

20. And the Horn is blown. This is the threatened Day. 

21. Every soul will. come, a driver with it and a witness. 

22. "You were heedless of this. Now We have removed, 
your veil from you, so your sight this day is sharp." 

23. And his companion will say: "My testimony is 
ready."- . ' . ■ ' ■ 

24. [And it is said:] "Cast into hell every stubborn dis- 
believer, 

25. "Hindererofgood, transgressor, doubter, 

26. "Who has set up another god besides Allah. Cast 
him into severe torment." 

27. His companion [the devil] will say: "Our Lord! I 
did not mislead him. He was already gone far astray." 

28. Allah will say: "Do not dispute in My presence. I 
gave you warning. 

29. "My word cannot be changed, nor am I unjust to 
My servants." 

30. On ±at day We shall ask Hell: "Are you full?" and 
it will answer: "Is there any more?" 
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31. And the Garden is brought close to the God-fear- 
ing, not afar, 

32. It will be said: "Here is all that you were promised; 
it is for every penitent and heedful one, 

33. Who feared the All-Merciful in secret and came 
with a contrite heart. 

34. Enter it in Peace. It is the Day of Immortality!" 

35. There they have all that they desire, and there is 
more with Us. 
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36. How many a generation We destroyed before 
them, who were mightier than them in prowess. They 

searched about in the lands! Was there any place of 
refuge? 

37. In this is a lesson for every man who has a heart or 
gives ear with full attention. 

38. And We created the heavens and the earth, and all 
that is between them, in six days, and were not 
touched by fatigue. 



39. Therefore [O Muhammad] bear with what they 
say, and extol the promises of your Lord before sun- 
rise and before sunset. 

40. And in the night-time, extol His praise, and after 
the [prescribed] prostrations. 

41. And listen on the day when the crier will call from 
nearby; 

42. The Day when they will hear the Cry in truth. On 
that day they will come out [of their graves]. 

43. It is We Who ordains life and death, and to Us is 
the return. 

44. On that day when the earth will be rent asunder, 
[and they shall rush forth] in haste. That is a gathering 
which is easy for Us. . 

45. We best know what they say, and you [0 Muham- 
mad] are not a compeller over them. But warn by the 
Qur'an whoever fears My warning. 

SURAH 51 

ADH-DHARIYAl 

Reuealed at Makkah 
THE SCATTERERS 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate, 
i. By the scatterers that scatter, 

2. And those that bear the burden [of the rain clouds], 

3. And those [ships] that glide with ease [upon the 
sea], 

4. And those [angels] who distribute [blessings] by 

command, 

5. That which you are promised is indeed true, 

6. And the requital is certain to occur. 
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7. By the heaven with its highways, 

8. You have discordant opinions! 

9. None but those whose nature is perverse turn away. 

10. Perish the conjecturers, 

11. Who are careless in a pit. 

12. They ask: "When is the day of requital?" 

13. On that Day they will be punished at the fire. 

14. "Taste your punishment. This is what you wanted 
to hasten!" 

15. The God-fearing will dwell amid gardens and 
watersprings, 

16. And will receive what their Lord shall give them. 
For they had behaved with excellence. . 

17. They used to sleep but little of the night 

18. Praying at dawn for Allah's forgiveness, 

19. And in their wealth the beggar and the needy had 
due share. 

20. And in the earth are signs for those who have cer- 
tainty. 

21. And in yourselves. Can you not see? 

22. And in the heaven is your provision and that which 
you are promised. 

23. So by the Lord of the heavens and the earth, this is 
true, as true as you are speaking now! 

24. Have you heard [0 Muhammad] the story of Abra- 
ham's honored guests? 

25. When they entered upon him and said: "Peace!" he 
answered: "Peace!" [and thought]: People unknown 
[to me] . 
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26. He turned to his family and brought a fatted calf. 

27. And he set it before them and [noticing they were 
not eating] said: "Will you not eat?" 

28. Then he grew afraid of them, but they said: "Have 
no fear," and gave him tidings of [the birth of] a 
knowledgeable son. 

29. Then his wife came crying and beating her face. "I 
am but a barren old woman!" she said. 

30. They said: "Thus did your Lord say, He is the Wise, 
the Knowing." 
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31. "What is your errand Messengers?" he said. 

32. They said: "We are sent forth to a criminal people. 

33. "That we may bring down on them stones of clay, 

34. "Marked by your Lord for the destruction of the 
excessive." 

35. Then We brought out of it the believers, 

36. We found in it but one household of Muslims. 

37. And We left behind therein a sign for those who 
fear the painful torment. 



38. In Moses too [there was a sign]. We sent him to 
Pharaoh with clear authority. 

39. But he turned his back, saying: "He is either a 
magician or a madman." 

40. So We seized him and his hosts and flung them in 
the sea, for he was blameworthy. 

41. And in c Ad, when We sent the barren wind against 
them. 

42. Which turned to dust all that it swept before it. 

43. And in Thamud, when it was said to them: "Enjoy 
yourselves for a while." 

44. But they disobeyed the command of their Lord, 
and so the thunderbolt struck them while they were 
looking on; . 

45. And they were unable" to get up, nor could they 
- save themselves. • . . 

46. And the people of Noah before them. They too 
were corrupt men. 

47. We built the heaven with might, and We are able 
to expand it. 

48. And We have laid out the earth. Gracious is He 
Who spread it out! 

49. And of all things We have created pairs, that you 
may reflect. 

50. Therefore flee to Allah. I am a clear warner from 

Him to you! 

51. Set up no other gods besides Allah. I am a clear 
warner from Him to you! 
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52. Even so, whenever a messenger came to those that 
were before them they said: "Magician or madman!" 

53. Have they handed down this from one generation 
to the next? No, but they are transgressors. 

54. So withdraw from them, you will incur no blame. 

55. And remind, for reminding profits the believers. 

56. I created the jinn and humankind only that they 
might worship Me. 

57. I seek no provision from them, nor do I ask that 
they should feed Me. 

58. Allah is the Provider, the Lord of power, the Irre- 
sistible. 

59. The lot of the unjust is like the lot of their compan- 
ions [of earlier generations]. Let them not hasten Me! 

60. And woe to those who disbelieve, because of the 
day which they have been promised! 

surah 52 

AT-TUR 

Revealed at Ma Idea h 

THE MOUNT 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. By the Mount. 

2. And a Book inscribed. 

3. On parchment unrolled. 

4. And the Populous House, 

5. And the roof, exalted [the sky], 

6. And the sea swarming, 

7. The torment of your Lord will surely come; 
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8. None can ward it off 

9. On that day the sky will shake and reel. 

10. And the mountains move and pass away. 

11. Then woe that day to the deniers. 

12. Who talk [of grave matters] playfully; 

13. The day when they are thrust with a [powerful] 
thrust, into the fire of Hell. 

14. This is the fire which you denied. 
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15. Is this magic or do you not see? 

16. Endure the heat, then whether you are patient or 
impatient it will be the same for you. You are only 
being paid for what you used to do, 

17. Surely the God-fearing will dwell in gardens and 
delight. 

18. Happy because of what their Lord has given them, 

and [because] their Lord has protected them from the 
torment of Hell. 



19. "Eat and drink in joy because of what you used to 
do." 

20. They shall recline on couches ranged around. And 
We shall wed them to wide-eyed maidens. 

21. Those who believe and are followed in faith by 
their descendants, We cause their descendants to join 
them. And We deprive them of nothing of their work. 
Every man is pledged for what he has earned. 

22. And we provide them with fruit and meat such as 
they desire. 

23. There they pass from hand to hand a cup inspiring 
no idle talk, nor is it sinful. 

24. And there go round, waiting on them, servants of 
their own, as though they were hidden pearls. 

25. They will advance to each other, and ask each 
other: 

26. "Before that we were amongst our families, wor- 
ried [about the hereafter]. 

27. "But Allah has been gracious to us, and delivered 
us from the torment of the breath of Fire. 

28. "We had been praying to Him before." He is the 
Beneficent, the Compassionate. 

29. Therefore, remind! By the grace of Allah, you are 
neither a soothsayer nor a madman, 

30. Or do they say: "He is a poet; we are waiting for 
him to die!" 

31. Say: "Wait if you will; I shall wait along with you!" 
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32. Do their minds prompt them to say this? Or is it 
that they are wicked men? 

33. Do they say: "He has invented it?" No, they have 
no faith. 

34. Let them produce a speech like it, if what they say 
be true! 

35. Or were they created out of nothing? Or were they 
the creators? 

36. Or did they create the heavens and the earth? No, 
they have no certainty! 

37. Or do they own the treasures of your Lord, or have 
control over them? 

38. Or have they any stairway [to heaven] by means of 
which they overhear? Then let their listener produce 
some manifest authority! 

39. Is He to have daughters and you sons? 

40. Are you demanding payment of them that they 
should fear to be weighed down with debts? 

41. Or have they knowledge of the Unseen so that they 
write it down? 

42. Or do they intend a plot [against you, Muham- 
mad]? But those who disbelieve are themselves the 
victims of the plot. 

43. Or have they a god other than Allah? Transcendent 
is He beyond what they associate! 

44. If they were to see a fragment of the heaven falling, 
they would say: "A heap of clouds." 

45. Then leave them alone until they encounter the day 
in which they will be thunder-stricken. 
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and none will help them. 

47. And verily, for the unjust, there is a torment before 
that. But most of them do not know. 

48. So wait patiently [0 Muhammad] for your Lord's 
decree, for verily you are in Our sight; and extol the 
praises of your Lord when you wake. 

49. And in the nighttime also, extol His praise, and at 
the setting of the stars. 



46. A day in which their plot will avail them nothing 
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SURAH 53 

AN-NAJM 
Revealed at Malckah 

THE STAR 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. By the star when it sets, 

2. Your companion [Muhammad] is neither in error, 
nor is he deceived, 

3. Nor does he speak out of passion, 

4. This is but a Revelation that is revealed. 



5. He is taught by one mighty in power. 

6. Perfect in form as he grew clear to view, 

7. When he was on the uppermost horizon. 

8. Then he approached and came nearer, 

9. Till he was at two bows' length or even nearer. 

10. And He [Allah] revealed to his servant that which 
He revealed. 

11. The heart lied not in what he saw. 

12. Will you [disbelievers], then, question what he 
saw? 

13. And indeed he beheld him yet another time. 

14. Near the lote tree of the utmost boundary, 

15. Near it is the Garden of Refuge. 

16. When the lote tree was shrouded by that which 
shrouds. 

17. The sight swerved not, nor did it stray. 

18. He saw one of his Lord's greatest signs. 

19. Have you thought upon al-Lat and aI- c Uzza. 

20. And al-Manat, the third, the other? 791 

21. What! For you the male, and for Him, the female? 

22. This is indeed an unfair division! 

23. They are but names which you invented, you and 
your fathers; Allah has sent no authority for them. 
They follow vain guesses and the passions of their 
own souls, although the guidance of their Lord has 
come to them. 

24. Is man to attain all that he desires? 

25. But to Allah belong the Hereafter and the present 
life. 

26. And how many angels are in the heavens whose 
intercession will avail nothing until Allah gives leave 
to whom He chooses and accepts! 



791 The three principal idols of the pagan Arabs, who called 
them "the daughters of Allah." 
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27. Those who disbelieve in the life to come call the 
angels by the names of females. 

28. Yet of this they have no knowledge; they follow a 
mere guess, and a guess avails nothing against truth. 

29. So turn away from he who leaves Our remem- 
brance and seeks only the life of this world. 

30. Such is the extent of their knowledge. Your Lord 
knows best who has strayed from His path, and who is 
rightly-guided. 

31. To Allah belongs whatsoever is in the heavens and 
whatsoever is in the earth, that He may reward those 
who do evil with that which they have done, and 
reward those who do good with goodness. 

32. Those who avoid major sins and indecencies, and 
commit only small offenses, [for them] your Lord is of 
vast forgiveness. He knows you best since He created 
you from the earth, and when you were embryos in the 
bellies of your mothers. Therefore do not justify your- 
selves; He knows best those who are God-fearing. 

33. Did you see him who turned away, 

34. Giving little at first, and then grudgingly? 

35. Has he knowledge of the Unseen, and therefore 
can see? 

36. Or has he not had news of what is in the scrolls of 
Moses, 

37. And Abraham who fulfilled his duty, 

38. That no soul shall bear another's burden. 
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39. And that each can have nothing save what he 
strives for, 

40. And that his effort will be seen. 

41. And afterward he will be repaid for it with fullest 
payment, 

42. And that your Lord, He is the final end, 

43. And that He it is who makes to laugh and makes to 
weep, 

44. And He makes to die and makes to live, 
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45. And that He created the pairs, the male and the 
female, 

46. From a drop of ejected semen. 

47* And He it is upon Whom is the second creation, 

48. That it is He Who gives wealth and contentment; 

49. That He is the Lord of Sirius; 

50. And that He destroyed the former [tribe of] c Ad. 

51. And Thamud, He spared none of them, 

52. And the people of Noah before them, they were 



more unjust and more transgressing; 

53. And the perverse cities He destroyed, 

54. So that there covered them that which covers. 

55. Concerning which, then, of the blessings of your 
Lord, can you dispute? 

56. This is a warner like the warners of old. 

57. The coming Hour is imminent; 

58. None beside Allah can disclose its hour. 

59. Do you marvel then at this discourse, 

60. And laugh: instead of weeping, 

61. While you amuse yourselves? 

62. Rather prostrate yourselves before Allah, and wor- 
ship. Him. . 

SURAH 54 

. - AL-QAMAR- 

Revealed at Makkah 
THE MOON 
In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. The Hour is drawing near, and the moon has been 
cleft in two. 

2. Yet when they see a sign they turn away and say: "A 
continuous magic." 

3. They deny [the truth] and follow their own pas- 
sions. But every matter will be settled. 

4. There has come to them news in which are deter- 
rents, 

5. And full of wisdom; but warnings are unavailing. 

6. So withdraw from them [0 Muhammad] on the day 
when the Summoner summons to a terrible thing. 
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7. With downcast eyes, they come forth from graves as 
if they were scattered locusts. 

8. Hastening toward the Summoner; the disbelievers 
say: "This is a hard day." 

9. Before them the people of Noah denied Our slave, 
and said: "A madman!" and he was rebuked. 

10. So he invoked his Lord, [saying]: "I am van- 
quished, so help me!" 

n. So We opened the gates of heaven with pouring 
water. 

12. And caused the earth to burst with gushing 
springs, so that the waters met for a predestined pur- 
pose. 

13. And we carried him upon a thing of planks and 
nails. 

14. That ran [upon the waters] under Our sight, as a 
reward for him who had been belied. 

15. And We left it as a token; but will anyone take 
heed? 

16. How were My torment and warnings! 

17. And We have made the Qur'an easy to remember, 
but will anyone take heed? 792 

18. c Ad [too] denied [their prophet]. Then how -were 
My torment and warnings! 

19. On a day of unremitting woe, We let loose on them 
a howling wind. 

20. Sweeping men away as though they were uprooted 
palm trunks. 

21. Then how were My torment and warnings! 

22. And We have made the Qur'an easy to remember; 
but will anyone take heed? 

23. Thamud [too] disbelieved the warnings. 
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24. They said: "Are we to follow a man who stands 
alone among us? We would surely then fall into error 
and madness. 

25. "Did he alone among us receive the Reminder? He 
is but a rash liar." 

26. [To their warner it was said]: "Tomorrow they will 
know who is the rash liar. 

27. "We are sending the she-camel as a test for them; 
so watch them and have patience; 



792 It is a fact that the Qur'an is marvelously easy for believers to 
commit to memory. Millions of Muslims know the whole Book by 
heart. 
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28. "And inform them that the water is to be shared 
between [her and] them. Every drinking will be wit- 
nessed." 793 

29. But they called their comrade and he took and 
hamstrung [her]. 

30. Then how were My torment and warnings! 

31. Then We sent against them one cry, and they 
became like the dry twigs of the cattle fold builder. 

32. And We have made the Qur'an easy to remember; 
but will anyone take heed? 



33. The people of Lot belied the warnings. 

34. We let loose on them a storm of stones, except the 
family of Lot, whom We saved in the last watch of the 
night. 

35. As a grace from Us. Thus We reward the thankful. 

36. And he had warned them of Our blow, but they 
cast doubts about the warnings. 

37. They even asked of him his guests for an ill pur- 
pose, Then We blinded their eyes: "Taste My torment 
after My warnings!" 

38. And in the torment decreed befell them early in the 
morning. 

39. Taste My torment after My warnings! 

40. And We have made the Qur'an easy to remember; 
but will anyone take heed? 

41. And warnings came to the house of Pharaoh. 

42. But they disbelieved all Our signs and We seized 
them with the grasp of one Mighty, and Powerful. 

43. Are your disbelievers better than those, or have you 
some immunity in the Scriptures? 

44. Or do they say; "We are numerous [and shall be] 
victorious?" 

45. Their host will be defeated and put to flight. 

46. No, but the Hour is their appointed time, and the 
Hour will be more calamitous and more bitter [than 
their earthly failure]. 

47. The criminals persist in error and madness. 

48. On the day when they are dragged into the Fire 
with faces downwards, [We shall say to them]: "Feel 
the touch of the Flame!" 

49. We have created all things according to a measure. 



793 According to Divine allocation, the camel would consume 
the water one day and the tribe of Thamiid would use it the next 
day. 
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50. We command but once, [and Our will is done] in 
the twinkling of an eye. 

51. And verily We have destroyed your fellows; but will 
anyone take heed? 

52. And every thing they did is in the scriptures. 

53. And every small and great thing is recorded. 

54. The God-fearing are in gardens and rivers. 

55. In a seat of truth, near a Powerful King. 

SURAH 55 

AR-RAHMAN 

Reuealed at Makkah 
This surah takes its name from the first verse. In this surah "Which 
of your Lord's blessings do you two deny?" is repeated several 
times in the dual form, addressing both mankind and jinn. 

THE ALL-MERCIFUL 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. The All-Merciful 

2. Has taught the Qur'an, 

3. Has created man, 

4. Has taught him speech. 

5. The sun and the moon are made to a reckoning. 

6. The plants and the trees bow down. 

7. And the sky He has uplifted; and He has set the bal- 
ance, 

8. That you do not upset the balance, 794 

9. But observe the balance strictly, nor fall short there- 
in. 
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10. He laid the earth for His creatures, 

11. Therein are fruits and sheathed palm trees, 

12. Husked grain and scented herb. 

13. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two [men 
and jinn] deny? 

14. He created man of clay like the potter's, 

15. And then jinn He created of smokeless fire. 

16. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 



794 Here, Allah is commanding us not to upset the balance. Man 
today has already upset the balance, and because of that we have 
the serious problems of pollution, along with the destruction of 
forests, soil erosion, floods, and other catastrophes. 
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17. Lord of the two Easts, and Lord of the two 
Wests. 795 

18. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny?' 

19. He has let loose the two seas; they meet one anoth- 
er. 

20. Between them stands a barrier which they cannot 
overrun. 

21. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

22. Pearls and corals come from both. 



23. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

24. His are the ships that sail like mountains upon the 
sea. 

25. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

26. All that is upon the earth shall pass away 

27. And the face of your Lord will abide forever, full of 
majesty and generosity. 

28. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

29. All that are In the heavens and the earth entreat 
Him. Every day He is upon some task. 

30. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

31. We shall attend to you two heavy ones! 

32. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

33. company of jinn and men, if you have power to 
penetrate [all] regions of the heavens and the earth, 
then penetrate [them]! You will never penetrate them 
except with [Our] authority. 

34. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

35. Flames of fire will be unleashed upon you, and 
brass. No defense will you have. 

36. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

37. And when the heaven splits asunder and becomes 
red like hide, 

38. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

39. On that day neither man nor jinn will be ques- 
tioned of his sin. 

40. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 



795 The points where the sun rises and sets in winter and sum- 
mer. 
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41. The criminals will be known by their marks, and 
will be seized by the forelocks and the feet. 

42. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

43. This is Hell, which the criminals deny. 

44. They shall go round between it and fierce, boiling 
water. 

45. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

46. And for those that fear the standing before their 
Lord there are two gardens. 

47. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

48. [Gardens] with many branches. 

49. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

50. Therein are two flowing fountains. 

51. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

52. Therein is every kind of fruit in pairs. 

53. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

54. They will recline on couches lined with thick bro- 
cade, and within their reach will be the fruits of both 
gardens. 

55. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

56. Therein are maidens of modest gaze, whom nei- 
ther man nor jinn will have touched before them. 

57. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

58. [In beauty] they are like rubies and corals. 

59. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 
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60. Is the reward of goodness anything but goodness? 

61. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

62. And beyond them there are two other gardens. 

63. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

64. Dark green with foliage. 

65. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

66. Therein are two gushing fountains. 

67. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 
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68. In them are fruits; palms and pomegranate. 

69. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

70. In them will be chaste and fair ones. 

71. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

72. Hurts sheltered in pavilions. 

73. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

74. Neither man nor jinn will have touched them 
before. 

75. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 



76. Reclining on green cushions and fine carpets. 

77. Which of your Lord's blessings do you two deny? 

78. Blessed be the Name- of your Lord, the Lord of 
majesty and generosity! 



SURAH 56 

AL-WAQI C AH 

Revealed at Makkah 

THE EVENT 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate, 

1. When the event befalls! 

2. And no soul will then deny its coming. 

3. Some will be abased and others exalted. 

' 4.- When the earth is shaken with a violent shock, 
. 5.- And the hills are ground to powder. 

6. So that they become scattered dust, 

7. You will be divided into three groups: 

8. The companions on the right hand, what of the 
companions of the right hand? 

9. The companions on the left hand, what of the com- 
panions of the left hand? 

10. And the Foremost, the Foremost. 

11. Those are they who are drawn near. 

12. In gardens of delight; 

13. A multitude from the men of old, 

14. But only a few from the later generations. 

15. On lined couches. 

16. Reclining therein face to face. 
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17. There wait on them immortal youths. 

18. With bowls and ewers, and a cup from a pure 
spring. 

19. That will neither pain their heads nor take away 
their reason; 

20. With fruits of their choice. 

21. And flesh of fowls that they desire. 

22. And fair ones with wide eyes. 

23. Like hidden pearls. 

24. As a reward for what they used to do. 

25. There they will hear no idle talk, no sinful speech. 

26. But only the greeting: "Peace! Peace!" 

27. And the companions on the right hand, what of 
the companions of the right hand? 

28. They will be among thornless lote trees, 

29. And clustered. bananas, 

30. And spreading shade, 

31. And water gushing, 

32. And fruit in plenty, 

33. Neither limited nor forbidden. 

34. And [they will sit] on raised couches. 

35. We created [the women] again, 

36. And made them virgins, 

37. Loving companions of the same age, 

38. For the companions of the right hand; 

39. A multitude from the men of old. 

40. And a multitude from the later generations. 

41. And the companions of the left hand, what of the 
companions of the left hand? 

42. [They will dwell] amidst scorching winds, and 
boiling water; 
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43. In the shadow of black smoke. 

44. Neither cool nor refreshing. 

45. They had previously lived in luxury. 

46. And persisted in the awful sin. 

47. And they used to say: "When we are dead, and 
turned to dust and bones, shall we be resurrected? 

48. "And also our forefathers?" 

49. Say: "Those of old and those of later times 

50. "Will be all brought together on an appointed 
day." 
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51. As for you who are astray and deny, 

52. You will eat [the fruit of] the Zaqqum tree. 

53. And fill your bellies with it. 

54. You will drink boiling water; 

55. Yet you will drink it as the thirsty camel drinks. 

56. This will be their welcome on the Day of Judge- 
ment 

57. We created you, will you not believe? 



58. Have you seen [the semen] you emit? 

59. Do you create it or are We the Creator? 

60. We decree death among you, and We are not to be 
outrun. 

61. Should we wish to change you and make you what 

you know not. 

62. And you know the first creation. Why, then, do you 
not reflect? 

63. Have you seen that which you sow? 

64. Is it you who foster it, or are We the Fosterer? 

65. If We willed, We could make it chaff, then you. 
would not cease to exclaim: 

66. "We have suffered a loss! 

67. "Surely we are deprived!" 

68: Have you seen the water which you drink? 

69. Is it you who brought it down from the cloud, or 
We? 

70. If We pleased, We could make it bitter. Why then 
do you not give thanks? 

71. Have you seen the fire which you light; 

72. Was it you who made its tree grow, or were We the 

Grower? 

73. We have made it a reminder and a comfort for the 
dwellers in the wilderness. 

74. Therefore [0 Muhammad], extol the Name of your 
Formidable Lord! 

75. 1 shall swear by the locations of the stars, 

76. A formidable oath, if you but knew; 
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77. That this is indeed a noble Qur'an, 

78. [Inscribed] in a hidden book. 

79. Which none may touch except the purified; 

80. A sending down from the Lord of the Worlds. 

81. Is it this discourse that you scorn? 

82. And have you made its denial your means of liveli- 
hood? 

83. Why, then, when [man's soul] comes up to the 
throat [as he is dying], 

84. While you are looking, 

85. And We are nearer to him than you are, but you do 
not see? 

86. Why, then, if you are not in bondage [to Us], 

87. Do you not force it back, if you are truthful? 

88. Thus, -if he is of those brought near, 

89. Then [he will be in] repose and plenty, and a Gar- 
den of delight. 

go. If he is a companion of the right hand, 

91. Then [the greeting] "Peace be to you!" from those 
on the right hand. 

92. But if he is of the deniers, the erring. 

93. Then the welcome will be boiling water, 

94. And roasting in hell. 

95. This is the truth of certainty. 

96. So extol the Name of your Formidable Lord! 
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IRON 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciflil, the Compassionate. 

1. All that is in the heavens and the earth extol Allah. 
He is the August, the Wise. 

2. His is the Sovereignty of the heavens and the earth; 
He gives life and death; and He has power over all 
things. 

3. He is the First and the Last and the Outward and the 
Inward; and He is Knower of all things. 796 



796 Allah is the first, He has created everything; there was noth- 
ing before Him. He is the Last, His existence is Eternal, When 
everyone is dead He still is. He is the Outward; His existence and 
unity is manifest in everything for those who can think. He is the 
Inward; the senses and intellect can not comprehend Him. 
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4. He it is Who created the heavens and the earth in six 
days, then He established Himself upon the Throne. 
He knows all that enters the earth and all that emerges 
from it, all that comes down from the sky and all that 
ascends in it; and He is with you wherever you are. 
And Allah sees what you do. 

5. His is the Sovereignty of the heavens and the earth, 
and to Him will all matters return. 

6. He causes the night to pass into the day and the day 
to pass into the night And He has knowledge of what 
is in the breasts. 



7. Believe in Allah and His messenger, and spend of 
that which He has entrusted you with; for those of you 
who believe and spend will- have a great reward. 

8. And what cause have you not to believe in Allah, 
when the Messenger calls on you to have faith in your 
Lord, and He has already made a pact with you, if you 
are [true] believers? 

9. He it is Who sends down clear signs to His slave, so 
that He may lead you out of darknesses into the light; 
Allah is Kind and Compassionate to you. 

10. And why should you not spend in the cause of 
Allah, when He alone will inherit the heavens and the 
earth? Those of you that gave of their wealth before 
the victory and took part in the fighting are not equal 
[to those who gave and fought thereafter]. Their 
degree is greater. Allah has promised each a good 
reward; and Allah is Aware of what you do. 

11. Who will give a generous loan to Allah? He will pay 
him back manifold, and he will receive a generous 
reward. 
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12. On the day when you [0 Muhammad] will see the 
believers, men and women, their light shining forth 
before them and on their right, hands. "Rejoice this 
day. [You will enter] gardens watered by running 
streams in which you will abide forever. That is the 
formidable triumph. . 

13. On that day the hypocrites, both men and women, 

' will say to the true believers: "Wait for us that we may 
borrow some of your light," It will be said: "Go back 
and seek some [other] light!" Then a wall with a gate 
will be set before them. Inside there will be mercy, 
while outside it will be the torment. 

14. They will call out to them, saying: "Were we not 
with you?" They will say: "Yes, but you tempted each 
other, you wavered, you doubted, and were deceived by 
your own wishes until Allah's will was done and the 
Deceiver deceived you concerning Allah. 

15. "So this day no ransom can be taken from you, nor 
from those who disbelieved. Your home is the Fire; 
that is your patron, and an evil journey's end!" 

16. Has not the time come for the hearts of those who 
believe to submit humbly to Allah's remembrance and 
to what was sent down of the truth, that they be not as 
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those who received the Book before them? But the 
term was prolonged for them and so their hearts were 
hardened, and many of them are corrupt. 

17. Know that Allah restores the earth to life after its 
death. We have made clear to you Our signs that you 
may understand. 

18. Those that give charity, be they men or women, 
and those that give a generous loan to Allah, will be 
repaid manifold. They will receive a generous reward. 
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19. And those who believe in Allah and His messen- 
gers, they are the just; and the martyrs are with their 
Lord; they have their reward and their light; while as 
for those who disbelieve and deny Our signs, they are 
the people of hell 

20. Know that the life of this world is only play, and 
diversion, and adornment, and boasting among you, 
and rivalry in respect of wealth and children; as the like- 
ness [of vegetation after rain] the tillers rejoice in it, 
but then it withers and turns yellow, soon becoming 



stubble. In the hereafter, there is : severe torment, and 
[also] forgiveness from Allah and [His] good pleasure, 
whereas the life of the world is but the comfort of illu- 
sion. .' 

21. Pvace one with another for forgiveness from your 
Lord and for a garden the breadth of which is as that 
of the heaven . and earth, prepared for those who 
believe in Allah and His messengers. Such is the favor 
of Allah; He bestows it on whom He will. Allah's favor 
is immense. 

22. No misfortune can befall in theearth, or your own 
persons, but it is recorded in a book-before We bring 
it into being. That is easy for Allah. 

23. So that you grieve not for the good things you miss 
or be overjoyed at what you gain. Allah does not love 
those who are proud and boastful. 

24. Those who hoard, and who enjoin upon the people 
avarice; and he who turns away, still Allah is Rich, 
Praiseworthy. 
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25. We sent Our messengers with clear proofs, and 
sent down with them the. Book and the Balance, that 
mankind may observe right measure; and We sent 
down iron, wherein is mighty power and [many] uses 
for mankind, that Allah may know those who support 
Him, His Messengers without seeing Him. Allah is 
Strong, August. . 

26. And We sent Noah and Abraham, and bestowed 
on their offspring rophethood and the Book. Some 
were rightly-guided, but many were corrupt. 

27. Then We sent Our Messengers to follow in their 
footsteps; and We made Jesus, son of Mary, to follow, 
and gave him the Gospel, and placed compassion and 
mercy in the hearts of those who followed him. But 
monasticism they invented— We did not ordain it for 
them— seeking Allah's pleasure, and they observed it 
not with right observance. So We gave those of them 
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who believed their reward, but many of them are cor- 
rupt. 

28. believers, fear Allah, and believe in His Messen- 
gers. He will grant you a double share of His mercy, 
and will give you a light to walk in, and will forgive 
you. Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 

29. Let the People of the Book know that they have no 
power over the favors of Allah; that these favors are in 
His hands alone, and that He grants them to whom He 
will. And Allah is of formidable favors. 
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SURAH 58 

AL-MUjADILAH 
Reuealed at Madlnah 

SHE WHO DISPUTED 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. Allah has heard the words of she who disputed with 
you concerning her husband and made her complaint 
to Allah. Allah has heard your conversation. Allah is 
the Hearer, Seer. 



2. Those of you who shun their wives [by saying they 
are as their mothers] should know that they are not 
their mothers. Their mothers are only those who gave 
birth to them. The words they utter are unjust and 
false; but Allah is Pardoning, Forgiving. 

3. Those that shun their wives [by saying they are as 
their mothers] and afterwards retract their words shall 
free a slave before they touch each other again. This 
you are enjoined to do; Allah is Aware of what you do. 

4. He that does not have [a slave] shall fast two suc- 
cessive months before they touch one another. If he 
cannot do this, he will feed sixty of the poor. This [is 
enjoined on you] so that you may believe in Allah and 
His Messenger. Such are the limits set by Allah. And 
Allah's painful torment awaits the disbelievers. 

5. Those who oppose Allah and His messenger will be 
abased, as were those before them. We have sent 
down clear proofs; and a shameful torment awaits the 
disbelievers. 

6. On the day when Allah restores them all to life He 
will inform them of their actions. Allah has kept 
account of it, while they forgot it. And Allah is Witness 
over all things. 
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7. Are you not aware that Allah knows what the heav- 
ens and the earth contain? There is no secret counsel 
between three but He is the fourth of them; nor 
between five but He is the sixth of them, nor between 
fewer or more but He is with them wherever they are. 
Then, on the Day of Arising, He will inform them of 
their doings. Allah has knowledge of all things. 

8. Do you not see those who were forbidden secret 
counsels, then they return to that which they are for- 
bidden and hold secret counsels for sin and hostility, 
and disobedience of the Messenger? When they come 
to you they salute you in words with which Allah does 
not greet you, and ask themselves: "Why does Allah 
not torment us for what we say?" Hell is enough for 
them; they will burn in its flames, an evil end. 

9. believers, when you converse in private do not 
speak with sin and hostility and disobedience towards 
the Messenger, but with benevolence and piety. Fear 
Allah, before Whom you will be brought together. 
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10. Secret counsels are the work of the devil, who 
thereby seeks to aggrieve the believers. He can cause 
no harm except by Allah's leave. In Allah let the believ- 
ers put their trust. 

11. Believers! Make room in your assemblies when 
you are bidden to do so; Allah will make room for you. 
Again, rise up when you are told to rise; Allah will 
raise to high ranks those that believe and those who 
have knowledge among you. Allah is aware of what 
you do. 
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12. Believers! When you consult the Messenger in 
private, give charity before such consultation. That is 
best and purest for you. But if you lack the means, 
[know that] Allah is Forgiving and Compassionate. 

13. Do you hesitate to offer charity before your consul- 
tations with him? If you do not and Allah relents 
toward you then perform your prayers and pay the 
zakat, and obey Allah and obey His Messenger. Allah is 
Aware of what you do. 



14. Do you see those that have befriended a people 
who have incurred Allah's wrath? They belong neither 
to you nor to them. They knowingly swear to false- 
hoods. 797 

15. Allah has prepared for them a severe torment. Evil 
indeed is that which they have done. 

16. They use their faith as a disguise and thus debar 
others from the path of Allah. A shameful torment 
awaits them. . 

17. Neither their wealth, nor their children will in the 
least protect them from Allah. They are the people of 
the Fire, and there they will abide forever. 

18. On the day when Allah resurrects, them all they will 
swear to Him as they now swear to you, thinking that 
their oaths will help them. They are the liars. 

19. The Devil has gained, possession of them and 
caused them to forget the remembrance.of Allah. They 
are the Devil's party; and the Devil's party are those 
who will lose. ' 

20. Those who oppose Allah and His Messenger will 
be among the lowest. 

21. Allah has decreed: ."I will surely triumph, Myself 
and My Messengers." Allah is Strong, August. 



797 Those are the hypocrites. They claimed faith, but they had 
been concealing disbelief. They took the Jews for allies. 
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22. You will find no believers in Allah and the Last Day 
on friendly terms with those who oppose Allah and 
His messengers, even though they be their fathers, 
their sons, their brothers, or their kindred. Allah has 
written faith in their hearts, and strengthened them 
with a spirit from Him. He will admit them to gardens 
watered by running streams where they will dwell for- 
ever. Allah is well pleased with them and they with 
Him. They are the party of Allah, and Allah's party are 
those who will succeed. 



SURAH 59 

AL-HASHK 

Revealed at MadTnah 
Al-Hashr takes its name from verses 2-17 where the exile of the Jew- 
ish tribe Ban! Nadir is related. They were exiled because of 
attempting to murder the Prophetby treason. The hypocrites had 
secretly sympathized with those Jews,. and had promised to side 
with them should there be a war with the Muslims; and to emi- 
grate with them if they were constrained to be exiled. But the 
hypocrites did not help them when the Muslims marched against 
them, and when they were gathered together and expelled from 
MadTnah, the hypocrites did not join them. 

THE GATHERING 

In the name of Allah,- the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. All that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth 
glorifies Allah, and He is the August, the Wise. 

2. He it is that drove the disbelievers among the People 
of the Book out of their dwellings into the first exile. 



XAV XAX /££ /J*. >£S '& >2^ ^S ^S »*> '*> ^ x <*> <£ {£> ^'£><£ 4£ 

/ AW W W <W V?> W> W/ W/ WV W/- " " NY/ "" y*' .^.J^L— Y<l> 

|r — — —" " — ^—— ____— .^ 



9 S / 










'$ 
$ 

$ 

% 

% 
% 
$ 

% 
$ 
$ 
i 

% 

'4 



'£*X SA\ y/CV /A\ /A\ /A.V /A\ M\ /M /A\ /M /M /AV /£> 4*^ /££ <^ ^ '*$> * 

w vvy \y> vv> w \vx w/ xvy w/ w/ w w ^{J^_^" NVy ' """ ^^ xv/ 



You did not think that they would go, and they 
thought that their strongholds would protect them 
from Allah. But Allah overtook them whence they did 
not expect, casting such terror into their hearts that 
their dwellings were destroyed by their own hands as 
well as by those of the believers. So learn a lesson, 
you who have eyes! 

3. Had Allah not decreed evacuation for them, He 
would have tormented them in this world, and theirs 
in the Hereafter is the torment of the Fire. 
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superiority over whomsoever Allah pleases; and Allah 
is able to do all things. 

7. That which Allah gives as spoil to His Messenger 
from the people of the townships, it is for Allah and 
His Messenger [for the State] and for the near of kin 
and the orphans and the needy and the wayfarer, so 
that they will not become the property of the rich 
among you. Whatever the Messenger gives you, accept 
it; and whatever he forbids you, abstain from it. And 
fear Allah; Allah is stern in punishment. 

8. And [spoils are] for the poor emigrants who have 
been driven out from their homes and their belong- 
ings, who seek favor from Allah and His good 
pleasure and help Allah and His Messenger. They are 
the truthful. 

9. Those, before them, who had homes in the City 
[Madlnah] and embraced the Faith before them love 
those who have emigrated to them; they entertain no 
desire in their hearts for [the spoils] they may be 

6. And that which Allah gave as spoil to His messen- given, but rather prefer them above themselves, 
ger from them, you did not attack them with either though poverty is their lot And whoever is saved from 
cavalry or camelry; but Allah gives His messenger his own avarice will surely succeed. 



4. That is because they were opposed to Allah and His 
messenger; and he that is opposed to Allah should 
know that Allah is stern in punishment. 

5. Whatever palm-tree you cut down or leave standing 
upon its roots, it is by Allah's leave, so that He might 
humiliate the corrupt. 798 



798 The unnecessary cutting down of fruit trees or destruction of 
crops, or any wanton destruction whatever in war is forbidden by 
the law and practice of Islam. But some destruction may be neces- 
sary to put pressure on the enemy, and to that extent it is allowed. 
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io. And those who came after them say: "Our Lord! 
Forgive us and our brethren who were before us in the 
faith, and do not place in our hearts any rancor toward 
those who believe. Our Lord! You are Kind, Compas- 
sionate. 

ii. "Have you not seen the hypocrites?" They say to 
their fellow disbelievers among the People of the 
Book: "If you are driven out, we shall go out with you, 
and we shall never obey anyone against you, and if you 
are attacked we shall help you." And Allah bears wit- 
ness that they are lying. 799 

12. If they are driven out, they will not go with them, 
nor, if they are attacked, will they help them. Indeed, if 
they go to their help, they will turn their backs in 
flight, and then they will not be helped. 

13. Their dread of you is more intense in their hearts 
than their fear of Allah; so devoid are they of under- 
standing. 

14. They will never fight against you in a body, save in 
fortified cities or from behind high walls. Their hostil- 
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ity among themselves is great; you think of them as 
one, yet their hearts are divided. That is because they 
are people who have no sense. 

15. Those who suffered a short time before them, they 
tasted the ill-effects of their conduct; and theirs is a 
painful torment. 

16. [And the hypocrites are] like the devil when he 
orders man to disbelieve, then, when he disbelieves, 
says: "I disown you. I fear Allah, the Lord of the 
Worlds!" 



799 Reference is to c Abd-Allah ibn Ubay, the chief hypocrite and 
to his correspondence with the Nadirite Jews. 
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17. And the consequence for both will be that they are 
In the Fire, to remain there forever. Such is the reward 

of the unjust 

18. believers! Fear Allah. And let every soul look to 
that which it sends forward for the morrow. And fear 
Allah, for He Is Aware of what you do. 

19. And be not as those who forgot Allah, so that He 
caused them to forget themselves. Such men are cor- 
rupt. 



20. The people of the Fire and the people of the Gar- 
den are not equal The people of the Garden are the 
winners. ' ■ 

21. If We' had caused this Qur'an to descend upon a 
mountain, you would have seen it humbled, rent asun- 
der by the fear of Allah. Such are the examples. We set 
forth to people, so that they may reflect 

22. He is Allah besides whom there is no other god; 

Knower of the visible and the unseen. He Is the All- 
Merciful, the Compassionate. 

23. He Is Allah besides whom there is no other god. 
The Sovereign, the Holy, the Source of Security; the 
Guardian, the August, the Compeller, the Proud! 
Transcendent Is He above what they associate [with 
Him]. 

24. He Is Allah, the Creator, the Originator, the Mod- 
eler. His are the most beautiful names. All that is in 
the heavens and the earth glorifies Him. He is the 
August, the Wise. 
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SURAH 60 

AL-MUMTAHANAH 

Reuealed at Madinah 

A!-Mumtahanah takes its name from verse 10, where the believers 
are told to question women who come to them as fugitives from 
the idolaters and, if they find them sincere converts to Islam, not 
to return them to the idolaters. This marked a modification of the 
terms of the Truce of Hudaybiyah, by which the Prophet had under- 
taken to return all fugitives, male and female, while the idolaters 
were not obliged to give up renegades from Islam. The more terri- 
ble persecution which women had to undergo, if extradited, and 
their helpless social condition were the causes of the change. 
Instead of giving up women refugees who were sincere, and not 
fugitives on account of crime or some family quarrel, the Muslims 
were to pay an indemnity for them; while as for Muslim husbands 
whose wives might flee to Quraysh, no indemnity was to be paid 
by the latter, but, when some turn of fortune brought wealth to the 
Islamic state, they were to be repaid by the state what their wives 
had taken of their property. Verse 12 names the pledge which was 
to be taken from the women refugees after their. examination. The 
date of the revelation is the eighth year of the Hijrah. . 

SHE THAT IS TO BE EXAMINED 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Believers! Do not ally yourselves with those who 
are enemies of Mine and yours, showing them kind- 
ness when they have denied the truth that has come to 
you and driven the Messenger and yourselves out [of 
your city] because you believe in Allah, your Lord. If it 
was indeed to fight for My cause, and out of a desire to 
please Me that you left your city, how can you be 
friendly to them in secret? I well know all that you con- 
ceal and all that you reveal. Whoever of you does this 
will have strayed from the even path. 

2. If they have the upper hand over you, they will be 
your foes, and will stretch out their hands and their 
tongues toward you with evil intent; and they long for 
you to disbelieve. 

3. On the Day of Arising neither your kinsfolk nor your 
children will avail you. Allah will judge between you. 
Allah sees what you do. 
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4. There is an excellent example for you in Abraham 
and those who followed him. They said to their peo- 
ple: "We are quit of you and that which you worship 
besides Allah. We renounce you; enmity and hate will 
reign between us until you believe in Allah only!" 
Except Abraham's saying to his father: "I shall ask 
Allah to forgive you, although I have no power to save 
you from Him.' Our Lord, in You we have put our 
trust, and to You we turn in repentance, and to You is 
the final end." 

5. "Our Lord! Do not make us a trial for those who dis- 
believe. And forgive us, our Lord! You are the August, 
the Wise." 
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6. In those there is a good example for you, and for 
him who puts his hopes in Allah and the Last Day. He 

who turns away, [know that] Allah is Rich, Praisewor- 
thy. 

7. It may well be that Allah will put good will between 
you and those with whom you have hitherto been at 
odds. Allah is Able, and Allah is Forgiving, Compas- 
sionate. 800 

8. Allah does not forbid you to be benevolent and 



equitable to those who have neither made war on your 
religion nor driven you from your homes. Allah loves 
the equitable. 

9. Allah only forbids you to make friends with those 
who have fought against you on account of your reli- 
gion and driven you from your homes, or abetted 
others to do so. Those who make friends with them 
are unjust. . 

10. believers! When believing women emigrate to 
you, test them. Allah best knows their faith. If you find 
them believers, do not return them to the disbelievers; 
they are not lawful to the disbelievers, nor are the dis- 
believers lawful to them. But hand back to the 
disbelievers what they have spent. Nor is it an offense 
for you to marry such women, provided you give them 
their dowries. Do not hold onto the ties of marriage 
with disbelieving women; demand what you have 
spent and let them ask for what they have spent. Such 
is the judgment of Allah. He judges between you. 
Allah Is Wise and Knowing. 

11. If any of your wives go over to the disbelievers and 
you subsequently have your turn, pay those whose 
wives have fled the equivalent of the dowries they have 
given them. Fear Allah in Whom you believe. 



800 Believers are told here not to go too extreme at being with 
odds with the disbelievers, there might come a day that Allah 
might put good will between the believers and disbelievers. This is 
exactly what happened later on, the disbelievers of Makkah 
became Muslims and fought for the cause of Islam. 
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12. Prophet! If believing women come to you and 
pledge themselves to associate nothing with Allah, to 
commit neither theft, nor adultery, nor child-murder, 
to utter no calumnies [concerning the fatherhood of 
their children], and to disobey, you in nothing good, 
accept their allegiance and ask Allah to forgive them. 
Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 

13. believers! Do -not make friends with those who 
have incurred the wrath of Allah. Those despair of the 
Hereafter, just as the disbelievers despair of the inhab- 
itants of the graves. . 



SURAH 61 

AS-SAFF 

Reuealed at MadTnah 

This surah takes its name from the word as~Sajf which occurs in 
verse 4, describing the believers who fight for Islam. 

THE BATTLE ARRAY 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. All that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth 
glorifies Allah, and He is the August, the Wise. 

2. O believers! Why do you say what you do not do? 801 
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3. It is most odious in Allah's sight that you should 
say that which you do not do. 

4. Allah loves those who fight for His cause in ranks, 
as if they were a structure well-built. 

5. And [remember] when Moses said to his people*. "0 
my people, Why do you seek to harm me, when you 
know that I am Allah's Messenger to you?" So when 
they swerved Allah let their hearts swerve. Allah does 
not guide the corrupt. 



801 Some Muslims said that if they had known which action was 
the most pleasing one to Allah they would had done it. Upon this, 
the verse which states that "Allah loves those who fight for His 
cause" was revealed. The fact that some of the Muslims turned 
away from battle was the cause of this reproach. 
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6. And [remember] Jesus, son of Mary, who said: "0 
Children of Israel; I am the messenger of Allah to you, 

confirming that which was before me in the To rah and 
bringing good news of a messenger who will come 
after me, whose name is Ahmad." Yet when he came 

to them with clear proofs, they said: "This is manifest 
magic." 

7. And who is more wicked than the man who invents 
a falsehood about Allah when called to Islam? Allah 
does not guide the unjust. 



8. They seek to extinguish the light of Allah with their 
mouths; but Allah will complete His light, much as 
the disbelievers may dislike it. 

9. He it is who has sent His Messenger with guidance 
and the Religion of Truth, so that He may exalt it 
above all religions, much as the polytheists may dis- 
like it . . . 

• 10. believers! Shall! show you a. commerce that will 
save you from a painful torment? 

n. To believe in Allah and His Messenger, and strive 
for the cause of Allah with your, wealth and your lives. 
That is better for you, if you but knew it. 

12. He will forgive you your sins, and admit you into 
Gardens watered by running streams and pleasant 
mansions in Gardens of Paradise. That is the immense 

triumph. 

13. And [He will give you] another [blessing] which 
you love, help from Allah and imminent victory. So 

give good news to the believers! 

14. believers! Be Allah's helpers. When Jesus son of 
Mary said to the disciples: "Who will come with me to 
the help of Allah?" The disciples said: "We are Allah's 
helpers." And a party of the Children of Israel 
believed, while a party disbelieved. Then We strength- 
ened those who believed against their foe, and they 
became the uppermost. 
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SURAH 62 

AL-JUMU C AH 

Revealed at Madlnah 

THE CONGREGATION 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciflil, the Compassionate. 

i. Whatever is in the heavens and in the earth glorifies 
Allah, the Sovereign, the Holy, the August, the Wise. 

2. He it is who has sent among the unlettered ones a 
messenger of their own, to recite to them His signs 
and to purify them, and to teach them the Book and 
the Wisdom, though they were before in error mani- 
fest. 

3. Along with others of them who have not yet joined 
them. He is the August, the Wise. 

4. That is the favor of Allah; which He gives to whom 
He will. Allah's favor is immense. 

5. The likeness of those who were entrusted with the 
Torah, yet apply it not, is that of a donkey carrying 
books. Evil is the likeness of people who deny the 
signs of Allah. And Allah does not guide the unjust. 
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6. Say [0 Muhammad]: "O you who are Jews! If you 
claim that you are favored by Allah apart from all 
mankind, then desire death, if you are truthful." 

7. But they will never desire it because of all that their 
own hands have sent before them, and Allah knows 
the unjust. 

8. Say: "The death from which you flee will overtake 
you; and afterward you will be returned to the Knower 
of the invisible and the visible, and He will tell you 
what you used to do." 
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9. O believers! When the call is heard for the prayer on 
Friday, hasten to the remembrance of Allah and cease 
your trading. That is better for you if you but knew it. 

10. And when the prayer is ended, then disperse in the 
land and seek of Allah's favor, and remember Allah 

much, that you may succeed. 

11. Yet when they see some merchandise or diversion, 
they break away to it and leave you standing. Say: "That 
which Allah has in store is far better than any diversion 
or merchandise. Allah is the Best of Providers." 



SURAH 63 

AL-MUNAFIQUN 

Rtveakd at MadTnah 

This surah deals with the hypocrites and their behavior, taking its 
name from, the first verse. 

THE HYPOCRITES' 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. When the hypocrites come to you they say: "We bear 
witness that you are Allah's Messenger." Allah knows 
that you are indeed His Messenger, and Allah bears 
witness that the hypocrites are lying! 

2. They use their oaths as a disguise and debar others 
from the path of Allah. Evil is what they do. 

3. That is because they believed and then disbelieved: 

their hearts are sealed, so that they will not under- 
stand. 

4. And when you see them their bodies please you, and 
when they speak, you listen to what they say. Yet they 
are like propped-up beams of timber. They deem every 
shout to be against them. They are the enemy. So 
beware of them. May Allah assail them! How perverse 
they are! 
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5. When it is said to them: "Come! The Messenger of 
Allah will ask forgiveness for you!" they twist their 
heads and you see them turning away, disdainful. 

6. It is alike to them whether or not you ask forgive- 
ness for them, Allah will not forgive them. He does 
not guide corrupt people. 

7. It is they who say: "Spend nothing on those that are 
with Allah's messenger until they desert him. But to 
Allah belong the treasuries of the heavens and the 
earth, but the hypocrites do not understand." 

8. They say: "When we return to Madlnah, the more 
honorable will drive out the more abased, but honor 
belongs to Allah and His Messenger and the believers; 
but the hypocrites do not know. 
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9. "0 believers! let neither your riches, nor your chil- 
dren divert you from Allah's remembrance. Those who 
do so, they are the losers. 

10. "And spend of that with which We have provided 
you before death befalls any of you and he says: 
'Reprieve me, my Lord, awhile, that I may give in char- 
ity and be among the virtuous.'" 

n. But Allah reprieves no soul when its term comes. 
Allah is Aware of what you do. 
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SURAH 64 

AT-TAGHABUN 
Repealed at Madlnah 

THE LOSS 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Whatever is in the heavens and on earth glorifies 
Allah. His is the Sovereignty, and His the praise. He 
has power over all things. 



2. He it is Who created you, so that some of you are 
disbelievers and some of you believers, and Allah Sees 
what you do. 

3. He created the heavens and the earth with the 
Truth, and He fashioned you and made good your 
shapes, and to Him is the final end. 

4. He knows what the heavens and the earth contain, 
and knows all that you conceal and all that you reveal. 
And Allah knows what is in the breasts. 

5. Has not the story reached you of those who disbe- 
lieved of old and thus tasted the ill-effects of their 
conduct, and theirs is a painful torment? 

6. That was because their Messengers kept coming to 
them with clear proofs, but they said: "Shall mere 
mortals guide us?" So they disbelieved and turned 
away, and Allah has no need of them. Allah is Rich, 
Praiseworthy. 

7. Those who disbelieve assert that they will not be 
raised again. Say [to them Muhammad]: "By my 
Lord, you will be resurrected! Then you will be told of 
all that you have done, and that is easy for Allah." 

8. Believe, therefore, in Allah and His Messenger, and 
the light which We have sent down. And Allah is 
Aware ofwhatyoudo. 

9. The day when He assembles you all to the Day of 
Assembling. That will be the day of loss. And those 
who believe in Allah and do right, He will remit from 
them their evil deeds and will bring them into Gar- 
dens watered by running streams, where they will 
dwell for ever. That is the immense triumph. 
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io. But those who disbelieve and deny Our signs, 
those are the people of the Fire, and will abide therein 
forever, an evil end. 

ii. No calamity befalls except by Allah's leave. And he 
who believes in Allah, He guides his heart. And Allah 
Knows all things. 

12. Obey Allah and obey His Messenger; but if you 
turn away, then the duty of Our Messenger is but to 
convey clearly. 

13. Allah! There is no god save Him. In Allah, there- 
fore, let believers put their trust. 

14. believers, among your wives and your children 
there are enemies for you, therefore beware of them. 
And if you overlook their offenses and forgive and par- 
don them, then know that Allah is Forgiving, 
Compassionate. 

15. Your wealth and your children are only a trial, and 
with Allah is an immense reward. 
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16. So fear Allah as best you can, and listen, and obey, 
and spend; that is better for your souls. And those 
who are saved from their own greed, those are the suc- 
cessful. 

17. If you give a generous loan to Allah, He will pay 
you back manifold and will forgive you, for Allah is 
Thankful, Forbearant. 

18. Knower of the invisible and the visible, the August, 
the Wise. 
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SURAH 65 

AT-TALAQ 
Revealed at Madmah 

The relations of the sexes are an important factor in social life. 
This siirah deals with some of its aspects. The Prophet said: "In the 
sight of Allah, divorce is the most hateful of the permitted things." 
Thus the sanctity of marriage is safeguarded, because it is the 
essential basis of family life. On the other hand, this sanctity 
should not be the cause of excessive suffering. 

DIVORCE 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 



i. Prophet! If you [believers] divorce your wives, 
divorce them at the end of their waiting period, and 
fear Allah, your Lord. Do not expel them from their 
homes or let them go away unless they commit a 
proven immorality. Such are the bounds set by Allah; 
and he that transgresses Allah's bounds wrongs his 
own soul. You never know, after that Allah may bring 
to pass some new situation. 

2. When they have reached their prescribed time, 
either keep them honorably or part with them honor- 
ably. Call to witness two honest men among you and 
keep your testimony upright for Allah. Whoever 
believes in Allah and in the Last Day is exhorted to do 
this. And whoever fears Allah, He will appoint a way 
out for him. 

3. And will provide for him from whence he did not 
expect. Allah is sufficient for the man who puts his 
trust in Him. He will surely bring about what He 
decrees. He has set a measure for all things. 

4. If you are in doubt concerning those of your wives 
who have ceased menstruating, know that their wait- 
ing period is three months. And let the same be the 
waiting period of those who have not yet menstruated. 
As for pregnant women, their term will be the time 
they deliver their burden. Allah will ease the hardship 
of he who fears Him. 

5. That is the commandment of Allah which He has 
sent down to you. And whoever fears Allah, He will 
remit from him his evil deeds and will enlarge his 
reward. 
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6. Lodge them in your own homes, according to your 
means. Do not harass them so as to make life intolera- 
ble for them. If they are with child, maintain them 
until they deliver their burden; and if, after that, they 
give suck to their children, give them their sums and 
consult together in all reasonableness. But if you can- 
not bear with each other, let other women suckle for 
you. 

7. Let the rich man spend according to his wealth and 
the poor man according to what Allah has given him. 
Allah does not charge a man with more than He has 
given him; He will bring ease after hardship. 

8. And how many a city revolted against the ordinance 
of its Lord and His messengers, and We called it to a 
stern account and tormented it with an evil torment. 

9. So that it tasted the ill effects of its conduct, and the 
consequence of its conduct was loss. 

10. Allah has prepared for them a severe torment; so 
fear Allah, O people of understanding who have 
believed! Now Allah has sent down to you a reminder, 

n. A messenger reciting to you the signs of Allah 
made clear, that He may bring forth those who believe 
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and do good works from darknesses into light. And 
whosoever believes in Allah and does right, He will 
bring him into Gardens watered by running streams, 
where he will abide forever. Allah has appointed for 
him a generous provision. 

12. Allah it is who has created seven heavens, and of 
the earth a similar number. His commandment 
descends through them, so that you may know that 
Allah has power over all things, and that He has 
encompassed everything in knowledge. 
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SURAH 66 

AT-TAHRlM 

Reueoled at Madlnah 

PROHIBITION 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. Prophet! Why do you forbid that which Allah has 
made lawful to you, seeking to please your wives? And 
Allah is Forgiving, Compassionate. 



2. Allah has made lawful for you [Muslims] absolution 
from your oaths (of such -a kind], and Allah is your 
Protector. He is the Knowing, the Wise. 

3. When the Prophet confided a secret to one of his 
wives; when she disclosed it and Allah informed him 
of this, he made known one part of it and said nothing 
about the other. And when he told it to her she said: 
"Who has told you?" He replied; "The Knower, the 
Aware, has told me,"' 

4. If you two turn to Allah in ^repentance for your 
hearts were so inclined [you will be pardoned]; but if 
you help each other against him, know that Allah is 
his Protector, and Gabriel, and the righteous among 
the faithful. The angels too are his helpers. 

5. It may happen that his Lord, if he divorces you, will 
give him in your place better wives than yourselves, 
submissive to Allah and full of faith, devout, penitent, 
obedient, and given to fasting;. both formerly married 
and virgins. 

6. you who believe! Guard yourselves and your kin- 
dred against a Fire the fuel of which is people and 
stones, whose keepers are fierce and mighty angels 
who never disobey Allah's command, but do what they 
are told. 

7. [Then it will be said]: "0 you who disbelieve! Make 
no excuses for yourselves this day. You will only be 
rewarded according .to your deeds." 
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8. believers! Turn to Allah in true repentance. Your 
Lord may forgive you your sins and admit you to gar- 
dens watered by running streams, on a day when the 
Prophet and those who believe with him will suffer no 
disgrace at the hands of Allah. Their light will shine in 
front of them and on their right, and they will say: 
"Our Lord, complete our light for us and forgive us. 
You have power over all things." 

9. Prophet! Make war on the disbelievers and the 
hypocrites, and deal sternly with them. Hell will be 
their home, evil their end. 

10. Allah has given as an example of the disbelievers 
the wife of Noah and the wife of Lot. They were mar- 
ried to two of Our virtuous servants, but they betrayed 
them, so that their husbands availed them nothing 
against Allah, and it was said [to them]: "Enter the 
Fire along with those whoenter." 802 



•A\ 

$ 
% 
$ 
$ 
$ 
® 

® 

$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
1 



•A\ XA> XA\ /AV >A\ /AV /AX >A> /A\ ^S >SSS 4*S "2S> ^ ^ ^ -^ ' 
~37s w> v5> w> v?> w -w w> v*> -vw xw vw v/y v^ w^ w wx / 






*y 






^">*f /•' /S > 'ft -"£ '> *"' 9> /Y' 



xan /A\ /A\ /A\ /A\ /A\ xax xa.x xa.\ /A\ XA\ xav /a\ /a \- xxw x av XAV XA<» ^ 

_ — r _ . ^^ ^^ ^^ ~^ ^> y^r 



\vx vmv xvx xvx syy wx wx vv/ w/ \v/ wx v2x w/ w/ " 



11. And of the believers Allah has given as example 
Pharaoh's wife, who said: "My Lord! Build for me a 
home with You in the Garden, and deliver me from 
Pharaoh and his misdeeds. Deliver me from the unjust 
people!" 

12. And Mary, Tmran's daughter, who preserved her 
chastity and into whose womb We breathed of Our 
spirit; who believed in the words of her Lord and His 
Books, and was truly devout. 



802 The betrayal in question was one of disbelief in their hus- 
bands' message, not one of failing in their marital duties. 
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SURAH 67 

AL-MULK 

Reuealed atMakkah 

SOVEREIGNTY 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. Blessed is He in whose Hand is Sovereignty, and He 
is Able to do all things. 



2. Who has created life and death that He may try you, 
which of you is best in conduct; and He is the August, 
the Forgiving. 803 

3. Who has created seven heavens in tiers.. You cannot 
see any fault in the All-MercifuPs creation; look again. 
Can you see any rift? 

4. Then look again, and yet again, your sight will 
return to you, vanquished and weak. 

5. We have beautified the lowest heaven with lamps, 
and We have made them to be thrown at the devils, for 
whom We have prepared the torment of the blaze. 

6. And for those who disbelieve in their Lord is the 
torment of hell, an evil end. . 

7. When they are cast into it they hear its roaring as it 
boils up. • ■ ' 

8. As though it would burst with rage. Whenever a 
fresh host is cast into it, its keepers ask them: "Did 
not a warner come to you?" 

9. They will say: "Yes, a warner came to us; but we 
denied and said: 'Allah has sent down nothing; you 
are in great error.'". 

10. And they will, say: "If only we had listened or 
understood, we would not now be among the people 
of the Blaze." 

11. So they acknowledged their sin; but far from 
Allah's mercy are the. people of the Blaze. 

12. But those who fear, their Lord, although they can- 
not see Him, theirs is forgiveness and a great reward. 



803 Life is not meaningless existence, nor death the end of every- 
thing. Whatever is done in this life must have repercussions in the 
next. 
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13. Speak in secret or aloud, He knows what is in the 
breasts. . 

14. Should He not know what He created? And He is 
the Subtle, the Aware. 

15. He it is who has made the earth subservient to you, 
so walk in the paths of it and eat of His provision. And 
to Him will be the resurrection. 

16. Are you confident that He Who is in heaven will 
not cause the- earth to sink beneath you and then to 
quake? . 

17. Or are you confident that He Who is in the heaven 
will not loose against you a sandy whirlwind? You will 
come to know how [terrible] was My warning. 

18. Those before them denied; how was my retalia- 
tion? 

19. Have they not seen the birds above them spreading 
out their wings and closing them? None save the All- 
Merciful sustains them. He Sees all things. 

20. Who is it that will defend you, if not the All-Merci- 
ful? Truly, the disbelievers are in illusion. 

21. Or who will provide for you if He withholds His 
sustenance? Yet they persist in arrogance and aversion. 

22. Who is more rightly guided, he that goes groveling 
on his face, or he that walks upright upon a straight 
path? 
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23. Say: "He it is who gave you being, and gave you 
hearing, eyesight, and hearts; little do you thank." 

24. Say: "It was He who multiplied you on the earth, 
and to Him you will be returned." 

25. They say: "When will this promise be fulfilled, if 
what you say be true?" 

26. Say: "Allah alone has knowledge of that. lam but a 
clear warner." 
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27. But when they see it near, the faces of the disbe- 
lievers will turn black with gloom and it will be said: 
"This is what you have been calling for!" 

28. Say [0 Muhammad]: "Have you thought whether 
Allah destroys me and those with me or has mercy 
upon us, who will protect the disbelievers from a 
painful torment?" 

29. Say: "He is the All-Merciful In Him we believe and 
in Him we put our trust. You will know who is in man- 
ifest error." 



30. Say: "Think, if your water were to sink down into 
the earth, who would give you gushing water in its 
place?" 



SURAH 68 

AL-QALAM 
Reuealed atMakkah 

THE PEN 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Nun. By the Pen and what they write. 

2. By the grace of your Lord, you are not a madman. 

3. And you shall have a reward that is unlimited. 

4. Yours is indeed a tremendous character. 

5. And you will see and they will see. 

6. Which'of you is afflicted. [with madness]. 

7. Your Lord best knows who strays from His path, 
and who is rightly guided. 

8. Therefore, obey not the deniers. 

9. They wish that you would compromise, so that they 
may compromise. " 

10. Nor obey every mean swearer, 

11. Backbiter, spreader of slanders, 

12. Hinderer of good, transgressor, malefactor. 

13. Violent, ignoble. 

14. Because he possesses wealth and sons. 

15. That when Our signs are recited to him, he says: 
"Legends of the men of old." 
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16. We shall brand him on the nose! 

17. We have tried them as We tried the owners of the 
garden who had sworn that they would pluck its fruit 
next morning. 

18. Without any reservations [such as: Allah willing!]. 

19. Then a visitation came down upon it while they 
slept. 

20. And in the morning it was as black as midnight. 

21. At daybreak they called out to one another. 

22. Saying: "Hurry to your plantation, if you would 
pick its fruit." 

23. So they went off, whispering to one another: 

24. "No needy man will enter it today upon you." 

25. Thus they went out, fixed in their resolve. 

26. But when they saw it, they said:. "We have been in 
error. 

27. "We are ruined." 

28. The best among them said: "Did I. not bid you to 
glorify Allah?" 

29. They said: "Transcendent is our Lord, we have 
been unjust!" 

30. Then they drew nearer to each other, reproachful. 

31. They saidr "Woe to us! We were transgressors! 

32. "It may be that our Lord will give us a better one. 
To our Lord we turn!" 

33. Such was the punishment. And the punishment of 
the Hereafter is greater, if they but knew. 

34. For the God-fearing are gardens of delight with 
their Lord. 

35. Are We to make the Muslims equal to the crimi- 
nals? 

36. What is the matter with you? How do you judge! 
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37. Or have you a Book through which you learn, 

38. That you will have through it whatever you choose? 

39. Or have you Our oath, binding till the Day of Aris- 
ing that you will have whatever you demand? 

40. Ask them [0 Muhammad] which of them will 
vouch for that! 

41. Or have they other gods? Then let them bring their 
other gods, if they are truthful. 

42. On the day of excessive hardship and they are bid- 
den to prostrate themselves, but are unable to. 
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43. Their eyes will be cast down, they shall suffer 
humiliation. For they had been summoned to pros- 
trate themselves while they were whole. 

44. Therefore leave to Me those that deny this dis- 
course. We shall lead them on from whence they do 

not know. 

45. 1 shall respite them, My guile is irresistible indeed! 

46. Or do you [Muhammad] ask a fee from them so 
that they are heavily taxed? 



47. Or that the Unseen is in their hands, so that they 
can write it down? 

48. So wait with patience for the judgement of your 
Lord and do not be like he of the fish [Jonah], who 
cried out in despair. 

49. Had his Lord not bestowed on him His grace, he 
would have been cast into the wilderness, blamewor- 
thy. 

50. But his Lord chose him and placed him among the 
virtuous. 

51. And the disbelievers nearly strike you down with 
their eyes when they hear the Reminder, and they say: 
"He is indeed a madman!" . 

52. But it is only a Reminder to the worlds. 

SURAH 69 

AL-HAQQAH 

■ - Repealed at Mqkkah' 

THE INDUBITABLE 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciflil, the Compassionate. 

1. The Indubitable! 

2. What is the Indubitable? 

3. And how will you know what the Indubitable is? 

4. Thamud and c Ad disbelieved in the Calamity. 

5. As for Thamud, they were destroyed by the Cry. 

6. And as for c Ad, they were destroyed by a fierce roar- 
ing wind, 

7. Which He loosed on them for seven nights and 
eight days continuously, so that you might have seen 
men lying overthrown, as they were hollow trunks of 
palm trees. 

8. Can you see any remnant of them? 
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9. Pharaoh, and those before him, and the Perverse 
Cities, also committed sin. 

10. And disobeyed their Lord's messenger. He seized 
them with a powerful grip. 

11. When the Flood rose high We carried you upon the 
ship. 

12. That We might make it a reminder for you, and 
that remembering ears might remember. 

13. Then when the Horn is blown once, 

14. And the earth with the mountains be lifted up and 
crushed with one crush, 

15.. Then, on that day, will the Event befall. 

16. And the heaven will split asunder, for that day it 
will be frail. 

17. And the angels will be on all its sides. On that day, 
eight [of them] will carry the Throne of your Lord 
above them. 

18. On that day you will be exposed; not a secret of you 
will be hidden. 

19. Then, as for him who is given his record in his 
right hand, he will say: "Take, read my book! 

20. "I knew that I should have to meet my reckoning;" 

21. Then he will be in a contented state, 

22. In a high Garden. 

23. With fruits wi±in reach. 

24. "Eat and drink to your heart's content because of 
what you did in days gone by." 

25. But as for him who is given his record in his left 
hand, he will say: "Would that I had not been given my 
book. 

26. "Would that I knew nothing of my reckoning! 
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27. "Would that it [death] had been the end! 

28. "My wealth has availed me nothing, 

29. "My power has gone from me!" 

30. Seize him and bind him, 

31. And then expose him to hell-fire, 

32. Then fasten him with a chain seventy cubits long! 

33. For he did not believe in Allah the Formidable, 

34. Nor did he urge the feeding of the poor. 
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35 . Therefore, he has no friend here this day. 

36. Nor any food except filth. 

37. Which only sinners eat! 

38. So I swear by all that you can see, 

39. And all that you cannot see, 

40. That it is indeed the word of a noble messenger. 

41. It is no poet's word. Little do you believe! 

42. Nor the word of the soothsayer. Little do you 
remember! 



43. It Is a sending-down from the Lord of the Worlds. 

44. And if he had invented false sayings concerning Us, 

45. We would have taken him by the right hand, 

46. And then severed his life-artery, 

47. And none of you could have held Us off from him. 

48. It is a Reminder to the God-fearing. 

49. We know that there are some among you who will 
deny it. 

50. It is indeed remorse for the disbelievers. 

51. It is the truth of certainty. 

52. So, glorify the name of your Lord, the Formidable! 

SURAH 70 

AL-MA C ARIJ. 

Reuealed at Makkah 
THE STAIRWAY'S. 
In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. A questioner questioned concerning the torment 
about to fall. 

2. Upon the disbelievers, which none can repel, 

3. From Allah, Lord of the Stairways. 

4. [Whereby] the angels and the Spirit ascend to Him 
in one day, the measure of which is fifty thousand 

• years. 

5. So be patient, graciously. 

6. They think [the Day of Judgement] is far off; 

7. While We see it near. 

8. On that day the sky will become as molten copper, 

9. And the mountains become as wool tufts, 

10. And no close friend will ask anything of his friend 



569 



AL-MA c ARIJ-70 &$£§$& 



mmm 



& 



ii. Though they will be given sight of them. Each 
criminal will ransom himself with his children, 

12. And his spouse and his brother, 

13. And his kin that harbored him, 

14. And all that are in the earth, if this might save him. 

15. No! It is an intense fire, 

16. Eager to roast; 

17. And it will call him who turned his back and 
walked away. 

18. And amassed riches and covetously hoarded them. 
•19. Man was created anxious, 

20. When evil befalls him he worries; 

21. But when good comes to him he is grudging. 

22. Not so those who pray, 

23. Who are steadfast in prayer; 

24. And in whose wealth there is a right acknowl- 
edged, 

25. For the beggar and the destitute; 

26. Who believe in the Day of Judgement, 

27. Who are fearful of their Lord's torment. 

28. For none is secure from the torment of their Lord; 

29. Who guard their private parts, 

30. Save for their wives and what their right hand 
owns, in this they are not to be blamed. 

31. Those who seek beyond this are transgressors; 

32. And those who keep trusts and their pledges, 

33. Are upright in their testimony, 
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34. Who are attentive to their prayers, .. 

35. These will dwell in Gardens, honored. 

36. Now what is the matter with the disbelievers, that 
they stretch their necks toward you [0 Muhammad], 

37. On the right and on the left, in groups? 

38. Does every one of them seek to enter the Garden of 

Delight? 80 * 

39. By no means. For We have created them out of the 
[base matter] they know. 



804 The polytheists used to listen to the Prophet along with the 
believers. They would say to themselves that if those who believed 
in the Last Messenger's message, Islam, entered Paradise, they 
would certainly have more right to it. 
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40. I swear by the Lord of the rising-places and the 
setting-places [of the sun] that We are Able, 

41. To replace them by [others] better than them. And . 
We are not to be outrun. 

42. So leave them to prattle and play until they face the 
day which they are promised; 

43. The day when they come forth from the graves in 
haste, as racing to a goal. 

44. With downcast eyes, and suffering humiliation. 
This is the day which they had been promised. 



SURAH 71 

NUH 

Reveakd atMakkah 

NOAH 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. We sent Noah to his people, saying: "Warn your 
people before a painful torment comes to them!" 

2. He said: "0 my people! I am a clear warner to you. 

3, "Worship Allah and fear Him, and obey me. 

4, "That He may foxgive you of your sins and respite 
you to an- appointed term. When the term of Allah 
arrives, none shall put it back. If but they knew." 

5-. He said: "My Lord! Day and night I have called my 
people. 

6. "But my call has only added to their aversion. 

7. "Each time I call on them that you may forgive 
them, they thrust their fingers in their ears and cover 
them with their garments, persisting [in their refusal] 
and being extremely arrogant. 

8. "Further, I have spoken to them openly. 

9. "Then I have spoken to them in public and in pri- 
vate. 

10. "Saying: 'Ask forgiveness from your Lord for He is 
Ever-Forgiving.'" 
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ii. He will send rain to you in abundance, 

12. And will help you with wealth and sons, and will 
give you Gardens and give you rivers. 

13. Why do you not seek to see Allah's dignity? 

14. Seeing that it is He that has created you in stages? 

15. Can you not see how Allah has created the seven 
heavens in tiers, 

16. Placing in them the moon as a light and the sun as 
a lamp? 

17. Allah has brought you forth from the earth like a 
plant. 

18. And to the earth He will restore you. Then He will 
bring you back forth again. 

19. And Allah has made the earth a vast expanse for 
you, 

20. So that you may walk in its spacious paths! 

21. Noah said: "My Lord, my people have disobeyed 
me and followed those whose wealth and children 
have only increased them in perdition. 

22. "And they devised a great plot, 

23. "And said [to each other]: 'Do not renounce your 
gods. Do not renounce Wadd or Suwa c or Yaghuth or 
Ya c uqorNasr.'" 8 °5 

24. They have already misled many; therefore, drive 
the unjust only farther astray! 

25. And because of their sins they were overwhelmed 
by the Flood and admitted into a Fire. They found 
none to help them besides Allah. 
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26. And Noah said: "My Lord! Do not -leave a single 
disbeliever in the land. 

27. "If you spare them they will mislead Your servants 
and beget none but immoral disbelievers. 

28. "My Lord! Forgive me, my parents and he who 
enters my house as a believer. Forgive all the believers, 
men and women, and do not increase the unjust save 
in ruin." 



These were the most important idols of the time. 
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SURAH 72 

AL^JINN 
Revealed at Makkah 



THE JINN 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. Say: It has been revealed to me that a company of 
jinn gave ear, and they said: We have heard a wonder- 
ful Qur'an, 



2. Which guides to rectitude, so we believe in it and we 

shall not join [in worship] any [gods] with our Lord. 

3. And [we believe] that He — exalted be the glory of 

our Lord! — has taken neither wife nor son. 

4. And that the foolish among us used to utter outra- 
geous lies against Allah; 

5. And, we had supposed that mankind and jinn 
would not lie concerning Allah. 

6. And there were men among mankind who took 
refuge with men of the jinn, but they increased them 
in affliction. 

y. And they thought, even as you thought, that Allah 
would not raise anyone [from the dead]. 

8. We have stretched to heaven but found it filled with 
stern guards and meteors. 

9. We used to sit there in [hidden] stations, to listen; 
but anyone who listens now will find a meteor in wait 

for him. 

10. And we don't know whether ill is intended to those 

on earth, or whether their Lord intends guidance for 

them. 

11. And among us some are virtuous and some far 
from that. We are sects having different rales. 

12. And we know that we cannot escape from Allah in 
the earth, nor can we escape by flight. 

13. And when we heard the guidance, we believed in it; 
he that believes in his Lord shall fear neither wrong 
nor harm. 
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14. Among us there are some who are Muslims and 
some who are deviant. Those who surrender to Allah, 
such have taken the right path. 

15. But those who are deviant, they will become the 
firewood of hell. 

16. If they had followed the path with rectitude, We 
would have given them abundant water. 

17. And thereby put them to the test. But if any turns 
away from the remembrance of his Lord, He will 
thrust him into ever-growing torment. 

18. And the places of worship are only for Allah, so do 
not call upon anyone with Allah. 

19. And when the slave of Allah [the Prophet] stood up 
calling upon Him, they crowded on him, almost sti- 
fling. 

20. Say [to them, O Muhammad]: "I will pray to my 
Lord and associate none with Him." 

21. Say: "It is not in my power to cause you harm or to 
bring you to rectitude." 

22. Say: "Noone can protect me from Allah [If I were 
to disobey Him], nor can I find refuge except in Him. 

23. "[Mine is] but transmission from Allah, and His 
messages. Those that disobey Allah and His Messen- 
ger, for them the fire of hell, abiding there forever." 

24. Until, when they behold that with which they are 
threatened they will know which side has the weaker 
protector and which is fewer in numbers. 

25. Say: "I know not whether that which you are 
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promised is imminent, or whether my Lord will 
appoint for it a distant term." 

26. He knows the unseen, and does not reveal it to 
anyone. 

27. Except to every messenger whom He has chosen, 
and then He sends down guardians who walk before 
and behind him. 

28. That He may know that they have indeed conveyed 
the message of their Lord. He surrounds all their 
doings, and He keeps count of all things. 
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SURAH 73 

AL-MUZZAMMIL 
Reuealed at Makkah 

THE ENWRAPPED 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. Enwrapped One! 

2. Keep vigil the night long, except a little, 

3. Half of it, or a little less, 



4. Or a little more, and recite the Qur'an distinctly. 

5. We shall cast upon you a weighty discourse. 

6. The beginning of the night is heavier in influence, 
more upright in speech. 

7. You have by day many preoccupations. 

8. Remember the name of your Lord and devote your- 
self to Him humbly. 

9. Lord of the East and the West; there is no god but 
Him. So take Him for your Guardian. 

10. And bear with patience what they [the disbelievers] 
say, and forsake them graciously. 

11. Leave Me [to deal] with the deniers who have the 
blessings [of this life] ; and bear with them yet a little 
while. 

12. We have [in store for them] fetters and a furnace. 

13. Choking food and a painful torment. 

14. On the day when the earth shakes and the moun- 
tains, and the mountains crumble into heaps of sand. 

15. We have sent to you a messenger as witness 
against you, even as We sent to Pharaoh a messenger. 

16. But Pharaoh disobeyed the messenger, so We 
seized him with a dreadful punishment 

17. Then how, if you disbelieve, will you protect your- 
selves on a day which will turn children gray. 

18. The very sky being then rent asunder. His promise 
is to be fulfilled. 

19. This is a Reminder. Let him who will take a way to 
his Lord. 
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20. Your Lord knows that you [Muhammad] some- 
times keep vigil nearly two thirds of the night and 
sometimes half or one-third of it, and so does a party 
of those with you. Allah measures the night and the 
day. He knows that you cannot keep it all, so He 
relented toward you. Recite from the Qur'an as much 
as is easy [for you] ; He knows that among you there 
are sick people and others travelling the land in quest 
of Allah's favor; and yet others fighting for His cause. 
So recite from it as much as is easy [for you]. Perform 
your prayers, pay the zakdt, and give Allah a generous 
loan. Whatever good you send ahead for yourselves 
you will find it with Allah, better and much greater in 
reward. And ask Allah to forgive you; Allah is Forgiv- 
ing, Compassionate. 

SURAH 74 

AL-MUDDATHTHIR 
Revealed at Makkah 

COVERED 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate, 
i. O Covered One! 

2. Arise and warn! 

3. Magnify your Lord! 

4. Cleanse your garments, 

5. And keep away from all pollution. 

6. Do not give to receive more. 

7. Be patient for the sake of your Lord! 

8. For when the trumpet sounds, 

9. Surely that day will be a day of distress, 
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10. Far from easy for the disbelievers. 

n. Leave Me [to deal] with him whom I created lonely, 

12. And then bestowed on him ample means, 

13. And sons abiding in his presence 

14. And made things smooth for him. 

15. Yet he is greedy that I should increase. 

16. No! For to Our signs he has been stubborn! 

17. On him I shall impose a fearful doom. 
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18. For he thought and plotted! 

19. May he perish! How he plotted! 

20. Again, woe to him; How he plotted! 

21. Then he looked round; 

22. Then he frowned and showed displeasure. 

23. Then he turned away in pride. 

24. Then he said; "This is but the magic of old. 

25. "This is nothing but the word of a human being!" 

26. Soon I shall cast him into saqarl 

27. And how will you know what is saqat? 



28. It leaves nothing, it spares noone; 

29. It burns the skins of men 

30. It is guarded by nineteen [keepers]. 

31. We have appointed none but angels to guard the 
Fire 5 and made their number a subject for dispute 
among the disbelievers, so that those to whom the 
Book was given may have certainty, and the believers 
increase in faith; that those to whom the Book was 
given, and the believers, may have no doubts; and that 
those in whose hearts there is disease, together with 
the disbelievers, may say: "What does Allah mean by 
this?" Thus Allah leads astray whom He will and . 
guides whom He will. None- knows the warriors of 
your Lord but Him. This is nothing but a reminder to 
mankind. 

32. No! By the moon! ' 

33. And by the receding night! 

34. And the forthcoming dawn! 

35. This is one of the greatest things 

36. As a warning to mankind 

37. To those of you who choose to go forward or 
remain behind. 

38. Each soul is held in pledge for what it earns 

39. Except the companions of the right hand; 

40. [They will be] in Gardens; asking one another, 

41. About the criminals. 

42. "What led you into saqar?" 

43. They will say: "We were not of those who prayed 

44. "Nor were we of those who fed the poor, 

45. "But we used to talk vanities with vain talkers, 

46. "And we used to deny the Day of Requital, 

47. "Till certainty [death] overtook us." 
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48. No intercessor's plea will avail them. 

49. Why do they turn away from reminding? 

50. As if they were frightened asses. 

51. Fleeing from a lion! 

52. Indeed, each one of them desires a scripture [of 
his own] to be unrolled [before him]. 

53. No! But they have no fear of the Hereafter. 

54. No, this is a reminder. 

55. Let him who will, take heed! 

56. But none takes heed except by the will of Allah. He 
is worthy to be feared and He is worthy to forgive. 

' SURAH 75 

AL-QIYAMAH 

Reuealed atMakkah 

THE RESURRECTION 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.- 
1. 1 shall swear by the Day of Arising! 

2. And I shall swear by the reproaching soul. 

3. Does man think that we shall never put his bones 
together again? 

4. Indeed, We can remold the very tips of his fingers. 

5. Yet man wishes to continue in immortality. 

6. He asks: "When will be this Day of Arising?" 

7. Then, when the sight is confounded, 

8. And the moon is eclipsed, 

9. And the sun and moon are gathered together. 

10. That day man will say; "Where can we flee?" 

11. No! No place to flee! 

12. To your Lord, that day, everything shall come to 
rest. 
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13. On that day man will be informed of all that he has 
sent before and left behind. 

14. Man will bear witness against himself. 

15. Even though he may offer excuses. 

16. Do not move your tongue [with the revelation] to 
hasten it. 

17. Ours it is to gather it and recite it. 

18. But when We have recited it, follow its recital. 

19. Then Ours it is to make it clear. 
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20. No, but you love this fleeting life. 
2i. And you disregard the hereafter. 

22. On that day some faces will be radiant, 

23. Looking at their Lord. 

24. Other faces on that day will be mournful, 

25. Expecting that a great calamity will be inflicted on 
them. 

26. No! When it [the soul] shall reach the collar 
bones, 

27. And it shall be said: "Is there anyone to treat?" 



28. And he shall know that he is departing 

29. And leg is intertwined with leg, 

30. To your Lord that day will they be driven. 

31. He neither believed nor prayed, 

32. But denied and turned away! 

33. Then he went to his family with glee. 

34. Perish will you and perish! 

35. Then perish will you and perish! 

36. Does man think that he will be left without reck- 
oning? 

37. Was he not a drop of fluid emitted? 

38. Then he became a clinging clot; then [Allah] 
shaped and fashioned [him], 

.39. And made of him a pair, the male and female. 

40. Is He then not able to raise the dead to life? 

SURAH 76 

AL-INSAN 

Reuealed at Makkah 

MAN 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Has there come oyer man a time when he was noth- 
ing remembered? 

2. We have created man from sperm mixed to try him. 
So We have made him hearing, seeing. 

3. We have shown him the path, how to be thankful or 
a denier. 

4. We have prepared for disbelievers chains and fet- 
ters, and a blazing Fire. 

5. But the righteous will drink of a cup tempered with 
Camphor. 
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6. A fountain where the slaves of Allah drink, making 
it gush forth abundantly. 

7. They fulfilled the vow and feared a day whose evil 
will be widespread. 

8. And they fed, for the love of Allah, the indigent, the 
orphan, and the captive. 

9. Saying, "We feed you for the sake of Allah. No 
reward do we desire from you, nor thanks." 

10. We fear a day from our Lord, sinister, hard. 

11. Therefore, Allah has protected them from the evil 
of that day, and has made them find brightness and 

joy. 

12. And has rewarded them for their patience, a Gar- 
den and [garments of] silk. 

13. Reclining in the [Garden] on raised couches, they 
will see there neither the sun's excessive heat nor the 
biting cold. ■ . 

14. Its shades will be close to them and its fruits near- 
by, easy to pluck. 

15. They will be served with silver dishes, and goblets 
of crystal, 

16. Crystal, but made of silver, which they themselves 
will measure, 

17. And they will be given to drink from cups mixed 
with ginger, 

18. From a fount there called salsabll. 

19. They will be attended by youths never aging, who, 
when you see them, you will think them scattered 
pearls. 

20. When you gaze upon that scene you will see bless- 
ings and a great kingdom. 

21. Their raiment will be fine green silk and brocade. 
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And they will be adorned with bracelets of silver. And 
their Lord will give them a pure beverage to drink. 

22. "This is your Reward, and your endeavor is 
thanked." 

23. We have sent down to you the Qur'an by stages. 

24. Therefore submit patiently to your Lord's com- 
mand, and do not obey of them any sinner or 
disbeliever. 

25. And remember the Name of your Lord morning 
and evening. 
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26. And prostrate to Him [a portion] of the night And 
glorify Him through the long night. 

27. As to these, they love this life, and put away behind 
them [the remembrance of] a weighty day. 

28. We created them and strengthened them. And 
when We will, We can substitute them completely. 

29. This is a reminder. He who will, let him take a 
path to his Lord. 

30. But you cannot will unless Allah wills; Allah is 
Knowing, Wise. 



31. He will admit to His mercy whom He will, but for 
the unjust He has prepared a painful torment. 

SURAH 77 

AL~MURSALAT 

Repealed atMaldcah 

This surah akes its name from the word al-Mursaldt which occurs in 
the first verse. Verses 1, 2 and 3 are interpreted as referring to 
winds; verses 4 and 5 to angels. 

THE EMISSARIES 

In the name of. Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. By the winds sent forth in succession. 

2. Then those raging tempestuously, , 

3. And the Dispersers dispersing, 

4. Then the Separators, separating, 

5. Then those who bring down the Reminder, 

6. To excuse or to warn. 

' 7. What you are promised is sure to occur. 

8. So that when the stars become dim, 

9. And when the sky is cleft asunder, 

10. And when the mountains are blown away, 

11. And when Allah's messengers are brought together 
on the appointed day; 

12. For what day is the time appointed? 

13. For the Day of Decision! 

14. And how will you know what the Day of Decision is? 

15. Woe that day to the deniers! 

16. Did We not destroy those before them? 

17. And cause others to follow them? 

18. Thus We deal with the criminals. 

19. Woe that day to the deniers! 
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20. Haven't We created you from mean water, 

21. Which We kept in a safe receptacle, 

22. For an appointed time? 

23. We have decided. How excellent is Our decision! 

24. Woe that day to the deniers! 

25. Have We not made the earth a receptacle. 

26. Both for the living and the dead, 

27. And placed upon it towering mountains and given 
you sweet water for your drink? 

28. Woe that day to the deniers! 

29. [It will be said to them:] "Be gone to that, [tor- 
ment] which you used to deny!" 

30. Depart into shadow that will divide into three, 

31. Giving neither shade nor shelter from the flames, 
3.2. And throwing up sparks like castles, . 

33. As though it were yellow camels! 

34. Woe that day to the deniers! 

35. On that day they will not be able to speak, 

36. Nor will they be permitted to apologize. 

37. Woe that day to the deniers! 

38. This is the Day of Decision. We have brought you 
and the men of old together. 

39. Now, if you have any wit, outwit Me. 

40. Woe that day to the deniers! 

41. The God-fearing will dwell amidst shades and 
fountains, 

42. And such fruits as they desire. 

43. "Eat and drink contentedly for what you used to 
do!" 















44. Thus do We reward those who excelled. 

45. Woe that day to the disbelievers! 

46. Eat and enjoy yourselves awhile. You are criminals. 

47. Woe that day to the deniers! 

48. When they are bidden to kneel down, they do not 
kneel. 

49. Woe that day to the deniers! 

50. In what discourse, after this one, will they believe? 
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SURAH 78 

AN-NABA' 

Reuealed at Makkah 
THE TIDING 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 
i. What do they question one another about? 

2. About the awesome tiding, 

3. Concerning which they disagree. 

4. But they will come to know! 



5. But they will come to know! 

6. Have We not made the earth as a wide expanse, 

7. And the mountains as pegs? 

8. And created you in pairs. 

9. And made your sleep for repose, 

10. And made the night as a cloak, 

11. And made the day for livelihood, 

12. And built above you seven strong [heavens], 

13. And have made a lamp ablaze, 

14. And sent down from the rainy clouds abundant 
water, 

15. So that We may bring forth grain and plants, 

16. And gardens thick with foliage. 

17. Indeed, the Day of Decision is an appointed time. 

18. The day when the Horn is blown, and you come In 
gro.ups. ; . . - 

19. And the heaven is opened and becomes as gates, 

20. And the mountains are set in motion and become 
as a mirage, 

21. Then Hell will He in wait, 

22. A place of return for the transgressors. 

23. Where they will remain in it for ages. 

24. Where they will taste neither coolness nor any 
drink, 

25. Except boiling water and intense cold; 

26. A suitable reward! 

27. They did not expect reckoning, 

28. And strongly denied our signs. 

29. But We have recorded all their doings in a Book. 

30. Taste, therefore, for We shall not Increase you save 

in torment! • • . . ■ 
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31. As for the God-fearing, there will be a triumph. 

32. Gardens and vineyards. 

33. Youthful maidens of equal age with firm breasts, 

34. And a cup overflowing. 

35. There they will hear neither vain talk nor false- 
hood. 

36. A reward from your Lord; a gift in payment, 

37. Lord of the heavens and the earth and all that lies 
between them, the All-Merciful; with him noone can 
speak, 

38. On that day, when the Spirit and the angels stand 
up in rank, they will not speak; except he who will 
receive the sanction of the all-Merciful and say what is 
right/ 

39. That day is true. Let him who will, seek to return to 
his Lord. 

40. We warn you of a torment at hand. On that day 
every man will look on his works, and the disbeliever 
will say: "Would that I were dust!" 

SURAH 79 

AN-NAZI C AT 
Revealed at Makkah 

THE WREN C HERS 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. By those who wrench violently! 

2. And those who gently draw out [the souls of the 
blessed], 

3. By those that swim smoothly! 

4. By those that hasten forward! 

5. And by those that govern the event, 

6. On the day when the first blast sounds, 
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7. Followed by the second, 

8. On that day hearts will be throbbing. 

9. While eyes are downcast, 

10. They will say: "Shall we really be restored back to 
life in the grave, 

11. "Even after we have become crumbled bones?" 

12. They say: "Then that would be a losing return!" 

13. It will be a single cry, 

14. And they will all be awakened. 

15. Has the story of Moses reached you? 
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16. How his Lord called him in the sacred valley of 
THim, 

17. [Saying]: "Go to Pharaoh, he has transgressed! 

18. "And say: 'Have you the desire to purify yourself, 

19. "And that I guide you to your Lord and that you 
will fear Him?" 

20. And he showed him the great sign. 

21. But he denied and disobeyed, 

22. Then he turned away in haste, 



23. And gathering his people, he cried out, 

24. Saying: "I am your supreme Lord" 

25. But Allah seized him with the punishment of both 
the next world and this. 

26. In this there is a lesson for he who fears. 

27. Are you harder to create or the heaven which He 
has built? 

28. He raised it high and fashioned it. 

29. He made dark its night and brought out its light. 

30. And after that He spread the earth, 

31. And then drew from it water and pastures. 

32. Then. the mountains He fixed; 

33 . An enjoyment for you and for your cattle. 

34. But when the great disaster comes, 

35. The day when 'man will remember what, he strove 
to achieve, 

36. And Hell is brought in sight for all, 

37. As for those who transgressed, 

38. And preferred the life of this world, 

39. Hell is the abode. 

40. But those who feared the standing before their 
Lord and curbed their souls' passions, 

41. The Garden is the abode. 

.42. They question you [Muhammad] about the Hour: 
"When will it be?" 

43. But how are you to know? 

44. Your Lord knows when it will come. 

45. You are but a warner for those who fear it. 

46. The Day they see it [it will be] as if they had 
remained only a single evening or the morning of the 
following day. 
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SURAH 80 



C ABASA 

Reuealed at Ma Idea h 
HE FROWNED 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 
i. He frowned and turned away 

2. Because the blind man approached him. 

3. How can you know? Perhaps he might purify him- 
self, 

4. Or the Reminder. 

5. As for him who feels he needs nothing. 

6. To him you attend. 

7.. You are not to blame if he does not purify himself. 
.8. But as for him who hastens to you, 

9. And is in fear [of Allah], 

10. You attend not to him. 
n. No! This is a Reminder! 

12. So let he who will remember it, 

13. [It is set down] on honorable pages, 

14. Exalted and purified, 

15. [Borne] by the hands of emissaries [angels], 

16. Noble and righteous. 

17. Perish man! How ungrateful he is! 

18. From what stuff did He create him? 

19. From a drop of seed. He created and proportioned 
him. 

20. Then made the way easy for him. 

21. Then caused him to die, and buried him. 

22. Then, when He pleases, He will bring him back to 
life. 

23. Yet he declines to do His bidding. 

24. Then let man reflect on the food he eats: 

25. How We pour water in showers, 

26. Then split the earth in clefts, 

27. And cause the grain to grow on it, 

28. And grapes, and fresh herbage, 

29. And olive trees and palm trees, 

30. And dense gardens, 
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31. And fruits and pasture, 

32. Provision for you and your cattle. 

33. But when the Shout comes, 

34. On the day when a man flees from his brother. 

35. His mother and his father, 

36. And his wife and his children; 

37. For each one of them will on that day have enough 
concern of his own. 

38. On that day, there will be faces radiant, 

39. Smiling, rejoicing at good news; 

40. And there shall be other faces, on that day, with 
dust upon them. 

41. Veiled in darkness, 

42. These are the disbelievers, the wicked. 
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SURAH 81 

AT-TAKWIR 

Reuealed at Makkah 

THE DARKENING 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. When the sun is darkened, 

2. And when the stars fall, 

3. And when the mountains are moved; 

4. And when the ten-month pregnant camels are aban- 
doned; 



5. And when the wild beasts are herded together; 

6. And when the seas are set boiling, 

7. And when souls are reunited, 

8. And when the girl-child that was buried alive is 
asked: 

9. "For what sin she was slain?" 

10. And when the records of men's deeds are laid 
open; 

11. And when the sky is torn away; 

12. And when the hell is set blazing; 

13. And when the Garden is brought near; 

14. Then- every soul will know what it has brought. 
15. 1 swear by. the [planets that] hide, 

16. That .-sun across [the sky]; 

17. And by the night as it falls, 

. 18. And by the morning as it breathes: 
19; This is the word of a noble messenger [Gabriel]. 

20. Mighty, established in the presence of the Lord of 
the Throne. 

21. Obeyed, trustworthy; 

22. Your companion is no madman. 

23. He saw him [Gabriel] on the clear horizon. 

24. He does not withhold the unseen; 

25. Nor is this [the Qur'an] the utterance of a repudi- 
ate devil 

26. Where then are you going? 

27. This [the Qur ? an] is but a reminder to the worlds, 

28. To those among you who wish for rectitude. 

29. And you cannot will, unless Allah wills, who is 
Lord of the Worlds. 
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SURAH 82 

AL-INFITAR 

Reuealed at Makkah 
THE CLEAVING 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate, 
i. When the sky is cleft asunder, 

2. And when the planets are dispersed, 

3. And when the oceans burst forth, 

4. And when the graves are overturned, 

5. Each soul will know what it has sent forward and 
what it has left behind. 

6. man! What has deceived you as regards your gen- 
erous Lord? 

7. Who created you, then fashioned, then propor- 
tioned you? 

8. In whatever form He wished, He formed you. 

9. No , you deny the Last Judgement. 

10. Yet there are guardians watching over you, 

11. Noble recorders 

12. Who know of all that you do. 

13. The righteous will dwell in bliss. 

14. While the wicked will be in Hell. 

15. They will be exposed to it on the Day of Judgement. 

16. They will not escape it. 

17. And how will you know what the Day of Judgement 
is? 

18. Again, how will you know what the Day of Judge- 
ment is? 

19. A day on which no soul has power at all for any 
other. The matter on that day is Allah's. 

SURAH 83 

AL-MUTAFFIFIN 

Reuealed at Makkah 
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DEALERS IN FRAUD 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Woe to those that deal in fraud; 

2. Those who, when others measure for them, exact in 
full, 

3. But when they measure or weigh for others, defraud 
them! 

4. Do they not think that they will be raised to life, 

5. For a formidable day, 

6. A day when all people will stand before the Lord of 
the Worlds? 
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7. No! the book of the wicked is in Sijjln. 

8. How will you know what Sijjln is! 

9. It is a book inscribed. 

10. Woe on that day to the deniers! 

11. Those who deny the Day of Judgement, 

12. And none denies it except every transgressing sin- 
ner, 

13. When our signs are recited to him, he says: These 
are legends of the ancients/ 



14. No! Their own deeds have cast a veil over their 
hearts. 

15. No! On that day they will be veiled from their Lord; 

16. Then they will be exposed to hell 

17. Then it will be said: "This is what you had been 
denying!" 

18. But the book of the righteous will be in c llliyyun. 

19. And how will you know what c IIHyytm is? 

20. An inscribed book. 

21. Seen by the near [to Allah]. 

22. The righteous will dwell in bliss. 

23. On couches looking, 

24. In their faces you recognize the freshness of bliss. 

25. They will be given to drink of a wine, sealed, 

26. Whose seal is musk. For this let those who will 
compete. 

27. And mixed with Tasnlm. 8 ° 6 

28. A spring at which those brought near [to Allah] 
will drink. 

29. The criminals used to laugh at the believers, 

30. And wink at another as they passed by them. 

31. When they returned to their people; they spoke of 
them with jests. 

32. And when they saw them, they used to say: "These 
are indeed astray!" 

33. Yet they were not sent as keepers over them. 

34. On this day the believers will laugh at the disbe- 
lievers 



Tasmm Is a spring of the water of Paradise. 
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35. On their couches, looking, 

36. Are not the disbelievers paid for what they used to 
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SURAH 84 

AL-INSHIQAQ 

Reuealed at Makkah 
THE SUNDERING 
In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. When the sky is split asunder, 

2. And listens to its lord and obeys, 

3. And when the earth is spread out, 

4. And casts out all that is in it, and empties itself. 

5. And listens to it's lord and obeys. 

6. O man! You are indeed toiling towards your Lord 
painfully, and you will meet Him. 

7. As for he that is given his book in his right hand, 

8. He will have a lenient reckoning, 

9. And go back rejoicing to his family. 

10. But he that is given his book from behind his back, 

11. Will call down destruction on himself. 

12. And burn in the blaze; 

13. For he had been happy among his family, 

14. And thought he would never return [to Allah]. 

15. Yet his Lord was seeing him. 
16. 1 swear by the twilight, 

17. And by the night and what it envelops, 

18. And by the moon, when it becomes full! 
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19. You will journey on from state to state! 

20. Why do they not believe, 

21. And, when the Qur'an is recited to them, do they 
not prostrate? 

22. But the disbelievers deny it. 

23. Yet Allah knows best what they are hiding. 

24. So give them the good news of a painful torment! 

25. Except those who do good works; theirs will be a 
reward, unlimited. 
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SURAH 85 

AL^BURUJ 

Repealed at Makkah 
This surah includes a reference to the massacre of the Christians of 
Najran by the Jewish king Dhu Nuwas of the Yemen, who inciner- 
ated them in a trench. 

THE CONSTELLATIONS 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. By the sky with its constellations! 



2. And by the Promised Day! 

3. And by the witness and the witnessed! 

4. Perish the people of the trench! 

5. A fire blazing with fuel. 

6. When they sat over it. 

7. Watching what they were doing to the believers. 

8. And they had nothing against them save that they 
believed in Allah; the August, the Praiseworthy. 

9. Sovereign of the heavens and earth; and Allah is 
witness over all things. 

10. Those who persecuted the believing men and 
women and never repented will suffer the torment of 
Hell and the torture of burning. 

11. But those who believe and do good works, theirs 
will be gardens beneath which rivers flow. That is the 
great triumph. 

12. The punishment of your Lord is indeed severe. 

13. He it is who originates and brings back to life. 

14. He is the Forgiving, the Loving, 

15. Lord of the Throne, the Glorious, 

16. Doer of whatever He wills. 

17. Has the story of the hosts come to you, 

18. Of Pharaoh and Thamud? 

19. And yet the disbelievers persist in denying. 

20. But Allah surrounds them all. 

21. Indeed this is a glorious Qur'an, 

22. Preserved in a well-guarded Tablet 
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SURAH 86 

AT-TARIQ 

Revealed at Makkah 
This surah takes its name from the word at-Tariq which occurs in 
the first verses meaning the shining star which appears towards 
dawn. Metaphorically it means the Prophet himself, emerged from 
the darkness of the Age of Ignorance. 

THE NIGHT STAR 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. By the heaven, and by the night star! 

2. How will you know what the night star is? 

3. It is the piercing star. 

4. There is no soul that has no guardian over it. 

5. Now let man reflect from what he was created. 

6. He was created from an ejected fluid, 

7. That issues from between the spine and the ribs. 

8. He is able to bring him back to life, 

9. On a day when all innermost thoughts will be 
searched out. 

10. Then he will have no power of his own, nor sup- 
porter. 

11. By the heaven which repeatedly gives rain, 

12. And by the earth ever bursting with new growth; 

13. This [Qur'an] is the decisive discourse. 

14. It is not uttered in jest. 

15. They are plotting great plots! 

16. And I am plotting great plots! 

17. So give a respite to the disbelievers. And delay with 
them for a while. 

SURAH 87 

AL-A C LA 

Revealed at Makkah 
THE MOST HIGH 
In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High, 

2. Who has created all things and proportioned them; 

3. Who has ordained [their] destinies and guided 
[them]; 
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4. And who brings forth the pasturage, 

5. Then turns it into stubble. 

6. We shall make you recite, so that you will not 
forget. 

7. Except what Allah pleases. He has knowledge of all 
that is manifest, and all that is hidden. 

8. We shall guide you to the easiest path. 

9. Therefore remind, for reminding profits [the 
hearer]. 

10. They will remember who fears; 

11. But it will be avoided by the wretched, 

12. Who will enter the greatest Fire, 

13. In it he will neither die nor live. 

14. Those who purify themselves have succeeded, 

15. Who remember the Name of their Lord and per- 
form the prayers. 
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16. But you prefer the life of this world, 

17. While the hereafter is better and longer lasting. 

18. All this is contained in earlier scriptures; 

19. The scriptures of Abraham and Moses. 



SURAH 8£ 



AL-GHASHIYAH 

Revealed at Makkah 



THE OVERWHE-LMER 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Has the account of the Overwhelmer come to you? 

2. On that day faces will be humble, 

3. Toiling, weary, 

4. Burning in a scorching fire, 

5. Drinking from a stream of boiling water! 

6. They will have no food except bitter thorn-fruit, 

7. Which neither nourishes, nor releases from hunger. 

8. On that day other faces, will be blissful, 

9. Glad for their labors, 

10. Dwelling in a lofty garden, 

11. Where they hear no idle talk. 

12. There will be a gushing fountain, 

13. And raised couches, . 

14. And goblets set at hand, 

15. And cushions arrayed, 

16. And carpets spread out. 

17. Do they not look at the camels, how they were cre- 
ated? 

18. And at the sky, how it was raised? 

19. And at the mountains, how they were erected? 

20. And the earth, how it was leveled? 

21. Therefore, remind, for you are but a reminder, 

22. You have no authority over them. 

23. But who turns away and disbelieves, ' 

24. Allah will' punish him with the greatest torment. 

25. To Us will be their return, 

26. Then it will befor Us to do the reckoning. 
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SURAH 89 

AL-FAJR 

Reuealed at Makkah 
THE DAWN 

In the name of Allah.,-., the All-Merciful, the Compassionate, 
i. By the dawn, 

2. And ten nights, 

3. And the Even and the Odd, 

4. And the night when it passes away; 

5. There surely is an oath for thinking men. 

6. Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with [the 
tribe of] c Ad. 

7. [The people] of the many columned city of Iram, 

8. Whose like has never been built in the lands; 

9. And with Thamud, who clove the rocks in the valley; 

10. And with Pharaoh, of the columns,' 

11. Who had transgressed in the land, 

12. And multiplied corruption in it. 

13. Therefore. your Lord let loose on them the scourge 
of His torment; 

14. For your Lord is ever watchful. 

15. As for man, whenever his Lord tests him by honor- 
ing him and bestowing favors on him, he says: "My 
Lord has honored me." 

16. But whenever He tests him by restricting his sub- 
sistence; he says: "My Lord has humiliated me." 

17. No! But you do not treat the orphan generously. 

18. Nor do you urge one another to feed the needy. 
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19. Rather, you devour the inheritance [of the orphan] 
unsparingly. 

20. And you love wealth with an exceeding love. 

21. No! But when the earth is crushed to fine dust, 

22. And your Lord comes with the angels, rank upon 
rank, 

23. And Hell is brought near, on that day man will 
remember. But what will remembrance avail him? 
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24. He will say: "Would that I had done good works in 
my lifetime!" 

25. For on that day noone will torment as He will tor- 
ment. 

26. Nor will anyone bind as He will bind. 

27. soul at peace! 

28. Return to your Lord, pleased and well pleasing. 

29. Enter among My servants. 

30. And enter My Garden! 



SURAH 90 

AL-BALAD 

Repealed at Makkah 
THE TOWN 
In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the-Compassionate. 

1. No! But I swear by this town; 

2. And you [Muhammad] are a dweller in this town, 

3. And by the father, and that which he begat, 

4. Indeed We have created man in hardship. 

5. Does he think that none has power over him? 

6. He [boastfully] says: "I have squandered abundant 
wealth!" 

7. Does he think that none, has seen him? 

8. Have We not given him two eyes, 

9. A tongue and two lips, 

10. And shown him the two highways [of good and 
evil]? 

11. Yet he would not attempt the steep road. 

12. How would you know what the steep road is? 

13. The freeing of a slave; 

14. Or feeding, on a day of famine. 

15. Of an orphaned relation. 

16. Or a needy man in distress; 

17. Then was one of those who believe, and counsel 
one another to patience, and counsel one. another to 
mercy. 

18. Those are the companions of the right hand! 

19. But those who deny Our signs will be the compan- 
ions of the left hand.. 

20. With hell-fire closed over them... 
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SURAH 91 

ASH-SHAMS 

Revealed atMakkah 
THE SUN 

In the name of Allah,. the All-Merciful, the Compassionate, 
i. By the. sun and its mid-morning brightness, 

2. And the moon when it follows it, 

3. And the day when it displays it, 

4. And the night when it covers it, 

5. And the sky, and Him that built it, 

6. And by the earth and Him that spread it; 

7. And by the soul and Him that formed it, 

8. Then inspired it with its wickedness and God-fear- 
ingness, . 

9. He is indeed successful who purifies it, 

10. And he is indeed a failure who ruins it. 

11. Thamud denied with arrogance, 

12. When the most wicked of them rose up. 

13. And the messenger of Allah said to them: "This is 
Allah's she-camel. Let her drink." 807 

14. But they denied him, and hamstrung her. So their 
Lord doomed them for their sin and raised their town 
to the ground. . 

15. He does not fear the consequences. 

SURAH 92 

AL-LAYL. 

Revealed .at Makkah 
THE NIGHT 
In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. By the night when it lets fall its darkness, 

2. And by the day when it shines, 

3. And by Him who has created the male and the 
female, 
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4. Your effort is surely to diverse ends. 

5. As for him that gives [in charity] and fears [Allah] 

6. And believes in the best, 

7. We shall ease his way to the best. 

8. But as for him who is miserly and thinks himself 
self-sufficient, 

9. And disbelieves in the best, 

10. We shall ease his way to hardship. 

11. His wealth will not save him when he perishes. 

12. Ours is guidance, 

13. And Ours are the hereafter and this world. 

14. Therefore I warn you of a blazing Fire! 



807 The she-camel of the Prophet Salih was a miraculous animal 
which Allah brought forth from a rock. The Prophet Salih agreed 
with his people that one day the tribe of Thamud and their animals 
would drink at the water, while the next day only the she-camel 
would drink. Thamud slaughtered the camel the tribe was 
destroyed. 



ljg£ 



AD-DUHA'93 



596 



.> <M> 4& 4c£r -s^v vfe- <Sv <iSs -w* ^ v5nn s*\ xax vx\ xax y>\x /x\. x*n. zax ^jjs I 

MO >»_•»— —__a^^^^^»--Z'' V*> w/ -SSr -57> vXr -3!?*- -R7> ^y- <v!> -SS>- xVx W./ Wijjv I 



• VnV VwV ^ 



-»£~ 4^,. 







"Ml 










frgyX ^1 XAX M\ . 



C^ 5ss >=s* 



nw ViO' \v/ v%v vnv vK> Ctt* "^ "££> ^> '^ <i2^ -^> <££■ >?>•> <A> -<^N -^ ^^ 



15. None will burn in it but the most wretched, 

16. Who denies and turns away. 

17. But the God-fearing will be spared it, 

18. He who gives his wealth to purify himself, 

19. Not in return for any favor done to him, 

20. Seeking only the Countenance of his Lord Most 
High, 

21. He will be well-pleased. 

SURAH 93 

AD-DUHA 

Reuealed at Makkah 



THE MORNING HOURS 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciflil, the Compassionate. 

1. By the midmorning, 

2. And by the night when it is still: 

3. Your Lord has neither forsaken you: nor is He dis- 
pleased. 

4. And the hereafter will be better for you than this 
world; 

5. And your Lord will surely give to you, and you will 
be satisfied. 

6. Did He not find you an orphan and give you shelter? 

7. Did He not find you wandering and guide you? 

8. Did He not find you needy and enrich you? 

9. As for the orphan, do not oppress, him; . 

10. And as for the beggar, do not repel him; 

' 11. And as for the bounty of your Lord, proclaim it. 

SURAH 94 

AL-INSHIRAH 

Revealed at Makkah 
EXPANSION 
In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Have We not expanded your breast for you, 

2. And removed from you your burden, 

3. Which had weighed heavily upon your back, 

4. And exalted your fame? 

5. Along with every hardship shall come ease. 

6. Along with every hardship shall come ease. 

7. So, when you are free, devote yourself to your Lord. 

8. And turn to your Lord entirely. 
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SURAH 95 



AT-TlN 

Reuealed at Ma Idea h 
THE FIG 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate, 
i. By the fig and the olive, 

2. By Mount Sinai, 

3. And by this secure city, 

4. We have created man in the most noble mould, 

5. Then We reduced him to the lowest of the low. 

6. Except those who believe and do good works, for 
they will have an unlimited reward. 

7. After this, what can give you the lie concerning the 
Judgment? 

8. Is not Allah the best' of Judges? 

SURAH 9.6 

AL- C ALAQ 

Revmkd at Makkah 

The first five verses of this surah were revealed at the cave of Hird', 
and were the first verses of the Qur'an to be revealed. 

THE CLINGING CLOT 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Read! In the name of your Lord who created; 

2. Created man from a clinging clot. 

3. Read! Your Lord is the Most Generous, 

4. Who taught by the pen. 

5. Taught man what he did not know. 

6. No, indeed man is a transgressor. 

7. For he thinks himself self-sufficient, 

8. To your Lord is the return. 

9. Have you seen the man who forbids 

10. A servant when he prays? 8oS 
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n. Have you seen, is he rightfully guided? 

12. Or enjoins God-fearing? 

13. Have you seen, when denied and turned away? 

14. Does he not know that Allah sees? 

15. No! If he does not cease, We shall drag him by the 
forelock. 

16. A lying, sinful forelock! 

17. Then let him call his companions, 

18. We shall call the guardians of Hell! 

19. No! Never obey him! But prostrate yourself and 
draw near [to Allah]. 809 



808 Abu Jahl, who disturbed the Prophet while he was praying. 

809 Human being is nearest to his Creator when he is in the 
form of prostration. 
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SURAH 97 

AL-QADR 

Revealed at Makkah 
This surah refers to the night on which the Prophet began receiving 
the verses of the Qur'an. 

INFLUENCE 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. We have sent It [the Qur'an] down on the Night of 
Influence. 



2. And how will you know what the Night of Influence 
is? 

3. The Night of Influence is better than a thousand 
months, 

4. In it the angels and the Spirit come down by their 
Lord's leave, with all His decrees. 

5. Peace it Is, until the rising of the dawn. 



SURAH 98 

AL-BAYYINAH 
Revealed at Madinah 

THE CLEAR PROOF 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Those who disbelieve among the People of the Book 
and the polytheists will not desist until a clear proof 
comes to them. 

2. A messenger from Allah, reading pure pages. 

3. Containing worthy inscriptions. 

4. Nor did the People of the Book disagree among 
themselves until the Clear Proof was given them. 

5. And they have been ordered no more than this: To 

worship Allah sincerely, being True [In faith], to 
establish the prayer, and to give zakat And that is the 
worthy religion. 

6. Surely those who disbelieve among the People of 
the Book and the polytheists will be forever In the fire 
of hell. They are the worst of created beings. 

7. Those who believe and do good works, they are the 
best of created beings. 
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8. Their reward is with their Lord; Gardens of Par- 
adise, beneath which rivers flow; where they will dwell 
forever. Allah is well pleased with them and they are 
well pleased with Him. This is for him who fears his 
Lord. 

SURAH 99 

AZ-ZALZALAH 

Revealed at Madinah 

THE EARTHQUAKE 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. When the earth is shaken with its earthquake, 

2. And the earth yields up its burdens, 

3. And man says: "What is with it?" 

4. That day it will proclaim its news, 

5. Because your Lord inspired it. 

6. That day mankind will come forth in scattered 
groups to be shown their deeds. 

7. And he who has done an atom's weight of good will 
see it, 

8. And he who has done an atom's weight of evil will 

see it. 

surah 100 

AL- C ADIYAT 
Revealed at Makkah 

THE COURSERS 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful^ the Compassionate. 

1. By the snorting coursers! 

2. Striking sparks of fire, 
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3. Raiding at dawn, 

4. Raising a trail of dust, 

5. Forcing their way into the center [of the enemy], 

6. Surely man is ungrateful to his Lord. 

7. And to this he himself is a witness. 

8. Surely he is violent in the love of wealth. 

9. Does he not know that when those in the graves are 
raised, 
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io. And the secrets of the breasts are laid open, 

ii. On that day their Lord will be fully Aware of them! 

SURAH 101 

AL~QARI C AH 

Reuealed at Makkah 
THE CALAMITY 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate, 
i. The Calamity! 



2. What is the Calamity? 

3. And how will you know what the Calamity is? 

4. A day when people will become like scattered 
moths, 

5. And the mountains will. become like carded wool. 

6. Then, as for him whose scales are heavy [with good 
deeds], . 

7. He will be in a pleasing life. 

8. But as for him whose scales are light, 

9. The bottomless pit will be.his home. 

10. How will you know what it is? 

11. A raging fire. 

SURAH 102 

AT-TAKATHUR 

Reuealed at Makkah 

RIVALRY IN WORLDLY INCREASE 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciflil, the Compassionate. 

1. Rivalry in worldly increase has distracted you, 

2. Until you visit the graves, 

3. But no, you will come to know! 

4. Again no, you will .come. to know! 

5. No, if you knewthe truth with certainty; 

6. You will see hell." 

7. You will see it with certain vision. 

8. Then, on that day, you. will be questioned about the 
blessings [you had been. given]. 
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SURAH 103 



AL~ C ASR 

Reueqled atMakkah. 

THE AFTERNOON 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. By the afternoon! 

2. Man is indeed in loss! 

3. Except those who believe and do good works, and 
exhort one another to truth, and exhort one another to 
patience. 

: SURAH 104 

AL-HUMAZAH 

■ Revealed- atMakkah 

THE SLANDERER 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Woe to every slanderer and backbiter 

2. Who gathers wealth and counts it 

3. Thinking his wealth will render him immortal! 

4. No! He will be cast into the Hutamah. 

5. And how will you know what the Hutamah is? 

6. The Fire of Allah, set ablaze, 

7. Which rises up to the hearts of men. 

8. It will close in upon them from every side. 

9. In outstretched columns. 

SURAH 105 

AL-FIL 

Reuealed atMakkah 

It is related that Abrahah al-Ashram, the Abyssinian Christian gen- 
eral, who had driven out the Jewish Himyarite rulers from Yemen, 
built, a church in San c a, wishing to divert pilgrimage from the 
Ka c bah'to this church. Abrahah led a large expedition against 
Makkah, intending to destroy theKa c bah. He had with him an ele- 
phant, or elephants, which much impressed the Arabs. Tradition 
says that the elephant refused to advance on the last stage of the 
march, and that swarms of flying creatures pelted the Abyssinians 
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with stones. This happened in the year in which the Prophet 
Muhammad, may Allah's blessings and peace be upon him, was 
born. 

THE ELEPHANT 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with the 
.owners of the Elephant? 

2. Did He not foil their scheming? 

3. And send against them flocks of birds, 

4. Which pelted them with stones of baked clay, 

5. And made them like plants cropped by cattle? 
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SURAH 106 

QURAYSH 
Reuealed at Makkah 

QURAYSH 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. For the protection of Quraysh; 

2. For their protection during the winter and summer 

journeys. 



3. So let them worship the Lord of this House, 

4. Who has fed them against hunger, and has made 
them safe from fear. ■ 



SURAH 107 

AL-MA C UN '■ 
Revealed at Makkah'' 

NEIGHBOURLY ASSISTANCE 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Have you observed him who denies the Religion? 

2. Such is he who repulses the orphan, , 

3. And who does not urge others to feed the poor. 

4. Woe to the worshippers,. 

5. Who are absent-minded to their prayer; 

6. Those who make a show [of piety], . 

7. And refuse neighborly assistance. 

• SURAH 108 

AL-KAWTHAR ' . ■ 
Reuealed at Makkah ■■■ 

ABUNDANCE 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate, 

1, We have surely given you abundance! 

2, So, pray to your Lord and sacrifice to Him. 

3, Surely he who hates you will be cut off. 
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SURAH 109 

AL-KA'FIRUN 

Reuealed at Makkah 

THE DISBELIEVERS 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. Say: "0 disbelievers! 

2. "I do not worship what you worship, 



"Nor do you worship what I worship. 
"I shall never worship what you worship. 
"Nor will you ever worship what I worship. 
"To you your religion, and to me, mine." 



SURAH 110 

AN-NASR' 
Reuealed at Madlnah 

THE VICTORY 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. When Allah's help comes, and the victory, 

2. And you see mankind entering the religion of Allah 
in multitudes, 

3. Then celebrate the praise of your Lord and seek His 
forgiveness. He is ever Relenting. 

SURAH 111 

AL-LAHAB 

Reuealed at Makkah 

The Prophet's uncle Abu Lahab (Father of the Flame) made it his 
business to torment the Prophet. More vicious still was his wife. 
The state of both in hell is described. 
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THE FLAME 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. May the hands of Abu Lahab perish! May he himself 
perish! 

2. His wealth and gains will not avail him. 

3. He will be plunged into flaming fire, 

4. And his wife, the carrier of firewood, 

5. Around her neck shall be a rope of palm fiber. 




AL-IKHLAS«112 
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SURAH 112 

AL-IKHLAS 

Reuealed at Makkah 
This surah is called the "essence of the Qur'an." 

SINCERITY 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful 5 the Compassionate. 

i. Say: "He Allah, Is One! 

2. "Allah, the eternally Besought! 

3. "He has not begotten, nor been begotten, 

4. "And equal to Him there Is none." 



SURAH 113 

AL-FALAQ 

Reuealed at MadTnah 

This surah takes its name from a word which occurs in the first 
verse. This and the following surah are prayers for protection, 
being known as the Mu c atuiuidhatayn. 

DAYBREAK 

In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

i. Say: "I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak. 

■2. "From the evil of what He has created, 

3. "From the evil of darkness when it gathers, 

4.- "From the evil of the women who blow on knots, , 

5. "And from the evil of an envier when he envies. 55 

SURAH 114 

AN-NAS 
Reuealed at Madlnah 

This surah also is a prayer for protection. Reciting these last two 
surahs protects one against the jinn, magic, and the evil eye, as well 
as against all other evils both external and internal. 

. MANKIND 
In the name of Allah, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. 

1. Say: "I take refuge with the Lord of men, 

2. "The King of men, 

3. "The God of men, 

4. "From the evil of the withdrawing whisperer, 

5. "Who whispers in the breasts of men, 

6. "Of jinn and men/ 5 .. 



INDEX 



Aaron, 4/163525/35, 36 
Abel and Kane, 5/27-32 
Abiding eternally In Hell or in Paradise, 

2/80, 81; 3/24; 6/128; 11/106-108; 31/8, 9; 

33/64, 65; 41/28, 29; 43/74-78 
Ablution, 5/6 
Abraham (the Prophet), 2/124-134, 258, 

260; 3/33, 34, 65-68, 95, 96; 4/125; 6/74- 

89, 161; 9/114; 11/69-76; 14/35-40; 

15/51-56; 16/120-123; 19/41-50; 21/51-73; 

22/26; 26/69-102; 29/16, 17, 24, 27 37/83- 

99, 100-113; 38/45-47; 43/26-28; 

51/24-37; 53/36, 37; 60/4 
Abu Bakr, the Sincere (The first Caliph},, 

.. 9/4.41 
AbuLahab, 111/1-5 

c Ad, 25/38, 39; 29/38; 51/41, 42; 54/18-21; 
89/1,2,6,7 • 

Adam (the Prophet), 2/34; 3/33, 34 

Adopted son, 4/23; 33/4, 5 

Adultery, 2/177, 2I 5; 4/ J 5. 2 5; 7/3 2 ; 2 4/ 2 ' 
10; 25/68, 69; 63/30; 65/1 

Ahmad (the Blessed Prophet), 23/6 

c Aishah (the wife of the Prophet), 24/11, 26; 
66/4 

Angels, 2/30, 31,34, 98, 102, 161, 177,210, 
248, 285; 3/80, 123, 124; 3/18, 39, 42, 45, 
80, 87, 124, 125; 4/97; 4 97, 166, 172; 6/8, 
9,50, 61, 92, 93, in, 158; 7/11, 20; 8/9, 12, 
50; 11/12, 31; 12/31; 13/11, 23, 24; 15/7, 8, 
28-43; J 6/ 2 ; 17/40. 61-65; 17/95; 2i/ 2 6- 
28; 22/75; 2 5/7; 3 2 / 11 ; 33/43. 5 6 ; 34/4°. 

41; 35' 1 ; 38/1-4. 71-85, i49" I 57; 40/7; 

41/30-32; 42/5; 43/16-22, 60, 70; 47/27; 

50/17-19; 53/26-28; 69/17; 70/1-4; 74/28- 

31; 78/38; 86/4; 89/22, 23; 97/4 
Anger, 3/133, 134; 42/36, 37; 111/1-5 
Ansar (the Muslims of Madlnah), 9/100, 

117559/9563/7 
Apes, 2/66; 7/166 
c Arab, 2/1435 3/103, 104, no; 9/90, 97-99, 

IOI-IIO, 120; 13/36; 16/82, 83; 19/97, 98; 

22/78; 34/15-19; 43/5. 2 9"3 2 ; 4 8 ' n > I2 . 

15,16549/14,17 
^ Arafat, 2/198, 1995 7/46, 48, 49 
Arrogance, 4/36, 172, 173; 16/23-29; 17/37, 



38; 32/15; 39/60, 72; 40/35, 76 
c Arsh (The Throne), 7/46, 48, 49; 9/129; 
10/3; 11/75 13/2; 20/5; 21/22; 23/86, 116; 
25/59; 27/26; 32/4; 39/75; 40/15; 43/82; 

57/4;85/i5 
Asceticism, 2/207; 4/66-68; 22/34; 61/10-13 
Asking forgiveness, 4/645 22/50; 47/19 
Attributes of Allah, 1/1-3; 2/77, I0 7. *43. 
.160, 163, 182, 199, 212, 218, 226, 235, 
255; 3/4, 8, 31, 89, 129, 146, 155, 157, 173, 
174; 4/23, 25, 34, 43/64, 70, 95, 96, 99, 
100, 106, no, 122, 129, 149, 1525 .5/95; 
6/45, 147, .151; 7/54, 99, 180, 181, 183; 
8/30; 9/115, 117, 118; 10/21, 60; 11/6, 102, 
121, 122; 13/6, 31, 33, 41; 14/7, 2 7. 4.7. 51; 
16/37, 47 > 81; 17/25; 21/1105 22/60, 65,70; 
25/57,58, 60-63, 73-5 2 7/57. 73; 2 9/6o; 
32/6; 33/24, 43, 54; 34/1, 2, 26; 35/2, 15, 
34, 385 37/171, 180, 182; 39/37, 53; 40/3, 
10; 41/46; 42/23, 26, 44, 51; 43/41, 42, 79; 
44/16; 52/28; 53/32; 57/11; 58/2; 67/3, 19, 
20, 23, 26, 28, 295 85/12, 14; 96/4 

Avarice, 3/180; 4/37, 128; 9/34, 35; 17/29, 
100; 25/67; 35/32-41; 47/36-38; 57/ 2 3. 
24, 59/9; 64/165 70/15-18; 92/8-11; 104/1-4 

Back-biting, 49/125 104/1 

Badr (battle of), 3/13, 121, 122, 124-127; 8/7- 

12, 19, 42-44, 67-71 

Barzakh, 23/100; 2553; 55/20 

Beasts of the earth (Dabbatu ? !-Ard), 27/82 

Believers (mu 5 min) and those who bow to 
Allah's will (rauslim), 2/257, 285; 3/179; 
6/1225 9/71, 1195 n/17, 112, 113; 16/91, 95, 
96; 25/63-685 28/52-53, 615 29/2-5; 32/18; 
33/58; 39/11-14; 41/33; 48/ 2 9; 57/ 12 . l6 . 
19; 87/14, 15 

Booty, 8/1, 415 48/15 

Bounty of Allah, 2/5-7, 64, 105, 213, 245, 

253, 255,269,2725 3/73.74. * 2 9; 4/83. 
1755 6/25, 83, 88, in, 112, 125, 149; 7/30, 
178, 1865 9/285 10/25, ,49, 97, 100, 101, 
107; 11/9, 118, 119; 12/110; 13/26, 31, ^ 
14/45 16/9, 108, 109; 17/18-20, 30, 43, 46, 
86, 875 18/57; 19/76; 2 i/9; 22 Z l6 . x 7; 
24/21, 38, 46; 28/56; 29/62; 30/36, 37; 
34/39; 35/85 36/43, 44; 39/23; 42/13, 27; 



45/23; 497, 8; 58/21, 28, 29; 59/19, 20; 
62/4564/11576/27-31 

Call for prayer, 5/58; 9/3; 62/9 

Calling unto the way of Allah, 16/125 

Cave (companions of the), 18/9-26 

Charity, 2/44, 83, 148, 77, 195, 261-263 
3/15, 7, 1155 4/36, 114; 5/32; 7/58; 10/26 
23/965 33/58; 41/34,35,46; 49/11, 12 
70/24, 25; 74/44; 87/14; 89/16-20; 90/12- 
7; 92/7-21; 98/7, 8; 107/1-3; 108/3 

Chastity, 4/255 5/5; 23/1,5; 24/30; 70/29, 35- 

Cheating, 13/42; 1645-47 

Children, 2/233; 3/ 10 ; 6/140, 151; 8/285 
7/315 18/46; 42/49, 50; 52/21; 57/20; 
60/12; 63/9; 64/15; 65/6 

Children of Israel, 2/47, 122; 5/12; 7/160; 
10/93; 45/16, 7; 62/5-8 

Christ, see Jesus, 

Christians, 2/62, in, 113, 116, 120,' 135, 140 
3/55, 61, 64, 67, 69-73, 75, 113, 114, 119 
5/14, 15, 7, 18, 47, 51, 57, 59, 63, 65, 69 

9/30, 31, 34; 10/69; x 937; 3o/ 2 -5; 43/65 

57/^7 

Consultation in worldly matters, 42/36, 38 
Contracts (to be recorded), 2/282 
Cosmography, 2/29, 189; 10/5; 15/16, 75 

7/125 21/33; 23/7; 36/37, 40; 37/6-8; 

67/5; 79/27, 28; 86/1, 3, 11 
Gov/ (the yellow), 2/67-73 
Cowardice, 3/122; 4/72, 73; 8/15, 16; 9/44, 

49.56,57 

Cursing, 2/88, 89, 159, 161; 3/61, 87; 4/46, 
47, 5, 93, 218; 5/13, 60, 64; 7/38, 44; 9/68 
11/18, 60, 99; 13/25; 15/35; 7/60; 24/7 
28/42; 29/25; 33/57, 61, 64, 68; 38/78 
40/52547/23548/6 

Daughters, 16/57-59; 43^75 81/8, 9 

David (theProphet), 2/249-251; 4/163; 5/78. 
. 79; 6/84; 7/55; 21/78-80, 105; 38/7-26 

Death, 3/143; 4/78; 21/34, 35; 62/8; 67/2 



Debtors, 2/280-2835 9/60 

Deception, 6/325 29/64; 35/5; 47/36; 57/20; 

83/1-3 

Deeds of mankind, 4/13, 14; 7/8, 9; 21/47; 
23/102,1035101/6-9 



607 



INDEX 



Desert Arabs, 9/90, 97-99, ioi, 120; 22/11; 

48/11, 16; 49/12, 16, 17 
Destiny, 3/145, 154; 6/2, 35; 7/34; 10/49; 
11/6; 15/4, 5; 17/58; 23/43; 27/74, 75; 
34/3; 35/"; 54/51-53; 57/^; 59/3; 65/3; 
71/4572/25,28 
Devil, 2/102; 4/118, 119, 120; 7/12-18; it5/i6- 
18; 16/98-100; 17/27, 53; 18/50, 51; 
19/68-72; 25/29; 35/6; 36/60, 62; 37/6-10; 
41/25; 43/37-39; 58/10; 59^5, l6 ; 6 7/5 
Disbelievers, 2/114, 161, 162, 170, 171, 210; 
3/11, 106, 107, 116-120, 149; 4/18, 39, 56, 
167-170; 5/10, 36, 37, 47, 60-63, 73, 104; 
6/1, 4, 5, 29-31,33, 37, 39-47, 49, 57> 5 8 , 
109-111; 7/40; 8/30-36, 38, 39, 50-57; 
11/109; 13/31; 15/2, 3, 88; l6 /.33, 34; l8 /5 2 , 
53; 20/128, 129, 134, 135; 22/72; 23/63- 
77, 93^96; 24/57; 25/40, 55;. 29/41-43, 
52-55; 38/1, 2; 45/3-n; 47/4, 12, 18, 29, 
3 5 34; 52135-47; 53/28; 6619; 70/36, 44; 
73/10-13; 85/17-20; 109/1,6 
Disciples of Jesus, 3/52, 53; 5/111, 113; 

57/27561/14 
Divine Books, 2/3, 4, 41, 78, 79, .113, 121, 
136, 159, 285; 3/73, 84, 113,114; 4/136; 
13/36, 38; 29146,47; 35125; 57/26 
Divorce, 2/225, 226, 228, 233, 236, 237, 
241, 242; 4/19-21, 35, 130; 33/28, 29, 49, 
52; 58/3, 4; 65/1, 2, 4-7 
Doom's Day, see Hereafter, 
Dream, 12/5, 43, 100; 17/60; 37/105; 48/27 
Drink, 2/219; 5/9°, 9 1 ; 47^5 
Dhu'1-Nun, see Jonah, 
Dhu'l-Qarnayn, 18/83-98 
To earn one's life, 4/32; 10/67; 27/86; 

28172, 73; 34/10-13; 36/33-35; 62/10 
To earn property, 2/29; 8/1, 41; 9/111; 10/55, 

66; 24/29 
Elias (Ilyas, the Prophet), 6/85; 37/123, 132 
Elisha (al-Yasa c , the Prophet), 6/86; 38/48 
Emigrants (Those who fled from Makkah), 
2/217; 3195; 4197, 995 8/26, 71, 74, 75; 
9/100, 117, 118; 16/41, no; 22/58; 24122; 
29/57,60559/8 
Enjoining what is right and forbidding 
what is wrong, 3/104, no, 114; 5/79; 7/15 
Enmity, 41/34 
Excellent example for mankind (the 

Blessed Prophet), 33/21, 60/4, 6 
Existence of Allah, 6/73-78; 13/2-4; 22/18; 

29/61, 63; 64/1-4; 67/19, 30; 87/1-5 
Extravagance, 7/31 
Ezekiel (Dhu'1-Kifl, the^Prophet), 21/85; 



Faith, 2/2,20, 82, 108, 136, 154; 3^93; 4/57, 
136, 173, 175; 5/5; 6/158, 159; 10/63-65, 
105, 106; 11/23, 24; 13/28, 29; 14/18, 23; 
16/97; 18/32-44 103-108; 19/60, 96; 
20/112; 21/94; 30/15, 43-45; 32/15) l6 , 19; 

33/72; 34137; 35/7; 39/ IO > v, l8 ; 40/^ 

85; 41/8; 47/1-3; 49/15-18; 62/1, 4; 64/8; 

98/1,6,7 
Fasting, see Ramadan, 
Family, 2/215; 4/3 6 ; 6/151; 8/41, 72, 75; 

13/23, 38; 16/90; 17/23,24,26; 25154; 

29/8; 31/14; 33/4, 6; 40/8; 42/23; 46/15- 

18; 52/21; 57/2; 64/14, 15; 108/3 
Fear of Allah, 2/74, 150, 194, 212; 3/102, 

200; 5/93; 6163, 64, 72; 7/35, 55, 205, 

206; 8/2, 29; 10/31; 11/23; 15/45; 16/30, 

51, 52; 21/89,. 9°; 22/34, 35, 54; 23/1, 2, 

70; 23/1, 2, 30; 24/30; 28/83; 31/18, 19; 

39/61; 59/56; 64/16; 65/5; 55; 67/12, 

. 74/56 

Flocks of birds, 105/1-5 

Floods, 2/168, 172, 173; 3/93, 94; 4/160; 5/1, 

■ 3-5, 87, 88, 93, 96;'6/n8, 119, 121, 140, 

142-146, 150; 10/59; 16/66, 67, 114, 115; 

22/28,30 ■■ 
Forgiving, 2/173, 182, 185, 2.67; 3/28; 4/16, 

22; 5/3, 89, 93; 6/54, 55, 119, 145; l6 /ii9; 

24/4,33573/20 
Four forbidden months, 2/194, 217; 5/2, 97; 

9/1-5,36,38 
Free will, 2/90; 4/111; 5/105; 6/70; 10/44, 

108, 109; 11/21, 101; 13/11; 17/15-17, 84; 

18/7, 8, 29, 58, 59; 23162; 2913; 35/18: 

40/9; 41/46; 42/20; 45/15, 21, 22; 46/19 

53/31, 38-41; 65/7; 67/1, 2; 74/38, 55, 56 

76/29-31; 81/29; 90/10; 91/7-10; 92/12, 13 
Gabriel, 2/97-99 
Gambling, 2/219, 220; 5/90, 91 
Glory and Power, 4/139; 10/65; 35/10 
Gog and Magog, 18/94; 21/96 
Goliath (Talut), 2/247-249 
Good deeds, 2/44, 148, 158; 3/188; 4/40, 

114, 124, 173; 5/9, 48; 6/70; 13/22, 23, 29; 

16/97; 18/30, 46, 103-106; 22/41, 56; 

28184; 2917, 9,58; 32/17; 35132; 39135; 

42123; 48/295103/1-3 
Gospel, 3/3, 48, 65; 5/46, 47, 66, 68, no; 
. 7/157; 9/111519/30; 48/29; 57/27 
Ghusl (washing the whole body for prayer), 

4/43; 5/6 
Haman (Pharaoh's minister), 28/6, 38; 

29/30540/23,36 
Hanlf (The Religion of Abraham, the 

Upright), 2/135; 3/67, 95; 41225; 6/79, 



161; 10/105; 16/120, 123; 22/31; 30/30; 

98/5 
Harut and Marut, 2/102 
Heart, 7/43; 10/57; 13/27, 28;. 23178; 3219; 

33H,70,7i 
Heaven, 2/25; 3/15; 5185; 7142.-53; 814; 

9/725 10/9, 10; 13/20-25; 14/23; 15/45-50; 

16/30-32; 18/31; 19/63-65; 21/101-103; 

22/14, 23, 24; 23/8-11; 25/15, 16, 24; 

29/58; 30/15; 31/8, 9; 35/33-35; 36/55-58; 

37/40-61; 38/49-55; 39/20, 73-75; 41/30- 

32; 43/69-73; 44/51-57; 47/i4-i6; 50/31; 

17/67, 83; 29/65; 30/33, 34, 51; 31/32; 

39/7, 8,49,50,51541/49-51 
Inheritance law, 2/180-182, 233, 240; 4/7- 

12, 19, 35; 52/17-28; 54 54, 55; 55/46-78; 

56/1-40; 76/5-22; 78/31-38; 83/22-36; 

85/11588/2,8-16 . 
Hell, 2/23, 24; 3/12, 106; 4/56; 7136, 38, 41 

8/36, 375 9/34, 35; 14/16. x 7; 15/43, 44 
20/127, 21/98100; 22/19-22;. 25/11-14 
. 32/20; 35/36, 37; 37/62-70; 38/55-64 
39/16,. 24, 25, 47, 48, 60, 71, 72; 40/49 
50, 70-76; 42/44, 45; 47/15; 52/11-16 
55/37, 39,- 41, 43, 44; 56/41-56; 66/6,7 
67/8-n;'74/26*37; 76/4; 78/21-30; 88/1-7 
104/1-9 
Helping each other, 5/2; 8173; 9/71 
Hereafter, 1/3; 2/4, 8, 46, 48, 85, 94, 102, 
123; 3/25, 30, 106, 107; 4/134; 6/160; 9/19; 
10/26, 27; 13//34, 36; 17/19; 19/75, 85; 
20/70, 74, 97, in; 22/2; 23/ 100-105; 
26/87, 89; 27/68, 91, 92; 28/83, 84; 34/2i; 
37/20-59; 39/48, 70-75; 41/27, 28; 42/20; 
44/16, 40-75; 45/9, 10, 28-35; 50/2135, 
41-44; 51/6; 55/41-77; 56/7-56, 86-94; 
57/12-51; 64/9, 10; 67/6-12, 27; 68/42, 43; 
69/18-32; 70/1-3, 8-18; 74/38-53; 7617- 
225 77/7-15, 29-45; 79/33, 395 80/32-41; 
81/8, 14; 82/5, 9, 13-19; 83/15-36; 84/7-10, 
33; 88/1-16; 89/22-29; 90/17- 20; 92/13- 

17; 95/7; 96/15-18; 98/7-9; 99/6-9; I0 7/i 

Homosexuality, 4/16; 7/80-82 

Horses, 8/60; 100/1-6 

Hud (the Prophet), 7/6572; 11/50-60; 

. 26/123140 

Hypocrites, 2/8, 13, 20, 77; 3/167, 168, 177; 
4/72-74, 81-83,, 88, 89, 138-146; 5/41, 52, 
53, 58; 7/ I 75; 8149; 9H3, 58, 61-69, 73- 
77, 80-87 94-98, 101, 107-110, 124-127; 
24/47-50, 53; 33/1, 12-20, 24,48, 60,61- 
69, 73; 47/16, 20-24, 29, 130; 48/6; 
57/13-15; 58/14-18; 59/11, 12, 16, 17163/1- 
8; 74/3i 



INDEX 



608 



Iblis see Devil. 

c Iddah, 2/228, 231, 235, 240;; 33/49; 65/1-4, 

6,7; 
Idrls (the Prophet), 19/56, 57; 21/58, 86 
Ignorance, 6/54; 7/199; 16/119; 25/63 
Immorality, 2/65, 66, 85; 3/137; 4/123; 

5/100; 6/135; 10/27; 20/124-126; 30/10; 

32/21539/26 
Ingratitude, 8/55; 10/12, 22, 23; 11/9, 10; 

16/5333, 176; 5/106-108; 8/72, 75 
Intercession, 3/255; 4/85; 10/3; 19/85, 87; 

20/109; 21/28; 34/23; 40/18; 43/86; 82/19 
Inviting people to the way of Allah, 6/164 

16/125; 17/53; 18/54; 29146; 43157-59 
Invocation, 1/1-7; 2 / 2 55, 2 86; 3/8, 26, 27, 

191194; 17/80, 81; 23/118; 26/83-89; 60/4, 

5; 74/4, 5 

Iron, 57/25 

Ishmael (the Prophet), 6/86, 87; 19/54, 55; 



Islam, 2/ 112, 127, 128, 135, 140, 141, 155, 
156; 208, 221; 3/19, 67, 68, 84/85, 118, 
125; 3/26-; 4/125; 5/3; 11/116, 117; 13/22; 
18/23, 24; 21/92, 93; 22/78; 30/30; 39/22; 
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78; 47/4-7, 20,35; 48/16, 17,22, 25; 49/9; 
60/8, 9, 11; 61/2-4; 66/9; 73/20 

Jinn, n/119; 15/27; 51/56; 55/15, 33, 35, 37, 

39.4^ 
Job (Ayyub), the Prophet, 6/84; 21/835 

38/41-44 



John (Yahya, the Prophet), 3/38-41; 19/2-15 

21/89, 9° 
Jonah (Yunus, the Prophet), 6/86, 87; 10/98 
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1859613-7 
Korah (Qariin), 28/76, 83 
Life, 2/28, 86, 200-202, 212, 214; 6/32; 9/69, 
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43/8; 68/17-34 
Marriage, 2/102, 129, 221, 228, 235; 4/3-6, 
19,22-26, 34, 35, 128, 129; 5/5; 7/189, 
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11/83517/35526/181,182555/9 
Men, 2/28, 29, 30-33, 72, 213; 4/1, 28; 6198; 
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23/12-14; 27/62; 29165; 30/36, 41, 54; 
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Miracles, 2/243; 6/35-37, 109, 124; 10/20 
12/105; 13/7, 27, 31, 38; 17/1, 59, 60 
20/133; 2I Z l6 , 17; 2 9/5Q-5 2 ; 3 2 /*5; 33/9 
40/35542/35 
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73/1-9,20 

Muhammad (peace be upon him) His 
Messengerhood confirmed by Allah, 
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31; 53/1-18561/6; 68/46-50 
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n/3-5; 17/25; 19/605 25/70, 715 39/3-55 
43125; 6618; 85/10 

Responsibility of man in this world, 2/123, 
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Revelation, see wahy, 
Revenge, 2/194; 16/126; 22/60 
Reward for deeds, 6/160, 164; 20/74-76; 

22/50, 51; 40/58; 90/18, 19; 91/1-10 
Righteousness and the righteous, 2/177, 
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6/21-24,56, 80, 81, 94, 100-103, 106, 148; 
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34, 62, 72, 73; 16/35, 36, 57; 17/22, 39. 
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9. 14; 91/72. ' 

Wood, Companions of the, 15/78 
Worship, ancient forms of pagan, 2/51, 52, 
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